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John 11:45–57 Many of the Jews therefore, who had 
come with Mary and had seen what he did, 
believed in him, 46 but some of them went to the 
Pharisees and told them what Jesus had done. 47 
So the chief priests and the Pharisees gathered the 
council and said, “What are we to do? For this man 
performs many signs. 48 If we let him go on like 
this, everyone will believe in him, and the Romans 
will come and take away both our place and our 
nation.” 49 But one of them, Caiaphas, who was 
high priest that year, said to them, “You know 
nothing at all. 50 Nor do you understand that it is 
better for you that one man should die for the 
people, not that the whole nation should perish.” 
51 He did not say this of his own accord, but being 
high priest that year he prophesied that Jesus 
would die for the nation, 52 and not for the nation 
only, but also to gather into one the children of 
God who are scattered abroad. 53 So from that day 
on they made plans to put him to death. 54 Jesus 
therefore no longer walked openly among the Jews, 
but went from there to the region near the 
wilderness, to a town called Ephraim, and there he 
stayed with the disciples. 55 Now the Passover of 
the Jews was at hand, and many went up from the 
country to Jerusalem before the Passover to purify 
themselves. 56 They were looking for Jesus and 
saying to one another as they stood in the temple, 
“What do you think? That he will not come to the 
feast at all?” 57 Now the chief priests and the 
Pharisees had given orders that if anyone knew 
where he was, he should let them know, so that 
they might arrest him. 

 

People Who Responded With Conviction (v45) 

Degrees of belief. 

John 1:11–13 He came to his own, and his own 
people did not receive him. 12 But to all who did 
receive him, who believed in his name, he gave the 
right to become children of God, 13 who were born, 
not of blood nor of the will of the flesh nor of the 
will of man, but of God. 

John 2:23–25 Now when he was in Jerusalem at the 
Passover Feast, many believed in his name when 
they saw the signs that he was doing. 24 But Jesus 
on his part did not entrust himself to them, 
because he knew all people 25 and needed no one 
to bear witness about man, for he himself knew 
what was in man. 

James 2:19 You believe that God is one; you do well. 
Even the demons believe—and shudder! 

John 6:57–66 As the living Father sent me, and I 
live because of the Father, so whoever feeds on me, 
he also will live because of me. 58 This is the bread 
that came down from heaven, not like the bread 
the fathers ate, and died. Whoever feeds on this 
bread will live forever.” 59 Jesus said these things 
in the synagogue, as he taught at Capernaum. 60 
When many of his disciples heard it, they said, 
“This is a hard saying; who can listen to it?” 61 But 
Jesus, knowing in himself that his disciples were 
grumbling about this, said to them, “Do you take 
offense at this? 62 Then what if you were to see the 
Son of Man ascending to where he was before? 63 
It is the Spirit who gives life; the flesh is no help at 
all. The words that I have spoken to you are spirit 
and life. 64 But there are some of you who do not 
believe.” (For Jesus knew from the beginning who 
those were who did not believe, and who it was 
who would betray him.) 65 And he said, “This is 
why I told you that no one can come to me unless 
it is granted him by the Father.” 66 After this many 
of his disciples turned back and no longer walked 
with him. 

Matthew 13:20 Y 21 As for what was sown on rocky 
ground, this is the one who hears the word and 
immediately receives it with joy, 21 yet he has no 
root in himself, but endures for a while, and when 
tribulation or persecution arises on account of the 
word, immediately he falls away. 

 

Marks of true faith. 

John 11:27 She said to him, “Yes, Lord; I believe that 
you are the Christ, the Son of God, who is coming 
into the world.” 

John 4:39 Many Samaritans from that town 
believed in him because of the woman’s testimony, 
“He told me all that I ever did.” 

John 11:4 But when Jesus heard it he said, “This 
illness does not lead to death. It is for the glory of 
God, so that the Son of God may be glorified 
through it.” 

John 11:40 Jesus said to her, “Did I not tell you that 
if you believed you would see the glory of God?” 

2 Corinthians 4:15 For it is all for your sake, so that 
as grace extends to more and more people it may 
increase thanksgiving, to the glory of God. 

John 11:46–48 but some of them went to the 
Pharisees and told them what Jesus had done. 47 
So the chief priests and the Pharisees gathered the 
council and said, “What are we to do? For this man 



performs many signs. 48 If we let him go on like 
this, everyone will believe in him, and the Romans 
will come and take away both our place and our 
nation.” 

Matthew 13:23 As for what was sown on good soil, 
this is the one who hears the word and 
understands it. He indeed bears fruit and yields, in 
one case a hundredfold, in another sixty, and in 
another thirty.” 

 

People Who Responded With Antagonism(v46-54) 

The informants. 

Ephesians 2:4 & 5 But God, being rich in mercy, 
because of the great love with which he loved us, 5 
even when we were dead in our trespasses, made 
us alive together with Christ—by grace you have 
been saved— 

Titus 3:4–6 But when the goodness and loving 
kindness of God our Savior appeared, 5 he saved 
us, not because of works done by us in 
righteousness, but according to his own mercy, by 
the washing of regeneration and renewal of the 
Holy Spirit, 6 whom he poured out on us richly 
through Jesus Christ our Savior, 

2 Corinthians 2:14–16 But thanks be to God, who in 
Christ always leads us in triumphal procession, and 
through us spreads the fragrance of the knowledge 
of him everywhere. 15 For we are the aroma of 
Christ to God among those who are being saved 
and among those who are perishing, 16 to one a 
fragrance from death to death, to the other a 
fragrance from life to life. Who is sufficient for 
these things? 

