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[Wednesday, February 8, 2017] Exodus Series, Exodus chapter 22, verses 16-31 – 
Craig Thurman 

 
Again we consider the judgement of the LORD.  So far we have read of: 

 
Chapter 21 

Debts settled by slavery – Premeditated killing: murder – Accidental death 
– Capital punishment in cases of no bloodshed – Personal liability for bodily 

injury – Personal liability for property damage 
 

Chapter 22 
Theft of property – Theft by abuse/misappropriation – Neighborly liability 

against fire, trust, loss 
 

16 ¶  And     if      a man entice a maid that is not betrothed,  
                  when  

 

if … entice, ַתיְי־ִיְכו  ,Piel fut. 3ps. masc. of htAPA; KJV, to deceive ,ה־

entice, flatter, to be silly, allure, (2Ki.22.20-22; Hos.2.14) 

 
And so, as Gill states, ‘… but yielding to the solicitations of a man …’. 

 
maid, הָלּווְּ־ב, fem. sing. noun; KJV, maid (12; 7 of these 12 
unmistakably refer to virgins), virgin (37); when translated maid or 

maiden the contrast is to those who are not virgins; therefore the 
maiden is synonymous with virgin. 

 
Jud.19.24, contrasted to a concubine 

Ps.78.63, those who were not given in marriage 
Jer.2.32, contrasted to a bride 

Lam.5.11, contrasted to woman ravished 
Ez.9.6, listing the old and young, maids, children and women 

Ez.44.22, contrasted to widowed wives, and those put away 
(include Ex.22.16) = 7 

  

is … betrothed, hWArAxo, Pual (intensive passive) pret. 3ps. fem. of 

WraxA; KJV, betrothed, espoused. 
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Another Heb. word for maid (2), damsel (1), virgin (4) 

hmAl4fa, maid (cf.Ex.2.8; Pr.30.19, maid; Ps.68.25, damsel; 

virgin, Ge.24.43; Cant.1.3; 6.8; Is.7.14). 
 

maid, refers to Miriam, when Moses was put upon the 
Nile River in an ark;  the way of a man with a maid. 

O.E.D., maid, 1. A girl; a young (unmarried) woman. = 
maiden; 2. A virgin. 

 
damsel, O.E. D., 1, A young unmarried lady; originally 

one of noble or gentle birth, but gradually extended as a 
respectful appellation to those of lower rank.  2. A young 

unmarried woman (without any connotation of rank or 
respect – sometimes even slightingly); a maid, maiden, 

girl, country lass. 
ו                                                   ּו ִא  ַ  ל־

and lie with her,             he shall surely endow her             to be his wife. 
                               Wigram, endowing he shall endow her      for a wife, or ‘to wife.’ 

 

shall surely endow, מְב וּו וָמ הּוויַר־  ;rhomA, ma-hor, Qal infin. absol., surely ;רּו

hnA>r@hAm4yi, yim-ha-ren-nah, Qal fut. 3ps. masc. of rhamA, w/a 3ps. fem 

suff., he shall … endow her. 

 
In Deu.22.28, 29 (reading below) the man was to pay 50 shekels of a dowry 

to her father.  Here she is to receive some remuneration. 
 

Heb 13:4  Marriage is honourable in all, and the bed undefiled: but 
whoremongers and adulterers God will judge. 

 

The Lord sanctions that relationship between the betrothed who have 
become married.  All other such relationships are sin. All other practices are 

sin.  Such sin is called by various terms: fornication,  
 

Can be used to refer to the premarital relationship (1Co.7.2), or it can 
be used in a general sense to every carnal act outside of marriage 

(2Co.12.21; cf. Mt.15.19; Acts 15.20; Ro.1.29; 1Co.5.1; 1Co.6.18; 
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Col.3.5; 1Th.4.3; Jude 7), or to spiritual sins against God (Re.2.20; 
14.8);  

 
adultery, homosexuality, and bestiality (v.19).  

 
ְ י          ְ י י־רּו  ַ רְרּו

17  If her father utterly refuse to give her unto him, he shall pay money 

according to the dowry of virgins. 
                                                      which appears to be 50 shekels of silver (Deu.22.29 

 

virgins, ִוְּ־הַָה, fem. pl. sing. noun; the singular hlAUtB4; KJV, virgin 

(37), maid/maiden (12): see above. 

