
 WORSHIPING ON THE LORD’S DAY 
February 7, 2016 

 
Worship, as God intended, is a supernatural event. As we enter 
into this service of worship, we cross the threshold of the secular 
to the sacred, from the common to the uncommon, from the 
profane to the holy. Prepare yourself therefore for this most 
holy convocation! 

Prelude 
Worship Theme God is Eternal 
 

Psalm 90:1-2: “Lord, Thou hast been our dwelling place in all 
generations.  Before the mountains were born, or Thou didst 
give birth to the earth and the world, even from everlasting to 
everlasting, Thou art God.” 

 
God Calls us to Worship Before the Cross Rom. 12:1 
+We Adore Him 

  Hymn #7, “From All That Dwell Below The Skies”    b. on Ps. 117 
 

   We Confess Our Sin 
 

 Blessed Lord Jesus, no human mind could conceive or 
invent the gospel.  Acting in eternal grace, Thou art both its 
messenger and its message, lived out on earth through 
infinite compassion, applying Thy life to insult, injury,  and 
death, that I might be redeemed, ransomed, and freed.  
Blessed be thou, O Father, for contriving this way, eternal 
thanks to thee, O Lamb of God, for opening this way, praise 
everlasting to thee, O Holy Spirit, for applying this way to 
my heart. 
 Glorious Trinity, impress the gospel on my soul, until its 
virtue diffuses every faculty; let it be heard, acknowledged, 
professed, and felt.  Teach me to secure this mighty blessing; 
help me to give up every darling lust, to submit heart and life 
to its command, to have it in my will, controlling my 
affections, molding my understanding; to adhere strictly to 
the rules of true religion, not departing from them in any 
instance,  nor for any advantage in order to escape evil, 
inconvenience or danger.  Take me to the cross to seek glory 
from its infamy; strip me of every pleasing pretense of 
righteousness by my own doings. 
 O gracious Redeemer, I have neglected Thee too long, 
often crucified Thee, crucified Thee afresh by my 

impenitence, put Thee to open shame.  I thank Thee for the 
patience that has borne with me so long, and for the grace 
that now makes me willing to be Thine.  O unite me to 
Thyself with inseparable bonds, that nothing may ever draw 
me back from Thee, my Lord, my Savior.  In Jesus matchless 
name, Amen! 

 
 We Thank Him For His Forgiveness 
  Hymn #274, “Thine Be The Glory” 
 

God Calls us to Worship Thru Dedication Rom. 12:2 
 We Give Him Our Offering & Concerns 

 
 We Give Him Ourselves 
  Hymn #95, “Though Troubles Assail Us” 
 
God Calls us to Worship Thru Fellowship Rom. 12:9 
 We Read His Word 
 
 Sermon 
 
  *We Partake Of The Lord’s Supper 
  Hymn #708, “O Love That Wilt Not Let Me Go” 
 
God Blesses us in the Benediction 
Welcome and Announcements 
Postlude 
(Containers have been placed at the front for communion cups and small trash) 

+You are invited to raise your hands during the prayer of adoration. 
*Visitors, please see note below on the Lord’s Supper.  



  
 God’s Message to the Spiritual Green Beret 
 Psalm 134 

Study Notes for February 7, 2016 
 
I. Introduction: Child Superstars 
 
II. God’s Message to the Spiritual Green Beret, Ps. 134. 
 
 A. The Call, vv. 1-2. 
 
  1. An Introduction to the “Song of Ascents” 
 
   a. Beginning in Psalm 120 (whose context is that of the alien surroundings of Meshech and Kedar, Ps. 

120:5) and ending here in Ps. 134 (whose context is that of the Temple itself), the Psalter contains 15 
songs that were to be sung by the people of God as they journeyed from their home in the diaspora to 
the temple... 

 
 
 
   b. And so this section of the Psalms was intended for a pilgrim people travelling to the place of their 

greatest delight: the Lord! As such we have before us a variety of progressions… 
 
    1. Physically 
 
 
    2. Spiritually 
 
 
    3. Eternally 

 
 
  2. With that, notice the theme of this Psalm: blessing! The command in vv. 1-2 revolves around God’s people 

“blessing the Lord” and the response in v. 3 has God “blessing” us! 
 
   a. “Blessing” as Found in vv. 1-2 Defined 
 
 
 

…we have been made to “bless the Lord” (cf. 1 Cor. 10:31; Col. 2:23-24; Phil. 3:3).  It is that for 
which we have been made (Is. 43:6b-7) and it is that which we shall spend the rest of eternity doing 
(Rev. 7:9-12)! And so, we are NOT surprised to read in this final “Psalm of Ascents” a call to worship 
God. 

 
b. However, what is a surprise is that the call was issued NOT to the people as entered upon the Temple 

Mount after a long sojourning in the wilderness- which would have been a rather natural command.  
RATHER to whom was it issued (Ps. 134:1; Deut. 10:8; 1 Chron. 9:33; 23:30)? 

