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Luke 5.17-26:   

The Power and Authority of the Son of Man 

 

“The proof of the pudding is in the eating.”  Don’t talk to me about 

how good something is.  Just show me the results!  That’s all anybody really 

cares about after all, isn’t it?  Results.  

Well, when Jesus proclaimed the forgiveness of sins in the presence 

of the supposed experts of his day, that’s what they wanted to see.  They 

wanted proof.  They wanted results.  And in this passage we’re looking at 

now in Luke ch. 5, Jesus gave it to them. 

He provoked their reaction and then proved he was who he said he 

was by what he did.  And the main point is what he says in verse 24: “The 

Son of Man has authority on earth to forgive sins.” 

 

1. The Setting (verse 17) 

Now, right from the outset we see this scene’s set up for conflict.  

“On one of those days, as he was teaching, Pharisees and teachers of the 

law were sitting there, who had come from every village of Galilee and 

Judea and from Jerusalem. And the power of the Lord was with him to 

heal.” 

 

The religious leaders have come from all over the region to see this 

new enigmatic figure who’s been drawing huge crowds of people.  Luke 

tells us they’ve come from every village in Galilee, Judea, and Jerusalem.  

 

And this is the first time we’ve seen the Pharisees and Scribes in 

Luke’s narrative.  And it’s interesting, isn’t it, that right after Jesus told the 

leper he healed in the previous passage to go to the priest with an offering 

for proof to them, now all these religious leaders flock in from all over the 

place.    

 

Coincidence?  I don’t think so.  They’re obviously there to make a 

judgment about his teaching and ministry.  They’ve caught wind of Jesus.  

They know people are going to see him and that he’s done some amazing 

things.  And so they made their way to see him from all over the region. 
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And it’s also no coincidence that in this context Jesus performs a 

miracle in a way that’s entirely different than anything he’s done before.  

For here he announces the forgiveness of sins before healing this man’s 

physical ailment.  

 

And at the end of verse 17, Luke says “the power of the Lord was with 

him to heal.”  Now, why say that here?  He’s been healing people for a 

while now.  So why does Luke specifically point out now that “the power of 

the Lord was with him?”  I think we could give 2 reasons: 

 

First, he’s probably highlighting the effectiveness of Jesus’ time in 

prayer mentioned at the end of the previous section—verse 16.  Remember 

last week we talked about how balanced Jesus was. 

 

How he was consistently out among the people.  But he was also 

consistently retreating for private prayer.  And here we see the fruit of 

that—“the power of the Lord was with him to heal.” 

 

But also, mentioning that the power of the Lord was with Jesus here 

sets the stage for what’s about to happen.  As the leaders are sitting 

there—poised to make a judgment.  And the power of the Lord wasn’t with 

them, but with Jesus. 

 

2. The Paralytic and his Friends (verses 18-19) 

And while the Pharisees and scribes are sitting there to figure Jesus 

out, in verse 18 an entirely different group of men enters the scene.   

 

Instead of sitting there quietly and skeptically, there’s a group of men 

carrying a paralyzed man on a mat, bringing him to Jesus because of their 

faith. 

 

And notice, it’s not the paralyzed man himself who’s at the 

foreground of the narrative here.  But it’s the men carrying him.  That’s 

because they’re the ones who’re expressing their faith by their actions.   

 

This paralyzed man couldn’t do anything.  But these men do for him 

what he couldn’t do for himself.  They’re so determined to bring this guy to 

Jesus that the crowd doesn’t deter them.   
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And so instead of giving up, they show their faith and love by their 

persistence.  They persevere in their care for this man.  And when they saw 

they had no chance of getting him to Jesus through the crowd, they went 

up to the roof!   

 

Now, try to picture the scene here. It’s a packed house.  So many 

people are there these guys can’t even work their way through the crowd.  

The religious leaders from all over the region are sitting there.  It’s a big 

event! 

 

Jesus is in the middle of his teaching.  Everyone’s silently hanging on 

his words.  And here comes this group of guys with a paralyzed man on a 

mat.  They try to work their way through the crowd.  But they can’t.   

 

I’d imaging they’re probably getting some weird stares, and 

comments about causing a disturbance.  But they’re not deterred.  So they 

say, “Hey, let’s go up onto the roof and lower him through the ceiling!” 