 
To take one who is not betrothed is to commit fornication.  In such a case 
as this he must marry her.  (Cf. Deu. 22.23-27)  But that must be agreeable 

to the father.  So the daughter has protection under this judgment. 
  

Deu.22.28  If a man find a damsel that is a virgin, which is not 
betrothed, and lay hold on her, and lie with her, and they be found; 

29  Then the man that lay with her shall give unto the damsel’s father 
fifty shekels of silver, and she shall be his wife; because he hath 

humbled her, he may not put her away all his days. 
 

Betrothal changes the nature of the trespass.  Keeping to the Scriptures, we 
learn that the betrothal is a legally binding arrangement between a man 

and a woman.  Though these two might not have come together as 
husband and wife experimentally they are husband and wife legally.  To 

take another man’s betrothed is to take his wife which constitutes adultery. 
 

Due.22.23  If a damsel that is a virgin be betrothed unto an husband, 
and a man find her in the city, and lie with her; 

24  Then ye shall bring them both out unto the gate of that city, and 
ye shall stone them with stones that they die; the damsel, because 

she cried not, being in the city; and the man, because he hath 
humbled his neighbour’s wife: so thou shalt put away evil from 

among you. 



The Book of Exodus 

4 

 

25  But if a man find a betrothed damsel in the field, and the man 
force her, and lie with her: then the man only that lay with her shall 

die: 
26  But unto the damsel thou shalt do nothing; there is in the damsel 

no sin worthy of death: for as when a man riseth against his 
neighbour, and slayeth him, even so is this matter: 

27  For he found her in the field, and the betrothed damsel cried (in 
other words it would not have been heard), and there was none to 

save her. 
 

(more on this topic: cf. Ex.21.7-12; Luke Series @ Lk.1.5-38) 
 

Our present text of Ex.22.16, 17 is fornication. The LORD’s judgement 
condemns sexual promiscuity among the Israelites and in the land of 

promise.  These judgments regulate the people of Israel wherever they 
might come, as the conduct of those who live on this land.  

 
Lev.18.24  Defile not ye yourselves in any of these things: for in all 

these the nations are defiled which I cast out before you: 
25  And the land is defiled: therefore I do visit the iniquity thereof 

upon it, and the land itself vomiteth out her inhabitants. 
 

18  Thou shalt not suffer a witch to live. 
 

Thou shall … allow … to live, ִיחְו  te-chay-yeh, Piel (intensive active) ,ה־

fut, 2ps. masc. of hyAHA, cha-hah, to live; The verb in Piel shows that 

the Israelites were to be actively involved in the condemnation of 
any who would practice the abomination of the nations.   

 
a witch, תִב יּוור־ ְ ִא , Piel (intensive active) part. sing. masc. and fem. of 

JwaKA; this verb is always in Piel and so these are busy about their 

wicked craft; KJV, Ex.7.11 [LXX, Gr. farmaki<a and farmako<j]; 

Dan.2.2; Mal.3.5, sorcerers; 22.18; Deu.18.10, a witch; 2Chron.33.6 

used witchcraft [LXX, Gr. farmakeu<ein]. 

 

Add to this, Lev.20.27.  These are those who seek for answers from among 
the dead: the demons and devils. 
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Le 20:27  A man also or woman that hath a familiar spirit, or that is a 

wizard, shall surely be put to death: they shall stone them with 
stones: their blood shall be upon them. 

 
familiar spirit, ֹוא , masc. sing. noun; KJV, familiar spirit, 

(marg.spirit of divination); Job 32.19, like [new] bottles. 
 

These are those possessed of and who consult with 
demons: 

Le 20:6  And the soul that turneth after such as have 
familiar spirits, and after wizards, to go a whoring after 

them, I will even set my face against that soul, and will 
cut him off from among his people. 

 
Le 19:31  Regard not them that have familiar spirits, 

neither seek after wizards, to be defiled by them: I am 
the LORD your God. 

