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The 1689 Confession of Faith, Chapter 5 – “Of Divine Providence”, Session # 3 – 
“God is the First Cause”, Presented in the Adult Sunday School Class, and 

presented by Pastor Paul Rendall on February 3rd, 2019. 
 
 
Paragraph 1 - God the good Creator of all things, in His infinite power and wisdom doth a) uphold, direct, dispose, 
and govern all creatures and things, from the greatest even to the b) least, by His most wise and holy providence, to 
the end for the which they were created, according unto His infallible foreknowledge, and the free and immutable 
counsel of His c) own will; to the praise of the glory of his wisdom, power, justice, infinite goodness, and mercy. 
 
a) Hebrews 1: 3;       Job 38: 11;      Isa 46: 10-11;      Psalm 135: 6;     b) Matthew 10: 29-31;      c)  Ephesians 1: 11) 
 
Paragraph 2 - Although in relation to the foreknowledge and decree of God, the first cause, all things come to pass 
d) immutably and infallibly; so that there is not anything befalls any e) by chance, or without his providence; yet by 
the same providence he ordereth them to fall out according to the nature of second causes, either f) necessarily, 
freely, or contingently. 
 
d) Acts 2: 23;      e)Proverbs 16:33;      f) Genesis 8:22 
 
Westminster Shorter Catechism –  
Question 11 – What are God’s works of providence?   
 
Answer – God’s works of providence are, his most holy, wise, and powerful preserving and governing all his 
creatures, and all their actions.  
 
All of the works of God’s providence are holy works, they are wise works and they are powerful works, whereby He 
preserves and governs all of His creatures and all of their actions. 
 
Westminster Larger Catechism –  
Question 18 – What is God’s providence? 
 
Answer – God’s providence is his completely holy, wise, and powerful preserving and governing every creature and 
every action, ordering them all to his own glory.  

 
1. God not only is the First Cause in being the Creator of All Things, He is the 1st 
Cause in the Governing of All Things.  
 
a. This is most readily seen in the Scriptures in God’s governing of Kings. 
 
Proverbs 21: 1 – “The king’s heart is in the hand of the Lord, like the rivers of water; He turns 
it wherever He wishes.”   
 
Matthew Henry says – “God can change men’s minds, can, by a powerful insensible 
operation under their spirits, turn them from that which they seemed most intent upon, and 
incline them to that which they seemed most averse to, as the husbandman, by canals and 
gutters, turns the water through his grounds as he pleases, which does not alter the nature of the 
water, nor put any force upon it, any more than God’s providence does upon the native freedom 
of man’s will, but directs the course of it to serve his own purpose.”  
 
Daniel 4: 28-37 – “All this came upon King Nebuchadnezzar.”  “At the end of the twelve 
months he was walking about the royal palace of Babylon.”  “The king spoke, saying, ‘Is not this 
great Babylon, that I have built for a royal dwelling by my mighty power and for the honor of my 
majesty?” “While the word was still in the king’s mouth, a voice fell from heaven: ‘King 
Nebuchadnezzar, to you it is spoken: the kingdom has departed from you!”  “And they shall 
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drive you from men, and your dwelling shall be with the beasts of the field.” “They shall make 
you eat grass like oxen; and seven times shall pass over you, until you know that the Most High 
rules in the kingdom of men, and gives it to whomever He chooses.”  “That very hour the word 
was fulfilled concerning Nebuchadnezzar; he was driven from men and ate grass like oxen; his 
body was wet with the dew of heaven till his hair had grown like eagles’ feathers and his nails 
like birds’ claws.”  “And at the end of the time I, Nebuchadnezzar, lifted my eyes to heaven, and 
my understanding returned to me; and I blessed the Most High and praised and honored Him 
who lives forever: For His dominion is an everlasting dominion, And His kingdom is from 
generation to generation.” “All the inhabitants of the earth are reputed as nothing; He does 
according to His will in the army of heaven And among the inhabitants of the earth.”  “No one 
can restrain His hand Or say to Him, ‘What have You done?” “At the same time my reason 
returned to me, and for the glory of my kingdom, my honor and splendor returned to me.”  “My 
counselors and nobles resorted to me, I was restored to my kingdom, and excellent majesty was 
added to me.” “Now I, Nebuchadnezzar, praise and extol and honor the King of heaven, all of 
whose works are truth, and His ways justice.” “And those who walk in pride He is able to put 
down.” 
 
If we were to read the whole passage of Daniel chapter 4, we would see that God gave 
Nebuchadnezzar a premonition of how He was going to rule over him, this man of pride.  In 
verse 10 we see that he was given a dream of a tree in the midst of the earth, its height was great , 
and the tree grew and became strong.  Its height reached to the heavens, and it could be seen to 
the ends of all the earth.  This was a picture of Nebuchadnezzar himself.  In his dream, the king 
saw a holy one, a watcher coming down from heaven, and He cried aloud and said that the tree 
should be chopped down and its branches cut off, but the stump would be left and its roots in 
the earth.  It would be bound with a band of iron and bronze, in the tender grass of the field.  It 
would graze with the beasts on the grass of the earth.  His heart would be changed from that of a 
man to that of a beast, and he would be kept in this condition for 7 periods of time.  This dream 
was interpreted for him by Daniel, as referring to him, and Daniel advised him to break off his 
sins by being righteous, and his iniquities by showing mercy to the poor.  And perhaps there 
would be a lengthening of his prosperity.  But Nebuchadnezzar did not repent of his pride and so 
at the end of twelve months, it says in verse 28, he was walking about on the royal palace of 
Babylon.  And He was saying – “Is not this great Babylon, that I have built for a royal dwelling 
by my mighty power and for the honor of my majesty?  And while these words were still in his 
mouth, a voice fell from heaven that his sovereignty was taken from him and he would be like a 
beast of the field until he come to know that Most High rules in the kingdom of men, and give it 
to whomever He chooses. 
  