 

So they go up to the roof, carrying this man, and locate the place in 

the building where Jesus was teaching.  They take off a bunch of tiles.  And 

then they lower him through the roof!  Imagine seeing that. 

 

Now, I’d guess this wasn’t necessarily popular with everyone there.  

But they did it anyway.  They put aside what might’ve been considered 

socially acceptable.  Because there was something greater that needed to 

be done.  

 

But, what if something went wrong?  That’s ok.  They didn’t let that 

stop them.  They still had to try.  They still had to do whatever it took to get 

this guy to Jesus!   

You see, doing what needs to be done won't always go perfectly.  

Sometimes you have to take risks. 

 

Because we live in an imperfect world.  But in order to do the right 

thing, it's often necessary to risk imperfection for the sake of the greater 

good.  Like I tried to point out last week, loving other people is often messy.   
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But it’s precisely the willingness to get messy that shows what the 

true nature of love really is.  Because we live in a world where there’s sin, 

there’s evil, there’s sickness and death.  And in order to bring hope in such a 

world we have to get close to the mess—to the suffering.  

 

On Tuesday night I was at the roundtable discussion on teen drug use 

at the La Porte City Hall.  And as the topic of how to prevent drug abuse in 

La Porte was being discussed, one young man said something really 

profound, and I think very true. 

 

He said that La Porte doesn’t have a drug problem so much as it has a 

people problem.  And what he meant by that is that we’ve become unable 

and unwilling to understand what loving other people really means.   

 

We’ve become so shallow and self-absorbed that we refuse to go out 

of our way and risk discomfort for the sake of others.   

 

You see, for some reason we can’t come out of ourselves and build 

loving relationships that ask hard questions and say and do hard things for 

the good of another human being.  We want to keep everything clean and 

comfortable, and we turn a blind eye to the mess. 

 

And having lived in a few other places in my life before coming here 

to Indiana, I can tell you that’s definitely not a problem unique to La Porte.  

It’s the general human condition in a world that’s captive to sin and death.  

People generally live for themselves—for their own comfort. 

 

Now, that young man’s point especially resonated with me.  I don’t 

generally tell personal stories when I preach, but I think it’s appropriate 

here, so I will…. 

 

You see, I used to be a drug addict myself.  And I’ve had a number of 

friends who’ve died from addiction to drugs.  When I was in high school I 

lived a pretty destructive life. 

 

For all intents and purposes I was paralyzed.  In the world’s eyes, I 

was a hopeless case.  But there were people in my life who never gave up 
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on me.  Of course, a lot of people did give up.  But there were a small few, 

including my parents, who never stopped caring, praying, and loving. 

 

And the Lord used those few people who cared in spite of my own 

selfishness and stubbornness to sustain me and keep me from death so 

that I could eventually be brought to Jesus. 

You see, they were persistent in their prayers, and in their constant 

presence in my life. They didn’t give up.   

 

And it was that persistence that the Lord ultimately used so that in 

his appointed time I could hear the gospel, believe it, and hear those 

blessed words, “Man, your sins are forgiven you.  Rise up and walk.” 

 

And I say all that because that’s what the Christian church ought to 

be.  We’re to set an example before the world of what persevering love 

really is.  And that’s what we have exemplified in these men who carried 

this paralyzed man up onto the roof, and laid him before Jesus. 

 

They didn’t lose heart.  They were determined to get this guy to 

Jesus.  And they persistently worked around all the obstacles in their way.  

And that persistence led to his forgiveness and healing.   

 

3. The Authority of Jesus to Forgive (verses 20-26) 

And when we get to Jesus’ response to all this, it’s striking that the 

forgiveness of sins is the first thing he gives.  But wait.  What this guy really 

needs is to be healed of his physical condition, isn’t it?   

 

That’s what the world often says to the church:  Don’t talk to us 

about sin and forgiveness.  Do some real good in the world.  Do something 

worthwhile.  Show us the results! 

 

But here Jesus shows that the deepest need of human beings really is 

reconciliation with God.  Because this man’s in a terrible condition.  He’s 

lying there in front of Jesus not able to move.  And the first thing Jesus does 

for him is pronounce his sins forgiven.   
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And the eventual healing of the man is a sign of his forgiveness.  