 
Deu.18.10  There shall not be found among you any one 

that maketh his son or his daughter to pass through the 
fire, or that useth divination, or an observer of times, or 

an enchanter, or a witch, 
11  Or a charmer, or a consulter with familiar spirits, or 

a wizard, or a necromancer. (A consulter is one who 

asks, desires, inquires, lx2wo.  

 
a wizard, עָדַי  yad-[g]o-ni, masc. sing. noun; the verb root is ,יַנ־

fdayA, yada, to know; they are said to peep: 

 
Isa 8:19  And when they shall say unto you, Seek unto 

them that have familiar spirits, and unto wizards that 
peep, and that mutter: should not a people seek unto 

their God? for the living to the dead? 
 



The Book of Exodus 

6 

 

peep, ַ־ַייה ִַי־  Pilpel part. of JpacA; Is.29.4, shall ,ִור־

whisper (marg. peep or chirp); and rightly so, it is 
a evil breath from the nether world. 

 
mutter, ַַיה ו־ ְִ ִו  Hiphil (causative active) part. of ,ה־

hgahA; in Qal, meditate, utter, speak, imagine, 

study, roar. 
 

necromancer, ַהיה ְְ  meaning, or one inquiring unto ,ה־רְָמִ ְ לְִו

the dead; wr2do, Qal part. Poel of wraDA; KJV, to search, seek, 

inquire. 
 

A witch is one which practices enchantments or sorceries. Sometimes witch 
refers to the woman; a sorcerer refers to the man.  Witchcraft is what 

either practices.  (i.e. 2Ki.9.22; 2Chron.33.6) Both are the same Hebrew 
root, and refer to the same evil craft.  In the Bible witchcraft or sorcery 

begins with Egypt. (Ex.7.11) Some time later in biblical history the 
Babylonians practice the same thing.  (Dan.2.2)  This, among other things, is 

called an abomination of the nations which the people of God are not to 
learn.  (Deu.18.9-12)  

 

after (or, as, like) the abominations, tbof3OtK4, ke-tho-[g]a-both; 

prefixed K4, as, like; fem. noun, hbAf2OT, to-[g]e]bah, which is always 

translated with the English word abominable, abomination; the verb 

is bfaTA, ta-[g]av; to be abominable or abhorred. 

 

The Hebrew verb, JwaKA, combined with the Greek verb, farmakeu<ein, 

lends to the idea of the use of chemicals or drugs to replicate the work of 
God. (cf. these in the LXX: Ex.7.11, 22; 8.18; Is.47.9, 12; Na.3.4)  

 
The great error is to attribute to something or someone what God ordained 

to help alleviate suffering and pain.  The great deceptions of the past were 
that men and women proclaimed themselves as the great power of God. 
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Acts 8.9  But there was a certain man, called Simon, which beforetime 
in the same city used sorcery, and bewitched the people of Samaria, 

giving out that himself was some great one: 
10  To whom they all gave heed, from the least to the greatest, 

saying, This man is the great power of God. 
 

Paul had a physician, named Luke.  (Col.4.14) He was a man who was skilled 
in helping others to heal.  There are men and woman who have dedicated 

their lives to helping others heal, or to manage pain, or to at least have a 
better quality of life than they could have had otherwise.  How can we 

condemn such helps in humanity? 
 

Not only are there men and women who have dedicated their lives to 
helping others heal, but there are means that can be used to help alleviate 

pain and suffering.   
 

Pr 31:6  Give strong drink unto him that is ready to perish, and wine 
unto those that be of heavy hearts. 

 
Medicines can help us to heal, or help us to rest so that we might be 

restored to better health more quickly.  Resorting to these means are 
helpful. We know that the Lord may use whatever He will to help us, be it 

through the person of a physician or the practice of a pharmacist.  But a 
word of caution.  Each of us needs to determine what the Word of God will 

allow. 
  

Drugs that seem to have done more damage to society are those designed 
to alter the mood.  Drugs that stupefy or exciting the mind or body 

constitute, whether prescribed or illegally obtained are dangerous and 
addictive.  These are what might be the farmakeu<ein that we are warned 

against in Scripture. 

 
Israel was to be proactive against those that practice witchcraft or 

sorceries.  The penalty is clear irrespective of any other thing.  They might 
be otherwise moral and religious.  The sin warrants the administration of 

capital punishment. The true worship of God deliver His children from 
every form of this.  They have no need of these things at all.  To seek it 
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would be to rebel against the will of God for them to seek Him in 
everything. 

