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Tonight is my privilege to invite you to open your Bibles to the gospel of Matthew 2. If 
by chance in person or online you are new to us on Sunday evenings, I want to welcome 
you to a very and slow but steady journey through the gospel of Matthew. I realize this 
book of the Bible has 28 chapters, we're only beginning chapter 2, and you'll notice on 
the outline tonight that this is "The Mystery of the Magi," part 1, which if you're going to 
have a part 1 that necessitates having a part 2. And before you question the pace by which
we are walking through the gospel of Matthew, let me remind you that the gospel of 
Matthew, a study of this book of the Bible is more than just the first gospel for it is the 
gospel of Matthew that serves as this incredible transition as we go from worship in the 
temple of a building to our bodies being the temple of the Holy Ghost. It serves as a 
transition from the prophecies that proclaim the coming Messiah to the declaration that 
he had arrived. It takes us from the Jewish people unto the Gentile. It takes us from the 
temple unto the church. It takes us from the old covenant unto the new. And essentially I 
believe that a proper understanding of the book of Matthew is more than the chronology 
of the life and ministry of Jesus Christ, it is an understanding of the totality of scripture. 
So rather than looking at this as a study through the gospel of Matthew, think of this in 
terms as a Bible study of the entirety of scripture just through the lens of one particular 
book.

Tonight, we come to Matthew 2 where we're going to meet whom we collectively know 
as the wise men or the magi. It says in verse 1, 

1 Now when Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judaea in the days of Herod 
the king, behold, there came wise men from the east to Jerusalem, 2 
Saying, Where is he that is born King of the Jews? for we have seen his 
star in the east, and are come to worship him. 3 When Herod the king had 
heard these things, he was troubled, and all Jerusalem with him. 4 And 
when he had gathered all the chief priests and scribes of the people 
together, he demanded of them where Christ should be born. 5 And they 
said unto him, In Bethlehem of Judaea: for thus it is written by the 
prophet, 6 And thou Bethlehem, in the land of Juda, art not the least 
among the princes of Juda: for out of thee shall come a Governor, that 
shall rule my people Israel. 7 Then Herod, when he had privily called the 

Page 1 of 9

http://www.sermonaudio.com/jeffmeyers
http://www.fbcopelika.com/


wise men, enquired of them diligently what time the star appeared. 8 And 
he sent them to Bethlehem, and said, Go and search diligently for the 
young child; and when ye have found him, bring me word again, that I 
may come and worship him also. 9 When they had heard the king, they 
departed; and, lo, the star, which they saw in the east, went before them, 
till it came and stood over where the young child was. 10 When they saw 
the star, they rejoiced with exceeding great joy. 11 And when they were 
come into the house, they saw the young child with Mary his mother, and 
fell down, and worshipped him: and when they had opened their treasures,
they presented unto him gifts; gold, and frankincense, and myrrh. 12 And 
being warned of God in a dream that they should not return to Herod, they 
departed into their own country another way. 

Now for most of us tonight, this is a reading of somewhat of the secondary Christmas 
story. We, at the Christmas season, often read the account from Luke but the secondary 
story is here in what we know as the gospel of Matthew where we discover not only 
Herod and his disposition but the coming of these famous men whom we declare as wise.
Tonight, when we discuss who these wise men or these magi are, I want to divide the 
message into two sections. The first is going to be somewhat brief, and the second 
somewhat lengthy: the birth of the Messiah versus the visit to the child Messiah. One 
thing that we need to take notice of immediately is that in the chronology of time, the 
wise men visiting Jesus, they did not arrive the night of his birth. They did not arrive the 
week of his birth. Some time had gone by, by the time that they arrived.

So let's begin with the birth, that which we're very familiar with. It states here in verse 2 
where Jesus was born, a very specific place, Bethlehem. Understand in our terminology 
today Bethlehem would have been maybe a one light town at best. It might have had a 
stop sign at a crossroads of an intersection. It was a small little community. It meant the 
house of bread, the home of David, but most assuredly 2,000 years ago if you declared 
that the King of kings was going to be incarnated in flesh, you could have listed at least 
10 or 12 cities you thought more worthy than Bethlehem and that's why that prophecy of 
Micah that was alluded to here in this passage said that, "Though you are the least of all 
them in Judah, the King shall come unto you." The place is without question. 

