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But grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. (2 Peter 3:18)

That night the LORD appeared to Solomon in a dream, and God said, “What do you want? Ask,
and I will give it to you!”

Solomon replied, “You showed great and faithful love to your servant my father, David,
because he was honest and true and faithful to you. And you have continued to show this great
and faithful love to him today by giving him a son to sit on his throne.

“Now, O LorD my God, you have made me king instead of my father, David, but | am like a
little child who doesn’t know his way around. And here | am in the midst of your own chosen
people, a nation so great and numerous they cannot be counted! Give me an understanding heart
so that | can govern your people well and know the difference between right and wrong. For
who by himself is able to govern this great people of yours?”

The Lord was pleased that Solomon had asked for wisdom. So God replied, “Because you have
asked for wisdom in governing my people with justice and have not asked for a long life or
wealth or the death of your enemies— I will give you what you asked for! | will give you a wise
and understanding heart such as no one else has had or ever will have! And | will also give you
what you did not ask for—riches and fame! No other king in all the world will be compared to
you for the rest of your life! And if you follow me and obey my decrees and my commands as
your father, David, did, I will give you a long life.” (1 Kings 3:5-14)

God gave Solomon very great wisdom and understanding, and knowledge as vast as the sands
of the seashore. In fact, his wisdom exceeded that of all the wise men of the East and the wise
men of Egypt. He was wiser than anyone else, including Ethan the Ezrahite and the sons of
Mahol—Heman, Calcol, and Darda. His fame spread throughout all the surrounding nations. He
composed some 3,000 proverbs and wrote 1,005 songs. He could speak with authority about all
kinds of plants, from the great cedar of Lebanon to the tiny hyssop that grows from cracks in a
wall. He could also speak about animals, birds, small creatures, and fish. And kings from every
nation sent their ambassadors to listen to the wisdom of Solomon. (1 Kings 4:29-34)

The fear of the LORD is the beginning of knowledge,
but fools despise wisdom and instruction. (Proverbs 1:7)

Fear: (Hebrew - yir'ahh) (1) “dread; terror” (2) “to stand in awe” (3) “to revere; to respect”.

For since the creation of the world God’s invisible qualities—his eternal power and divine
nature—have been clearly seen, being understood from what has been made, so that people are



without excuse. For although they knew God, they neither glorified him as God nor gave thanks
to him, but their thinking became futile and their foolish hearts were darkened. Although they
claimed to be wise, they became fools... (Romans 1:20-22)

I.  We must search out the truth of God’s Word. (v. 1-5)

All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in
righteousness, so that the servant of God may be thoroughly equipped for every good work. (2
Timothy 3:16-17)

Above all, you must understand that no prophecy of Scripture came about by the prophet’s own
interpretation of things. For prophecy never had its origin in the human will, but prophets,
though human, spoke from God as they were carried along by the Holy Spirit. (2 Peter 1:20-21)

Sanctify them by the truth; your word is truth. (John 17:17)
“I have hidden your Word in my heart that I might not sin against you.” (Psalm 119:11)
Lazy people take food in their hand but won’t even lift it to their mouth. (Proverbs 19:24)

If any of you lacks wisdom, you should ask God, who gives generously to all without finding
fault, and it will be given to you. (James 1:5)

God’s Word is such a treasure trove of truth that ANY effort required to mine it will be
richly rewarded.

Il. We must strive to understand the truth that has been revealed. (v. 6-8)

Be diligent to present yourself approved to God, a worker who does not need to be ashamed,
rightly dividing the word of truth. (2 Timothy 2:15)

Let’s eat father
Let’s eat, father

“Do you understand what you are reading?”’ Philip asked.
“How can I,” he said, “unless someone explains it to me?”” (Acts 8:30b-31)

He writes the same way in all his letters, speaking in them of these matters. His letters contain
some things that are hard to understand, which ignorant and unstable people distort, as they do
the other Scriptures, to their own destruction. (2 Peter 3:16)

We have much to say about this, but it is hard to make it clear to you because you no longer try
to understand. In fact, though by this time you ought to be teachers, you need someone to teach
you the elementary truths of God’s word all over again. You need milk, not solid food! But



solid food is for the mature, who by constant use have trained themselves to distinguish good
from evil. (Hebrews 5:11-14)

“Therefore consider carefully how you listen. Whoever has will be given more; whoever does
not have, even what they think they have will be taken from them.” (Luke 8:18)

God’s Word is THE source of truth so He richly rewards those who value it.

1. We must seek to apply and obey the truth at all times. (v. 9-10)

Jesus said, “Anyone who loves me will obey my teaching. My Father will love them, and we
will come to them and make our home with them. Anyone who does not love me will not obey
my teaching. These words you hear are not my own; they belong to the Father who sent me.
“All this I have spoken while still with you. But the Advocate, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father
will send in my name, will teach you all things and will remind you of everything | have said to
you. (John 14:23-26)

Therefore, get rid of all moral filth and the evil that is so prevalent and humbly accept the word
planted in you, which can save you. Do not merely listen to the word, and so deceive
yourselves. Do what it says. Anyone who listens to the word but does not do what it says is like
someone who looks at his face in a mirror and, after looking at himself, goes away and
immediately forgets what he looks like. But whoever looks intently into the perfect law that
gives freedom, and continues in it—not forgetting what they have heard, but doing it—they will
be blessed in what they do. (James 1:21-25)

God’s Word will richly reward those who follow it with the map to eternal and abundant
life.

Now this is eternal life: that they know you, the only true God, and Jesus Christ, whom you
have sent. (John 17:3)



