
Matthew 4:12-17 

Now when Jesus heard that John had been taken into custody, He withdrew into Galilee;  

 1.  John the Baptist had been arrested by Herod for calling Him to repent for stealing his brother,  
      Phillip’s wife. 
 2.  When Jesus heard that John had been taken into custody, he knew that the baton had officially  
      been passed to him. 
 3.  John the Baptist’s ministry was over…His was officially beginning.   
 4.  So he goes to Galilee.   13 and leaving Nazareth, He came and settled in Capernaum, 
which is by the sea, in the region of Zebulun and Naphtali.  
  a.  Why Galilee?   
  b.  Read on. v14-16 
   
14 This was to fulfill what was spoken through Isaiah the prophet:  15 “THE LAND OF ZEBULUN AND 
THE LAND OF NAPHTALI, BY THE WAY OF THE SEA, BEYOND THE JORDAN, GALILEE OF THE 
GENTILES— 16 “THE PEOPLE WHO WERE SITTING IN DARKNESS SAW A GREAT LIGHT, AND 
THOSE WHO WERE SITTING IN THE LAND AND SHADOW OF DEATH, UPON THEM A LIGHT 
DAWNED.”   

 1.  Jesus withdrew into Galilee to Capernaum by the sea in the region of Zebulun and Naphtali 
 2.  This region had been treated with contempt according to Isaiah.  Why?  Gentiles were  
      prominent there 
 3.  But it was about to be made glorious!   
 4.  The people who have walked in darkness are about to see a great light:  Jesus Christ 
 5.  John 8:12  Then Jesus again spoke to them, saying, “I am the Light of the world; he who 
follows Me will not walk in the darkness, but will have the Light of life. 
  
As followers of Christ, we of all people should be the most optimistic because the light of Christ and the 
Kingdom of our God continues to advance throughout the world! 

 1.  People who are dwelling in darkness are seeing a great light for the first time in many regions  
      of this world. 
 2.  Do not let the media and God’s judgment on the western world cause you to think that He is  
      not moving!  He is moving! 
 3.  1 John 2:8  On the other hand, I am writing a new commandment to you, which is true in Him 
and in you, because the darkness is passing away and the true Light is already shining. 

  a.  God’s Kingdom is Advancing! 
  b.  The Kingdom is advancing and will continue advancing.  How? 
  c.  Those who have seen the light, proclaim the light to those who are in darkness.   
  d.  1 Peter 2:9  But you are A CHOSEN RACE, A royal PRIESTHOOD, A HOLY 
NATION, A PEOPLE FOR God’s OWN POSSESSION, so that you may proclaim the excellencies of Him 
who has called you out of darkness into His marvelous light 
  e.  Preaching….proclaiming 
  f.  This is exactly what Jesus did! 

17 From that time Jesus began to preach and say, “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand.” 
  
Darkness is passing and Light has come in the person of Jesus Christ, who came preaching.   
  
 1.  Light is still coming to the darkness through preaching!   
 2.  Light will continue to come by and through preaching! 
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  a.  1 Corinthians 1:21  For since in the wisdom of God the world through its wisdom did 
not come to know God, God was well-pleased through the foolishness of the message preached to save 
those who believe. 
  b.  Romans 10:8-15  But what does it say? “THE WORD IS NEAR YOU, IN YOUR 
MOUTH AND IN YOUR HEART”--that is, the word of faith which we are preaching, 9 that if you confess 
with your mouth Jesus as Lord, and believe in your heart that God raised Him from the dead, you will be 
saved; 10 for with the heart a person believes, resulting in righteousness, and with the mouth he 
confesses, resulting in salvation. 11 For the Scripture says, “WHOEVER BELIEVES IN HIM WILL NOT 
BE DISAPPOINTED.” 12 For there is no distinction between Jew and Greek; for the same Lord is Lord 
of all, abounding in riches for all who call on Him; 13 for “WHOEVER WILL CALL ON THE NAME OF 
THE LORD WILL BE SAVED.” 14 How then will they call on Him in whom they have not believed? How 
will they believe in Him whom they have not heard? And how will they hear without a preacher? 15 How 
will they preach unless they are sent? Just as it is written, “HOW BEAUTIFUL ARE THE FEET OF 
THOSE WHO BRING GOOD NEWS OF GOOD THINGS!”  

 3.  Light penetrates darkness through preaching.  Jesus preached! 

I want us to flesh out 4 things from verse 17 this morning as we consider the power of preaching. 

I.  Preaching 

Acts 4:31  And when they had prayed, the place where they had gathered together was shaken, and they 
were all filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak the word of God with boldness.  

 1. The early church was characterized by speaking the word of God! 
 2.  You can see it clearly as you follow the narrative of Acts. 
 3.  You can see it over and over again in just the 8th chapter of Acts. 

