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John 3.4-10 

The Freedom And Sovereignty Of The Wind 

 

Aim: to see the glory in the freedom and sovereignty of the Holy Spirit 

 

Scripture Reading: Ezekiel 37.1-14   

 

 

 

INTRODUCTION 
 

Was there ever a time in your life when you thought you were something or someone, but then 

discovered that you were not that at all?  That might seem like a strange question, but think about 

your identity.  Who are you?  Where do you come from?  Where are you?  Where are you going?  

Every single person cares a great deal about their identity.  We talk a certain way because it 

projects something about us.  We dress a certain way because it projects something about us.  

We live in certain places because it projects something about us.  The list goes on and on.  You 

care a great deal about your identity and who you think you are and what you want others to 

think about you. 

 

I say all this to ask this…what happens to a person when they realize that who they are is not 

who they thought they were?  That everything that they had become and done up to that moment 

in life is not who they thought they were and what they thought they had accomplished in life.   

 

This is exactly what‘s going on with Nicodemus with his conversation with Jesus.  Jesus is 

basically telling him that who he thought he was and what he thought he had accomplished was 

absolutely useless and worthles.  Jesus is confronting Nicodemus‟ misbelieved identity into who 

he thought he was and what he thought he had accomplished both physically and spiritually.   

 

Physically Nicodemus thought he was good-to-go because he was born into a rich spiritual 

heritage.  His physical family-tree was stout and strong.  Spiritually Nicodemus thought he was 

good-to-go because he was a Pharisee and a ruler of the Jews.  So his piety and his exclusivity 

away from what he had deemed sin made him think that he was strong and stout before God. 
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The new birth and being born again is a statement of truth from Jesus that must take place in 

every person‘s life if they are to see the kingdom of God.  But it is a command to the religious 

to forsake all.  To forsake everything that they hold dear as they think they can work themselves 

into the kingdom of God.  It is a command to the worldly to forsake all.  To forsake everything 

that they hold dear as they think they can work themselves into the kingdom of God.     

 

So here in John 3 Nicodemus gets his religious and self-righteous world rocked. 

 

Let‘s read about it together….John 3.3-10 

 

Title: The Freedom and Sovereignty of the Wind 

Aim: to see the glory in the freedom and sovereignty of the Holy Spirit 

 

A Simple Profession Of A Works-Based Salvation (v.4) 
 

“Nicodemus said to Him, „How can a man be born when he is old?  He 

cannot enter a second time into his mother‟s womb and be born, can 

he?” 
 

One of the sweetest things that I learned under Dr. Gray Allison at Mid-America Seminary was 

the understanding of how to spiritually ‗diagnose‘ where people are in their understanding of 

salvation.  He gave us diagnostic questions to ask people in order to see if they had a works-

based understanding of salvation or a faith-based understanding of salvation.  There are only two 

options.   

 

Man claims that there are hundreds of religions.  Man also claims that there are many so-called 

philosophies in life.  But in reality there are only two; God‘s religion and man‘s religion; God‘s 

philosophy and man‘s philosophy.  You do not have to study all the religions of the world in 

order to understand how to respond to people with the gospel.  They will either have a faith-

based answer to your questions or they will have a works-based answer to your questions about 

God/Jesus/the gospel/etc.  They will either answer you with I did this or I did that or I must do 

this or I must do that, which is a works-based answer.  Or they will answer you with something 

like this…it is only by God‘s grace and His mercy that we are saved through Jesus‘ work on the 

cross.  There are only two options….God‘s way or man‘s way! 
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Here in John 3 Jesus tells Nicodemus that unless one is born again he cannot see the 

kingdom of God.  So how does Nicodemus respond to Jesus‟ truth claim?  (Read verse 4) 

 

In Nicodemus‟ response does he give a works-based reply or does he give a faith-based reply?  

Nicodemus simply responds with a works-based answer to Jesus‟ truth claim of the need to be 

born again.   

 

When you peel back the layers on Nicodemus‟ life, his family, his education, his religion, and 

his gospel everything tells Nicodemus to ultimately trust in himself and his works of 

righteousness to make him right with God.  So he approaches Jesus with some level of respect 

because he understands some things about who Jesus is that He is from God, but Nicodemus is 

not right with Jesus.  He is not one with Jesus.  He thinks he is, but he is not.  So Jesus‟ 

proclamation that you must be born again in order to see the kingdom of God absolutely 

startles Nicodemus.  Jesus broke Nicodemus‟ ankles over this truth.   

