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KJV – John 6:65 / John 6:37 

“No Man can come unto Me” 

Introduction:  

     I find it absolutely amazing how preachers can take just a certain part of a verse and build a 
doctrine. They will take one specific small section of the text and they will build a whole doctrine 
around it. They misrepresent and misinterpret the rest of the text. Well I’m going to do what they 
do. However ever I’m going to explain something to you within the content of this lesson. The title 
of this lesson is; “No Man can come unto Me.”  

     Now if I take just that portion of that verse and try to build a doctrine around it then I’m going to 
be a lost ball in high weeds. But what I’m going to do this evening yes; I’m going to show you though 
and by the Word of God, that that is exactly what that means. “No Man can come unto Me.” 

     You see friends within our flesh friends we can do nothing. The Bible says, the Apostle Paul says 
in I Corinthians chapter two and verse number fourteen. 

I Corinthians 2:14 

14 But the natural man receiveth not the things of the Spirit of God: for they are foolishness unto him: 
neither can he know them, because they are spiritually discerned. 

     The Apostle Paul also said in the book of Ephesians, he said: For by grace are ye saved through 
faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God: Not of works, lest any man should boast. Friends 
if we could take one ounce of credit for our salvation we would be able to rare back that thump 
ourselves on the chest and say look at what we have done. And it would rob God of all of His honor 
and all of His glory.  

     But friends I’m here to tell you this evening that that little small section; “No Man can come unto 
Me.” Even taken in its context with the rest of that verse, that is exactly what it means. Because in 
your flesh you cannot and no you will not. But the natural man receiveth not the things of the Spirit 
of God: for they are foolishness unto him: neither can he know them, you cannot receive them, you 
can’t know them because they are foolishness to you because they are spiritually discerned.  

     It is all up to the Sovereignty of God. Our God has bestowed upon us His grace that is His gift 
given to His elect. That measure of faith needed to be saved is also that gift given to His elect.  

     We are going to be in John chapter six this evening for this lesson and we are going to go over 
this as the title of this a very strange and unusual title: “No Man can come unto Me.” I want you to 
turn with me if you would to the Gospel of John chapter number six and I want to read to you verse 
number sixty-five; verse number sixty-five in the Gospel of John chapter number six. 
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John 6:65 

65 And he said, Therefore said I unto you, that no man can come unto me, except it were given unto him 
of my Father. 

     And he said, Therefore said I unto you, that no man can come unto me, that’s what He said now, the 
LORD said it I didn’t; except it were given unto him of my Father. Now we are going to have just little 
moment of time here to talk about some basic English. He said No man may come unto Me? No He 
didn’t say that. He didn’t say no man may come unto me. Or He didn’t say no man might come unto 
me. He said No man can and that word can has to do with ability. So what He is saying here friends 
is that no man has the ability to come unto Me, unless it were given to him of, or by my Father. 
That’s what the LORD Jesus is saying. 

     He said unless it was given to you or my Father you don’t even have the ability to come unto Me. 
Why? Because the natural man receiveth not the things of the Spirit of God: for they are foolishness 
unto him: neither can he know them, because they are spiritually discerned. 

     No man can come unto me, except it were given unto him of my Father. You see friends when you 
were back in school you raised your hand many, many times and the teacher called on you and you 
said; “Yes Ma’am can I go to the bathroom?” And she always corrected you, and would say: “No, it’s 
may I go to the bathroom.” May I go to the restroom, you see because can you? Yes you can, yes you 
can because you have the ability. You can get up from your desk; you can walk across the floor. You 
can open up the door and you can walk down the hall and go to the restroom.  You can because you 
have the ability but what you need to be asking her for permission. But what Jesus is saying here is 
this and this goes further than permission, this goes into the realm of ability. No man can come unto 
me, no man has the ability to come unto me; except it were given unto him of my Father. 

     God’s Grace is a wonderful thing. God’s Grace and God’s Sovereignty is the gift that He bestows 
upon His elect. Paul says Second Thessalonians chapter two He says, thanks be to God for you, 
talking to the Church at Thessalonica; because God hath from the beginning chosen you to salvation. 
He said in Acts chapter thirteen after the Apostles preached. 

