
When He Shall Appear, We Shall See Him As He Is
By Shawn Reynolds

Bible Text: 1 John 3:2
Preached on: Sunday, March 11, 2018

Grace Particular Baptist Church
5725 Imperial Lakes Blvd
Mulberry, FL 33860

Website: www.onefoldoneshepherd.org
Online Sermons: www.sermonaudio.com/graceparticular

If you will this morning, turn with me to our text and our text is found in 1 John 3:2.

2 Beloved, now are we the sons of God, and it doth not yet appear what 
we shall be: but we know that, when he shall appear, we shall be like him; 
for we shall see him as he is. 

Let us pray.

Dear Lord, how great thou art, how holy thou art. O Lord, as we sang that hymn that all 
that thrills our soul is you, I pray, O Lord, that you would be pleased to make that a 
reality, to make that a truth in our soul at this hour. I thank thee, Lord, for thy truth, the 
preservation of thy truth. I thank thee, Lord, for the freedom to be here. I pray, O Lord, 
for the healing hand to be upon those who warrant it. That you would keep them from the
wicked one's thoughts and the wicked one's attacks and, Lord, that you would keep us in 
this place also from the same; that you would guard our minds and guard our hearts and
bring us, Lord, to thy feet to be instructed of who thou art. O Lord, may we see thy 
sufficiency and our need of thee every hour. For this we ask in Jesus' name. Amen.

There will be no introduction today and we'll go right to the text. "Beloved, now are we 
the sons of God, and it doth not yet appear what we shall be: but we know that, when he 
shall appear, we shall be like him; for we shall see him as he is." I want to take this verse 
in sections and speak, as I pray deeply, upon what the Lord would have in this for his 
people.

We start with that first word "Beloved." He addresses this to a certain and particular 
people. 1. Those who are beloved of God as verse 1 tells us in this same chapter, 
"Behold, what manner of love the Father hath bestowed upon us," that "us" is particular. 
It's the church. It's the people of God. The love that he has bestowed upon them, "that we 
should be called the sons of God." That's how we're called the sons of God, because of 
his love. "Therefore the world knoweth us not, because it knew him not." As Brother Paul
said earlier, it's not my intention to talk about the world today either. My care is for the 
souls of the people in this room who the Lord has given us to worship this day. And I 
pray that as the Lord impresses upon us this morning in this hour, that he reveals that 
love, that it is addressed to you, this text this morning, Beloved. Are you beloved of the 
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Lord? That's one of the reasons I read 1 John 4 this morning, an introduction in the 
Scripture reading, to put forth that love that the Lord has for us, that he loved us first, that
we love him because he loved us. That love that casts out fear, we need that love in this 
hour to cast out fear, the fear of the unknown, the fear of sin, the fear of burdens, the fear 
of everything that seizes us at this hour. The fear of not being his child.

The second focus on this "Beloved," is of course, beloved of one another because as we 
also read in 1 John 4, that the love for the brethren in Christ, it is not a love that the world
has. We have many loves in this world. We have many things that people join themselves
to others in the name of love but for the brethren, the love is the love of Christ that 
constrains us. In verse 14 of our chapter that we're in today, John says, "We know that we
have passed from death unto life, because we love the brethren." And loving the brethren 
is loving Christ in the brethren.

I hope by now in your walk with the Lord, that you see as you see sin revealed in your 
brethren, you understand that they struggle with the same devil, they struggle with sin, 
they struggle with the world, they struggle with self, and in Christ we have that struggle 
together. And if it is true, is in fact that we do love one another, it is because of Christ in 
us, the hope of glory and that's what attracts the children of God to each other, the 
brethren, it is the bond of love that's in Christ. 

And as John writes to us and the Holy Spirit pins this today, "Beloved," mark those two 
things that we spoke of: beloved of God and beloved of the brethren and for the brethren. 
Love for God and love for the brethren. Two marks of God's children. May the Lord 
plow our hearts this morning as he brings us to his feet in instruction. May he show us 
today what true love is, the love of Christ, the love that's depicted for us in 1 Corinthians 
13. The love that constrains the child of God, may he fill us with that at this hour. For 
those that we worship with in this room that are our brethren, those that are on the phone 
that are our brethren, may our hearts be united in love, a singular love for Christ and for 
Christ's people and all that are in Christ. Beloved.