 

So Nicodemus‟ only response is to wonder how in the world can a man be born when he is 

old?  He cannot enter into his mother‟s womb a second time and be born, can he?  D.A. 

Carson says, ―Nicodemus did not understand what Jesus was talking about.  At this point he 

could not believe that new birth was a requirement for entrance into the kingdom and was 

amazed by the very category.‖ 

 

What we have here is a Pharisee, a ruler of the Jews, and the teacher of Israel, who was simply 

stumped by Jesus.  Nicodemus, in that moment, must have thought that he had met all the 

requirements for salvation and he had complete access into the kingdom of God.  But now he is 

confronted with this question…how is it that there is another way?  How is it that there is this 

being born again?  I‘m confused Jesus.  And Nicodemus‟ only reaction is a works-based effort 

to access the kingdom.  So he says to Jesus, “He cannot enter into his mother‟s womb a 

second time and be born….can he?” 

 

What we see in Nicodemus is a failed religion.  It is a religion that is not spiritual, but natural; a 

religion that is not of the Spirit, but of the world; a religion that is not of faith, but of the flesh.  
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So for Nicodemus this truth that a man must be born again to see the kingdom of God he had 

absolutely no category in his mind to fit this in.  There is no room in his mind to receive and 

understand how one must be born again in order to see the kingdom of God.  His mind is 

blown away.  So what we see in Nicodemus is a failed religion.  Judaism failed him.  His works 

based religion failed him.  He was being confronted with the fact that he was an outcast and that 

he had no place in the kingdom of God.  He wasn‘t who he thought he was and had become.  

(Roman Catholic) 

 

But what we also see in Nicodemus is the depravity of mankind.  Depravity can be defined as 

the sinfulness, corruption, or pollution of one‘s nature.  It is the idea that sinfulness affects the 

whole of one‘s nature and stains all that one does.  There is a total depravity of man.  Total 

meaning that every facet and faculty of your humanity is sinful, corrupt with sin, and polluted by 

sin.  So all of your mind, thoughts, opinions, beliefs, reasoning is depraved, it is corrupted by sin.  

All of your heart, your feelings, emotions, desires, loves, is depraved, it is corrupted by sin.  All 

of your actions, the things you do, the things you accomplish, all of your dealings in life are 

depraved, it is corrupted by sin.   

 

I hope that you can see in this conversation between Jesus and Nicodemus is the depravity of 

mankind; the effects of sin.  Nicodemus, even as a religious teacher, has no mental category to 

fit this idea of a new birth into his understanding.  He is literally dumbfounded.  And this is the 

effect of sin in a person‘s life.  Sin corrupts and pollutes against rightful understanding and 

particularly rightful understanding of salvation and the kingdom of God.  Sin had so depraved 

Nicodemus‟ mind that he actually asked a very stupid question.  Can an old man enter into his 

mother‘s womb a second time?   

 

But hidden in his question is this…I gotta do something to enter the kingdom, but I can‘t enter 

into my mother‘s womb a second time….can I?  All of Nicodemus‟ life, his family, his 

education, his religion, and even his own depravity left him with this dumbfounded question.  

Can I birth myself again as an old man in order to get access into the kingdom of God? 
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And honestly, but for the grace of God, this is in the mind and the heart of every person.  J.C. 

Ryle, ―there is nothing which the heart of man in every part and every age of the world is so slow 

to understand as the work of the Holy Spirit.‖ 

 

1 Corinthians 2.14 “But a natural man does not accept the things of 

the Spirit of God, for they are foolishness to him; and he cannot 

understand them, because they are spiritually appraised.” 
 

When we confront people with the gospel and the kingdom of God we are in essence 

confronting their depravity and their self-righteous thinking against their need for salvation.  We 

are teaching them things that goes against every fiber within them, that they are helpless and 

hopeless people apart from the work of the Holy Spirit of God.  We are teaching people that 

there is nothing good within them in relationship to God.  We are teaching them that all of their 

sin has separated them from God and that they do not even have good thoughts toward God.  We 

are teaching them that everything that is apart from God in their lives cannot save them from 

God.  We are teaching people a new way; a new way of salvation; a new way of righteousness; 

and a new way of life, which is the way of Christ and Christ alone.  Every time you share the 

gospel with someone you are confronting their depravity and their lack of ability to understand 

spiritual things and to understand God.  (Every thought captive…) 

 

Nicodemus had absolutely no idea what Jesus meant when He said you must be born again to 

see the kingdom of God.  His religion and his own depravity failed him. 