Acts 13:48 

48 And when the Gentiles heard this, they were glad, and glorified the word of the Lord: and as many as 
were ordained to eternal life believed. 

     Why did they believe? Because they had the ability, they were given unto the Son by the Father. 
And now did not only they have that ability but now upon the quickening and the effectual calling of 
the Holy Spirit, they could and they were able to. They had the permission.  

     Notice here He said ordained unto eternal life, is not the potter the master over the clay? Can He 
not make one vessel for honor and another for dishonor? Friends our God is Sovereign, His ways 
are far above our ways as the heavens are above the earth and Jesus said that no man can come unto 
me, except it were given unto him of my Father. In other words He said you ain’t even got the ability! 

     No man can, means you don’t have the ability not may come, but you don’t have the ability to 
come: no man can come unto me. Then we have another passage in John chapter six. John six, forty-
four and forty-five.  
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     Jesus said right here the same thing, can! Now in the first passage we have the Father giving them 
unto the Son. He is giving them that ability, right here in John six, forty-four and forty-five.  

John 6:44-45 

44 No man can come to me, except the Father which hath sent me draw him: and I will raise him up at 
the last day. 

45 It is written in the prophets, And they shall be all taught of God. Every man therefore that hath 
heard, and hath learned of the Father, cometh unto me. 

     Do you know what Jesus is saying right there? He’s saying hey let me tell you something. He said; 
oh my goodness if you go all the way back to when the LORD is talking to Simon, Simon Peter. And 
he asked Peter who do they say that I am? And Peter says well LORD some say that you are a 
Prophet, some say that you are Elijah, some say that you are John the Baptist. Well Peter who do 
you say that I am?  

     LORD, thou art the Christ, the Son of the Living God. And then Jesus calls him by his given name 
and He says: Blessed art thou, Simon Bar-jona: for flesh and blood hath not revealed this unto you, 
but my Father which is in heaven hath showed you. Why? Because of what it says in verse number 
forty-five that’s why. 

     It is written in the prophets, And they shall be all taught of God. Every man therefore that hath 
heard, in other words if your taught of God, if God the Father through and by His Spirit; not by might 
nor by power but by my Spirit saith the LORD. If God teaches you and if God has given you that 
ability to come unto the Son; if He has given you unto the Son and God teaches you. The quickening 
of the Holy Spirit comes in and shows unto you exactly the person and the nature and the character 
of the LORD Jesus Christ you will come unto the Father because it’s been given unto you to do so.   

     Every man therefore that hath heard, and hath learned of the Father, cometh unto me. Now friends 
we cannot apply that to everybody, because that verse says that everybody that shall be taught of 
God comes to Him. If you want to apply that verse to everybody then that means that everybody is 
going to get saved. But everybody is not going to get saved; and I’m going to tell you who is going to 
be saved, those that the Father has given unto the Son.  

     No man can come unto me, except it were given unto him of my Father. This doctrine here is not a 
scary thing. This doctrine is not something to make us all depressed; this is a doctrine that we can 
rejoice in, knowing that our Salvation is secure in God because He hath foreordained it from the 
foundation of the world. We need to rejoice in the fact we have been made one of His elect and He 
gets all the honor and all the glory.  

     Anything that takes away from the honor and glory of God and pats man on the back; gives man a 
word of praise or gives man a thank you, how do you do, good job robs from the honor and the 
glory of God and it is not of God.  