Now. John writes, "now are we the sons of God." I want to focus a little bit on that word 
"now." At all times are we the sons of God? We cannot sin away our salvation. We 
cannot fear so much that we are separated from Christ. We cannot right at this moment if 
we be in Christ, no matter what our trial is, no matter how hard our life is, no matter how 
sick we are, no matter how afflicted we are, no matter the thoughts that are in our minds 
that bother us so much, because now we're in the house of the Lord and we want to come 
away but there are things that plague us and those things weigh us down and make us 
think maybe we're not God's children, but the Scriptures speak that being in Christ, you 
will always be in Christ. Now at this moment, if I'm speaking to the children of God in 
this room, now you are the sons of God and daughters, and we are one in Christ Jesus 
where there is not bond nor free, nor male nor female, nor Jew nor Gentile, but we are 
one in Christ Jesus.

As the Lord, I pray he impresses that upon us right now at this moment, that it is now that
we are the sons of God. The nearest relations that God has to himself. He calls us sons. 
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We have a brother born for adversity, the Lord Jesus Christ, that is talked of as our 
brother, but we are in our brother. We are in our head and we are accepted of the Father 
because of him. Now we are the sons of God. May that sink down into your soul. May 
the Holy Spirit take that thought and come and rescue your soul now at this hour, to bind 
you up in him with healing in his wings to show you that there is nothing that can 
separate you from that.

We're told in Romans 8, where we will go...let's just go over there for a minute. Romans 
8, at the end of Romans 8 we're told these beautiful words. But also before we get to 35, 
look at 16 and 17 real quick, "The Spirit itself beareth witness with our spirit, that we are 
the children of God." That's the only way. We can't reason it based on our works because 
as soon as we do, as soon as we start to tell God how good we are or what we've done, 
the Lord will show us that we're still unprofitable servants. We still don't come to him. 
We still sin on an everyday basis. We still need to hear him say, "Arise, take up thy bed 
and walk." We're in dire need of him every hour.

And I know the old writers used to love to say that and it didn't mean that much to me 
when I first read it, that we're in such a need now of the Holy Ghost just as much as we 
were when we were born again, when we were regenerated. We still need to hear that the 
Lord preserves us; that he keeps us; that he will fight for us; that he will carry us; that he 
will be our power; that he will be there for us. We sit in dire need of hearing that and the 
Holy Spirit is the one that witnesses to us that we are the children of God, and if we're 
children, then heirs, heirs of God and joint heirs with Christ. We have an inheritance in 
the Father. We have an inheritance in the Son. We have an inheritance in the Holy Ghost.
And it's life and it's life more abundantly than man could ever have on this earth. 

And we're going to hopefully as the Holy Spirit takes us into this passage today, we will 
see the depth of what he has prepared for us in this life and the life to come because it is 
very important that the child of God does have a hope, he has a hope that this isn't it, that 
life down here isn't heaven. We're reminded of that every day. I hope you're reminded of 
that every day. 

You know, I want to obey. I want to follow him. I want to see him in all things. I want to 
sing that song that, "All that thrills my soul is Jesus," and mean it. I want that to be a 
reality in my life, that that's all that thrills my soul. And it will be in the day of his power.
It will be when the Holy Spirit witnesses to me that I'm a joint heir with Christ. If so be 
that we suffer with him, that we may be also glorified together. And now today if we are 
the sons of God, no man, no thought, no principality, no power, can separate us from that 
love.

Let's look at 35. "Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? shall tribulation, or 
distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or peril, or sword?" Some of us are 
going through those things right now in this hour. Some of us, there are things vying in 
our minds and warring in our own beings to take us from the love of Christ. And the Holy
Spirit upon these words in the power of him to say so this morning, cannot, those 
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principalities and powers cannot touch the soul of the child of God. They cannot wrest 
that soul away from Christ's love that loved him from the foundation of the world.