 
Ps 119:2  Blessed are they that keep his testimonies, and that seek 

him with the whole heart. 
 

Heb 11:6  But without faith it is impossible to please him: for he that 
cometh to God must believe that he is, and that he is a rewarder of 

them that diligently seek him.  
 

19  Whosoever       lieth with a beast shall surely be put to death. 
    Everyone or All   lying 

 

whosoever lieth, בּולְְִָתא, bk2wo, sho-kev (phonetically, sho-cave); Qal. 

part. (Poel),  act. sing. masc. of bkawA; to lay … carnally. 

 
This sin is as clear as the punishment that is to be exacted upon the doer of 

witchcraft.  The judgment is God is without partiality.  Whosoever it is that 
would commit this trespass is to receive capital punishment, being put to 

death.  It matters not if it is man or woman, rich or poor, old or young, 
stranger or native born, Jew or Gentile; they all receive the same 

punishment if they are of the Israelites, or with the Israelites in the land of 
Israel. 

 
Then he addresses the children of Israel.   

 
Lev.18.23  Neither shalt thou (referring to the children of 

Israel, vs.2) lie with any beast to defile thyself therewith: 
neither shall any woman stand before a beast to lie down 

thereto: it is confusion. 
24  Defile not ye yourselves in any of these things: for in all 

these the nations are defiled which I cast out before you: 
25  And the land is defiled: therefore I do visit the iniquity 

thereof upon it, and the land itself vomiteth out her 
inhabitants. 

 
Then he addresses the male and the female of Israel.   
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Le 20:15  And if a man (the male of Israel) lie with a beast, he 

shall surely be put to death: and ye shall slay the beast. 
16  And if a woman  (the female of Israel) approach unto any 

beast, and lie down thereto, thou shalt kill the woman, and the 
beast: they shall surely be put to death; their blood shall be 

upon them. 
 

ַַויה                                             לּו ה

20  He that sacrificeth unto any god, save unto the LORD only, he shall be utterly 
destroyed. 

 
he shall be utterly destroyed, ה  ,.Hophal (causative passive) fut ,יּוֳימּו

3ps. masc. of MraHA;only once in Qal part. Lev.21.18; otherwise most 

often in Hiphil (causative active), and three times in Hophal 

(causative passive)or passive; the Hophal is translated utterly 
destroyed, devoted, and forfeited. 

 
All other sacrifices are condemned.  Manoah, Samson’s father, not knowing 

that he was entertaining an angel desired him to stay for a meal.  At this 
the angel states: 

  
Jud.13.16  And the angel of the LORD said unto Manoah, Though thou 

detain me, I will not eat of thy bread: and if thou wilt offer a burnt 
offering, thou must offer it unto the LORD. For Manoah knew not 

that he was an angel of the LORD. 
 

21  Thou shalt neither     vex     a stranger, nor oppress him:  
                                        oppress                                afflict 

                                          wrong                                 force 
 

This verse uses both words, vex and oppress.  After this each word will be 
used in their own statement.  (see below)  A stranger is one that, for 

whatever reason, has visited the land. 
 

vex, hn@Ot,  Hiphil (causative active) fut. 2ps. masc. of hnAyA; KJV, destroy 

(1), proud (1), oppressor, oppress, (13), vex (4), do wrong (1). 
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oppress, ְַָה יּו  Qal fut. 2psm. of CHalA, la-chats w/3psm. suff.;KJV, to ,ַהל־

oppress (14), afflict (1), crush (1), to force (1), to thrust oneself (1); 

the noun, CHala, is translated oppression (6), affliction (5). 

 
Ex 23:9  Also thou shalt not oppress (afflict, force) a stranger: 

for ye know the heart of a stranger, seeing ye were strangers in 

the land of Egypt. (CHalA) 

 
Le 19:33  And if a stranger sojourn with thee in your land, ye 

shall not vex (do wrong, oppress) him. (hnAyA) 

34  But the stranger that dwelleth with you shall be unto you as 
one born among you, and thou shalt love him as thyself; for ye 

were strangers in the land of Egypt: I am the LORD your God. 
 

