
I. Session 63: The Love of God Part 5: God’ love and the whole Christian life 

a. Purpose: In this session we shall how does God’s love shape the Christian life so 

that we would live more powerful Christian life.  Our point would be as follows: 

i. All Christians are to be in the love of God 

ii. God’s love and the matured Christian 

iii. God’s love and the disobedient Christian 

b. All Christians are to be in the love of God: “keep yourselves in the love of God, 

waiting anxiously for the mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ to eternal life.” (Jude 

21)  

i. The aorist tense of the verb “keep” is telling us that this is a serious 

solemn command; that is, it is a top priority. 

ii. Jude tells the readers to “keep yourselves in the love of God” 

iii. How?   

1. The second half of the verse answers this when it begins with a 

participle “waiting anxiously” which in the Greek is one word.  

2. “Waiting anxiously” as a participle is functioning to tell us the 

manner we keep ourselves in His love. 

3. What are we “waiting anxiously” for?  Answer: “the mercy of our 

Lord Jesus Christ to eternal life.” 

4. Namely, we trust in the Gospel; that is, we trust in the mercy that 

comes from Jesus Christ in light of what He has done to give 

sinners eternal life. 

c. God’s love and the matured Christian: As Christians we are to be matured in our 

faith by being more rooted in God’s love (Ephesians 3:14-21) 

i. Paul’s intent of his prayers for the Ephesians Christians: “so that Christ 

may dwell in your hearts through faith; and that you, being rooted and 

grounded in love,” (Ephesians 3:17)  

1. Paul want it that “that Christ may dwell in your hearts through 

faith” 

2. But Paul also wanted “that you, being rooted and grounded in 

love” 

a. Note love is mentioned in this verse which in the context is 

the love of Christ according to v.19. 

b. “being rooted” is a participle showing the manner in which 

we are to have Christ dwell. 

i. This verb has an agricultural idea; think of a plant 

that is healthy having strong roots. 

ii. Thus we are to be securely fastened in Christ’ love!  

c. “grounded” is also another participle showing the manner 

in which we are to have Christ dwell. 

i. This verb has an archietectual idea; think of a 

building having good foundation. 

ii. Thus we are to be centered on Christ’ love! 

ii. Practically in order to mature as a Christian it involves knowing His love 

more deeply: “may be able to comprehend with all the saints what is the 

breadth and length and height and depth, 19 and to know the love of 



Christ which surpasses knowledge, that you may be filled up to all the 

fullness of God.” (Ephesians 3:18-19) 

1.  Note “know the love of Christ” specifically mentioned in verse 19. 

2. Paul emphasize knowing the various depth of knowing His love:  

a. In terms of dimensions: “may be able to comprehend with 

all the saints what is the breadth and length and height and 

depth,” (Ephesians 3:18) 

b. The love of Christ even “surpasses knowledge” (Ephesians 

3:19) 

d. God’s love and the disobedient Christian: God’s love will discipline a disobedient 

Christian (Hebrews 12:4-11) 

i. We often take see discipline as a bad thing and this is what the author 

Hebrews want to correct: “5 and you have forgotten the exhortation which 

is addressed to you as sons, “My son, do not regard lightly the discipline 

of the Lord, Nor faint when you are reproved by Him;” (Hebrews 12:5) 

1. Christians “not regard lightly the discipline of the Lord” 

2. Neither should Christians “faint when you are reproved by Him” 

3. The author even says “and you have forgotten the exhortation” 

which reminds us of God’s truth.   

ii. What is basis for us not fainting when the Lord discipline us? His love! 

1. His love stated plainly: “For those whom the Lord loves He 

disciplines, And He scourges every son whom He receives.”” 

(Hebrews 12:6) 

2. His love seen in the fact that sons (who are loved) are disciplined: 

“7 It is for discipline that you endure; God deals with you as with 

sons; for what son is there whom his father does not discipline? 8 

But if you are without discipline, of which all have become 

partakers, then you are illegitimate children and not sons.” 

(Hebrews 12:7-8) 

a. Note the amount of time the word “sons” appear: three 

times. 

b. Discipline means we are dealt with by God as sons. 

c. However if you are “without discipline, of which all have 

become partakers, then you are illegitimate children and 

not sons” (Hebrews 12:8) 

3. The result of His discipline: “10 For they disciplined us for a short 

time as seemed best to them, but He disciplines us for our good, so 

that we may share His holiness. 11 All discipline for the moment 

seems not to be joyful, but sorrowful; yet to those who have been 

trained by it, afterwards it yields the peaceful fruit of 

righteousness.” (Hebrews 12:10-11) 

e. Implication:  

i. Our goal always as Christians is to remain in His love! 

ii. If we are maturing we are to be also in His love!  It’s being in His love 

that we can mature in our faith! 

iii. If we are in sin God’s love means He will discipline us! 


