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KJV – Genesis 35:16-29 

 

“The Death of Rachel” 

     Jacob has experienced a wonderful restoration at the beginning of this chapter by his obedience 
unto his protector and his provider the God of Beth-El. Jacob has returned his back on his sin and 
commanded his family as the head of the household to do the same. This is a true sign of 
repentance, a change of direction; turning to God from sin. Jacob moved his family back to Beth-El 
worshipped God that resulted in God appearing to him. 
 
     When a believer is obedient to the will and the word of God, they will receive God's wonderful 
blessings but this does not mean that they are immune to the many negative and sorrowful 
situations in life. Even though Jacob had a peak experience with God and received many of His 
wonderful blessings he would now experience several sorrowful experiences from the world.  
 
     Verse sixteen opens up at Beth-El but they are now departing for the journey to Ephrath known 
as Bethlehem. This is about 15 miles south of Beth-El.  
 
Genesis 35:16 

16 And they journeyed from Bethel; and there was but a little way to come to Ephrath: and Rachel 
travailed, and she had hard labour. 

 

mailto:princess.chapel@yahoo.com


2 
 

 The Death of Rachel       Princess Chapel Church 

    The family would travel from Beth-El south to the place called Ephrath. Ephrath is the older name 
of Bethlehem which would later come to be known as the City of David, "The House of Bread." This 
was where Joseph of Bethlehem the husband of Mary would be from thus fulfilling the prophecies 
of the Prophet Micah. 

Micah 5:2 

2 But thou, Bethlehem Ephratah, though thou be little among the thousands of Judah, yet out of thee 
shall he come forth unto me that is to be ruler in Israel; whose goings forth have been from of old, from 
everlasting. 

Ruth 4:11 

11 And all the people that were in the gate, and the elders, said, We are witnesses. The LORD make the 
woman that is come into thine house like Rachel and like Leah, which two did build the house of Israel: 
and do thou worthily in Ephratah, and be famous in Bethlehem: 

Genesis 35:17-18 

17 And it came to pass, when she was in hard labour, that the midwife said unto her, Fear not; thou 
shalt have this son also. 

18 And it came to pass, as her soul was in departing, (for she died) that she called his name Benoni: but 
his father called him Benjamin. 

     Jacob was about to experience a very great sorrow, for the wife that he most loved endured a 
very hard labor in child birth. As she was dying she called her son "Benoni." The dying mother 
appropriately named him "Son of my sorrow." However Jacob, the grieving father named called him 
Benjamin, meaning the "Son of my right hand," thus assigning him a place of honor in the home. 
Before Rachel died it is interesting to notice that her prayer in Genesis 30:24; "the LORD shall add 
to me another son," was answered. 

Genesis 35:19-20  

19 And Rachel died, and was buried in the way to Ephrath, which is Bethlehem. 

20 And Jacob set a pillar upon her grave: that is the pillar of Rachel's grave unto this day. 

     Back in verse number eighteen, that particular verse gives us, an intriguing look at the soul of 
man in relation to death. As it is worded: “as her soul was in departing, (for she died).” This is very 
clearly seen here the soul separating itself from the body, there is a full awareness of what is 
happening. There is clear cut evidence within the Scriptures that show conscience life after death, 
either as a Saint of God with the LORD or as a condemned soul to the eternal torment.  

     Verse nineteen tells that Rachel died; she was buried in the way to Ephrath which is Bethlehem, 
Judea. The memorial that Jacob set up upon her grave in this land lasted even until the time of 
Moses. For as Moses wrote in the text clearly: that is the pillar of Rachel's grave unto this day.  
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Genesis 35:21 

21 And Israel journeyed, and spread his tent beyond the tower of Edar. 

     Notice in this verse what Jacob is referred to as: Israel. Israel or Jacob is now right with God 
through the many toils and trials in his life he is in a good relationship with his Sovereign LORD. 
However as noted earlier this good relationship does not prevent troubles from coming our way. 
The love of his life Rachel has now died; she has been a good wife to him and we know how that he 
deeply cared for her as he was faithful to work for 14 years for her to be his bride.  

     Together they had experienced the high points and the low points of life. They had been on the 
mountain tops together and journeyed through the deep valleys together as well. Together as man 
and wife they had become worldly and had been brought back to God but regardless of just how 
faithful one is to the LORD, eventually even the most faithful believers die. 

     Notice also in verse twenty that it is evident that Jacob is in a right relationship with God because 
of who it referrers to him as Israel. He buried Rachel and journeyed beyond the tower of Edar 
which is most likely a watchtower for shepherds near Bethlehem. 