 

A Further Explanation Of The Same Truth (v.5) 

 

“Jesus answered, “Truly, truly, I say to you, unless one is born of 

water and the Spirit, he cannot enter into the kingdom of God.” 
 

So in Jesus‘ infinite patience He rephrases His truth claim in verse 5 (read verse 5).  Jesus in 

verse 5 gives Nicodemus further revelation and truth of what the Bible in the Old Testament has 

clearly taught for centuries.  Nicodemus, you must be born of water and the Spirit or you 

cannot enter the kingdom of God.  Not only does Jesus say you must be born again, but He 

further explains His truth claim; you must be born again of water and the Spirit.   
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Two weeks ago in John 3.3 we discussed what it meant to be born again.  We learned that 

Jesus was instructing Nicodemus of something that was not a command, but a truth claim.  

Being born again is something that is a divine work of God only.  It is not a command for 

Nicodemus or anyone else to try and obey, for there is nothing within sinful man that can cause 

himself to be born again.  You had nothing to do with your natural birth and you have nothing 

to do with your spiritual birth.  It is a lone work of God.  This is what it means to be born again.  

A second birth or a new birth is wrought in a sinful human being by God and by God alone.   

 

But now, because of Nicodemus‟ confusion Jesus very lovingly explains this truth even further 

in verse 5.  He tells Nicodemus how one is born again.  He is born again of water and the 

Spirit. 

 

What Does Water And The Spirit Refer To? (v.5) 

 

Well I guess there‘s at least three interpretations, so let‘s see what they are and see if we can rest 

securely on one of them. 

 

#1 – This one phrase “of water and the Spirit can refer to two births; one is natural (water) and 

the other spiritual (Spirit).  Water is understood to refer to the amniotic fluid that breaks from 

the womb shortly before childbirth, thus you are naturally born through or of water.    Then later 

on in life you have a spiritual birth (Spirit) which is by the Holy Spirit.‖  So water can refer to 

the water in your mother‘s womb that you were formed in. 

 

From what I read, ―the Greek construction does not favor two births here in this one phrase „of 

water and the Spirit‟.  Moreover the entire expression ‗of water and the Spirit‟ cries out to be 

read as the equivalent of anothen, which literally means „born from above‟. 

 

All that to say there‘s no reason to think that Jesus is now talking about two births in one phrase 

a natural birth of water and then later on in life a spiritual birth by the Spirit.  So I don‘t believe 

this is what Jesus means in the phrase of water and the Spirit. 
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#2 – “Water can be a reference to Christian baptism.  The Apostle John has just spent a couple 

of chapters talking about John the Baptist and his ministry and how all of Jerusalem was going 

out to John to be baptized for the repentance of sins.  So Jesus could be speaking of water in 

reference to baptism and repentance.  

 

The problem with the phrase being born of water referring to water baptism is that Jesus 

basically has just told Nicodemus that being born again is a divine act of God and God alone.  

Why then would Jesus proceed to teach Nicodemus that being born again is now an act of man 

and an act of God?  You do the water baptism Nicodemus and God will do the spiritual part.  

That doesn‘t make contextual sense at all.  Going back to chapter 1 the Apostle John in John 

1.13 has already explained that we “were born (as children of God), not of blood, nor of the 

will of the flesh nor of the will of man, but of God.” 

 

Plus there‘s nothing of a new birth in being dunked into water in a river.  If anything water 

baptism is only a symbol of the new birth and if that‘s the case then it should come after the 

spiritual and not before the spiritual.  Plus later on in the gospel of John, John tells us that Jesus 

isn‘t even baptizing anyone, he leaves that for His disciples to do.  If water baptism is such a 

significant part of the new birth then why isn‘t Jesus baptizing all of these people Himself?  And 

why isn‘t baptism of water constantly showing up in every passage and chapter in the gospels?   

 

Many professing Christians use this text to try and prove baptismal regeneration and that our 

water baptism is what ushers in the spiritual new birth.  We do the baptism and repentance part 

and God then does the spiritual.  So no, I don‘t believe this is what Jesus means in the phrase 

born again of water and the Spirit.   

 

There are a couple of other less held beliefs about being born of water and the Spirit, but I‘m 

not even going to take the time on them. 

 

#3 – D.A. Carson says, ―The most plausible interpretation of born of water and the Spirit…is 

of only one birth and not two.‖   
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So what this means is that of water and Spirit are connected here in verse 5.  It is a water-

Spirit birth.  It is a water-Spirit source that causes someone to be born again.  So what we are 

unfolding here is the origin of regeneration; to be regenerate.  To be born again is to be born 

again of water and the Spirit.   