There is this interesting character or this person whom we know as Herod the king or 
Herod the Great. Two things you must know about him before we speak of these wise 
men or magi is, number 1, the dates by which he lived and died and, secondly, the 
description of who he was as a man. I know that oftentimes when it comes to dating and 
chronology, there is great difficulty when it comes to the biblical record because the 
Bible does not give us the privilege of saying in the year 47 BC this event occurred. The 
way that the Bible describes things, much like in Luke 2 at the famous Christmas story, is
it tells us in a certain year when So-and-so was the governor, another guy was the mayor, 
and oh, by the way, this was six years after the earthquake and two years before the 
tsunami. That's not an actual passage in the Bible, that's just how it typically describes it. 
And that's important because you do realize that there is great conflict when it comes to 
calendars and if the Bible laid out a certain year according to a certain calendar, another 
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calendar could be used to dispute the factuality of the event, but because we're listing 
those who rule and significant supernatural and/or natural events, it doesn't matter what 
calendar we're using, we can pinpoint the date. Why is that important? Because even 
though we typically refer to chronology as a big time period as before Christ and then 
AD, after, understand that Jesus Christ in his birth is not that simplistic. 

Herod the Great died in 2 BC. We know that Jesus Christ was born prior to his death 
based on the story that we just read and, by the way, there is no year 0, we go from 1 BC 
to 1 AD if you want to use that strict calendar, but Jesus Christ was not born somewhere 
in that middle, he was actually born in what you and I collectively would call the BC era. 
Now based on the age of which this story takes place which we'll address in just a 
moment, it is not without reason to say that Jesus Christ's birth, that famous Christmas 
story easily took place somewhere around 3, 4 even 5 BC according to our accepted 
Gregorian calendar. Again, the main point isn't the exact date because calendars some 
and calendars go, the point is that we know who was ruling, where they were ruling, and 
what events were taking place so that we can synchronize the events.

As far as the description of Herod, this is the man when he discovered that there was a 
threat to his rule, according to the prophecy given by Jeremiah the prophet, had every 
male child in the area under two years of age eliminated. That great prophecy talks about 
crying in the streets of Ramah for their children. The reason this is significant is if the 
wise men who came and said, "We've seen his star. We know where and when he was 
born." If they were there the week or just the month of his birth, then why would he 
extend it to two years out? The reason he extended it two years out is because, as we're 
about to address, the wise men's journey probably was not as expedient as our nativity 
sets may tell us.

So let's speak about the visit of the wise men. Two things I want to call to your attention 
hopefully somewhat humorously before we get to the text of scripture. 1. If you're going 
to be very historical at Christmas with your nativity, you need to put the wise men either 
in the guest room or the garage because they were not there the night of his birth. 
Secondly, does it strike any of you odd that the wise men are always the tallest of the 
nativity sets? Why is it that we just suppose that if you're tall, you're wise, and if you're 
wise, you're tall? But nonetheless, in your nativity set I highly recommend that you shave
a little off the bottom and put them in another room.

So that being said, let's talk about their visit. In verse 9 and 11 of this passage, it makes it 
very clear that they're going to see the young child. Even Herod when he dialogued with 
these wise men declared he was a young child. It says very clearly in verse 1, it says, 
"behold, there came wise men from the east to Jerusalem." Now I want to explore this 
concept of "from the east" somewhat extensively tonight because I want to take kind of a 
bigger view. Remember this isn't just a study of Matthew 2, this is a study of the entirety 
of scripture and one of the things that we need to diagnose tonight is this, that when God 
moves individuals or warns us about directional movement utilizing west and east, there 
may be more to the story than just the story.
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Allow me to give you some examples biblically of when people went "west to east" in 
scripture. In the book of Genesis 3, when God drove Adam and Eve out of the garden 
after they sinned, he drove them east of Eden. In fact, that's a title of a very famous John 
Steinbeck book of years gone by. And the subsequent chapter in Genesis 4, when Cain 
killed his brother Abel and he cried to fall upon the mercy of the Lord, that mark was 
placed upon him, it says he departed from the presence of the Lord and he went east of 
where Adam and Eve were located. Later in the book of Genesis, chapter 28, when Jacob 
was concerned for his own physical life when Esau his brother was coming after him, not
in the way, not in the will of the Lord, guess which direction he traveled? He went east 
not trusting the Lord for provision. Jeremiah 52, we have a detailed account and we know
historically that when the Jewish people were taken into captivity which they had been 
warned of God for hundreds of years, Babylon was east of Jerusalem. And finally, 2 
Samuel 16 through 18 when David is running from Absalom rather than facing what is 
before him and trusting in the provision of God, much like Jacob with Esau, he flees to 
the east.

