
A Radical Prayer 
From Worldly Praying to World-Class Praying 

Psalm 67 

 

This is Week 4 in our Radical series.  We’re trying to break away from a self-centered, self-focused style of Christianity 

to one that is more biblical and consistent to what Jesus Christ expects of His followers.  Today we’re going to consider 

how biblical Christianity would affect our prayer life.  What we pray for, how we pray, the intensity of our prayer, and the 

burdens which drive our prayer life are all indications of how biblical our Christianity really is. 

 

I’ve been asked more than once if it is selfish to pray for yourself or to ask God to do things for you.  Some people feel at 

home praying for others but uncomfortable with praying for themselves.   

 

So let me pose a few questions for you: 

Is it selfish to pray for and seek after God’s blessing and favor for us? 

Is it God’s will to pray for His blessings, gracious dealings, and favor toward us? 

 

Well, let me start by referring to two New Testament passages of scripture on prayer.  Both can be found in the Sermon on 

the Mount (Matthew 6-7).  

 

Matthew 6:9ff (the Lord’s Prayer…) 

 

Jesus teaches us that prayer is about getting focused on God’s kingdom and God’s will, not ours.  Are you with me? 

His prayer also teaches us to ask God for our daily bread.  So it is God’s will for us to pray about our needs. 

 

Matthew 7:7ff  (Ask, Seek, Knock) 

Jesus also teaches us that we are to approach the Father in prayer with faith like a child, who feels free to ask the Father to 

meet our needs. 

 

But one more New Testament passage on prayer addresses the motive of our prayers.  In James 4 we read a rebuke from 

James to his semi-Christian audience concerning their prayer life having become self-centered rather than God-centered.  

James 4:3“You ask and you do not receive because you ask with wrong motives that you may spend on your pleasures”.   

 

I think American Christians, particularly the “Name It Claim It” and the “Prosperity Gospel” people, need to hear loud 

and clear what James says.  It’s carnal, self-centered prayers that don’t have God and His heart for us and the world 

anywhere in view.   

 

Turn in your bible to Psalm 67.  Here we will learn from a short psalm about how to pray for God’s blessings and favor 

and do it as God would have us do it. 

 

Whereas James addresses worldly carnal praying, Psalm 67 is an example of world-class praying.  The kind of praying 

that Christ was looking for in what we call the Lord’s Prayer. 

 

Psalm 67:1-7 May God be gracious to us and bless us, And cause His face to shine upon us-- Selah.  
2That Thy way may be known on the earth, Thy salvation among all nations.  
3Let the peoples praise You, O God; Let all the peoples praise You.  
4Let the nations be glad and sing for joy; For You will judge the peoples with uprightness, 

And guide the nations on the earth.  Selah.  
5Let the peoples praise You, O God; Let all the peoples praise You.  
6The earth has yielded its produce; God, our God, blesses us.  
7God blesses us, That all the ends of the earth may fear Him. 

  
 

Psalm 67 can be described in this way: Seeking the blessings of God for the glory of God and the salvation of God to all 

nations.  That’s world-class praying, my friend. 

 



This psalm addresses the motives of our prayer life and shows us how to pray for ourselves unselfishly and in alignment 

with the will and heart of God for the world. 

 

Before we examine the text, a bit of biblical background is in order: 

Turn to Numbers 6:22-27 – In this text God’s people are instructed to outright pray for His blessings and His favor.  This 

spoken public prayer and blessing is rooted in Genesis 12:1-3.  Hopefully a passage you are beginning to realize carries 

great importance to us. 

 

Turn back to Genesis 12:1-3 – Here we learn that it is God’s intention to bless His people with the ultimate aim of all the 

nations being likewise blessed through God’s people.  The idea is that a people blessed of God will live before those 

without God and share with them how they can know God and His ways and His blessing for themselves. 

 

We read in Galatians 3:8-9 that this promise is fulfilled as non-Jews, like ourselves, put our faith in Jesus Christ, the 

descendant of Abraham, thereby becoming a part of this God-blessed people.  God blesses His people that they might be a 

blessing; not that they might be blessed.  He doesn’t do it for us; He blesses that the world may know Him. 