"Nay, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him that loved us. For I am
persuaded," may the Lord empower us right now to stand in the face of the wickedness, 
to stand in the face of the wicked one and say, "I am persuaded, because I am persuaded 
by a power greater than mine, I am persuaded by my Lord who saves to the uttermost, 
who has loved me and has given his life for me. I am persuaded that neither death, nor 
life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor powers, nor things present, nor things to come,   
Nor height, nor depth, nor any other creature, shall be able to separate us from the love of
God, which is in Christ Jesus our Lord." To sum that up: we are kept and preserved in 
Christ Jesus. We are kept by a mighty power. 

He is faithful even when we are not. Paul said it in 2 Timothy 2:13, "If we believe not." If
we believe not, and many times we don't believe. Many times the situation is so powerful
in our minds, we have no belief. We have no way. I'm sure that guy that sat there for 38 
years after all that time never believed that he'd ever feel that water. Never believed that 
he'd be cleansed. That's our unbelief. And as Brother Paul said beautifully and 
powerfully, he had to have the man, Christ Jesus. You and I do too, and we need to be put
in that water. We need to be bathed every day in the fountain that's opened for the 
children of God and that fountain is his blood.

"If we believe not," Paul writes, "yet," even though we believe not, "he abideth faithful: 
he cannot deny himself." The Lord cannot deny himself. If we are in Christ, he cannot 
deny us either. We will never be denied of the Father, Son and Holy Ghost because if we 
be in Christ, he has performed all things for us.

Now are we the sons of God and we are the sons of God because he is faithful to reveal 
it. And there are many times in this life and there will be many times this week, that you 
don't feel like the sons of God, you don't feel like you have that, you don't feel like that 
you've been washed in the blood of Christ because as long as we live in this life, this 
body of sin will always be a plague to us. Always. Paul said it, there's always sin warring 
in these members, warring against that nature of Christ that's been formed in us, that is 
Christ the hope of glory, that is his seed. And that warfare is not a battle that is in limbo 
to see who's going to win. 

Now are we the sons of God. We were the sons of God before the foundation of the 
world, we're the sons of God now and we will be the sons of God in eternity because of 
him who is faithful and cannot deny himself. Now we are the sons of God.

We're not done. Let's go back over to our text. "Beloved, now are we the sons of God, 
and it doth not yet appear what we shall be." There is our first "shall." It does not yet 
appear what we shall be. You could sit there right now in that seat and think in your mind
and all of the manifestations that you have had of the Lord, and you will never get to 
where it shall be. When the disciples, when those three were taken with Jesus and he 
went and he was transfigured before their eyes and they saw the glory of the Lord and 
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they fell down upon their knees, they still could not see what they shall be. When Paul 
was brought up to the third heaven and he was taken up into that being with the Lord, he 
still could not understand what he shall be. It is a mystery no man can understand. 

It doesn't appear what we shall be. That's what I said, that's part of our warfare here. We 
don't understand what a glorified body will be. We don't understand what the depth of not
having sin, of being raised without sin. We don't understand what it will be like to have 
unimpeded worship with the Lord all the days of our life. We don't understand because it 
has not yet appeared what we shall be.

We have been called in the word of God strangers and pilgrims and it's because we have 
this journey that we live down here on earth, and the Lord said, "All of my people will 
live this journey down on earth." In fact, we've read that verse in 1 John 4, we're going to 
read it again here in a minute, as he is, so are we in this world. Our Lord went first. He is 
the God-man. He came, he was the firstfruits of all that the children of God will go 
through. He was tempted in all ways. He died. He rose again. He was resurrected. We 
will die to self. We will die finally. We will rise with him. Everything that we have in 
Christ, he is our firstfruit.

As Paul said in 1 Corinthians 2:9, "But as it is written, Eye hath not seen, nor ear heard, 
neither have entered into the heart of man," did you hear it? That's just what John just 
told us, "it doth not yet appear what we shall be." It's never entered into our heart. It's 
never entered into our mind. We haven't heard it, "the things which God hath prepared for
them that love him." We have a glimpse down here, it's called an experiential life. It's 
what we live in Christ down here, the glimpses that we have, but there's no way, there's 
no way we could ever know all that God has done for us. We could never behold all of 
his glory. This vessel, this weakened vessel that we have, is not worthy to hold all of the 
glory of the Lord. It's not worthy. It is a sin-riddled vessel. We have moments, we have 
Christ in us to reveal himself of what is to come. That is the hope of glory. Is there a life 
greater than this life? Yes, for the child of God. And right now it does not yet appear 
what we shall be. 

