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Title:  The Saving Grace of God  
Scripture:  Titus 2:11-15 

Series:  The Pastoral Epistles 
 

1. Introduction: 
a. Up to this point in Titus, we have been called to walk 

worthy of the salvation found in Jesus Christ.   
b. Paul, in the previous passages, has instructed Titus on 

the ministerial duty and qualifications of the leaders 
within the church.  He has also spoken to all church 
members regarding what manner of lives they should 
live.   

c. In this second half of chapter two, Paul focuses Titus’ 
attention on the importance of the crucial work of grace 
in the life of the church and the believer.  It is God’s 
intention that we would understand the greatness of His 
grace and therefore proclaim it to a lost world.   

 
2. Verse 11:  Salvation is through God’s grace alone:  For the 

grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation for all 
people,   

a. Commentary: God’s grace is defined as His active 
favor bestowing the greatest gift upon those who have 
deserved the greatest punishment. 
i. Grace is the spontaneous, unmerited gift of the divine 

favor in the salvation of sinners, and the divine 
influence operating in saved individuals for their 
regeneration and sanctification. 
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ii. God’s grace alone can save a sinner.  Salvation can 
never be earned by human merit.   

b. For the grace of God has appeared – Greek = 
Epiphainō  - epiphany - to bring to light.  The thought 
here is that we have been ransomed from the kingdom 
of darkness and transplanted into the kingdom of light 
by grace.  The verb used speaks of appearing or 
manifestation (for example, the sun’s brilliance at 
sunrise).  Upon those sitting in the darkness and the 
shadow of death, the grace of God has suddenly 
dawned with an astonishing brightness of a new day. 
i. Malachi 4:2  But for you who fear my name, the sun 

of righteousness shall rise with healing in its wings.  
You shall go out leaping like calves from the stall. 

ii. Luke 1:78-79 because of the tender mercy of our 
God, whereby the sunrise shall visit us from on high  
(79)  to give light to those who sit in darkness and in 
the shadow of death, to guide our feet into the way of 
peace.” 

iii. The dawning of a new day arose when Jesus was 
born, when he spoke the very words of God to 
humanity, when he healed the sick, cleansed the 
lepers, cast out demons, raised the dead, kept the law 
that you and I have broken, suffered for man’s sins as 
a ransom, and laid down his life for the sheep to 
retake it on resurrection-morning.  
1. Therefore, grace has “shed on the world Christ’s 

holy light” and has “chased the night of sin 
away.”  
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c. Notice, beloved, that the epiphany of grace has 
brought salvation to all people:  Consider what we 
have learned in the past few verses.  Male or female, 
elderly or young, rich or poor, free or slave: all are 
guilty before God because we have all sinned.  
However, from all groups of people, God gathers his 
elect.   
i. What wonderful truth we find in this verse!  The 

gospel is for every single human.  The gospel saves 
the sexually immoral, the racists, the vile criminal, 
the murderer, the liar, the addict, and every type of 
sinner in the world.   
1. The gospel is for you and me now and forever 

because the gospel is the vehicle by which God 
sheds his marvelous grace upon those whom he 
intends to save.  Beloved, God’s grace has 
appeared, bringing salvation for all people.   

ii. We, as God’s children, must be emboldened by such 
truth.  The grace of God is for all people.  The grace 
of God through the sharing of the gospel is for your 
neighbor, your coworker, your family member.  The 
grace of God through the sharing of the gospel can 
save your doctor, the mechanic, the stranger, and 
every single person you encounter.   

iii. Please permit me to make this even more personal.  
My friend, if you are here today and have never put 
your trust in Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior, I have 
good news for you.  The grace of God can save you 
and make you new.  You can be forgiven of every sin 
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you have ever and will ever commit.  Today, if you 
were to repent of your sins and place your life into 
the hands of the One that died to pay for your sins 
and then rose from the grave to justify the sinner, you 
can be saved.   
 

3. Verse 12:  The sanctifying effect of God’s grace:  training 
us to renounce ungodliness and worldly passions, and to 
live self-controlled, upright, and godly lives in the present 
age,   

a. Beloved, since grace does not bypass any group, then 
no saved person has any valid reason for not living a 
Christian life. 

b. Notice that grace is not a one-time event.  Grace saves 
us, but then, throughout our Christian walk, grace alone 
trains us by teaching, chastening, counseling, 
comforting, encouraging, admonishing, guiding, 
convicting, rewarding, restraining, etc.   
i. Grace trains us through the use of the Word of God. 