     The Bible tells us that it’s not about us. God gets all the Glory! For if Abraham were justified by 
works, he hath whereof to glory; but not before God. In other words, he does not have any boasting 
rights in the presences of a just, holy, righteous and a Sovereign God.  
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    Jesus said right here, No man can come to me, except the Father which hath sent me draw him: Now 
that’s an interesting word, draw; and we are not going to get into that this evening we will come 
back and talk about that in another lesson. But Jesus said:  No man can come; no man has the ability 
to come. Then in John 6:44 He says: 

John 6:44-45 

44 No man can come to me, except the Father which hath sent me draw him: and I will raise him up at 
the last day. 

     That’s a glorious thing right there to know that. That it’s not; hey’ if we have been given by the 
Father and we come to the Son in faith. We have been declared and imputed upon us the 
Righteousness of the Only Begotten Son of God; we are justified positionally in the eyes of a just, 
holy and a Sovereign God. That’s a glorious thing right there. that right there just makes me, I tell 
you what that right there is the blessed hope of my assurance to know that this ain’t about me this 
evening.  

     Do I do good works? Well I try my very best to. But do you know what, I do those good works not, 
not so I can stay saved or to even be saved for that matter. But I do them because I am saved, I’m in 
the vine and if you’re a branch and you are abiding in the vine you will bring forth fruit.  

     And oh by the way, if you have been given by the father unto the Son from the foundation of the 
world chosen unto salvation. The Good LORD in Heaven above has written your name in the Lamb’s 
Book of Life as in Revelation 17:8 from the foundation of the world. What makes you think He’s 
going to take your name out? Because this is all about Him, this is all His plan, this is all His Will, and 
this is all His work.  

     For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God: Not of 
works, lest any man should boast. Wherefore if Abraham were justified by works, he hath whereof to 
glory; but not before God. Something else; no man has the ability to come to me, unless it were 
given by my Father. No man has the ability to come to me, unless he is drawn by my Father and 
now; John six, thirty-seven. 

John 6:37 

37 All that the Father giveth me shall come to me; and him that cometh to me I will in no wise cast out. 

     Why? Why? Right here is why; turn to the book of Ephesians right quick. You say Brother Doug 
do you really believe this? I have to, it’s in the Bible and this is why, this is the why right here that 
all the Father hath given me will come unto me. Ephesians chapter one, verses three, four and five. 

Ephesians 1:3-5 

3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who hath blessed us with all spiritual 
blessings in heavenly places in Christ: 

4 According as he hath chosen us in him before the foundation of the world, that we should be holy and 
without blame before him in love: 
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5 Having predestinated us unto the adoption of children by Jesus Christ to himself, according to the 
good pleasure of his will, 

     That is why right there, according to the good pleasure of his will. Do we have grounds to question 
it? No we don’t! It’s according to His good pleasure of His will. Then look down at Ephesians one, 
nine. 

Ephesians 1:9 

9 Having made known unto us the mystery of his will, according to his good pleasure which he hath 
purposed in himself: 

     It’s His good pleasure, it’s His will and He has purposed it in Himself. Now look at verse eleven: 

Ephesians 1:11 

11 In whom also we have obtained  

     Notice that a past tense verb. Obtained an inheritance, being predestinated according to the 
purpose of him who worketh all things after the counsel of his own will: 

     You know, might not understand it, but I’ve got to accept it because it’s in the Scripture. It’s in the 
Bible; now turn to Second Thessalonians chapter number two. 

II Thessalonians 2:13-14 

13 But we are bound to give thanks alway to God for you, brethren beloved of the Lord, because God 
hath from the beginning; 

     From the beginning, from the beginning of what? From the beginning chosen you to salvation 
through sanctification of the Spirit and belief of the truth: 

14 Whereunto he called you by our gospel, to the obtaining of the glory of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

     The beginning, well you could go all the way back to Genesis 1:1, from the foundation of the 
world hath chosen us from the beginning unto salvation. You see there this is one that’s hard to 
accept and it’s amazing and it just baffles me how that people read this and yet they want to deny 
the Sovereignty of God. It amazes me. You say Brother Doug is this real? It’s got to be real; the Bible 
is loaded with the teachings of God’s election and God’s purpose and God’s plan. It’s all for His 
honor and for His glory, it’s not about us, and it’s never been about us friends. It’s always been 
about God.  