Hold your finger there and turn over with me to Ephesians 5. I was going to read 26 and 
27, but we'll back up to 25. "Husbands, love your wives, even as Christ also loved the 
church." I love these three verses because as he addresses the husbands, he goes to the 
Great Husband and he goes to Christ and he goes to what Christ has done for his bride. 
Now I know, me being a husband, I fall so short to anything that the Bible says that 
Christ is to his church. 

But he says, "Husbands, love your wives, even as Christ also loved the church, and gave 
himself for it; That he might sanctify," this is Christ, "That he might sanctify and cleanse 
it with the washing of water by the word." This is what Christ does to his people, he 
cleanses them. He washes them by himself, by the word, by the very word that testifies of
him. The Holy Spirit takes the things of Christ and he testifies them to the soul of the 
child of God. This is what Christ has done. Christ is my life. Christ is my power.
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"That he might present it," the church, "to himself a glorious church, not having spot, or 
wrinkle." Can you imagine yourself without sin? No. It has not yet appeared what we 
shall be. All glory belongeth unto our Lord for he has done great things. 

"That he might present it to himself a glorious church, not having spot, or wrinkle, or any
such thing; but that it should be holy and without blemish." That, my dear ones, is how 
we are holy in Christ. We are presented in Christ. We are presented in his righteousness. 
That's how we have no spot and no wrinkle. That's what we have to look forward to in the
hope of glory, in the hope that is our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.

But does that mean that we have nothing here? Absolutely not. We have Christ in us. We 
have Christ to reveal that the life to come is greater than this life because there are things 
here that hinder our worship. There are things here, sin being the number one that's in us. 
Our liberty is in Christ. Our freedom is Christ and Christ shall set you free, ye shall be 
free indeed.

And if that's not enough, as John said, "it doth not yet appear what we shall be," but then 
he says this, "but we know that." That's why we read that Romans 8 passage that told 
how we know that, the Holy Spirit witnesses with our spirit that we are the sons of God. 
How do we know that, what he's about to say? "That, when he shall appear, we shall be 
like him." We shall be like him when he shall appear. 

Now as I've hinted all the way through this sermon, we have the life here on earth that is 
our experiential life. When he appears to us in this life, we shall be like him. What did 
Adam and all that are in Adam lose in the fall? The image of Christ. We lost the image of
God. He was made in the image of God. We've lost that. How is it that that is restored? 
He tells us here, "but we know that, when he shall appear, we shall be like him." We shall
be like him, conformed to his image and experientially here on this earth, that's what we 
just read in 4:17. I'll read it again, "Herein is our love made perfect that we may have 
boldness in the day of judgment because as he is, so are we in this world." That's what we
have here. We have him in this life. We don't have the fullness of him because of how we
have this warfare going on, but we have enough of him to overcome that warfare. We 
have enough of him to give us the hope of glory, him in us to show us that we have a 
greater life to come, and that life will be unimpeded by the things that we have here. As 
many times as I've said that, I hope by now the Holy Spirit is plowing  you to examine 
your life and if the things in this life to you are so much more important than Christ, he 
will, he will put those things in their proper place.

Listen, we have very lawful things. The Apostle Paul said, "Listen, your loved one sitting
next to you is a lawful thing." It's a wonderful thing to be married. It's a wonderful thing 
to have children. It is a blessing of the Lord to have the brethren. It is a blessing of the 
Lord where the Lord takes care of us in our jobs and our vocations and we're told that all 
of this is from the Lord, but every one of those things I just mentioned impede our 
worship. We have cares for those that we love. We have cares and concerns for them and 
when we care for them, they at times take the place of our worship with the Lord. That's 

Page 6 of 9



what John is telling us, "but we know that, when he shall appear." That's the only way. 
When Christ appears, "we shall be like him." 

