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The Blueprint for the Local Church 

Ephesians 4:11-16 (KJV)  
11  And he gave some, apostles; and some, prophets; and some, evangelists; and some, pastors 

and teachers;  
12  For the perfecting of the saints, for the work of the ministry, for the edifying of the body of 

Christ:  
13  Till we all come in the unity of the faith, and of the knowledge of the Son of God, unto a 

perfect man, unto the measure of the stature of the fulness of Christ:  
14  That we henceforth be no more children, tossed to and fro, and carried about with every 

wind of doctrine, by the sleight of men, and cunning craftiness, whereby they lie in wait to 

deceive;  
15  But speaking the truth in love, may grow up into him in all things, which is the head, even 

Christ:  
16  From whom the whole body fitly joined together and compacted by that which every joint 

supplieth, according to the effectual working in the measure of every part, maketh increase of 

the body unto the edifying of itself in love. 

THE GIFTS TO THE CHURCH- V. 11 
 

• Spiritual Leadership 
 

Ephesians 4:11 (KJV)  
11  And he gave some, apostles; and some, prophets; and some, evangelists; and some, pastors 
and teachers; 
 

Apostles – they were eyewitnesses of the resurrection of Christ.  We do not have the office of 
the apostle, but we as believers can be witnesses as the apostles were given this responsibility.   
 

Prophets – A prophet was one who foretold things that God told them before they ever 
happened.  This no longer exists today because we have the completed Word of God.  But we 
can speak forth the word of God that has been given in Scripture.  In that sense, some have the 
gift of prophecy. 
 

Evangelists - An evangelist is someone who goes with the Gospel to those who haven’t heard of 
Christ.  He is a gift within the church.   
 

Pastors and Teachers.   These gifts were given to care for the flock and lead the people and 
feed the people, and care for the flock. 
 

1 Corinthians 12:28 (KJV)  
28  And God hath set some in the church, first apostles, secondarily prophets, thirdly teachers, 

after that miracles, then gifts of healings, helps, governments, diversities of tongues. 

THE GOALS FOR THE CHURCH 
 

The Goal of a church is not to be like another church.  The goal of the church is not to be 

financially secure.  The goal of the church is not to build a club.  The gifts were given to the 

church so that the church could be built the way God designed it. 
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• Spiritual Maturity – vv. 12-14 
 

The first reason the gifts are given is to perfect the saints.  That’s why Paul in Ephesus 
separated the disciples.  There was some perfecting that needed done. 
 

Colossians 1:28  
Whom we preach, warning every man, and teaching every man in all wisdom; that we may 
present every man perfect in Christ Jesus: 
 

Matthew 28:19-20  
19 Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the 
Son, and of the Holy Ghost:  
20 Teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I have commanded you: and, lo, I am with 
you alway, even unto the end of the world. Amen. 
 

Spiritual maturity is accomplished in the life of a believer when the Word of God is given and 
you yield to it in your life.   
 

Spiritual maturity is measured in your life by how you receive instruction and rebuke and 
warnings, and difficult truth.  It’s based on your willingness to change to be like Christ.   
 

2 Timothy 3:16 (KJV)  
16  All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for 

correction, for instruction in righteousness: 

• Spiritual Ministry – v. 12-15 
 
Ephesians 4:12  
For the perfecting of the saints, for the work of the ministry, for the edifying of the body of 
Christ: 
 

The maturity of the saints must continue for the work of the ministry to continue.  How is a 
church built? It is built as believers mature and do the work of the ministry.  Part of the 
maturing process is growing a heart for ministry.  Christ the picture of complete spiritual 
maturity, emptied himself into others.  Paul emptied himself into others.   
 

Ephesians 4:15 (KJV)  
15  But speaking the truth in love, may grow up into him in all things, which is the head, even 

Christ: 

• Spiritual Edification – v. 16 
 

Ephesians 4:16 (KJV)  
16  From whom the whole body fitly joined together and compacted by that which every joint 

supplieth, according to the effectual working in the measure of every part, maketh increase of 

the body unto the edifying of itself in love.  

• Doctrinal Establishment – v. 14; Colossians 2:7 
 

Ephesians 4:14 (KJV)  
14  That we henceforth be no more children, tossed to and fro, and carried about with every 

wind of doctrine, by the sleight of men, and cunning craftiness, whereby they lie in wait to 

deceive; 