Now let's flip the proverbial script. What happens when you see an individual or the 
people of God move from west to east? You're going to see a completely different trend 
or thread of thought. When humanity moves from the west to the east, more often than 
not they are leaving from the presence of God, they are traveling toward and in their 
rebellion, however when they're coming west, hence the old statement "go west, young 
man," it is much the opposite. When God called Abraham in Genesis 12 to a land that he 
knew not of and you map out what direction he sent him, we discover that God sent him 
westward. In Genesis 32 through 35, when Jacob repented of that which we just 
addressed with Esau and he returned to the Lord, he returned headed the direction of 
west. In the book of Numbers 19 through 25 when the Jewish people entered what we 
know as the Promised Land, allow me to share with you some incredible insight. When 
you look at the place of the wilderness, when you look at where the Jewish people were 
wandering around for 40 years, the closest entry into the Promised Land was actually 
from the south to the north. It would have been a very easy journey just to go right up the 
proverbial highway but what did God do? God actually sent them to the east coast of the 
Jordan River and had them cross the Jordan from east to west. In the book of Ezra and 
Nehemiah when the Jewish people after 70 years of captivity in Babylon which was 
sending them east, obviously we flip that proverbial script, when they return to their 
homeland, when they build the wall back, when they restored the temple, they had to go 
from the east to the west to do so.

As we make our way to not only the New Testament but other thoughts, in the book of 
Acts, the initial thrust of the gospel according to Acts 16 was westward. Secondly, when 
one were to enter the tabernacle in the Old Testament, that which was arranged in the 
book of Exodus 25, that tent of worship, you see all the details, the skins that were to be 
provided, the colors that were to be provided, all the elements of worship and God 
orchestrated it not because God needed those things but we needed them to help us 
understand who God is, was, and always will be. When he set up that tent, I'll give you a 
guess what direction they were supposed to enter. From the east to the west. And when 
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Solomon built that famous temple, that which was the heart's cry of his earthly father 
David, the direction by which you enter is the east to the west. And though it may not be 
on your outline tonight, Jesus Christ encouraged us to look to his coming, where are we 
supposed to look for his return? To the what sky? The eastern sky. In fact, when he 
entered that Temple Mount with what we know as Palm Sunday, he entered through the 
eastern gate traveling east to west.

Just an interesting antidote in regards to all that directional study. The sun whom, by the 
way, in Malachi 4, Jesus Christ is called the sun, s-u-n of righteousness, travels east to 
west. That's the direction, correct? That is what we observe. It rises in the east. It sets in 
the west. This movement, the sun actually moves from our perspective in opposition to 
the world's movement, much as 1 John 2 says that Jesus Christ and the love of him is to 
go contrary or against the grain of the ways of the world.

Just as a side note, what we know as the gospel of Jesus Christ not only in Acts 16, 
primarily went to the west. Don't get me wrong, it went in all directions, but one of the 
things that can be observed today thanks to 2,000 years of hindsight is the primary 
movement of the gospel, the expansion of the missionary movement was a westward 
movement into what we know as Europe, into Africa and to the Americas, and yet in 
these "last days," where is the most prominent movement of the gospel? In what we know
as the eastern world. What did Jesus say or actually the angels when he departed? "As he 
departs so he shall return." Could it be that the gospel is going forth westward all the way
back to where it started could again be one of those antidotes to this?

Now why go to all of that trouble? Because when these magi or wise men come to see the
young child, the Bible says they are from the east so there's two things we've got to deal 
with there. We know they're going to go westward on the journey, that's great, but the big
issue is why were they in the east in the first place? And so tonight I want to talk about 
the three possibilities of who these guys were. 

Now when we talk about the "three wise men," please know that the Bible doesn't say 
how many were there. It just says they brought three gifts, so we have just kind of put our
tradition on the story that there were "three wise men." There could have been 23 wise 
men, we don't know. It just says wise men from the east.

Here are the three possibilities. 1. Is these were simply men who were from, resided and 
lived in what we know as the eastern world today. The main issue we're concerned with 
this is that what we know as the scriptures, particularly the Jewish Old Testament which 
prophesied of Bethlehem that they quoted in this passage, are rare and rarely available in 
the eastern world. And if you do a study of religious expression in this part of the world 
where they would have come from, what we know as the "Jewish population" who would
adhere to the Old Testament is a fraction of the society and culture. Most religious 
expression is contrary to what we know as the Old Testament, yet when these guys show 
up, they not only know who has been born, they've seen his star which we'll address next 
week, and they quote the scriptures that came through the lineage of Abraham from the 
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pen of Moses, they not only read them, believed them, but were willing to take a journey 
around the world to fulfill them.