John tells us in John 14:19, "Yet a little while, and the world seeth me no more; but ye 
see me." That's what we have in this life, we see him. Consider Christ. We see him by 
faith. We're going to talk more about that in a few minutes. 

"But ye see me: because I live, ye shall live also." It's Christ in us that lives this life for 
us. We live in Christ by the power of Christ. That is the power to overcome. Do we have 
a life of our own fallen nature that we live? Absolutely. And as I said, there are lawful 
things. Those are the things that God has ordained. He's given us. He's given us the 
helpmate. He's given us that relationship. He's given us wonderful children. He's given us
so much. But each and every one of those things do, or people do impede worship. There 
are times our minds and hearts are filled with so much of the care and burden for them 
that we forget our Lord, but that shows forth, again, that's our fallen nature. 

We need him. We need him every hour. We need him to wash us and renew us. We need 
to be bathed in that fountain. But I don't want to lose sight of the glory of what this also 
says, "when he shall appear, we shall be like him." That, to me, is very deep. It's very 
deep from the standpoint that, as I said, it's hard to speak that way as we're still on earth; 
as we're still caught up with all the cumbrances in this life. But the Lord tells us when he 
appears, we shall be like him, conformed to his image. This is resurrection life. This is 
that time of year we look to that time because it's almost upon us, where we look once 
again of what resurrection life is, but that's what we have every day of our life because of 
his life in us and the hope that we have to be resurrected with him. 

2 Corinthians 3:18 says this, "But we all," pay attention to this verse, "But we all, with 
open face beholding as in a glass the glory of the Lord," that's the way we see him right 
now, as in a glass, it's a little blurred to us, in a glass, the glory of the Lord, "are changed 
into the same image from glory to glory, even as by the Spirit of the Lord." There has to 
be an alteration to what we see in front of us now. This being that we have, I hope you all
see it in yourself, falls so short to the glory of God every day, but he has made provision. 
He has ordained a time and that time when we pass from this life to the life to the next, 
we will see him, as we're about to talk about, as he is. I don't want to get ahead of myself,
but he tells us here we shall be like him. We shall be conformed to his image. 

Romans 8:29 says, "For whom he did foreknow, he also did predestinate to be conformed
to the image of his Son." He predestinated a people. He called them before the foundation
of the world to be conformed to the image of his Son, to be shown the image of his Son. 
To be conformed, to be readied in the image of his Son. And all of those things that we've
talked about and we preach about Sunday after Sunday, Christ in us, all of this is to 
conform us to his image. Do you know why? We need to be rid of the Adam image. We 
need to be rid of self-image. We need to be rid of all man's image and be conformed to 
Christ's image.
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"The image of his Son, that he might be the firstborn among many brethren." Christ as 
our head, as our image, one day. I mean, we do this by faith now. We can see us being in 
Christ but that has to be a revelation of the Holy Ghost. 

But one day, this last part of our text today, "for we shall see him as he is." Now let's take
a minute. Oh, if the Holy Spirit is pleased to bring us to meditation just for a moment to 
consider these words: we shall, an absolute, we shall see him as he is. Paul said, "I live by
the faith of the Son of God." Every child of God that comes forth from Christ, that is in 
Christ, has the same testimony: we live by the faith of the Son of God. 

Where does faith take you this morning? Where does his faith take you? It takes you to 
the cross. It shows you what Christ has done on your behalf. It takes you to Christ's life 
as we just heard, of what Christ did here on earth. Faith takes you to what Christ did in 
coming up out of the grave. Faith reveals what Christ has done for you. Follow me. I pray
the Holy Spirit leads us down this road. When we see him as he is, we won't need faith 
anymore. We will see him as he is, not as he was, not as he will be. As we look to 
eternity, we will see him as he is. Faith won't take us to the cross, faith won't take us to 
the resurrection. We will see him. We will behold his glory and all of those things that 
we've touched on that impede us in this life, our unbelief, our sin, the ones we love, 
everything, those will be removed. Those will be removed. 