Because note what Jesus says in verse 24: “That you may know that the Son 

of man has authority to forgive sins…” ….  That you may know…   

 

You see, the point of the miracle was that it proved Jesus’ authority 

to forgive sins.  Herman Ridderbos…. 

Jesus makes it clear by these words to all the people present, as well 

as to the man, that the real and deepest distress of a man is not that 

particular lot in life which happens to be his, but the fact that he is a 

sinner, and that Jesus has been authorized by God to deliver men 

from their sins at this very moment. 

 

And it’s the forgiveness of his sins that’s the very beginning of this 

man’s restoration.  Because that’s his most foundational need.   

Even though his physical condition was terrible, it paled in 

comparison to his alienation from God brought by his sins.  And that’s the 

plight of each and every one of us!  

 

So this declaration of forgiveness indicates the true nature of Jesus’ 

mission. And because of that it provokes a response from the religious 

leaders.   

 

Because Jesus used this specific situation—with the Pharisees and 

Scribes all sitting by watching—to demonstrate his authority to forgive sins 

And that’s really the central point of this scene, not the physical healing per 

se.    

 

And so we see in verse 21 that the Pharisees and Scribes thought 

within themselves that only God can forgive sins. 

 

Remember, they came to see and hear Jesus in order to make a 

judgment about him.  And now they’ve made it: “Who is this who speaks 

blasphemies?  Who is able to forgive sins but God alone?” 

 

Now, of course, they were right to think that only God could forgive 

sins, weren’t they?  I mean, that’s a pretty basic thing.  Only God himself 

has the right to forgive sins.  Because sin’s specifically an offense against 

God.  And so God alone can forgive sins.   
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Here we’re reminded of the Lord’s great revelation of his character 

to Moses in Exodus 34: 

The LORD passed before him and proclaimed, "The LORD, the LORD, 

a God merciful and gracious, slow to anger, and abounding in 

steadfast love and faithfulness, 
7
 keeping steadfast love for 

thousands, forgiving iniquity and transgression and sin  

 

And Psalm 130.3-4: “If you, O LORD, should mark iniquities, O Lord, 

who could stand? 
4
 But with you there is forgiveness, that you may be 

feared.” 

 

So you see, in terms of an initial reaction, if Jesus were a mere human 

being, they were absolutely correct to accuse him of blasphemy.   

 

But they were wrong in their estimation of who he was.  Since Jesus 

is the “Holy Son of God,” it wasn’t blasphemy for him to pronounce 

forgiveness of sins—because that’s exactly what he came to bring.  

 

And Jesus seems to have wanted to provoke their response.  They 

came to test him—to see if he played for the right team.  And so Jesus 

didn’t disappoint.   

 

He didn’t toe the party line.  But he did exactly what he needed to do 

in order to provoke their reaction.  He wasn’t interested in political games.  

He was interested in declaring the truth of the Kingdom of God. 

 

But then he actually does heal the man.  And the healing does prove 

Jesus’ authority to forgive.  Because, once again, with a word spoken on his 

own authority—get up and go home—the man’s immediately healed. 

 

And so the Pharisees may have hated him after he did it.  But they 

certainly didn’t have anything to say in response! 

 

And here we see the connection between the spiritual and physical 

aspects of the Kingdom of God.  Reconciliation with God through the 

forgiveness of sins results in physical restoration.  The spiritual comes first, 

then the physical.  That’s the pattern of Scripture. 
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Now, Jesus specifically says he has authority on earth to forgive sins.  

Of course, he has authority in heaven too, as he’s God.  But he on earth is 

the God who forgives.   

 

And so we don’t need to climb up to heaven to find forgiveness.  It’s 

come down to us.  Because we’re paralyzed, right?  That’s our spiritual 

condition.  Even worse than paralyzed: Dead in our sins.   

 

But Jesus doesn’t require that we be able to get up and walk before 

he forgives us.  No.  It’s the exact opposite—He forgives us so that we can 

get up and walk! 

 

And that getting up and walking begins internally, right?  As we’re in 

that time between the times—the already and not yet—where outwardly 

we’re wasting away, but inwardly we’re being renewed day by day (2 

Corinthians 4.16).  