     People want to deny it and reject it because they do not understand it. Well you do not 
understand why Jesus came and died for you an unworthy sinner, but you’ve accepted that why in 
the world can’t you embrace this? And have peace and joy in your salvation to make you calling and 
election sure for Peter said that if you be diligent to do these things my brethren you shall not fall.  
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Romans 8:29-30 

29 For whom he did foreknow, he also did predestinate to be conformed to the image of his Son, that he 
might be the firstborn among many brethren. 

30 Moreover whom he did predestinate, them he also called: and whom he called, them he also justified: 
and whom he justified, them he also glorified. 

     Friends this a wonderful doctrine that one can receive peace and total assurance in knowing that 
it’s up to the will and the work of God.  

Ephesians 2:4-5 

4 But God, who is rich in mercy, for his great love wherewith he loved us, 

5 Even when we were dead in sins, hath quickened us together with Christ, 

     One more verse and I’m going to hush. This is not scary folks, it ain’t! I joy in this doctrine; I joy in 
God’s Sovereign Grace to know that I have been selected from the foundation of the world. I have 
been chosen friends, God has ordained me, God has sanctified me, God has appointed me and God 
has called me by my name. A wonderful, wonderful text and a wonderful truth in the Scriptures to 
know this that friends it is all through and by God’s Grace. Through and by a Sovereign God, I told 
you one more verse but I actually want to read you two more verses.  

     I want to read you Jeremiah chapter number one first; Jeremiah chapter number one and verse 
five. Young Jeremiah was told to go and prophesy and preach and he says LORD I can’t go I am but a 
boy. And this right here is what the LORD God told him in Jeremiah 1:5.  

Jeremiah 1:5 

5 Before I formed thee in the belly I knew thee; and before thou camest forth out of the womb I 
sanctified thee, and I ordained thee a prophet unto the nations. 

     God said before I even formed you, before I even made you Jeremiah; He said I knew you that’s 
God saying I loved you. I had that personal relationship with you. Why? Because I chose you and I 
gave you grace from the beginning. I chose you, I loved you; and before thou camest forth out of the 
womb I sanctified thee, God said I set you apart. God said I sanctified you.  Paul said it pleased God to 
separate me from my mother’s womb by His Gospel. The Apostle Paul said that in Galatians. Oh see 
Paul was separated from his mother’s womb, by what? By the Gospel of the LORD Jesus Christ and it 
pleased God to do so.  

     Why? According to His good purpose and pleasure after the counsel of His own will. It ain’t about 
you, friends, you want to pat yourself on the back go into your church and hoop and holler and crow 
like a big baney rooster and say look at what I’ve done. It ain’t about you, it ain’t about you. Friends 
it’s about the honor and the glory and the majesty of a Sovereign, Just and a Holy God. Who hath 
chosen us in Him from the foundation of the world.  
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     Who hath ordained us, who hath called us, who hath sanctified us and set us apart for His honor 
and for His glory and not for your pats on the back. All of those good things that you do, that you 
want to brag about, well God ordained those to, from the foundation of the world.  Read Ephesians 
2:10 sometimes. The Apostle Paul said in 2:8-10: 

8 For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God: 

9 Not of works, lest any man should boast. 

10 For we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus unto good works, which God hath before 
ordained that we should walk in them. 

     You say what preacher? That’s right not did God call you from the foundation of the world unto 
salvation but all of those good works that you do He ordained those as well. Do you think you’re 
doing that on your own? No your doing that because you a new creature in Christ Jesus and God has 
put those down deep inside of you and know God has said and told the Apostle Paul in Philippians 
chapter two he said: 

Philippians 2:12-13 

12 Wherefore, my beloved, as ye have always obeyed, not as in my presence only, but now much more in 
my absence, work out your own salvation with fear and trembling. 

13 For it is God which worketh in you both to will and to do of his good pleasure. 

     It is not about you this evening, but it’s about the honor and the glory of a Sovereign God. Now 
Isaiah chapter number forty-five. In Isaiah chapter number forty-five God is talking about a king 
right here. A king of the Medes and the Persians that would come over and over through 
Nebuchadnezzar. This is around B.C. 712, roughly according to Usher’s timeline that Isaiah the 
Prophet is writing this.  