De 10:17  For the LORD your God is God of gods, and Lord of 
lords, a great God, a mighty, and a terrible, which regardeth 

not persons, nor taketh reward: 
18  He doth execute the judgment of the fatherless and widow, 

and loveth the stranger, in giving him food and raiment. 
19  Love ye therefore the stranger: for ye were strangers in the 

land of Egypt. 
 

for ye were strangers in the land of Egypt. 
 

Giving the reason why they were not to vex or oppress strangers. 

 

         hnafA               -   ה־יּוהֹוה       - 

22  Ye shall not afflict any widow, or    fatherless child. 
      Or, Every widow or an orphan, ye shall not afflict. 

 

afflict, ִעהָי  Piel (intensive active) fut, 2-pspl. masc. of hnafA; KJV, in ,ה־

Qal, to be exercised, afflicted; Niphal (simple passive), afflicted, 

humbled; Piel (intensive active) adds forced, weakened, hurt, to be 
hard. 
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          hnafA         hnafA 

23  If thou afflict them in any wise, and they cry at all unto me, I will surely hear 
their cry; 

24  And my wrath shall wax hot,  
 

my wrath, ַפי ִ, root Jxa;  

Jx generally refers to the forepart of the face: first found in 

Ge.2.7, nostrils; then 3.19, face; Pv. 11.22, snout; Job 40.24, 

nose; Ps. 10.4, countenance;  
 

Then what is customarily reflected in the face most readily are 
the attributes:Gen.27.45, anger; in Exodus 4.14, the anger of 

the LORD was kindled; 11.8, went out from Pharaoh in a great 
anger; 22.24; 32.10, my wrath shall wax hot; 32.11, thy wrath; 

32.12, wrath; 32.19, anger; 32.22, the anger; 34.6, 
longsuffering. 

 
shall wax hot, וה־ב מּו  ,cha-rah, Qal fut. 3psf.; KJV, to be wroth, angry ,יּו

kindled, displeased, burned, wax hot, incensed. 
 

and I will kill you with the sword; and your wives shall be widows, and your 
children        fatherless. 

                        orphans 
 

and I will kill, Qal. fut. of grahA, ha-rag; to kill, slay, to put [to death]. 

 
fatherless, י־הַָריה, ye-tho-mim, masc. pl. noun; KJV, fatherless (37), 

orphan (1). 
 

If an Israelite treated the widow or fatherless in such a way, the Lord would 

slay him and thus his family could become the object of such person as he 
was. 

 
 ַ רְְבְמא ִכל־ְהו        

25 ¶  If thou lend money      to any of my people that is poor by thee, 

           If silver thou lend 
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thou lend, ִכל־ְהו, Hiphil (causative active) fut., 2psm. of hvAlA, la-vah; in 

Qal it is to borrow; in Niphal (simple passive) it is to be joined or to 
cleave together; in Hiphil (causative active) it is to lend. 

 
This rule applies only to those of Israel, not to strangers.   

 
Pv.3.27 ¶  Withhold not good from them to whom it is due, when it is 

in the power of thine hand to do it. 
28  Say not unto thy neighbour, Go, and come again, and to morrow I 

will give; when thou hast it by thee. 
 

Mt.5.42  Give to him that asketh thee (assuming the above 
stipulation), and from him that would borrow of thee turn not thou 

away. 
 

The borrower is servant to the lender. 
 

Pr 22:7  The rich ruleth over the poor, and the borrower is servant to 
the lender. 

 
The lender is greater than the borrower.  Israel, for obedience would be a 

lender rather than a borrower among the nations. 
 

De 15:6  For the LORD thy God blesseth thee, as he promised thee: 

and thou shalt lend unto many nations, but thou shalt not borrow; 
and thou shalt reign over many nations, but they shall not reign over 

thee.  (De 28:12) 
 

This judgment guides those that are blessed of the Lord how they might 
help those that are poor.   

 
Pr 22:16  He that oppresseth the poor to increase his riches, and he 

that giveth to the rich, shall surely come to want. 
 