So this idea that they just were these random observers from the eastern world, I think is 
a far stretch. The second possibility is many people said that these were "representatives 
of humanity." This idea goes all the way back to the book of Genesis 9 when Noah and 
the seven other souls that were on the boat with him that famous 15 month journey, that 
excursion waiting out the Noahide flood, that when his three sons departed, we see when 
you get to Genesis 11 that though there was a rebellious spirit, there was eventually an 
obedience because of a mix-up of the languages, that they departed into the three areas of
the world creating what many would claim as the three families of humanity. And there 
are those that would say, well, these three wise men, though the Bible doesn't say there 
were just three, that they traditionally are seen as the "brotherhood of man," they 
represent all of humanity collectively. The biggest issue I have with this is, number 1, it's 
not biblically sustainable, number 2, then you're saying that somebody who was born and
raised in "western Europe" just found his way to the eastern world so he could be a part 
of the journey back halfway back. In other words, the likelihood of three guys from these 
three groups all being in the same place, studying the Jewish scripture, is a far concept.

Which leads us to the last. Who were these guys? There is a third possibility. Because of 
the scriptures that they quote, because of the manner in which they act, there is a distinct 
possibility that these men were a part of the remnant from the exile. Now remember 
about 4-500 years before this, the Jewish people who had been in captivity in Babylon, 
which is east, made their way back home but the Bible tells us in Ezra and Nehemiah that
not everybody went back. There were a few souls that found comfort in Babylon, maybe 
had steady income in Babylon, maybe they were not what we might say faith expressing 
Jewish people. We don't know all the details there and so it is quite possible that a group 
of exiled Jewish people planted themselves in that eastern part of the world known as 
Babylon and generations later these individuals rose from their ranks.

Now one of the first observations is, well, then why would God utilize this rebellious 
group to be such a part of this important story? Well, you're then putting the "faith" of 
these guys great great great great great grandfathers on themselves. How many of you 
tonight want people to judge your faith based on your ancestor's faith? It's a scary 
proposition, is it not? And oftentimes it is out of the faith those that have been contrary to
God that the Lord raises up the faithful to God.

These men whether their ancestors had been faithful to the faith or not, had access to and 
had ready availment to what you and I know as the scriptures and in the book of Daniel 
which, by the way, the Lord inspired and penned, guess where, in Babylon while they 
were in captivity. Daniel 9 gives a very detailed account of God's great calendar for the 
coming of the Messiah. Tonight, I'm going to read a quotation for you. This is one of 
those prophesies, I've mentioned this before, if I was a skeptic, if I was an atheist, if I was
a nonbeliever, there's a lot of prophecies in the Old Testament that you could go to to 
point me and say, "See, Jesus is who the Bible says he would be." You could talk to me 
about Bethlehem and coming out Egypt and that would all be great, but this is the one 
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that quite honestly would get me. How is it that a man of God 450-500 years before Jesus
Christ comes in the flesh, how is it that he exactly prophesies to the day that he will be 
born? 

I'm going to read for you a quote from a resource entitled "Cold Case Christianity." This 
was written by a man who was a law enforcement investigator who looked at the claims 
of Jesus in scripture from the perspective of somebody who was working on a cold case 
that had very limited information, and I want you to hear what this investigator said. Let's
compare Daniel's prophecy with the true interval between the two events. The time span 
from 444 BC to 33 AD is 476 years. Remember 1 BC to 1 AD is only one year. If we 
multiply 476 x 365.2421879 days per year, corrected for leap years, we get the result of 
173,855 days. Close but not precisely what Daniel predicted although I still think this is 
pretty amazing. Now let's add back the difference between March 5 and March 30, 25 
days. What is our total? You guessed it, 173,880 days exactly as Daniel predicted. 
Imagine a prophecy regarding almost 200,000 days that comes that precisely to fruition.

Have you ever thought why did these guys even know to start the journey? How did they 
know it was time? I mean, I'm sure they had record of others who had made their way to 
what we know as the Promised Land, Jerusalem. They knew about how long it would 
take there. How did they know when to start? You say, "Well, because the star appeared."
We'll talk about that next week, but they also had the scriptures. They knew to be looking
for the star because why would the star show up 100 years before it was time? Why 
would the star show up 50 years before the time? The star is going to show up at the 
exact time that the star needs to appear to have these men go on the journey that they 
need to take.

Tonight, I want to conclude not just with the possibilities of who these guys were but the 
presents that they delivered. We know the story well here in Matthew 2, that they brought
gold, frankincense and myrrh, and traditionally and rightfully so, gold represents the fact 
that Jesus Christ was a king, frankincense represented that he was a priest, and myrrh that
he was a prophet. Of all those three positions particularly in the Old Testament, you have 
individuals that would hold two of those three but never all three of them. Typically you 
would have a priest that was a prophet, or a king that was a prophet. Outside of 
Melchizedek, which is a whole other story for another night, you never have a priest who 
is a king but Jesus Christ came representing all three. 

