





The Promises: Gen 12:1-3, 7

Context says Gen 12 and Gen 15 (cf Gal 3:6, 8)
Gen 12:1-3: First Statement of the Promises
1 Now the Lord said to Abram,
“Go forth from your country,
And from your relatives
And from your father’s house,
To the land which I will show you;
2 And | will make you a great nation,
And | will bless you,
And I will make your name great
And so you shall be a blessing;
3 And |l will bless those who bless you,
And the one who curses you | will curse.

And in you all the families of the earth will be
blessed.”




4 So Abram went forth as the Lord had spoken to him;
and Lot went with him. Now Abram was seventy-five
years old when he departed from Haran.

5 Abram took Sarai his wife and Lot his nephew, and all
their possessions which they had accumulated, and the
persons which they had acquired in Haran, and they set
out for the land of Canaan; thus they came to the land of
Canaan.

6 Abram passed through the land as far as the site of
Shechem, to the oak of Moreh. Now the Canaanite was
then in the land.

7 The Lord appeared to Abram and said, “To your
descendants [lit. seed] | will give this land.” So he built an
Bltar there to the Lord who had appeared to him.




Grant Requiring
Obedience/Participation




Paul’s Doctrine Concerning the
Abrahamic Covenant

e That which is true of the Abrahamic Covenant
is not changed by the Mosaic Covenant.

 The only Seed that will receive the full benefit

of the Abrahamic Covenant is the Lord Jesus
Christ.

e This is what God meant when He spoke the
promises to Abraham.

All who believe in the promise of God
egarding this Heir of Salvation (Gen 15:6) will
enjoy the blessings promised in the Abrahamic




This does not mean that the Jews do not have a
special claim to Canaan.

 Rather it means that only those Jews who are the
Remnant, those have been saved through faith in
the Seed, will enjoy the promise of the Land.

* |nthe conquest of Joshua and even in the days of
David the Jews did not conquer all of the Promised
Land. Why?

e The Promises in the Abrahamic Covenant remain
unfulfilled.

herefore the Abrahamic Covenant is
Eschatological.




Eschatological Components of the
Abrahamic Covenant

e “forever”

e “Seed” refers to the Lord Jesus Christ
receiving the Land—still future.

* Yet “seed” refers sometimes to
Abraham’s “nation” Israel.

The Remnant of Israel receiving the
oromises through King Jesus will not
nappen until the Millennium.







v16 Seed, not “seeds”

16 T 6€ ABpaap eppednoav at emayyeAio
Kol T® omeppott avTtol. ou AEYEL: KAl TOLC
OTIEPMOOLY, WC ETTL TTOAAQV AN WG €’
£VOC: Kal T OTIEPUOTL OOV, OC E0TWV

XpLotoc.

Now to Abraham were spoken the Promises
and to his seed. It does not say, “And to
seeds,” like upon many but as upon one:
“And to your Seed,” Who is Christ.



17 Covenant, Law, and Promise

17 tobto 6€ Aeyw: dLabnknv
TIPOKEKUPWHEVNV UTIO ToU B0l O peta
TETPAKOOLO KOl TPLAKOVTO £TN YEYOVWC
VOLLOC OUK AKUPOL £LC TO KatapyRool TV
gTaYYEALOLV.

Now this | am saying: The Covenant which
was ratified beforehand by God, the Law
430 years later having come does not
make void unto the nullification of the
promise.



The Protagonist of Genesis

1. If the terms of the Abrahamic Covenant
change, God is not God.

2. The Abrahamic Covenant is forever.

3. If forever means less than forever, God is
not God.

4. Application: For us this means we should
keep our word because we represent the
Lord.

. Why? God has arranged history so that
we can measure His faithfulness through
the Covenants.







Summary

An Unconditional Covenant does not cancel
the requirement to obey.

It is Abraham’s obedience that enables him to
receive the promises.

And no one including Abraham has obeyed
after the standard of Gen 17:1 except Jesus
Christ.

Therefore we have in the Abrahamic
Covenant the Promise of blessings that God
Himself secures and distributes through
Christ.