1.  2 Timothy 3:15-17  and how from childhood you 
have been acquainted with the sacred writings, 
which are able to make you wise for salvation 
through faith in Christ Jesus.  (16)  All Scripture 
is breathed out by God and profitable for teaching, 
for reproof, for correction, and for training in 
righteousness,  (17)  that the man of God may be 
complete, equipped for every good work. 

ii. Positively, grace trains us so that “in the here and 
now” (this present age), we may live lives that 
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display a changed relationship with God.  No longer 
are we enemies but now we are the faithful children 
of God.   
1. Grace trains us to live self-controlled, upright, 

and godly lives 
a. 2 Corinthians 7:1  Since we have these 

promises, beloved, let us cleanse ourselves 
from every defilement of body and spirit, 
bringing holiness to completion in the fear of 
God. 

i. This is what grace accomplishes in the 
people of God.   

c. Beloved, please notice that the sanctifying work of 
God’s grace also induces us to renounce; that is, to 
reject ungodliness, impiety, wickedness.  
i. This renunciation is a definite act, a decision to give 

up that which is displeasing to God.  We start to love 
what God loves and hate what God hates! 
1. Proverbs 8:13  The fear of the LORD is hatred of 

evil.  Pride and arrogance and the way of evil and 
perverted speech I hate. 

2. Romans 12:9  Let love be genuine.  Abhor what 
is evil; hold fast to what is good. 

3. 1 John 3:9  No one born of God makes a practice 
of sinning, for God’s seed abides in him; and he 
cannot keep on sinning because he has been born 
of God.   

d. Beloved, throughout the rest of our lives, once we have 
been saved by grace, that same grace has a sanctifying 
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effect both in causing us to walk in holiness and 
renounce ungodliness.  In other words, we run towards 
holiness at the same time that we run away from 
sinfulness.   

 
4. Verse 13:  The patient endurance of God’s grace:  waiting 

for our blessed hope, the appearing of the glory of our great 
God and Savior Jesus Christ,   

a. We should live a Christian life because through the 
power of God’s grace; we are waiting for the blessed 
hope, the appearing of the glory of our great God 
and Savior Christ Jesus.  We endure all hardships, 
renounce ungodliness, and live in holiness because we 
await Jesus’s appearance.  When the master of the 
house comes at that unexpected hour, may we be found 
to be servants that were faithfully living for his cause?  
Beloved, this is all I want for myself!  This is all I want 
for you! 
i. Galatians 5:5  For through the Spirit, by faith, we 

eagerly wait for the hope of righteousness. 
1. Grace does this work.   

b. This hope is called blessed.  The truth of our Lord’s 
imminent return imparts joy, happiness, delight, and 
God’s glory.  The Lord’s return is a blessed truth that 
motivates us ever forward. 

c. This blessed hope is the second appearing of Jesus 
Christ.   
i. First appearing: 
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1. 2 Timothy 1:10  and which now has been 
manifested through the appearing of our Savior 
Christ Jesus, who abolished death and brought life 
and immortality to light through the gospel, 

a. It was the first appearance of Jesus Christ that 
made salvation possible.  His epiphany made 
it possible for vile sinners like you and me to 
be rebirthed into a newness of life.  May God 
be praised forever! 

ii. Second Appearing: 
1. 2 Timothy 4:8  Henceforth there is laid up for me 

the crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the 
righteous judge, will award to me on that day, and 
not only to me but also to all who have loved his 
appearing. 

a. The future appearance of the Lord promises 
us the rewarding of the saints.  We are 
promised the crown of righteousness.  In 
other words, the crown of right standing with 
God forever!  We will never again be able or 
desire to sin in that glorified state.  We will 
walk in perfect holiness with God!  The 
perfectly harmonious relationship between 
God man as seen in the Garden before the fall 
will be eternally renewed.   

iii. In connection with the rest of this chapter, the real 
point of the passage is that our joyful expectation of 
the appearing in glory of our great God and 



 

© 2021 by Pastor Ismael Miranda, God’s Grace Reformed Church 
 

Pa
ge

8 

Savior Christ Jesus guards our lives in the here and 
now.  How does it do this?  
1. First, because the Second Coming will be so 

altogether glorious that believers do not want to 
“miss out on” it, but want to “be manifested with 
Him in glory.”  

a. Colossians 3:4  When Christ who is your life 
appears, then you also will appear with him in 
glory. 

