
A Radical Message with Radical Implications 
John 14:1-6 

 
 
The passage we are about to read contains perhaps one of the most radical statements Jesus ever made.  It’s a 
statement that causes people to scoff at and malign Christianity.  In one of the segments of discussion Jesus 
was having on the night before His crucifixion, Jesus was trying to comfort His disciples in view of some of the 
troubling things He had told them.  For example: 
 
“Jesus had said He was leaving them (7:34; 8:21; 12:8, 35; 13:33), that He would be betrayed and killed (12:32-
33), that one of them was a traitor (13:21), that Peter would disown Him three times (13:38), that Satan was 
at work against all of them (Luke 22:31-32), and that all of them would fall away at one point or another 
(Matt. 26:31). By the time we reach Chapter 14 in the [Gospel] of John, the disciples are indeed troubled, to 
say the least, and looking for both comfort and answers.” (From Lifebiblestudy.com) 
 
John 14:1-6 (NASB)   

"Let not your heart be troubled; believe in God, believe also in Me. 2"In My Father's house are many dwelling 

places; if it were not so, I would have told you; for I go to prepare a place for you. 3"And if I go and prepare a 

place for you, I will come again, and receive you to Myself; that where I am, there you may be also. 4"And you 

know the way where I am going." 5Thomas said to Him, "Lord, we do not know where You are going, how do 

we know the way?" 6Jesus said to him, "I am the way, and the truth, and the life; no one comes to the Father, 
but through Me.  
 
And it is that last statement in verse 6 that causes me to title my message today “A Radical Message with 
Radical Implications.”  Can you see the radical part?  Is Jesus saying what it seems like He is saying?  He is the 
only way to the place where He is going?  If this is true, I can see why Jesus was saying to His disciples they 
shouldn’t be troubled; can you?  Why should His disciples not be troubled?   
 

1. Because they “know the way” to where Christ was going  
2. A place in heaven was being prepared for them  
3. They would be returned for 

 
But isn’t this both comforting for those who know the way, and also troubling?   
 
What about their family members and friends who did not with them believe in Christ?  What does this imply 
about them?  If I’m reading it correctly, I think it implies they should be troubled.  First, because they have 
rejected the One who is the way and second, because verse 6 essentially says there is not a second way.  “No 
one comes to the Father, but through Me.” 
 
So this is a radical message, is it not?  What is radical about it? 

1. It’s narrow and exclusive 
2. It’s demeaning of all other religions which hold out hope for eternal life apart from Christ 
3. But it’s also radical because it implies a lot of people around the world are going to enter into eternity 

unprepared.  And for those who are here when Jesus returns but do not know the way yet, they will 
not be gathered by Christ.  
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This message is indeed both comforting and troubling.  It’s comforting to know there is a way, first of all.  It’s 
comforting to those who know that way.  But it’s troubling because there is a way which much of the world 
doesn’t know about.  It’s troubling because of the challenge in getting the Good News to those who don’t 
know the way.  And it’s troubling because of the spiritual resistance to this saving knowledge that exists. 
So what is God’s plan for addressing this troubling problem? 
 
Well, earlier that same week Jesus had told His disciples that “This gospel of the kingdom shall be preached in 
the whole 1cworld as a testimony to all the nations, and then the end will come.”  Matthew 24:14 
 
So Jesus understood that this message had radical implications.  There was much to be done after He left.  He 
only reached one region.  “Jesus went through all the towns and villages, teaching in their synagogues, 
preaching the good news of the kingdom” Matthew 9:35 
 
But He commissioned those He reached to spread the message around the world.  Matt 28:18-20  “Go 
therefore and make disciples of all nations…”  Mark 16 “Go into all the world and preach the gospel to all 
creation…” and in Acts “You shall be my witnesses in both Jerusalem and in all Judeah and Samaria and even 
to the remotest parts of the earth.” 
 
Yes, Jesus understood the implications of what He said in John 14:6.  He obviously didn’t think that any 
religion would solve man’s sin problem and reconcile them to the Father.   
 
This is the message of the bible, and if we believe the bible’s message is true, then this message is radical and 
has radical implications for us to think through and act on. 
 
Implication #1: Billions of people are spiritually lost and hell-bound. 
 
The population of the planet is reaching towards 7 billion people.  There are hundreds and hundreds of people 
groups (nations in the biblical sense) which are unreached and even unengaged.  Meaning there is in some 
cases little gospel work going on, and in some cases none.   
 
I don’t know if you watch the papers, but even in a city the size of Reedsburg there are people listed in the 
obit’s every week.  In a town of 9000+, every week people pass into eternity.  Reedsburg has ample 
opportunity and access for those folks to have heard the gospel.   
 