 

In Revelations 7:9-10 we are given a glimpse of God’s ultimate aim when the promise to Abraham is fulfilled and when 

the visionary world-class prayer of the Psalmist has been finally answered.   

 

Rev. 7:9-10 After these things I looked, and behold, a great multitude, which no one could count, from every 

nation and all tribes and peoples and tongues, standing before the throne and before the Lamb, clothed in white 

robes, and palm branches were in their hands; 10and they cry out with a loud voice, saying, 

"Salvation to our God who sits on the throne, and to the Lamb." (NASB)   
 

Let’s re-read Psalm 67, shall we? 

 

If we want to pray less worldly and more biblically; if we want to shift from worldly praying to world-class praying, then 

like the psalmist we need to become captivated with the world vision of God that began with Abraham and ends with men 

from every nation, tribe and tongue celebrating the salvation of God. 

 

So let’s look at this world-class prayer and pick out the motives that should be behind seeking God’s blessings and favor: 

 

Motive 1: That God Will be Known Around the World  

 

Psalm 67:1-2a May God be gracious to us and bless us, And cause His face to shine upon us 2That Thy way 

may be known on the earth,  

 

The Psalmist is indeed praying a prayer given by God so it is in line with His will.  But his motive is also 

aligned with God’s will.  In particular, that the name and fame of God would become known globally. 

 

In David Platt’s book Radical, in the chapter on “The Great WHY of God,” he calls our attention to the motive 

of God bringing the plagues on Egypt and entrapping His own people between the Red Sea and the Egyptian 

army. 

 

Exodus 14:4, 18 "Thus I will harden Pharaoh's heart, and he will chase after them; and I will be honored 

through Pharaoh and all his army, and the Egyptians will know that I am the LORD." And they did so. …The 

Egyptians will know that I am the LORD when I gain glory through Pharaoh, his chariots and his horsemen."  

 

 

God blessed and saved Israel, and through God’s intervention on behalf of His people, the people of Egypt -- a 

nation who did not the Lord -- discovered that their worthless gods were nothing and the God of Israel was 

something to reckon with.  Who would not want to have the favor of the God of Israel if He can deliver His 

people from a world class army, part a sea, and without a single man lifting a sword He can bury an army that 

dares come against His people! 



 

Why did God do this with Egypt?  So that men from every nation, tribe and tongue would come to know that 

salvation is with no other God than the God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob -- the God who brought forth from 

these men a seed through whom the whole world could enter the blessing and favor of God. 

 

Other stories in the bible underscore this.  The man born blind, Lazarus being raised from the dead, God saving 

Shadrach Meshach and Abednego, David and Goliath, Daniel and the lions den, and on and on and on.  

 

We are indeed to seek the blessing and favor of God, but we must do so because we want more than anything 

for God to be glorified.  This means people have to learn and know from our lips where the blessings of God in 

our life are coming from.  This is why in v. 3 accompanying this prayer for God’s blessing and favor is the 

expression: 

 

“Let the peoples praise Thee, O God, Let all the peoples praise Thee.” 
 

So our first and foremost motive in our seeking the blessings and favor of God in our life is that God might be praised and 

His name and fame spread as a God who is good to His people, who meets their needs and who is gracious to us, His 

children.  But if we have no intention of giving Him the credit, or telling others what God has done for us, then we 

shouldn’t pray for such things.  We are just seeking them for our own benefit.  This is a radical transformation in our 

prayer life. 

 

It’s God-centered, kingdom-minded and globally focused. 

 

Motive 2: For the Salvation of the Nations of the World 

 

Psalm 67:1-2, 6-7 May God be gracious to us and bless us, And cause His face to shine upon us 2That Thy way 

may be known on the earth, ….AND…, Thy salvation among all nations. . . . God, our God, blesses us. 7God 

blesses us, That all the ends of the earth may fear Him. 
 

God’s way for redeeming mankind was by sovereignly creating a people who exist for the express purpose of making His 

salvation known to the world.  Eventually Israel totally lost this focus and instead believed they were the focus of God 

because they had earned His blessing through adherence to the Law.  Thus their prayers and hopes shifted from seeking 

the welfare of the nations to seeking the judgment of the nations. 