2. Secondly, the wonderful expectation of the second 
coming of Christ fills us with gratitude, and 
gratitude produces preparedness by God’s grace. 

d. The appearance, our hope is in our Great God and 
Savior, Jesus Christ.   
i. Here, in this Scripture, we encounter the complete 

revelation of the very person of Jesus.   
1. He is called both our great God and Savior.  The 

original language does not leave room for any 
other interpretation.  The use of the adjective 
“our” before the first noun (God) and not the 
second (savior) means that we are talking about 
the same person.  It is an absolute grammatical 
rule.   

a. Jesus is God.  He is the second person of the 
trinity.  God the Father has given us God the 
Son.   

b. Jesus is Savior.  He is the saving man that 
bled and died to pay for our sins.  He is the 
saving man that was our perfect substitute.   
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c. Jesus is Christ.  He is the one promised in 
Genesis and the One destined before the 
foundation of the world to come and make 
atonement for the people of God.  He is the 
One that the Old Testament points to and 
promises.  He is the fulfillment of God’s 
Word.   

d. He is Jesus.  His name means God is 
salvation.  Grace only flows through this one 
singular person.   

 
5. Verse 14:  The cost of God’s grace:  (Jesus) who gave 

himself for us to redeem us from all lawlessness and to 
purify for himself a people for his own possession who are 
zealous for good works.   

a. Who gave himself for us to redeem us from all 
lawlessness to purify for himself a people for his own 
possession: Earlier in this sermon, we defined grace as 
God’s free unmerited act of salvation.  We emphasized 
that you could not work for salvation but that it was 
given freely to those that God intends to save.   
i. However, just because grace is given freely does not 

mean that grace was free to acquire.  We cannot 
forget that the free grace given to us was purchased 
by holy blood.  The ransom that frees us from sin is 
the precious blood of Jesus on the cross. 

b. Our great God and Savior Christ Jesus, who’s 
appearing in glory believers are looking forward to with 
such hope and joy is the One who gave himself for us 
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to redeem us from all lawlessness and to purify for 
himself a people, his very own people, with a desire for 
good deeds. 
i. Anyone who doubts the necessary, , voluntary, 

expiatory, propitiatory, substitutionary, and 
efficacious character of the act of Christ whereby he 
gave himself for us has never truly read the 
scriptures.   
1. Ephesians 5:1-2  Therefore be imitators of God, 

as beloved children.  (2)  And walk in love, as 
Christ loved us and gave himself up for us, a 
fragrant offering and sacrifice to God. 

2. 1 Corinthians 6:20  for you were bought with a 
price.  So glorify God in your body. 

3. 1 Peter 2:24  He himself bore our sins in his body 
on the tree, that we might die to sin and live to 
righteousness.  By his wounds you have been 
healed. 

c. who are zealous for good works:   
i. What place do good works have in our salvation?  

None.  Good works flow after salvation.  Good 
works are not the fountainhead of salvation but the 
stream that flows because we have been saved.   
1. Good works evidence salvation but do not cause 

it.   
 

6. Verse 15:  The preaching of God’s grace:  Declare these 
things; exhort and rebuke with all authority.  Let no one 
disregard you. 
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a. In commanding Titus to declare these things to the 
congregation, Paul clarifies that the church must 
understand grace and its work.  Just as Titus declared 
these things to his hearing audience, that same audience 
had declared these truths to the world they lived in.   

b. Beloved, I declare these things to you in humble 
submission to the command of Scripture.  It is 
imperative for you to hear these things and declare 
these truths in your daily living. 
i. In other words, you and I are to proclaim the gospel 

of salvation to this world, not occasionally or when it 
is convenient but in-season and out.  We are to have 
compassion in this world.  That same compassion 
that was shed on us by the grace of God must be 
shared with the sinners in this world.     

 
7. Benediction: 

a. Ephesians 3:8  To me, though I am the very least of all 
the saints, this grace was given, to preach to the 
Gentiles the unsearchable riches of Christ, 
 

Public Reading of Scritpure: 
Ephesians 3:1-9 

 