 

This should not have been something unknown to Nicodemus, because Nicodemus knew his 

Old Testament.  Therefore, it should have been immediately clear when Jesus said these two 

words water and Spirit.  The Old Testament is filled with Scripture that uses these terms and 

they all describe, in some way shape or form, spiritual renewal and spiritual cleansing.   

 

Isaiah 4.4 “When the Lord has washed away the filth of the daughters 

of Zion and purged the bloodshed of Jerusalem from her midst by the 

spirit of judgment and the spirit of burning, then the LORD will 

create over the whole area of Mount Zion and over her assemblies a 

cloud by day, even smoke and the brightness of a flaming fire by 

night…” 

 

Isaiah 44.3 “For I will pour out water on the thirsty land and streams 

on the dry ground; I will pour out My Spirit on your offspring and 

My blessing on your descendents.” 

 

Joel 2.28-29 “It will come about after this that I will pour out My 

Spirit on all mankind; and your sons and daughters will prophesy, 

your old men will dream dreams, and young men will see visions.  

Even on the male and female servants I will pour out My Spirit in 

those days.” 

 

Ezekiel 36.26-27 “Moreover, I will give you a new heart and put a new 

spirit within you; and I will remove the heart of stone from your flesh 

and give you a heart of flesh.  I will put My Spirit within you and 

cause you to walk in My statutes, and you will be careful to observe 

My ordinances.” 

 

Titus 3.5 “He saved us, not on the basis of deeds which we have done 

in righteousness, but according to His mercy, by the washing of 

regeneration and renewing by the Holy Spirit.” 
 

 

 



9 

 

Folks, this is the new birth.  This is how a person is born again.  This is what Holy Spirit 

regeneration means.  It is a sovereign work where the Holy Spirit creates new spiritual life into a 

dead spiritual man, woman, or child.  It is an act of God alone where a person goes from the 

natural to the spiritual; from being dead to being alive…you are now born again! 

 

It is where the Holy Spirit washes you clean by giving you new life away from the old life.  You 

are made new in Christ by the Holy Spirit of God.  Furthermore, to be born again of water and 

the Spirit is to be washed by the Holy Spirit with the word of God.   

 

Ephesians 5.26 “so that He might sanctify her, having cleansed her by 

the washing of water with the word. 
 

1 Peter 1.23 “for you have been born again not of seed which is 

imperishable but imperishable, that is, through the living and 

enduring word of God.” 
 

James 1.18 “In the exercise of His will He brought us forth by the 

word of truth, so that we would be a kind of first fruits among His 

creatures.” 
 

Jesus tells Nicodemus unless one is born of water and the Spirit he cannot enter into the 

kingdom of God.  Unless a person is washed clean, not by the dirty water of a river, not by the 

sinful water of his mother‘s womb, but washed clean and made new by the Holy Spirit of God 

he cannot enter into the kingdom of God.  Unless a person is sovereignly born again by the 

Holy Spirit of God he cannot see the kingdom of God.   

 

To be born again of water and the Spirit is one thing.  It is to be washed clean and made new 

by the Spirit of God, where God the Holy Spirit cleans us and He uses the word of God to bring 

about this cleansing and new life and new birth. 

 

Wayne Grudem says, ―As the gospel comes to us, God speaks through it to summon us to 

himself (effective calling) and to give us new spiritual life (regeneration) so that we are enabled 

to respond in faith.  Regeneration is God the Holy Spirit working powerfully in us, to make us 

alive.  Holy Spirit regeneration affects the whole person.  It is not just that our spirits were dead 

before—we (our whole person) was dead to God in trespasses and sins.  So Holy Spirit 

regeneration affects every part of us.  ‗If anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; the old has 

passed away, behold, the new has come.‘  (2 Corinthians 5.17).‖ 
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This is how clean and alive the Holy Spirit has made you.  You‘re mind is no longer depraved 

and without understanding of God.  Your heart is no longer depraved and without love for God.  

Your life is no longer depraved and without obedience to God.  Holy Spirit regeneration affects 

the whole person, because a whole new person is now made alive and created new in Christ, and 

made alive and new for Christ.   