 

The rulers. 

Acts 5:17 & 18 But the high priest rose up, and all 
who were with him (that is, the party of the 
Sadducees), and filled with jealousy 18 they 
arrested the apostles and put them in the public 
prison. 

Luke 23:11 & 12 And Herod with his soldiers treated 
him with contempt and mocked him. Then, 
arraying him in splendid clothing, he sent him 
back to Pilate. 12 And Herod and Pilate became 
friends with each other that very day, for before 
this they had been at enmity with each other. 

Psalm 2:1–6 Why do the nations rage and the 
peoples plot in vain? 2 The kings of the earth set 
themselves, and the rulers take counsel together, 
against the Lord and against his Anointed, saying, 
3 “Let us burst their bonds apart and cast away 
their cords from us.” 4 He who sits in the heavens 
laughs; the Lord holds them in derision. 5 Then he 
will speak to them in his wrath, and terrify them in 
his fury, saying, 6 “As for me, I have set my King on 
Zion, my holy hill.” 

1 Corinthians 2:8 None of the rulers of this age 
understood this, for if they had, they would not 
have crucified the Lord of glory. 

Hebrews 9:24–26 For Christ has entered, not into 
holy places made with hands, which are copies of 
the true things, but into heaven itself, now to 
appear in the presence of God on our behalf. 25 
Nor was it to offer himself repeatedly, as the high 
priest enters the holy places every year with blood 
not his own, 26 for then he would have had to 
suffer repeatedly since the foundation of the world. 
But as it is, he has appeared once for all at the end 
of the ages to put away sin by the sacrifice of 
himself. 

Matthew 27:50 & 51 And Jesus cried out again with 
a loud voice and yielded up his spirit. 51 And 
behold, the curtain of the temple was torn in two, 
from top to bottom. And the earth shook, and the 
rocks were split. 

Psalm 36:1 & 2 Transgression speaks to the wicked 
deep in his heart; there is no fear of God before his 
eyes. 2 For he flatters himself in his own eyes that 
his iniquity cannot be found out and hated. 

Proverbs 12:15 The way of a fool is right in his own 
eyes, but a wise man listens to advice. 

Proverbs 21:2 Every way of a man is right in his own 
eyes, but the Lord weighs the heart. 

Matthew 26:63–66 But Jesus remained silent. And 
the high priest said to him, “I adjure you by the 
living God, tell us if you are the Christ, the Son of 
God.” 64 Jesus said to him, “You have said so. But I 
tell you, from now on you will see the Son of Man 
seated at the right hand of Power and coming on 
the clouds of heaven.” 65 Then the high priest tore 
his robes and said, “He has uttered blasphemy. 
What further witnesses do we need? You have now 
heard his blasphemy. 66 What is your judgment?” 
They answered, “He deserves death.” 

2 Corinthians 5:21 For our sake he made him to be 
sin who knew no sin, so that in him we might 
become the righteousness of God. 

1 Peter 2:24 He himself bore our sins in his body on 
the tree, that we might die to sin and live to 
righteousness. By his wounds you have been 
healed. 

Genesis 50:20 As for you, you meant evil against 
me, but God meant it for good, to bring it about 
that many people should be kept alive, as they are 
today. 

Psalm 76:10 Surely the wrath of man shall praise 
you; the remnant of wrath you will put on like a 
belt. 

Acts 4:27 & 28 for truly in this city there were 
gathered together against your holy servant Jesus, 
whom you anointed, both Herod and Pontius 
Pilate, along with the Gentiles and the peoples of 



Israel, 28 to do whatever your hand and your plan 
had predestined to take place. 

2 Peter 2:15 & 16 Forsaking the right way, they have 
gone astray. They have followed the way of Balaam, 
the son of Beor, who loved gain from wrongdoing, 
16 but was rebuked for his own transgression; a 
speechless donkey spoke with human voice and 
restrained the prophet’s madness. 

 

The outcome. 

John 7:6 Jesus said to them, “My time has not yet 
come, but your time is always here. 

John 17:1 When Jesus had spoken these words, he 
lifted up his eyes to heaven, and said, “Father, the 
hour has come; glorify your Son that the Son may 
glorify you, 

 

People Who Responded With Indifference (v55-57) 

The occasion. 

John 2:13 The Passover of the Jews was at hand, and 
Jesus went up to Jerusalem. 

John 6:4 Now the Passover, the feast of the Jews, 
was at hand. 

 

The onlookers. 

Matthew 13:19 When anyone hears the word of the 
kingdom and does not understand it, the evil one 
comes and snatches away what has been sown in 
his heart. This is what was sown along the path. 

 

The orders. 

 

Conclusion 

2 Corinthians 13:5 Examine yourselves, to see 
whether you are in the faith. Test yourselves. Or do 
you not realize this about yourselves, that Jesus 
Christ is in you?—unless indeed you fail to meet 
the test! 

1 Corinthians 11:27–31 Whoever, therefore, eats the 
bread or drinks the cup of the Lord in an unworthy 
manner will be guilty concerning the body and 
blood of the Lord. 28 Let a person examine himself, 
then, and so eat of the bread and drink of the cup. 
29 For anyone who eats and drinks without 
discerning the body eats and drinks judgment on 
himself. 30 That is why many of you are weak and 
ill, and some have died. 31 But if we judged 
ourselves truly, we would not be judged. 


