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Section 2: A Nature Of True Righteousness Is Promoted By Formative Discipline, (Chpt. 5 – 7) 
3. We must be taught the application of righteousness, (vs. 7 – 9) 

a. The outward expression of righteousness is a nature of mercy, (vs. 7); “For if you forgive others their 
trespasses, your heavenly Father will also forgive you, but if you do not forgive others their trespasses, 
neither will your Father forgive your trespasses.” (Matthew 6:14–15)  
o “And should not you have had mercy on your fellow servant, as I had mercy on you?’ And in anger 

his master delivered him to the jailers, until he should pay all his debt. So also my heavenly Father 
will do to every one of you, if you do not forgive your brother from your heart.” (Mat. 18:33–35)  
 

b. The outward expression of righteousness is a nature of purity, (vs. 8); “The greatest among you shall be 
your servant. Whoever exalts himself will be humbled, and whoever humbles himself will be exalted.  
 

� Purity in one’s relationship toward God; “But woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For 
you shut the kingdom of heaven in people’s faces. For you neither enter yourselves nor allow those 

who would ENTER to go in.  (Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you devour 
widows’ houses and for a pretense you make long prayers; therefore you will receive the greater 

condemnation
) Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you travel across sea and land to 

make a single proselyte, and when he becomes a proselyte, you make him twice as much a child of 
hell as yourselves.  
 

� Purity in one’s view of sovereignty; “Woe to you, blind guides, who SAY, ‘If anyone swears by the 
temple, it is nothing, but if anyone swears by the gold of the temple, he is bound by his oath.’ You 
blind fools! For which is greater, the gold or the temple that has made the gold SACRED? And you 
say, ‘If anyone swears by the altar, it is nothing, but if anyone swears by the gift that is on the 
altar, he is bound by his oath.’ You blind men! For which is greater, the gift or the altar that makes 
the gift SACRED? So whoever SWEARS by the altar swears by it and by everything on it. And 
whoever SWEARS by the temple swears by it and by him who DWELLS in it. And whoever SWEARS 
by heaven swears by the throne of God and by him who SITS upon it.  

 

� Purity in one’s application of obedience; “Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you 
tithe mint and dill and cumin, and have neglected the weightier matters of the law: justice and 
mercy and faithfulness. These you ought to have done, without neglecting the others. You blind 
guides, STRAINING out a gnat and SWALLOWING a camel! “Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, 
hypocrites! For you clean the outside of the cup and the plate, but inside they are full of greed and 
self-indulgence. You blind Pharisee! First clean the inside of the cup and the plate, that the outside 
also may be clean. “Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you are like WHITEWASHED 
tombs, which outwardly appear beautiful, but within are full of dead people’s bones and all 
uncleanness. So you also outwardly appear righteous to others, but within you are full of 
hypocrisy and lawlessness.  

 

� Purity in one’s admission of righteousness; “Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you 
build the tombs of the prophets and decorate the monuments of the righteous, saying, ‘If we had 
lived in the days of our fathers, we would not have taken part with them in shedding the blood of 
the prophets.’ Thus you witness against yourselves that you are sons of those who MURDERED the 
prophets. ” (Matthew 23:11–31)   

 
c. The outward expression f righteousness is a nature of peace, (vs. 9); “Who is wise and understanding 

among you? By his good conduct let him show his works in the meekness of wisdom. But if you have 
bitter jealousy and selfish ambition in your hearts, do not boast and be false to the truth. This is not 
the wisdom that comes down from above, but is earthly, unspiritual, demonic. For where jealousy and 
selfish ambition exist, there will be disorder and every vile practice. But the wisdom from above is first 
pure, then peaceable, gentle, open to reason, full of mercy and good fruits, impartial and sincere. And a 
harvest of righteousness is sown in peace by those who make peace. ” (James 3:13–18)  



 

 
4. We must be taught the antithesis of righteousness, (vs. 10 – 12) 
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“For I tell you, unless your righteousness exceeds that of the scribes and Pharisees, you will never enter the 
kingdom of heaven.” (Matthew 5:20)  

 

The Lord Jesus Himself Has Told Us That True Righteousness Is Not A Ritual But A Nature, (Chpt. 3 – 12) 

• Section 1: A Nature Of True Righteousness Has Been Displayed, (Chpt. 3 – 4) 

• Section 2: A Nature Of True Righteousness Is Promoted By Formative Discipline, (Chpt. 5 – 7) 

• Section 3: A Nature Of True Righteousness Must Be Applied, (Chpt. 8 – 9) 

• Section 4: A Nature Of True Righteousness Is Divinely Expected, (Chpt. 10 – 12) 
 