 

But that’ll ultimately have physical effects—as the dead will be raised 

up at the last day, and Christ will return to make all things new.  And bring 

the renewal of the whole creation that was subject to captivity because of 

the fall of mankind! 

 

That’s what we’re looking forward to brothers and sisters!  The 

renewal of all things, the resurrection of our bodies, and the final casting 

out of the kingdom of darkness for good. 

 

And we know that day’s coming.  Because just as this man was lying 

on a mat paralyzed, so the Son of Man—the second Adam—the one with 

authority to even forgive sins—laid on a stone slab in a tomb, tasting death 

itself for you and for me. 

 

But death couldn’t hold him!  And that WE may know he has 

authority to forgive sins, he laid down his own life, and then he took it up 

again!  And because he was raised, and he now lives in the heavenly places 

for us, we know that when he returns we’ll be raised too.  

 

Now, some people have suggested that the themes in the Bible of 

spiritual restoration and physical renewal are competing visions of God’s 
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ultimate purpose.   But here we see that they actually belong together.  

And they’re intimately tied up with each other. 

 

As Jesus both forgives this man’s sins and restores his body.  And 

that’s the basic pattern of Scripture.  Take a look at Ephesians 1.7-10:  

In him we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of our 

trespasses, according to the riches of his grace, which he lavished 

upon us, in all wisdom and insight making known to us the mystery of 

his will, according to his purpose, which he set forth in Christ as a 

plan for the fullness of time, to unite all things in him, things in 

heaven and things on earth. 

 

You see, God’s ultimate purpose—the end goal, or if you like cool 

theological words, the telos—Is to unite heaven and earth in Christ!  And 

that purpose begins here and now with the forgiveness of sins and release 

from sin’s power through Christ’s death and resurrection.   

 

But it doesn’t end there.  Because that reconciliation with God we 

now have in Christ points us and carries us forward to that Day when all 

things will be made new, and peace will forever reign throughout the whole 

world. 

 

So, it’s not either/or—either spiritual restoration or physical 

renewal—But it’s both/and.  It’s both spiritual restoration and physical 

renewal.   

Because you can’t separate those two things.  But the spiritual comes 

first.  As the forgiveness of sins is foundational for everything else.   

 

And so, what we have to see here’s that the great enemy that’s 

overthrown by Christ is sin.  It’s personified in Satan.  It’s a reality in our 

own lives.  It brings God’s wrath and curse.  Its end result is death.   

 

And the only way to be freed from it is the forgiveness that’s freely 

offered in God’s only Son—Jesus Christ—who has all authority—including, 

and especially, the authority to forgive sins.  

 

And so, this paralyzed man, just as he was forgiven by the word of 

Jesus, so his body’s restored immediately at Jesus’ word.  Just like with the 
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casting out of the demon, and Simon’s mother-in-law, and the leprous man, 

the healing is immediate, and without struggle. 

 

And so he gets up, picks up his mat, and goes home, glorifying God.  

And everyone’s filled with amazement, and they said “We’ve seen 

extraordinary things today!”  

 

Yes, they did see extraordinary things.  And while the most visually 

stunning thing to them was no doubt that they witnessed a paralyzed man 

joyfully walk home, if that’s all they cared about they missed the point 

entirely. 

 

Because in reality, the most extraordinary thing about that day was 

that those people were in the presence of their Lord and God—the one 

who alone has the authority to forgive sins.  And to be fixated on the sign, 

rather than what it proved about Jesus, was to miss it altogether.   

 

And in the following scenes, as we’ll see, the Pharisees and scribes 

did miss the point.  As they continue in their opposition to Jesus, even after 

he healed this man. 

 

You see, friends, there’s truly nothing more extraordinary than the 

fact that the very Son of God would become a man and dwell among us in 

order to bring and declare the forgiveness of our sins and reconcile us to 

God.  Don’t miss that!  Don’t take it for granted! 

 

And he’s risen and he lives.  He stands alive and present among us 

even today by his word and Spirit.  And through me he now declares to you 

that he has the authority to forgive your sins and give you new life. 

 

And if you believe in him, your sins will be forgiven, and you’ll be 

raised up at the last day.   And so, if like the paralyzed man you’ve received 

that most extraordinary of gifts from him, then rise up, and live your life for 

his glory.     

 