 
 
 

Where We Live 
 
   1. Those who were here called to worship God were not the purposely rebellious or ones who lived in the 

wilderness and now were considering the worship of God.  Rather, they were ones who already had 
been called to live for the glory and praise of God and were in the house of the Lord serving Him.  So 
why the call? 

 
   2. The answer is twofold… 
 
    a. First, if OT Levites were called to worship- people whose existence was defined by worship, who 

“served in the house of the Lord both day and night”- then what does that tell us about the nature 
of our sinful hearts? 

 
 
    b. Second, this also speaks of a strong encouragement to continue doing that which is the heart’s 

desire: the Worship and Service of God! 

In the words of Kidner to bless God is to, “...acknowledge 
gratefully what [God] is...” (Psalms 73-150, TOTC, p. 454) 
 



  

As Kidner put it, “[For God to bless man]... 
God must make of him what he is not, and 
give him what he has not.” (Psalms 
73-150, TOTC, pg. 454) 
 

 B. The Provision for our Call, v. 3a. 
 
  What an important link we see here between the call to worship God and God’s provision- a provision which both 

priest and people would have enjoyed!... 
 
 
 
  Illustration: Eph. 1:3 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 C. The Certainty of the Provision, v. 3b. 
 
  To understand this final statement, you must have a little understanding of the culture of the Psalmist’s day.  As 

in the days of Christ, the nations surrounding the OT Israelite were polytheistic- which means they believed in 
and so worshipped many gods.  Now in the typical polytheistic world view of the ancient Near East, protection 
by the gods depended upon where you were.  For example... 

 
 
 
  And so, when the Psalmist unites the promised blessing of God with the fact that God is the “…maker of heaven 

and earth” he is giving a strong statement of assurance! If God truly is “the creator of the heavens and the earth,” 
then there is absolutely nothing that can thwart Him or the promised blessing of this verse! 

 
 
 

Where We Live 
 
   1. How we need to hear this! At the outset, we must all confess that this command is beyond each and 

everyone of us (cf. Rom. 7:18)!.. 
 
 
   2. And yet the good news is that we have not been left alone to work out our salvation.  Rather, the God 

who calls us to bless Him has first promised to bless us!... 
 
 
   3. Now the question that each of us must ask is, “Will I accept this? Will I rely upon the blessing promised 

by God?” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

All sermons preached at Bethel are available on-line.  Listen to or watch this or any sermon at http://bethelpresbyterian.sermonaudio.com. 

Eugene Peterson wrote, “It describes what God does to us and among us: he enters into covenant with us, he pours 
out his own life for us, he shares the goodness of his Spirit, the vitality of his creation, the joys of his redemption.  
He empties himself among us, and we get what he is.  That is blessing.” (A Long Obedience in the Same 
Direction, p. 191) 
 
Johannes Pedersen said, “Whichever form the blessing takes, it implies an exchange of the contents of the soul.” 
(Israel: Its Life and Culture, p. 202) 
 
Eugene Peterson added, “A book on God has for its title The God Who Stands, Stoops and Stays.  That 
summarizes the posture of blessing: God stands- he is the foundation and dependable; God stoops- he kneels to our 
level and meets us where we are; God stays- he sticks with us through hard times and good, sharing his life with us 
in grace and peace.” (A Long Obedience in the Same Direction, pp. 191-192) 

N. M’Michael put it, “The priestly benediction brings God before us in a twofold character.  He is described 
first as the Creator of the universe.  He is described, in the second place, as dwelling ‘in Zion.’  In the first 
aspect, he is represented as the God of nature; in the second, as the God of grace [because Zion was the resting 
place of the ark].  When I contemplate him as the Creator of the universe, there is abundant proof that he can 
bless me.  When I contemplate him as dwelling in the Church, there is abundant proof that he will bless me.” 
(Quoted in C. H. Spurgeon’s Treasury of David, Vol. 2, Psalm CXX to CXXIV, p. 180). 