That's a story most of us have heard for many years but I want to close tonight with a 
very practical analysis. Beginning in verse 13, Mary and Joseph and the Christ child are 
going to take a journey to Egypt. They don't know how long the journey is going to last. 
They're going to be there for two years. I want you to think about how these gifts not only
represented who Jesus Christ is, was and always will be, but also from a very practical 
perspective would have "taken care of the family." For two years in the land of Egypt, 
Joseph and his occupation of skill set would have had no work to do. If you've never been
to Egypt, that which he was skilled to work with, they don't have a whole lot of them and 
why would he be allowed to work when he doesn't speak the language, he can't 
communicate with the customers. He would have been gainfully and properly employable
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yet if you've got a stash of gold, the currency that spends in every country and in any 
language, you can do as is needed we know for about two years.

What about frankincense? Frankincense not only was emblematic of a priest, but it was a 
very heavy duty perfume that was utilized in the secular world by royalty and those of 
noble estate. No matter whether the amount of gold that they had, eventually you would 
have to go into the market, eventually you would have to go and acquire products and 
food and such, and the language would be a barrier, the culture would be a barrier, and 
young Mary who was just a teenager would have had such cultural difficulties in a 
complete foreign land with a foreign culture. But that frankincense, the odor that it would
have given off would have told those who looked different, spoke different and acted 
different, that there was something noble about her, there was something royal about her, 
and therefore they would have wanted to do commerce with her.

And then finally there is myrrh. We know it as somewhat of an embalming fluid to some 
degree, but when worked in a proper ratio, it has very much potential medicinal needs. 
Allow me to share a brief illustration upon closing. When Tracy and I and our children 
were young in stature, you know, young babies often have digestive issues, oftentimes 
they suffer from what you and I know as colic. There are these things that are very 
painful to the young child and can we just agree very frustrating to the parents. I 
remember one day when our children were very young, I called my dad, he's a 
pharmacist, and I said, "Dad, we're at our wit's end. We don't know what to do." And he 
said, "Do you know So-and-so in the community that's a pharmacist that lives around the 
corner from you?" I said, "Yes, sir, I do." He said, "Go and tell him to compound and he 
named what it was." And I said, "Dad, what is that?" And he says, "Don't worry, son. It's 
not legal anymore but he knows how to make it." All the parties that I'm implicating are 
no longer here to defend themselves. And I said, "Are you sure about that?" He said, "I'm
sure."

A couple of nights later, this individual showed up at my door with a green medicine 
bottle with no label on it. He gave me the instructions of how to use it. It was a miracle 
worker. Tracy and I got sleep for the first time in a long time. Can you imagine being in a
foreign land among foreign people with a sick baby? Who do you call? Who do you 
trust? Isn't that interesting, you've got money to purchase, you've got a means for Mary to
be received and accepted, and you've got a medicinal property so you don't have to worry
about the doctors for all that journey.

You see, when we talk about the wise men, there's a lot of dispute and debate of who they
were, where they came from, was it this group or was it that group, but there's one thing 
that we cannot dispute is that the gifts that they gave not only declared that Jesus Christ is
king and priest and prophet but they allowed for the next stage of the journey. When we 
pick up the story in verse 13, the town of Nazareth will be his dwelling place for years to 
come. Joseph will return to being a carpenter, most likely Jesus will assist in his shop. 
But there's a time period in Egypt where the Lord provided for their daily needs, not just 
the doctrinal declaration.
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Let's pray.

Heavenly Father, tonight as we close our time together, Lord, I know in a place in a 
room such as this as well as that which is online, there may be those who have never 
trusted you with their eternity much less with just the day to day and, God, we are 
challenged tonight particularly as believers, Lord, most of us could confess to you that 
we've placed eternity in your hands, we've placed forever in your hands, but we're 
struggling that you're going to get us through tonight or tomorrow. God, I cannot 
imagine what it would have been like to be Mary and Joseph holding the very one who 
would shed his blood for their eternity yet questioning where are they going to find food, 
where are they going to find shelter, where are they going to find means to the next day, 
week, and/or month, and yet you provided. God, thank you that these men of great 
stature, these wise men didn't just come with a doctrinal treatise, they didn't just come 
with a declaration of truth but they came ministering on your behalf with the practical 
things of life. God, thank you for their parts in the story that pointed the world to Jesus. 
May we be pointed to him this evening. It is in the name of Jesus Christ we pray. Amen.
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