It’s on the radio, the television, the internet, and preached live in churches across this community every week.  
There are Christians who go into work places all over this city every week and rub shoulders with those who 
are perishing.   
 
But imagine being in a city of several hundred thousand with No Christ-followers in the work place or 
neighborhood.  No public gathering places with a cross that would indicate here is a place you can learn about 
God’s love for you.  No television or radio station or websites in their language where the Gospel can be 
accessed.  Add to this that those people aren’t seeking God anyway.  What’s going to change such a scenario? 
 
It is this implication which brought the Apostle Paul to that great missions passage in Romans 10. 
 
Romans 10:11-15 For the Scripture says, "WHOEVER BELIEVES IN HIM WILL NOT BE DISAPPOINTED." 12For there is no 
distinction between Jew and Greek; for the same Lord is Lord of all, abounding in riches for all who call upon 
Him; 13for "WHOEVER WILL CALL UPON THE NAME OF THE LORD WILL BE SAVED." 14How then shall they call upon Him in 
whom they have not believed? And how shall they believe in Him whom they have not heard? And how shall 
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they hear without a preacher? 15And how shall they preach unless they are sent? Just as it is written, "HOW 

BEAUTIFUL ARE THE FEET OF THOSE WHO BRING GLAD TIDINGS OF GOOD THINGS!"  
 
In David Platt’s book Radical, he outlines the six truths that led Paul in the book of Romans to write this 
passage.  Let’s review them because they bear repeating, and they give us great context for this passage. 
 
Truth 1: All people have knowledge of God.  (Romans 1:18-19) 
Truth 2: All people reject God.  (Romans 1:21) 
Truth 3: All people are guilty before God.  (Romans 3:10-12) 
Truth 4: All people are under condemnation for rejecting God.  (Romans 3:20 and 6:23) 
 
From distressing and disturbing to comforting and hopeful: 
 
Truth 5: God has made a way of salvation known.  (Romans 3:21) 
Truth 6: People cannot come to God apart from faith in Jesus Christ.  (Romans 3:22-26) 
He comes back to this in Romans 10:9-10 which launches him into the passage we started with.  “How shall 
they call upon Him whom they have not believed, and how can they believe if they don’t hear… ” 

 
This leads us to our second implication. 
 
Implication #2: Christ followers are the link between the Way and the world. 
 
So we have learned that there is one way to receive justification before God, forgiveness of sin, and eternal 
life in heaven with Jesus -- and that is through faith in Jesus Christ.  We’ve learned there is a world filled with 
people not hearing and knowing about the way to such a comforting and secure position. 
 
And God’s only plan for that gap to be bridged is for those who know to share.  We’re Plan A and “There is no 
Plan B.”  We’re it.  We and the rest of our brothers and sisters around the world are it. 
 
The Romans 10 passage talks about people going and being sent by others.  That is the local church on 
mission.  Sharing the gospel locally and spreading the gospel globally.  Only those who know the Way can 
share the Way.  The rest grope in darkness. 
 
This is why Jesus’ last words and thoughts are those of global evangelization.  His last prayer included those 
who would believe in Him through the witness of those who He was leaving behind.  His last words before He 
ascended to heaven were sending words.  “Even as the Father has sent Me, so I am sending you.”  
 
Implication #3: Churches have to think both in terms of local and global evangelization. 

 
It’s got to be more than just financial and prayer support of those who have gone.  A new generation of 
replacements needs to be discipled.  No one will be sent to the unreached and unengaged who has not first 
been reached where they currently are.  In other words, some of God’s future sent ones are still lost and 
working beside you.   
 
So you are a sent one right where you are.  And God may well send you elsewhere, or send the person you 
disciple.  Evangelization and discipleship happens as we are going about our daily life right where we live and 
work.  And it happens when God uproots and sends people just like us to the unreached and unengaged 
people of the world. 
 



But yes, we need to be about sending.  But not just those from other churches who have been called.  What 
about us?  Are there any of us who are willing to let these truths disrupt our lives, and even put us in another 
part of the world?  Every one of those whom we have as a part of the IMB personnel have come from pews 
and chairs like you’re sitting in right now. 
 
All nations can’t hear the Good News if churches only share locally and believers all assume someone else is 
supposed go. 
 
We must all find our place in the global mission. 
 
Conclusion: 
 
When Jesus boldly claimed to His disciples that "I am the way, and the truth, and the life; no one comes to the 
Father, but through Me,”  He was not giving them a badge of pride to wear around to make them feel good 
about being in an elite group. 
 
He was first assuring their hearts that their eternity and place in God’s world is secure so they can fearlessly 
live and die spreading the Good News of Jesus to people who “do not know the Way.” 
 