Pr 22:9  He that hath a bountiful eye shall be blessed; for he giveth of 
his bread to the poor. 
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Job 31.24 (Job says) ¶  If I have made gold my hope, or have said to 
the fine gold, Thou art my confidence; 

25  If I rejoiced because my wealth was great, and because mine hand 
had gotten much; 

26  If I beheld the sun when it shined, or the moon walking in 
brightness; 

27  And my heart hath been secretly enticed, or my mouth hath kissed 
my hand: 

28  This also were an iniquity to be punished by the judge: for I should 
have denied the God that is above. 

 
Of the Lord’s people there those who have and those who have not.  There 

is not necessarily sin for having or not having.   
 

Pr 13:7  There is that maketh himself rich, yet hath nothing: there is 
that maketh himself poor, yet hath great riches. 

 
The LORD gives to some and not to others, and He takes from some and 

gives to others as He pleases. 
 

Job 1:21  And said, Naked came I out of my mother’s womb, and 
naked shall I return thither: the LORD gave, and the LORD hath taken 

away; blessed be the name of the LORD. 
 

There are those that He gives more, and those that He gives less. There are 
those that enjoy what the LORD gives,  

 
Ecc.5.18 ¶  Behold that which I have seen: it is good and comely for 

one to eat and to drink, and to enjoy the good of all his labour that he 
taketh under the sun all the days of his life, which God giveth him: for 
it is his portion. 

19  Every man also to whom God hath given riches and wealth, and 
hath given him power to eat thereof, and to take his portion, and to 

rejoice in his labour; this is the gift of God. 
 

and those who cannot enjoy it.  
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Ecc.6.1 ¶  There is an evil which I have seen under the sun, and it is 
common among men: 

2  A man to whom God hath given riches, wealth, and honour, so that 
he wanteth nothing for his soul of all that he desireth, yet God giveth 

him not power to eat thereof, but a stranger eateth it: this is vanity, 
and it is an evil disease. 

 
Ec 5:10  He that loveth silver shall not be satisfied with silver; nor he 

that loveth abundance with increase: this is also vanity. 
 

Of both the rich and the poor there are those who are frugal and those who 
waste. There are those who are diligent and those who are negligent.   

 
Pr 10:4  He becometh poor that dealeth with a slack hand: but the 

hand of the diligent maketh rich.There are those which are blessed 
and those which are chastened.   

 
In this, the judgment of the LORD says, 

 
Pr 28:27  He that giveth unto the poor shall not lack: but he that 

hideth his eyes shall have many a curse. 
 

thou shalt not be to him as an usurer,   neither shalt thou lay upon him usury. 
                                             as   a  creditor 

 

as an userer, ו ְִ ָ ד  ;the K4 for as; Qal part. act. sing. masc. of  hwAnA ,ב־

KJV, to lend, be a creditor, to exact, and extort. 
 

neither shalt thou lay, ַׂשירָי  xlo,not;   Qal fut. 2ppl. masc. of ,ַ ְה־

MUW, sum; KJV, made, put, set, done, brought, and appoint. (Qal 

preterite:Ex. 2.14; 3.22; 4.11, 15, 21; 5.14; 8.12, 23; 9.21; 10.2; 15.25, 
26; 18.21; 21.13; 26.35; 28.12, 26, 37; 29.6, 24; 33.22; 40.3, 5, 8, 29; 

Qal imperative: Ex.17.14, rehearse; 32.27, put; Qal fut.: Ex.1.11; 2.3; 
4.11; 5.8; 9.5; 14.21; 15.26; 17.12; 19.7; 21.1; 22.25; 24.6; 39.7, 19; 

40.18, 19, 20, 21, 24, 26, 28, 30) 
 

usury, נ ְִ    ;masc. noun; always translated usury ,דְ
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25-27 dictate how that the Israelites were to lend to the poor.  Usury was banned 

by the LORD in every form as a way to help the poor. (Due.23.19)   
 

De 23:19  Thou shalt not lend upon usury to thy brother;  
 

It seems that this should be understood of the brother that is 
poor. 

 
usury of money, usury of victuals, usury of any thing that is lent upon 

usury … 
 

Lending with usury could be used with the stranger.  This was a sign of 
blessing when this could be done. 

 
De 23:20  Unto a stranger thou mayest lend upon usury; but unto thy 

brother thou shalt not lend upon usury: that the LORD thy God may 
bless thee in all that thou settest thine hand to in the land whither 

thou goest to possess it. 
 