 

But this psalm reveals to us that it was not always that way. 

 

In the book Radical, the chapter that corresponds with my sermon this week opens with a story about a church that had 

lost this understanding and global vision.  They had forgotten that they were once not a part of God’s blessed people and 

recipients of His great mercy and blessings.  They had come to believe that God was blessing them for their own sakes.   

 

Just as Israel lost the vision of God’s name and fame throughout the earth and God’s desire to bring people from every 

nation to His salvation, so too the church easily gets into a mode of wanting to be the object of God’s blessings rather than 

a channel of God’s blessing. 

 

This is just an incredible thought to me.  I love this whole idea of asking God to bless us in such a way that we are able to 

show off our God to the world and share His salvation with those who don’t know Him. 

Let me ask us a question.  A penetrating question.  Do we long for people -- I mean long for people -- who don’t know 

our God to discover how awesome He is?  If so, does it show up in your praying, your giving, your public testimony?   

 

God wants to be awesome to you so that you will praise His name before others.  But if you don’t long for others to know 

Him, you won’t praise Him and tell them of His awesome deeds toward you, and He has no reason to spend His blessings 

on you. 

 

World-class praying has God’s heart for the world at the center of it.  The third motive to seek God’s blessing and favor 

is: 



  

Motive 3: That God Will Receive Praise Around the World 
4Let the nations be glad and sing for joy; For Thou wilt judge the peoples with uprightness, 

And guide the nations on the earth. 

 
1

st
 that God would be known around the world 

2
nd

 that people around the world would be saved 

3
rd

 that people of all nations having been saved would give praise to God 

 

The ultimate goal is that people from every nation, tribe and tongue will not only be saved, but will offer their praise and 

thanks to God for His great goodness to them.  This psalmist prays that the nations who don’t know Him will ultimately 

rejoice before Him.  He has the vision of Rev 7:9-10 that we read earlier on His heart. 

 

The chief end of man is to glorify his creator.   

 

This is why even the cross of Christ ultimately has as its purpose -- the glory and praise of God. 

 

We often pray for others we know and care about.  We often pray for our needs and wants.  But do we pray for what God 

wants?  Do we intercede for God to receive the praise and worship that is due him? 

 

Do we labor for this because we want badly for God’s vision to be fulfilled?  

 

This is what we are here for and why we have been saved and why we evangelize -- that God may be made much of by 

the nations.  We get to be a part of that.  But the gathering from the nations is yet incomplete. 

 

I don’t know about you, but this psalm convicts me to change my praying from being me focused and people focused to 

being God focused. 

 

Conclusion: 

 

So let’s go back to the question we started with: 

 

Is it selfish to pray for and seek after God’ blessings and favor on us? 

Is it God’s will to pray for His blessings, gracious dealings, and favor toward us? 

 

The answer has to do with “why.”   

 

God wants to bless His people for the sake of His name and for the salvation the nations so the disorder that came into the 

world in the Garden of Eden may be restored to its proper order.  Man existing for the love, worship and service of His 

creator.  And lest we think that makes God a selfish God, I’ll echo the line from the book that caught my attention.   

 

“Who else would we want God to make much of?”   

 

Let’s pray shall we. 

 

Oh Lord, I do echo the psalmists prayer here and ask You to mightily bless us and may we be faithful to praise You.  Not 

just in this room, but more especially in the ears of the lost.  Show us opportunities to tell others of the great things You 

have done for us. 

 

The answered prayers, the wisdom and guidance, the forgiveness of our sins, the eternal peace and eternal inheritance.  

We indeed are already blessed.  In Christ we are already blessed with every blessing in the heavenly places.  We are 

blessed to have Your Holy Spirit abiding in us.  We are blessed to have been chosen to hear Your gospel and sovereignly 

granted repentance.   

 



We have deserved nothing You have given us.  We have only earned Your wrath and holy justice, yet You have been 

merciful to us in great abundance.  How I praise You, God, and how I pray for You to be praised by us, Your blessed 

people. 

 

But Lord, do bless us indeed and may the lost see Your goodness to us and desire You.  May we make Your fame spread 

throughout the earth.  May our hearts long for You to receive the praise from Your creation that You so rightly deserve. 

Amen. 