     We know that the Jews, being Judah the southern kingdom was taken into Babylonian captivity in 
B.C. 586. You say what Brother Doug? Yea’ this about 160 years, roughly before they were even 
taken into captivity and king Nebuchadnezzar was the first king. But the Medes and Persians would 
come in later and take over but Daniel served under king Nebuchadnezzar and Belshazzar and he 
served under Darius the Median and then Cyrus.  

     This is speaking of a man 160 years before it even happened and God is speaking of king Cyrus 
here. A Medio-Persian king that had not even been born yet in Isaiah chapter number forty-five.  

Isaiah 45:1 

1 Thus saith the LORD to his anointed, to Cyrus,  

     Oh no! His anointed, His chosen, His called, His ordained, His elect, this predestinated Gentile 
even before the cross and God tells us about it 160 years, plus before he is even born.  
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Isaiah 45:1 

1 Thus saith the LORD to his anointed, to Cyrus, whose right hand I have holden, to subdue nations 
before him; and I will loose the loins of kings, to open before him the two leaved gates; and the gates 
shall not be shut; 

     What did God say that He would do? It’s right here in verse number two: 

Isaiah 45:2-3 

2 I will go before thee, and make the crooked places straight: I will break in pieces the gates of brass, 
and cut in sunder the bars of iron: 

3 And I will give thee the treasures of darkness, and hidden riches of secret places, that thou mayest 
know that I, the LORD, which call thee by thy name, am the God of Israel. 

     And now He goes down in verse number four and He is talking of Jacob, speaking of Judah and 
Israel the Jewish people.  

Isaiah 45:4-5 

4 For Jacob my servant's sake, and Israel mine elect, I have even called thee by thy name: I have 
surnamed thee, though thou hast not known me. 

5 I am the LORD, and there is none else, 

     What is your surname? Well that’s your last name that has to do with your family. And here God 
says: I have surnamed thee, though thou hast not known me. I am the LORD, and there is none else. God 
said before you even knew me, God said I was naming you. Not only was I naming you not I was 
giving you a family name. A name that would connect and associate you with the family of God’s 
elect. Why? Because He hath chosen us in Him from the foundation of the world. From the very 
beginning friends, God in order to accomplish His Sovereign plan, His Holy decree in accordance 
with His own good will and good pleasure hath done this. Not for our praise, not for our glory; 
friends it was for God’s purpose, just like Paul wrote in Romans when he was talking about Jacob 
and Esau and Rebecca having conceived by one of the father of Isaac.  

     It said these children being not yet born, neither having done good nor evil so that the purpose of 
God according to election might stand. These boys had not even have been born yet, not of works 
but of Him that calleth. For as it was said unto her that the elder shall serve the younger and as it is 
written over in the Old Testament the Bible tells us over in the book of Malachi chapter one verses 
two and three. Here Paul repeats this from the writings of the minor prophet Malachi he said: Jacob 
have I loved, and Esau have I hated. 

     You say what does that mean preacher? That means grace, and no grace. In other words God 
stopped long enough in our eternity past and looked down upon Jacob, before he was even born, 
and before Jacob even knew Him. God surnamed him, He gave him a name, He made him elect and 
He choose him unto salvation. Just like as in Jeremiah the Prophet. The young boy says I cannot go 
LORD I am but a child.  
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     The LORD says you go, He said: Before I formed thee in the belly; God said I loved you. I gave you 
grace; I knew thee; and before thou camest forth out of the womb I sanctified thee, and I ordained thee 
a prophet unto the nations.   

     Why? According to His own good will, according to His pleasure, according to His purpose. That 
is why our God gets all the glory, and if you’re in any kind of church, any kind of movement, any 
kind of organization any kind of denomination that robs God of even one ounce, even a tenth of a 
percent of glory it is not of God.  

     Because that is God’s purpose, that’s God’s will and that is why He saves us. To receive honor and 
glory, God Bless you. 