When the Israelite was reduced to borrowing it was a sign of cursing. 
 

Deu.28.43  The stranger that is within thee shall get up above thee 
very high; and thou shalt come down very low. 

44  He shall lend to thee, and thou shalt not lend to him: he shall be 
the head, and thou shalt be the tail. 

45 ¶  Moreover all these curses shall come upon thee, and shall 
pursue thee, and overtake thee, till thou be destroyed; because thou 

hearkenedst not unto the voice of the LORD thy God, to keep his 
commandments and his statutes which he commanded thee: 
46  And they shall be upon thee for a sign and for a wonder, and upon 

thy seed for ever. 
 

It is not that usury could not be utilized as a means of business, but it 
simply was not to be used against the poor. 

 
26  If thou at all take thy neighbour’s raiment to pledge,  
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raiment, ִׂשל־ִרה, sal-math, fem. sing. noun; KJV, raiment, clothes, garment. 

 
ְרִ                                           ְ ִא  ִו

thou shalt deliver                      it unto him by that    the sun   goeth down: 

                    return, restore 
 

thou shalt return it, ָיְאה ִַ  .Hiphil (causative active) fut. of bUw, w/3psm,,,כ־

suff.; KJV, to return, restore, bring back, deliver, carry back, render, requite, 
recompense, et al. 

 
27  For that is his   covering only,  

                                   only covering 
 

his covering, ת־מָהָו, fem. sing. noun w/3psm. suff.; KJV, covering, 

vesture, raiment. 
 

only, ל  masc. sing. noun w/3ppl. masc. suff.; cf. dBa, bad; the ,ל־ִאנּו

proper idea of being poor. 
 

it is his raiment for his skin: wherein shall he sleep? and it shall come to pass, 
when he crieth unto me, that I will hear; for I am gracious. 

 

for his skin, ל־עָמֹו, masc. sing. noun w/3ps. suff., rOf; KJV, skin, the 

hide (of an animal). 

 
for … gracious, ַביְִיהָי, chan-noon; masc. sing. adj. & and also masc. 

proper name, Chanaan; always translated in the KJV with the English 

word gracious; the verb, NnaHA, is translated as graciously, gracious, 

favor, to intreat, pity, to have mercy, be merciful, make supplication.  
 

To fail in this would be exceptionally cruel behavior against a neighbor.  
 

ַַויה                        ה

28  Thou shalt not revile the gods, nor curse the ruler of thy people. 
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thou shalt … revile, ִלְקל -is a Piel (intensive active) fut. of llaqA, qa ,ה־

lal; this is to despise, to make light of, to treat lightly, to slight, to 
count as vile, to curse, to speak with curses towards, to account 

accursed in our eyes, to show contempt. 
 

curse, הּו ָמ, Qal fut. 2psm. of rraxA, and always translated with the 

English word curse; the expression of evil things upon another. 

 

2Sa.16.5 ¶  And when king David came to Bahurim, behold, 
thence came out a man of the family of the house of Saul, 

whose name was Shimei, the son of Gera: he came forth, and 
cursed still as he came. 

6  And he cast stones at David, and at all the servants of king 
David: and all the people and all the mighty men were on his 

right hand and on his left. 
7  And thus said Shimei when he cursed, Come out, come out, 

thou bloody man, and thou man of Belial … 
 

the ruler,  דּוַׂשי  ,na-see-a, masc. noun; KJV, prince, ruler, captain ,ה־
chief, governor; these are patriarch, tribal leaders, leaders over areas, 

leaders of congregations, leaders of nations. 
 

Do not speak evil of your judges and rulers. (for the Hebrew Myhilox$, 

Elohim, cf. Ex.21.6) 
 

29  Thou shalt not delay to offer the first of thy ripe fruits, and of thy liquors:  
 

thy liquors,jAf3m4div4, ve-di-[g]a-ka, masc. sing. noun w/2psm. suff.; the 

fem. noun, hfAm4Di, dim-[g]ah, is translated tears; liquors is archaic 

for liquid;  this is not to be limited to drinks having an alcohol 

content. For example,  
 

Nu 6:3  He shall separate himself from wine and strong drink, 
and shall drink no vinegar of wine, or vinegar of strong drink, 

neither shall he drink any liquor of grapes, nor eat moist 
grapes, or dried. 
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fmaD@, de-mag[g], (Ex.22.29), liquor (liquid); is realted to hfAm4D, 

which is always translated with the English word tears. 