Now, the 1st cause is who in this story of Nebuchadnezzar?  Yes, you are right, it is God.  But 
Nebuchadnezzar was living his life as a confused man.  He thought of himself as the first cause, 
when he was only a man, the 2nd cause.  Yes, he did have sovereignty and a dominion, but it was 
something that had been given to him by God, and not only Nebuchadnezzar but all men need to 
acknowledge this.  God rules in the kingdom of men, and he gives positions of rulership to 
whomever he chooses.  Let me ask you now whether you believe this?  For if you do, it will be a 
matter of comfort and encouragement to you to know that God has all people, no matter how 
wicked, under His sovereign providential governance.   
 
2. God’s Providence is also seen in His  ruling and directing second causes in such 
a way that they may accomplish the ends determined by Himself. 
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Isaiah 10: 5-15 – “Woe to Assyria, the rod of My anger and the staff in whose hand is My 
indignation.”  “I will send him against an ungodly nation, and against the people of My wrath I 
will give him charge, to seize the spoil, to take the prey, and to tread them down like the mire of 
the streets.”  “Yet he does not mean so, nor does his heart think so; but it is in his heart to 
destroy, and cut off not a few nations.”  “For he says, ‘Are not my princes altogether kings?”  “Is 
not Calno like Carchemish?” “Is not Hamath like Arpad?”  “Is not Samaria like Damascus?”  “As 
my hand has found the kingdoms of the idols, whose carved images excelled those of Jerusalem 
and Samaria, as I have done to Samaria and her idols, shall I not do also to Jerusalem and her 
idols?”  “Therefore it shall come to pass, when the Lord has performed all His work on Mount 
Zion and on Jerusalem, that He will say, ‘I will punish the fruit of the arrogant heart of the king 
of Assyria, and the glory of his haughty looks.”  “For he says: ‘By the strength of my hand I have 
done it, and by my wisdom, for I am prudent; also I have removed the boundaries of the people, 
and have robbed their treasuries; so I have put down the inhabitants like a valiant man.”  “My 
hand has found like a nest the riches of the people, and as one gathers eggs that are left, I have 
gathered all the earth; and there was no one who moved his wing, nor opened his mouth with 
even a peep.”  “Shall the ax boast itself against him who chops with it?” “Or shall the saw exalt 
itself against him who saws with it?”  “As if a rod could wield itself against those who lift it up, or 
as if a staff could lift up, as if it were not wood!”  “Therefore the Lord, the Lord of hosts, will send 
leanness among his fat ones; and under his glory He will kindle a burning Like the burning of a 
fire.” “So the Light of Israel will be for a fire, And his Holy One for a flame; it will burn and 
devour His thorns and his briers in one day.”  
 
Now, you can see here what Sennacherib, the king of Assyria is called by the Lord here.  He is 
called the rod of God’s anger and the staff in whose hand is God’s indignation against Israel.  He 
was the instrument in  God’s hands.  He was being sent against the ungodly nation of Israel to 
tread them down like the mire of the streets.  But notice – He, Sennacherib, does not think so.  
He does not see himself this way; as God’s battle ax of judgment against Israel.  He thinks that 
he is doing all of these things on his own initiative, making his own plans entirely apart from 
God’s decretive will or providential ordering of events.  In fact, he goes so far in his arrogant 
heart to think that even as he had waged war against Samaria and conquered it, that he would 
conquer Jerusalem also.  He had a very low conception of the true and living God.  
 
He says in verse 13 – “By the strength of my hand I have done it, and by my wisdom, for I am 
prudent; also I have removed the boundaries of the people.”  He had taken over the land and 
rearranged the boundaries that the people had established, and the Lord had preserved unto 
that time of the takeover of the land.  He had found out all the riches of the people and 
plundered their nest, and no one opened his mouth to oppose him.   
 
But the Lord has something to say about this in verse 15.   “Shall the axe boast itself 
against him who chops with it?”  “Shall the saw exalt itself against him who saw with it?”  “As if a 
rod could wield itself against those who life it up, or as if a staff could lift up, as if it were not 
wood!”  But in the pictorial description that follows in verse 16 and 17, God shows Sennacherib 
that He will, having used him as His battle axe, deal with him and punish him in a tremendous 
way, in judgment, in one day.  And so, if we were to turn to Isaiah 37: 36, we would read of an 
angel of the Lord going out and killing in the camp of the Assyrians one hundred and eighty five 
thousand soldiers, and he himself being slain with the sword as he was worshiping in the house 
of Nisroch his god.  His own sons slew him.  We truly need to believe in the Lord’s wise and 
powerful ordering of providence on behalf of his own people.  We may need, in our days, to be 
punished as a nation for our many sins, but if we trust in the Lord, we His people will be 
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watched over and kept in His loving care no matter what happens which to us is very negative 
and disturbing.   
 