Genesis 35:22 

22 And it came to pass, when Israel dwelt in that land, that Reuben went and lay with Bilhah his 
father's concubine: and Israel heard it. Now the sons of Jacob were twelve: 

     After the birth of Benjamin in Canaan, Jacob has 12 sons. Rachel has died and Israel was now 
right with God but many of his sons was not.  
 
     Reuben, Israel’s oldest son, committed an immoral act with his father’s concubine, Bilhah which 
was Rachel’s maid and Reuben was not going to let her replace his mother Leah, so he seduced her.  
 
     This act was never forgotten by Israel and Reuben paid a high price (49:3-4): 
 
Genesis 49:3-4 

3 Reuben, thou art my firstborn, my might, and the beginning of my strength, the excellency of dignity, 
and the excellency of power: 

4 Unstable as water, thou shalt not excel; because thou wentest up to thy father's bed; then defiledst 
thou it: he went up to my couch. 

     Mr. John Phillips wrote, “God always punishes sexual immorality; sooner or later the axe always 
falls. Moral, social, spiritual, physical and psychological whips are all available to God with which to 
chastise those who transgress” (Exploring Genesis, p. 278).  

     We cannot help but notice that immediately after we learn of this sin in verse 22, we get a listing 
of all of Israel’s sons. This is no mere coincidence because it is designed to show that Reuben, who 
committed this terrible sin, was 'Israel’s firstborn, followed by Simeon and Levi.  
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    It will be noticed that the fourth son on the list was Judah. “We may recall that Jacob was already 
upset with Simeon and Levi for their slaughter at Shechem from Genesis 34:30. Now he is angry 
with Reuben, his firstborn, for this terrible sin of immorality. Normally, the eldest son would 
receive the birthright of blessing and promise, however, if we examine Genesis 49:3-12, we 
discover that Israel refused to bless Reuben or Simeon or Levi, but he did bless Judah. This blessing 
God would uphold, for out of Judah was born Jesus Christ. 

Genesis 35:23-26 

23 The sons of Leah; Reuben, Jacob's firstborn, and Simeon, and Levi, and Judah, and Issachar, and 
Zebulun: 

24 The sons of Rachel; Joseph, and Benjamin: 

25 And the sons of Bilhah, Rachel's handmaid; Dan, and Naphtali: 

26 And the sons of Zilpah, Leah's handmaid: Gad, and Asher: these are the sons of Jacob, which were 
born to him in Padanaram. 

     This is merely a review of the sons born to Jacob before he meets his father after twenty plus 
years of being away from home. 
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Genesis 35:27-28 

27 And Jacob came unto Isaac his father unto Mamre, unto the city of Arbah, which is Hebron, where 
Abraham and Isaac sojourned. 

28 And the days of Isaac were an hundred and fourscore years. 

     Jacob had finally rejoined with his father Isaac at Mamre, the city of Arbah which is Hebron. This 
was the location where his grand-father and father had sojourned and lived. Isaac is now 180 years 
old and even this faithful servant is about to close out his last days. 

Genesis 35:29 

29 And Isaac gave up the ghost, and died, and was gathered unto his people, being old and full of days: 
and his sons Esau and Jacob buried him. 
 
     Isaac, full of days, 180 years old gave up the ghost and died. I know you have seen this term 
before: “and was gathered unto his people.” So remember it again for next week’s lesson. But we see 
where from verse twenty-nine that both Jacob and Esau were present; their father’s death had 
brought the two brothers back together again just as Abraham’s funeral had done for Isaac and 
Ishmael. 
 
     Jacob being back in the land before his father’s death fulfilled yet another part of his own vow to 
God at Beth-El in Genesis 28:21: So that I come again to my father's house in peace; then shall the 
LORD be my God. 
 
     Jacob had wasted many years of his life by devoting his time and energy to the wrong goals and 
objectives. But finally his life was right with God and God promised to bless him for it. But that did 
not keep him immune from various sorrows and heartaches. Jacob had to face the death of the two 
people on earth he loved the most his wife Rachel and his father Isaac.  
 
     He had to face the immorality of his own son Reuben. Jacob had to live with a heavy heart. 
However, Israel will live to see one of his sons grow to become one of the most honored men in the 
entire world. God would greatly bless him, but the path to that blessing was not easy.  
 
     Nowhere does it promise that this narrow path will be easy, there will come adversities, troubles, 
trials and tragedies. But God wants faithfulness and obedience, just believing in God is not enough. 
One must believe He is faithful in fulfilling His promises and walking in that path with obedience 
unto His word. This will not avoid the trouble in life, but when one is purposing to obey God, acts; 
this will bring great blessings.  
 