 

Listen; picture this with me…before the foundation of the world the Father chose you to be His 

child.  He sends His Son Jesus to this earth as a suffering servant, who then dies a sinners death, 

and is raised from the dead victoriously.  In the next scene Jesus is now standing at the entrance 

of your tomb and He calls you by name and commands you to come forth.  In that moment, the 

Holy Spirit because of the Father‘s choosing you and the Son‘s redemption for you, breathes life 

into you and enables you to rise from the dead.  You are now born again.  By God's grace you 

have been made alive and given the gift of faith to now run out of the tomb to Jesus your Savior.  

Jesus then receives you into His arms and embraces you.  He then He takes you by the hand into 

His kingdom and you now live as a joyful citizen in His kingdom under His Lordship. 

 

Therefore, worship the Lord your God with all your heart, because you are now able, worship the 

Lord your God with all your soul, because you are now able, worship the Lord your God with all 

your mind, because you are now able, worship the Lord your God with all your strength, because 

you are now able, and love your neighbor as you love yourself, because you now are able. 

 

Nicodemus if you want to enter into the kingdom of God you must be born of water and the 

Spirit.  It is a divine work of God the Holy Spirit and nothing else. 

 

The Flesh Never Produced Anything Spiritual (v.6) 

 

“That which is born of the flesh is flesh, and that which is born of the 

Spirit is spirit.” 
 

Nicodemus has come to believe that his entrance into the kingdom of God came by way of his 

flesh, his birth, his heritage.  Jesus says to him in verse 6 that flesh only produces flesh.  The 

flesh here in verse 6 is not the sinful flesh that the Apostle Paul often speaks of.   
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What Jesus is emphasizing further and deeper with Nicodemus is that only flesh, the human 

nature, can produce and birth new flesh, more human nature.  Human nature, the flesh, cannot 

produce anything spiritual.  Once again, your entrance into the kingdom of God is only 

provided by the Holy Spirit, because only the Holy Spirit can produce a righteous spirit before 

God.  You got nothing Nicodemus.  You got nothing! 

 

J.C. Ryle speaks to this, ―To possess the privileges of Judaism a man only needed to be born of 

the seed of Abraham after the flesh.  To possess the privileges of Christ‘s kingdom, a man must 

be born again of the Holy Spirit.‖   

 

Perhaps A Look Of Shock On His Face (v.7) 

 

 “Do not be amazed that I said you, „You must be born again.‟” 

 

Perhaps in this moment of revelation from Jesus Nicodemus‟ countenance fell.  Everything he 

believed in was robbed of him.  Everything that he had become was robbed of him.  Everything 

that he loved so deeply was robbed of him.  Every ounce of identity that he had created was 

robbed of him in that moment.  And Jesus speaking the truth shattered Nicodemus‟ heart and 

perhaps Jesus either saw his face or saw his soul and tells Nicodemus in verse 7; do not be 

amazed that I said to you, „You must be born again.” 

 

In verse 7 it is no longer that one must be born again, but you must be born again.  Jesus goes 

back to addressing Nicodemus personally and you is in the plural, regarding his other associates 

mentioned earlier.  Nicodemus needs to quickly get over this amazement of his failed life, his 

failed religion, and his failed accomplishments.  He needs to get over this quickly and not be 

amazed at his failure and the truth that he must be born again.  There is no other way!  But 

why; why must he not be amazed? 

 

There Is Hope In The Freedom And Sovereignty Of The Wind (v.8) 

 

“The wind blows where it wishes and you hear the sound of it, but do 

not know where it comes from and where it is going; so is everyone 

who is born of the Spirit.” 
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Here in verse 8 Jesus displays His infinite patience and perhaps His infinite love for Nicodemus.  

Because He further explains the working of the Holy Spirit to Nicodemus.  He compares the 

work of the Holy Spirit in man to something in nature.  He compares the work of the Holy Spirit 

to the wind.   

 

He says, “The wind blows where it wishes.”  There‘s something awesome that Jesus is doing 

here in verse 8 with the analogy of the wind and the Spirit.  The same word for wind in the 

Greek is the same word for Spirit.  It is the Greek word Pneuma.  So once again context dictates 

to us how to use words and understand words.   

 

So Jesus is really helping Nicodemus to understand the power of being born again, the new 

birth, and Holy Spirit regeneration.  So how does Jesus describe the Spirit‟s work?  By 

illustrating the wind.   

 

Jesus says, “The wind blows where it wishes.”  In this statement we learn of the freedom and 

sovereignty of the wind.  The wind blows and goes wherever it chooses to blow and go.  You 

cannot control the wind and you definitely cannot manipulate the wind.  The wind is free.  The 

wind is sovereign.  The wind does what it wishes and goes where it pleases.  This further hits 

Nicodemus because his man-centered gospel at its very core seeks to manipulate God into 

accepting his man-made righteousness, which is no righteousness at all. 

