EXPOSITION OF EZEKIEL p. 116
Message #21 Ezekiel 18:1-32

Dr. H. A. lIronside once observed that there arepvinaciples that run throughout Scripture that
many N.T. believers don’t understan@ne is the_grace of God and the other is the
government of God Ezekiel, p. 115).

Now most believers truly do love and know sometrabgut the doctrine of the grace of God. It
is an amazing doctrine. The grace of God actua#igns more than just unmerited favor; it also
means unmerited favor to those who merit just h@osite. The salvation we have is by grace
and we don’t deserve it. But the truth is not atibywe not deserve or merit; we actually merit
and deserve just the opposite. What we desetwellis What we actually merit is condemna-
tion, not justification. So the grace of God isch, wonderful doctrine.

But what most believers don’t understand is the dddne of the government of God. They

do not realize thabod’s grace does not eliminate God’s governmeniGod’s government
demands that the works of a person be judged, wh#that person is a believer or not. If the
person is not a believer, the government of Gotirenard them with hell. If the personis a
believer, the government of God will reward thenthwewards. Without respect of person, each
individual will be the recipient of a judicial dsgon due to the government of God.

Now this point is critical to this chapter. Thssnot a chapter that is dealing with the grace of
God and how one may be saved. This is a chaperstbeaching the government of God will
not let anyone get away with sin. That is veryiobs from this chapter:

GOD, IN HIS GRACE, GIVES ALL INDIVIDUALS AN OPPORTU NITY TO REPENT
OF THEIR SIN AND LIVE; BUT IF THEY DO NOT REPENT, G OD, IN HIS RIGHT-

EOUS GOVERNMENT, WILL JUDGE THEM AND HOLD THEM ACCO UNTABLE

AND THEY WILL DIE.

When we read this chapter there is no question that screams individual responsibility

and accountability before God. There is individual responsibility and accounligpfor

nations and for humans. Israel as a nation hasitssin case and so does the United States. |
have my own sin case and you have your sin casace@ives us time to resolve our sin case,
but God’s government will not just overlook a sase that is not resolved.

What we have been seeing in Ezekiel is that Godsseagative judgments to get people’s
attention. If people will turn away from the shrat is prompting the judgment and turn to the
Lord, God’s grace will forgive them and bless thelinppeople do not turn away from the sin
that is prompting the judgment of God, God’s gowveent will judge them.

We want to analyze this important chapter by bregiki down into nine divine judgment
realities:



p. 117

DIVINE JUDGMENT REALITY #1 — All souls of people belong to God and the soul that
sins will diel8:1-4

Now verse 1says that the Word of the LORD came to Ezekiebd @ants to stress again that
the data in this chapter is by direct revelatianfrGod.

It is clear fromverse 2that around Israel there was a proverb that bigsieaught the parents’
actions were inherited by the children. The parestt sour grapes and the children’s teeth are
set on edge. This must have been a well-knowngpbolvecause it was also quoted by Jeremiah
(Jer. 31:29-30). The point was that the fatheln@ice to eat sour grapes had some effect on the
children’s teeth and what they ate.

In Exodus 20:5 we read that God will visit sin e third and fourth generation if it is not faced.
What was happening in Ezekiel’s day is that Isveed blaming their judgment on their parents.
They were apparently saying God was not fair ar. jus

Apparently what the people were saying was that thewere suffering and experiencing the
judgment of God because of the parent’s sins and htheir own sins. They were delusional
in thinking and saying we are innocent and theaeaghy we are experiencing trouble is
because our forefathers committed sin. The pdugdetaken a fatalistic view that blamed the
parents and the ancestors for their own trouble.

People do this all the time. They want to blaneeghrents for their own problems rather than
take responsibility for their own decisions.

Well, God says iwverse 3 this is a false proverb and | am about to pubp # your thinking.
You are not going to use this proverb anymore. Nde identifies Himself as the Lord GOD,
He is identifying Himself as being the SovereigndGo

In verse 4 God sets the record straigh#ll souls belong to Him and all souls are accountdé
to Him.

Those who support abortion need to take a seramlsdt this verse. All souls belong to God.
The soul of a father and the soul of a son andaalls are accountable to God and the soul that
sins will die. All souls are subject to God. Gsdhe one who ordained the soul of every human
being and if one ends up receiving a penalty judgroéGod, such as death, it was due to his
own sin issue.

In other words, every person is individually accalnte to God. This is true in every dispen-
sation. We cannot blame our parents for our own 8/e cannot blame our forefathers for our
sin choices. All are individually accountable tods
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DIVINE JUDGMENT REALITY #2 — God assesses the case of a righteous m&i5-9

Now God gives His first judgment or assessmeninef ide judges as righteous. This man is not
sinless, but he is classified by God as righteous.

Trait #1 - A righteous man practices justic&8:5a
Trait #2 - A righteous man practices righteousnet8:5b
Trait #3 - A righteous man does not associate himself witbefa¢ligion. 18:6a

The idea of eating at the mountain was the idgaadicipating in the idolatrous worship services
that were conducted up on the mountain areas.