Acts 8 

 1.  They were scattered and went preaching the Word v4 
 2.  Philip went to Samaria proclaiming Christ v5 
 3.  Peter and John preached the gospel to many villages of the Samaritans v25 
 4.  Philip preached Jesus to the Ethiopian v35 
 5.  Philip went preaching the gospel to all the cities between Azotus and Caesarea  v40 

What could have stirred them to preach so?  

II.  Boldness 

Acts 4:31  And when they had prayed, the place where they had gathered together was shaken, and they 
were all filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak the word of God with boldness.  

 1.  They were emboldened to speak the word of God…we need boldness! 

  a.  Acts 9:27  But Barnabas took hold of him and brought him to the apostles and 
described to them how he had seen the Lord on the road, and that He had talked to him, and how at 
Damascus he had spoken out boldly in the name of Jesus. 
  b.  Acts 9:28  And he was with them, moving about freely in Jerusalem, speaking out 
boldly in the name of the Lord. 
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  c.  Acts 13:46  Paul and Barnabas spoke out boldly and said, “It was necessary that the 
word of God be spoken to you first; since you repudiate it and judge yourselves unworthy of eternal life, 
behold, we are turning to the Gentiles. 
  d.  Acts 14:3  Therefore they spent a long time there speaking boldly with reliance upon 
the Lord, who was testifying to the word of His grace, granting that signs and wonders be done by their 
hands. 
  e.  Acts 18:26  and he began to speak out boldly in the synagogue. But when Priscilla and 
Aquila heard him, they took him aside and explained to him the way of God more accurately. 
  f.  Acts 19:8  And he entered the synagogue and continued speaking out boldly for three 
months, reasoning and persuading them about the kingdom of God. 

III.  Spirit 

As they preached…they did so with boldness, but first they were filled with the Holy Spirit. 
   
Acts 4:31  And when they had prayed, the place where they had gathered together was shaken, and they 
were all filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak the word of God with boldness.  

 1.  Ephesians 5:18  And do not get drunk with wine, for that is dissipation, but be filled with the 
Spirit 
 2.  Do you want to be possessed? 
  a.  By an evil spirit?  Demon possession/controlled 
  b.  By no spirit?  Self controlled 
  c.  By the Holy Spirt?  God controlled 
 3.  We need to be filled/controlled with/by the Spirit! 

Luke 4:14  And Jesus returned to Galilee in the power of the Spirit, and news about Him spread through 
all the surrounding district. 

IV.  Prayer 

As they preached…they did so with boldness, but first they were filled with the Holy Spirit.  But before 
they were filled with the Holy Spirit, they prayed! 
  
Acts 4:31  And when they had prayed, the place where they had gathered together was shaken, and they 
were all filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak the word of God with boldness.  

 1.  In Acts 2:42 they were devoting themselves to prayer 
 2. Philippians 4:6  Be anxious for nothing, but in everything by prayer and supplication with 
thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God. 
 3.  Everything by prayer, not everything by money, social prestige, publicity, or committees! 
 4.  Everything by prayer…and when they had prayed, they were filled and they spoke with  
      boldness! 
 5.  How we need to pray! 
  a.  Prayer room 
  b.  Prayer meeting 
  c.  But that is so “not-enough.”   
  d.  We need to pray in D-groups, pray in Sunday school classes, pray more in our church  
       services etc. etc. 
   1.  Not for in-grown toe nails and physical needs 
   2.  But for a baptism of the Holy Spirit that will bring a boldness that will  
         produce a preaching of the gospel that will shine the blinding Light of Christ  
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        on those who are in deep darkness. 

Preach?  That is your job.   

 1.  74 times this word is used and most of the time it refers to proclaiming the good news in the  
      streets. 
 2.  We don’t define it this way…but what if we did? 
 3.  If 1 person would win 2 people to Jesus each month and his 2 would lead 2 each month and so  
      on it would take us just a little more than 9 months to lead the entire city of Tullahoma to  
      Christ. 
 4.  It would take just a year to lead all of coffee county to Christ. 
 5.  When God given, heaven sent revival does come, it will undo in weeks the damage that 
blasphemous modernism has taken years to build.  Leonard Ravenhill 
  
• We need a baptism of the Holy Spirit that will bring a boldness that will produce a preaching of 

the gospel that will shine the blinding Light of Christ on those who are in deep darkness. 

Here is the question you need to answer this morning:   

 1.  Has the Light of Christ shone upon the darkness of your heart?  THE GOSPEL. Has the Light  
      of Christ shone upon the darkness of your heart? 
 2.  If the Light of Christ has shone upon the darkness of your heart, how will you be a part of  
      carrying that light into the darkness? 
  1.  Business cards and invite to church? 
  2.  Pray for God to bring one person into your life to share the gospel with and disciple. 
  3.  Mission trip this year:  Clarkston, Germany, Appalachia, the Association. 
  4.  D Group join, start, multiply. 
 3.  We need a baptism of the Holy Spirit that will bring a boldness that will produce a preaching  
      of the gospel that will shine the blinding Light of Christ on those who are in deep darkness. 