 

You cannot control the wind, Nicodemus, and you cannot manipulate the wind.  The wind is 

free and the wind is sovereign.  With all the technology we have today, meteorologists still 

cannot perfectly know what the wind will do and where it will blow cold and hot air.  They 

simply only have good guesses.   

 

Oh Nicodemus, The wind is free and the wind is sovereign.  You cannot control it nor do you 

know where it comes from and where it is going.  The only thing you do know of the wind is 

you can hear the sound of it.  You can hear it as it blows through the trees, over the water, over 

the land and over your ears.  You can hear and see the effects of the wind, so is everyone born 

of the Spirit. 
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I believe Jesus is showing us the glory of the Spirit‘s freedom and sovereignty and power.  Just 

like Jesus in Scripture is referred to at times as the Seed, Wisdom, a Branch, a Door, or a Gate, I 

believe in some way that Jesus is referring to the Spirit as the Wind.  You see, the Holy Spirit is 

free.  The Holy Spirit is Sovereign.  He blows where He wishes.  He goes where He chooses.  He 

moves where He desires.  And Nicodemus, He freely and sovereignly chooses those whom He 

will cause to be born again.  Those whom He chooses to give new life.  Those whom He 

chooses to regenerate and make alive. 

 

Nicodemus, you cannot control God with your self-righteousness.  You cannot control God with 

your works, your piety, your goodness, or anything else that is produced from your flesh.  You 

must be born again.  You must be born of water and the Spirit.  You must be born again by 

the Spirit that cannot be controlled.  You have no idea what the Spirit is doing or where He is 

going to work.  It is only by the free and sovereign work of the Wind, the Holy Spirit of God! 

 

The Bigger Picture…Israel‟s Spiritual Bankruptcy (v.9-10) 

 

“Nicodemus said to Him, „How can these things be?‟  Jesus answered 

and said to him, „Are you the teacher of Israel and do not understand 

these things?” 
 

Nicodemus, without a doubt on some level represents the Jewish people and the Jewish leaders 

in this conversation with Jesus.  This clearly shows that the spiritually dead and blind Jewish 

leaders were leading the spiritually dead and blind people.  Here we have the teacher of Israel 

who has no clue how one enters the kingdom of God telling others how to enter the kingdom 

of God.   

 

John MacArthur says in his commentary, ―Although Nicodemus was a renowned teacher, he 

proved to be a poor learner.  His question, „how can these things be?‟ indicates that he had 

made little progress since verse 4.  He still could not accept what he was hearing.  He could not 

let go of his legalistic religious system and realize that salvation was a sovereign, gracious work 

of God‘s Spirit.‖   
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Still today we are left with countless numbers of spiritual leaders who have no idea what it 

means to be born again.  How one enters into the kingdom of God.  And week after week we 

have pastors and churches who are affirming and laying their hands on men who have absolutely 

no right whatsoever being pastors/elders/teachers of God‘s Word and God‘s people.  But for the 

grace of God, He has shown us the truth.  The true way of salvation.  The true way into the 

kingdom of God. 

 

Therefore we plead with God the Holy Spirit to breathe new life into dead souls.  For the Holy 

Spirit to take the word of God and wash people clean and regenerate them and cause them to be 

born again.  May the word of God increase and may it bear great fruit in our families, our 

church, our community, our nation, and our world.  May God cause dry bones to come alive by 

the breath and power of the Spirit of God. 

 

Read Ezekiel 37.1-14 

 

CONCLUSION: 

 

I started off by asking what does it do to a person when they find out they are not who they 

thought they were or what they thought they had accomplished in life.  For those of us who have 

been shown the spiritual reality of who are and that we were not who we thought we were, for us 

it has brought great humility and gratefulness of God‘s great mercy who has caused us to be 

born again to a living hope.  We have repented away from our self-righteous thinking about 

being born again and have embraced the freedom and sovereignty of the Wind/the Holy Spirit. 

 

Where are you today?  Do you clinch with tight fisted hands on your new birth or have you like 

Nicodemus and so many just simply let go of your works-based salvation and allow God to be 

Lord and King over all things? 

 

And for those of you who have been shown this great truth from God…how does this enhance 

your worship of God?  How does this truth of your new birth and being born again increase 

your worship and delight in God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit? 