Trait #4 - A righteous man does not involve himself in imntibya 18:6b
Trait #5 - A righteous man does not oppress othdi&.7a

Trait #6 - A righteous man pays his bill4.8:7b

Trait #7 - A righteous man does not rob othets:7c

Trait #8 - A righteous man shares some food and clothing thi¢#meedy.18:7d
Trait #9 - A righteous man does not lend money and chargeasit. 18:8a
Trait #10 - A righteous man keeps his hand from iniquity:8b

Trait #11 - A righteous man judges justly between man and mM&rB8c

Trait #12 - A righteous man governs his life by God’s WoiB:9

Any individual who faithfully lives life this waysi honorable and will live and not die
prematurely as a judgment of God.

The idea of “live” in the Old Testament not onlyens to the duration of life, but the fullness
of life and the blessings of God in life. A meagfui, blessed life comes from pursuing the
righteous ways of God.

DIVINE JUDGMENT REALITY #3 — God assesses the case of a wicked 48rl0-13

Now a father could be a righteous man, but haveckes son. A wicked son has certain traits:
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Trait #1 - A wicked son is violent18:10a

Trait #2 - A wicked son does not do righteous things to higHer. 18:10b
Trait #3 - A wicked son involves himself in false religiofd8:11a
Trait #4 - A wicked son involves himself in immoralityl8:11b

Trait #5 - A wicked son oppresses the poor and neddyl12a

Trait #6 - A wicked son does rob other$8:12b

Trait #7 - A wicked son does not pay his bill§8:12¢c

Trait #8 - A wicked son involves himself in things abominabl&:12d
Trait #9 - A wicked son lends on interest to make interd§t13a

God says this wicked son will not live; he will diele will be put to death and the blood is on
his own head.

DIVINE JUDGMENT REALITY #4 — God assesses the case of a righteous son who has a
wicked fatherl8:14-18

Now God brings up another reality, which is thditg@af a son who grows up watching a
wicked father but he decides he will not follow himhis evil.

Trait #1 - He does not involve himself in false religious shup like his dad.18:15a
Trait #2 - He is not involved in immoral things like his dati8:15b

Trait #3 - He does not oppress people like his da8.16a

Trait #4 - He does not commit robbery like his d&kB:16b

Trait #5 - He helps needy people unlike his dd®.16c

Trait #6 - He does not take advantage of people like his d8dlL7a

Trait #7 - He lives life according to God’s Word unlike higdd 18:17b

In this case the son will livey. 17), but the father will digv. 18).
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DIVINE JUDGMENT REALITY #5 — God assesses the case of judgment against indlgidu
18:19-20

The point here is that the son’s teeth were netcééd by the fact that the father ate sour grapes
and chose to live an evil life. God will judge thghteous son on the basis of what he did and he
will judge the evil father on the basis of whatdie.

DIVINE JUDGMENT REALITY #6 — God assesses the case of the wicked man who turns
from sin to pursue righteousneks®21-23

These verses offer amazing grace. No matter hoania has drifted into evil and wickedness,
if one will turn away from it and turn to the Lorde will not be punished but will live and
experience the blessings of God.

A wicked person has two options.
(Option #1) - Continue in a lifestyle of wickednesmtrary to God;
(Option #2) - Turn from the wicked lifestyle to gue the Word and will of God.

If the wicked person turns to God, God will grarege. He does not want to punish people. He
finds no pleasure in that. He would rather graistlie and blessings to His people.

DIVINE JUDGMENT REALITY #7 — God addresses the case of the righteous man wh® tur
to sin to pursue wickedne&8:24

If a righteous man turns away from righteousnegsutsue wickedness, his righteousness will
not be remembered and he will be judged and hedveill God will not let His people dabble in
abominable things forever. He gives them timesfzent; but if they don’t, he will execute them.
Just because a person was once righteous doest hohloff the hook so he can pursue evil.

DIVINE JUDGMENT REALITY #8 — God addresses what people say versus what Heavill d
18:25-29

It is quite obvious fronverse 25that the people of Israel were saying God’s waglang things
was not right, just or fair. God says you aredhes who are not right.

Verse 26says if a righteous man turns from his righteoasnke will die.Verse 27if a wicked
man turns away from his wickedness, he will live.

Why will he live? Because agrse 28says he thought it through and decided he wawted t
walk in the ways of God and not continue in the svaysin.
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God says irverse 29 Israel is so deluded in their thinking that tliey’t think this is right. God
says you are the ones who are not right.

DIVINE JUDGMENT REALITY #9 — God warns of judgment but offers grade3:30-32

God gives a gracious invitation to all people—witke righteous. The invitation is to repent and
turn away from “all your transgressions” so thatjuity does not become a stumbling block to
you.

Go after a new heart that is dedicated to obeyiedScriptures and you will live a long, blessed
life. God does not delight in killing someone. tBtitimes He does it. We can avoid negative
judgment by responding to the Word of God.

God promises that one day Israel will have a nearttend new spirit (36:26-27). This will be a
national reality. But it can be an individual ieahere and now.

Now one difference between law and grace is clesegn by comparing this chapter to Ezekiel
36:26-34. In this chapter the emphasis is on ‘fiblave or not do and die.” In Ezekiel 36 the
emphasis is on a new heart that guarantees onbwill

We receive a new heart that makes us a new cregomoment we believe in Jesus Christ.
We have received a clean slate and if we pursuenthiah is righteous, one day we will be
rewarded. But if we pursue that which is unrighigove will lose.

Do not ever forget that God is a God of grace,Hruis also a God of government.