 

hrAw4mi, mish-rah, (Nu.6.3), liquor (liquid). 

 

hz@m@, me-zeg, (Song. of Sol. 7.2), liquor (liquid). 

 

In this case the Hebrew, fmaD@, de-ma[g], translated tears (thinking 

viscous), liquids would be any liquids produced.  i.e. olive oil, juices, 
wines, strong drinks, vinegars, etc. 

 
the firstborn of thy sons shalt thou give unto me. 

 
In other words the first fruits are to be given to the LORD when they are 

ready. 
 

Nu 18:13  And whatsoever is first ripe in the land, which they shall 
bring unto the LORD, shall be thine (the Levitical priesthood); every 

one that is clean in thine house shall eat of it.  
 

And the firstborn sons are to be dedicated to the LORD with an offering.  
And these were also received by the Levites, but they too, paid a redeeming 

price of 5 shekels (Nu.18.15, 16). 
 

Ex.13.2  Sanctify unto me all the firstborn, whatsoever openeth the 
womb among the children of Israel, both of man and of beast: it is 

mine. 
… 
12  That thou shalt set apart unto the LORD all that openeth the 

matrix, and every firstling that cometh of a beast which thou hast; 
the males shall be the LORD’S. 

13  And every firstling of an ass thou shalt redeem with a lamb; and if 
thou wilt not redeem it, then thou shalt break his neck: and all the 

firstborn of man among thy children shalt thou redeem. 
… 

Ex 34:20  … And none shall appear before me empty. 
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… 
Nu.8.17  For all the firstborn of the children of Israel are mine, both 

man and beast: on the day that I smote every firstborn in the land of 
Egypt I sanctified them for myself. 

 
Make no delay, but be instant about giving of the firstfruits to the LORD.  

Hesitation contributes to failure. 
  

30  Likewise shalt thou do  
 

As soon as you would do with the first ripe fruits and firstborn sons so do, 
 

with thine oxen, and with thy sheep: seven days it shall be with his dam; on the 
eighth day thou shalt give it me. 

 

with its dam, ַערְַ ְֹו, Mfi, with; Om>xi, im-mo, fem. sing. noun 

w/3psm. suff. Mx2, em (phonetic, aim), mother. 

 
31  And ye shall be holy men unto me:  

 
As John Gill rightly points out, ‘They were so by God’s act of election, not 

special and particular, but general and national; choosing and separating 
them to be an holy people to him, above all the people on the face of the 

earth, and in a ceremonial sense they observing laws and appointments of 
God of this kind …’ 

 
These judgments made Israel holy to all other people.  Again, have we 

noticed that there is not a progressiveness to this holiness.  They either are 
holy in all that they do or they are not. 

 
neither shall ye eat any flesh that is torn of beasts in the field;  

 
is torn of beasts, ְמיּוו  .fem. sing. noun; KJV, torn (8), ravin (1) ,ה־

 
It is understood that such is not likely to occur within their gates before 

some could interrupt the destruction.  It is in the field where this would 
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occur, when there is none around to stop it and the animal is destroyed.  
Such meet is to be rejected. 

 
ye shall cast it to the dogs. 

 

ye shall cast, Hiphil (causative active) fut. of the root j4lawA; most 

often translated with the English word cast; KJV, to cast; Jos.10.11, 

cast down; 2Ki.7.15, away; 2Ki.17.20, or out; Nu.35.20, to hurl; 
Ne.9.11, throw; Hiphil fut. adds, Jos.9.17, adventured; Job.29.17, 

plucked. 
 

Hiphil fut. in Exodus: 1.22; 4.3; 7.10, 12; 15.25; 22.31; 32.19, 
24, to cast, cast down. 

 

to the dogs, ִלְבְלא, la, for hal4, to the; bl@K@, ke-lev, masc. sing. noun; 

always translated with the English, dog. 
 