We shall see him as he is and all of that desire that we have in this life to see him will be 
answered. We see him now, we consider him as the apostle told us, we consider him only
by faith. We consider looking back, the prophets of old considered looking ahead by the 
same faith. We look back now, those that live with Christ, they understood, they saw him 
as he was but as he was taken from them, as the disciples went and spoke the truth and 
preached the truth and spread the truth, they spoke of Christ as he was, not as he is. And 
we live today by the realization of faith that he is, but one day in glory, one day we shall 
see him as he is. All of those questions will be answered and the things that befall us 
today, the ailments, this body that's breaking down because of sin, will be no more. No 
more. The glorified body that we will be risen in will not have sin. It will be made to 
worship with no time, nothing impeding it, and we will see him as he is. 

That is the hope of glory. That is the hope spoken of in the next verse where John says, 
"And every man that hath this hope in him purifieth himself, even as he is pure." The 
hope in us is Christ, this hope in him, Christ. And that is what we're purified with. That's 
how our minds are taken from this earth, that's how our minds are taken off all the things 
that beset us and we see him by faith. We see him high and lifted up. And even if the 
heavens are opened as they are here, and even as we're taken to the third heaven as Paul 
was, and even if we could see him transfigured, we still would not be able to comprehend
all the glory that is in him. 

But one day we will. And if it makes you uncomfortable, pray to God this hour that he 
takes the fear of death away because he has made us more than conquerors and nothing 
will separate us from the love of Christ. And in his path to glory that he has ordained all 
of his children, it ends this way, we shall see him as he is, and we will be made in a way 
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that nothing will inhibit us from doing so, and he will fill us with all of that glory and we 
will be able to see him and praise his name by the same brethren. But we won't care about
petty things and we won't care about who's doing what. We will care about him and we 
will care about singing a hymn together and praising our Lord.

We shall see him as he is. David knew this. David in Psalm 17:15 wrote these words, "As
for me," this was in a Psalm. He struggled so much with his enemies. He wanted to see 
the Lord take care of his enemies. He wanted to see those around him put down and he 
ends this Psalm with these words, "As for me, I will behold thy face in righteousness: I 
shall be satisfied." When, David? When will you behold his face in righteousness? When 
will you be satisfied? "When I awake, with thy likeness." When we are conformed to the 
image of the Son perfectly. When we wake in the arms of our Lord and all this life that 
we're subject to the fear of death, will be no more. Death will be swallowed up in his 
victory. Where will your sting be? It'll be swallowed up in him. We shall see him as he is.

I'd like to end today in Revelation 22, the last chapter in the Bible. "And he shewed me a 
pure river of water of life." Before I go to 22, look at 23 of the prior chapter, "And the 
city had no need of the sun, neither of the moon, to shine in it: for the glory of God did 
lighten it, and the Lamb is the light thereof." Oh, I know we can't comprehend it, but just 
a glimpse, Lord, to see the light of you lighting up. You know, where the light of Christ 
is, there is no darkness. There is no darkness.

"And he shewed me a pure river of water of life, clear as crystal, proceeding out of the 
throne of God and of the Lamb. In the midst of the street of it, and on either side of the 
river, was there the tree of life," which is Christ, "which bare twelve manner of fruits, and
yielded her fruit every month." Do you see any necessity there? Do you see you will have
any need there? "And the leaves of the tree were for the healing of the nations. And there 
shall be no more curse." It's been swallowed up in Christ. The curse of the law, the curse 
of sin, the curse of man. There shall be no more curse, "but the throne of God and of the 
Lamb shall be in it; and his servants shall serve him: And they shall see his face; and his 
name shall be in their foreheads. And there shall be no night there; and they need no 
candle, neither light of the sun; for the Lord God giveth them light: and they shall reign 
for ever and ever." For we shall see him as he is.

As we go from this place today, may the Lord fill us with this promise. May the Holy 
Spirit come in the power of our text today to reveal it to your soul in all the depth that 
only he can, what he has done for us for this life, and the life to come. And may he 
answer all your fears and all your doubts and all of your afflictions and all of your trials, 
and may he answer them in himself. 

2 Beloved, now are we the sons of God, and it doth not yet appear what 
we shall be: but we know that, when he shall appear, we shall be like him; 
for we shall see him as he is.

O Lord, to thee be all glory for the great things thou hast done. In Jesus' name I pray. 
Amen. 
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