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Philippians 1:1-11 "Fellowship: A Gospel Partnership" March 1, 2015 
OT: Genesis 11:1-9  Brian M. Sandifer 

The essence of Christian fellowship is shared relationship committed to gospel partnership for God's glory. 
By God's blessing, a church will grow in her experience of grace as her members thankfully serve each 
other (and their neighbor) through mission, mercy, and encouragement. 

Introduction – The song "Breakfast at Tiffany's" is catchy but pathetic. There's no "there" there. 

I. The Foundation of Gospel Partnership 

A. A shared desire for God's glory (vv. 2, 11b) 

To appreciate the foundation of this gospel partnership, we must understand a little background. The 
first church Paul founded in Europe was in Philippi. As he brought the gospel to the city, there were a 
number of dramatic conversions. At one point a riot broke out in the marketplace because Paul's 
message was causing such a stir. He was beaten and imprisoned, surely sending the new converts 
into a panic. But Paul sang God's praises from his prison cell, giving glory to God despite his suffering. 
By a miraculous turn of events, the gospel message was publicly vindicated the next day when the city 
magistrates apologized for his mistreatment and kindly asked him to leave town. In God's providence, 
the gospel had entered the city and taken root. This church was his first church plant to partner with 
him in bringing the world-shaking gospel to other places. They desired to support him in every way so 
God would be glorified. 

B. A shared heart of thankful service (vv. 1, 3) 

Paul and his coworker Timothy consider themselves bond-servants of Jesus. The term "bondservant" 
means we are in this gospel partnership together, and we have a shared Master to obey. Moreover, 
Paul is so thankful for his fellowship with his Philippian brothers. Every time he prays, he remembers 
them. The mere thought of his longtime partners in gospel ministry, whenever they come to mind, spurs 
him to thank God.  And the feeling is mutual. Each is thankful for the other, and they seek ways to 
serve one another, even when they are apart. 

II. The Purpose of Gospel Partnership 

A. Evangelistic mission—because we need each other (v. 5) 

We need each other for the work of sharing, spreading, and supporting the gospel. Not everyone can 
be a commissioned missionary dedicated to full-time field work. Missionary work of sharing the good 
news—of God's kingdom come in the death, burial, and resurrection of Jesus Christ, of the forgiveness 
of sins, the transformation of lives, and eternal life—whether that work be in this local community, or in 
some other place near or far, is absolutely necessary. We need each other so that evangelistic mission 
happens. And we need the gospel to go forth to every inhabited place because we need to be in 
fellowship with elect brothers and sisters who have not yet come to faith. Our fellowship will remain 
incomplete and unfulfilled until all of God's people are included in the fellowship of God. 

B. Holistic mercy—because we belong to each other (v. 7) 

Since gospel partners belong to one another, we help each other when one partner has a need. 
Consider the bond between parent and child, or husband and wife. You instinctively provide for the 
needs of those who belong to you before the needs of your other affections and attachments. Even 
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during seasons when your family relationships are not mutually fulfilling, you extend mercy out of sense 
of belonging. The Philippians saw their gospel partner Paul in trouble so they sent one of their own to 
deliver a gift to him to meet Paul's needs. He belonged to them, so they felt compelled by love to 
minister to Paul. 

C. Positive exhortation—because we love each other (v. 6) 

Affirming God's work of grace in one another to encourage greater growth. The idea is not merely to 
pay compliments to make our gospel partners feel good. Positive exhortation encourages them to 
abound in love and good works. It is being joyfully gentle in addressing areas where more spiritual 
growth is necessary, at the same time pointing out how much growth God has already given, and how 
much confidence we can have in God completing the work he has begun in us. When obstacles such 
as sin, despair, and lack of opportunity threaten to derail a gospel partner and thus hinder our 
fellowship, we remind each other of the gospel, of our partnership in it, and of our God who is faithful to 
finish his work. We perform this duty out of delight, because we love each other. 

III. The Fruit of Gospel Partnership 

A. Heartfelt joy in fellowship (vv. 4, 7-8) 

Paul's partnership with the Philippians brings him deep joy. His prayers are joyful. He holds his friends 
in his heart because they are so dear to him. He yearns for them. Paul swears before God that his 
affection from them is the same as the affection Jesus has for them! He rejoices in his fellowship with 
them. As he shares his heartfelt joy, he is hopeful they will also share with him their heartfelt joy. What 
is Paul joyful about? God's work in his gospel partners, that assures him of their salvation. How strong 
is his joy? Sitting in a jail cell cannot squelch it. That is eternal joy. 

B. Wise love in fellowship (vv. 9-10a) 

The sense of the phrase "approve what is excellent" is loving and discerning the things that really 
matter. The fellowship of gospel partners helps Christians to understand what really matters. Lots of 
byproducts of gospel partnership are good in and of themselves. Church unity, a sense of adventure, 
dear friendships, community support. And these things are indeed valuable. But having disordered 
loves is at root idolatry, which is the root of all kinds of sin. 

C. Pure righteousness in fellowship (vv. 10b-11) 

The day is coming when the work of our gospel partnership will be complete. God by his sovereign 
grace will finish his work in us and through us on the day Jesus returns or calls us home to heaven. 
Paul prays that the fruit of righteousness that comes through Jesus will be ours. That righteousness of 
Christ is first credited to us. We get the credit for Christ living pure and blameless before God; Jesus 
gets the credit for our living sinfully before God. But the fruit of that Christ-earned righteousness 
credited to us are qualities that fill us more and more as our fellowship of gospel partnering becomes 
more and more pure and blameless. God's work in and through us now guarantees our growth in 
grace. Until our fellowship abounds in the fruit of righteousness (Gal 5:22-23). 

Conclusion – Do you see that for Christians who need each other, belong to each other, and love each 
other, gospel partnership is the thing that our shared relationship must be about? As we partner with God 
and each other in God's mission to bring his gospel, his mercy, and his spiritual exhortation to his people, 
we practice true fellowship. This is why fellowship is one of our core values. If the end goal of fellowship is 
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a shared relationship with God and each other, the means God blesses to reach the end goal of fellowship 
is gospel partnership. Remember, if you have been united to God's church, you are a partner in the 
fellowship of the gospel. Start thinking, talking, and living like a gospel partner. If you sense that you're 
really not in fellowship with God or his church in any meaningful sense, fellowship is available to you. For 
all those who repent of forsaking fellowship (and every other sin), and put their trust in Jesus to forgive and 
change them, God will make them full gospel partners in his fellowship. 


