Preaching Clinic for Elders
First Reformed Presbyterian Church (PCA)
The Rev. Dr. Dennis 1. Prutow
Reformed Presbyterian Theological Seminary

Session #6a - Introduction and Conclusion

1. What about your conclusion? A good conclusion should do three things.

a.

b.

Tie the sermon together - The conclusion summarizes and clinches your point.

Challenge the congregation ~ The conclusion challenges the congregation in
some particular way with regard to the sermon point. You see a specific
response to the teaching of the text.

Uses the Homiletical Point - The conclusion leaves the congregation with your
sermon point, your major idea. You want the congregation to depart with a
residual message that is the same as your Homiletical Point.

The Conclusion should not be in excess of 10% of your time. It should be full
enough to summarize, challenge, and lay out your homiletical point for a last
time. Recall the residual message. People remember what you leave them.

Make sure you state your homiletical point, at the end of the sermon, with some
strength. Do not trail off in volume or intensity. Stand firmly, look directly at
the congregation, and end strong. The conclusion should be the high point of
the sermon, not an anti-climax. Pause. Then go to prayer.

2. What about the Introduction? Put together your conclusion and then construct your
introduction. Construct your introduction last. Once you know where the sermon is going
and you get there [have a conclusion], then you know how to best introduce your sermon.
A good introduction has three characteristics.

a.

An effective introduction commands attention. Why should I listen to this
person? '

An effective introduction uncovers need. Why should I listen to this sermon?

An effective introduction introduces the body of the sermon. What is this
sermon about? There should be a statement of the homiletical point. This will
set the tone and direction for you and the congregation. Begin with the
congregation and bring people to the text.

. The introduction is therefore not the best place for a review of context, bringing

the congregation up to speed on a series, etc. Use a move in the sermon to do
this if necessary. However, do it so that it contributes to the point of the
sermon. The introduction sets the idea of the sermon before the people.

The introduction should be short, 10% of your time, and crisp. A good
introduction will set you on the proper path and set the tone for your whole
sermon. If you are disciplined here, you will likely move through your plan with
discipline. You will then more likely accomplish your purpose and reach your
goal with strength. See Chapell’s “chain.”
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Preaching Clinic for Elders
First Reformed Presbyterian Church (PCA)
The Rev. Dr. Dennis J. Prutow
Reformed Presbyterian Theological Seminary

Session #6b - Presentation

1. Professor Albert Mehrabian pioneered in an understanding of non-verbal messages in
communications. See Albert Mehrabian, Silent Messages, 42-44. Mehrabian’s
breakdown is as follows: Total feeling or impact of a message = 7% verbal feeling +
38% vocal feeling + 55% facial feeling. Feeling refers to listener response. This means
that in communications, we have the following.

* 7% of meaning is in the words that are spoken.
¢ 38% of meaning is paralinguistic (the way that the words are said).
e 55% of meaning is in facial expression.

In addition, we see that while the actual words communicate 7% of meaning, the non-
verbal aspects of a presentation account for 93% of what we communicate. This is one
of the reasons for our emphasis upon a process in sermon presentation fostering good
oral communication.

2. We have spent our time on meaning and organization of the sermon in preparation
for preaching. Both are important. Recall our definition of preaching. Preaching is God
communicating . . . through human instruments. If Mehrabian is correct, only 7% of
meaning communicated to the congregation comes through the words spoken in
preaching. The words are important. How you present these words is also of great
importance.

3. Non-verbal messages are of great importance. Non-verbal messages may contradict
verbal messages. How you present yourself also becomes important. This includes
dress. Note the percent breakdown.

4. Movement and gestures: Use your body in preaching.
5. Facial expression including eye contact is of the greatest importance.

(a) Calvin Troup, Professor of Speech and Communications, says facial expression
and tone of voice are 60-70% of the communications process

(b) You cannot connect with the congregation without eye contact. You cannot
say, "I love you,” without eye contact. If using a manuscript, maintain eye
contact 80-85% of the time. ‘

6. Watch how you use your voice. Haddon Robinson speaks of Pitch, Punch, Progress,
Pause, and Practice.

7. A well planned outline will enable you to preach well with few notes. This is
extemporaneous speaking, speaking out of time spent in preparation and study.
Preparation includes practice. Preaching is oral communication at its finest. Clarence
McCartney, Preaching Without notes, Chapter 5, is of great help. W. G. T. Shedd,
Homiletics and Pastoral Theology, Chapters 9 and 10 are also of great help. Calvin sets
a high standard in this regard.
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234 Preparation of Expository Sermons

Ficure 9.1

The Introduction Chain

INTRODUCE THE SUBJECT

Prepare for the Proposition’s Concept
Prepare for the Proposition‘’s Terms

MAKE IT PERSONAL

Identify the Reason for the Sermon
State the Fallen Condition Focus
Make Each One Need to Hear

BOND TO SCRIPTURE

ATTACH THE PROPOSITION

streets have been renamed. Therefore, the introduction should prepare
for the proposition in concept and terminology. All key terms of the
proposition should beacon in the introduction before they appear in the
proposition.

Recognition that the introduction is an immediate preparation for
the proposition warns preachers against separating the introduction
from the body with a Scripture reading. Although occasionally there are
good, creative reasons for such a sequence the preacher who separates
the proposition from the sermon’s introduction or body with a Bible
reading ordinarily destroys the thought flow and cohesion that proposi-
tions are designed to facilitate.!® Preachers who regularly introduce the
sermon before reading their Scripture text are probably confusing a ser-
mon introduction with a Scripture introduction {see this chapter’s sec-
tion on Scripture introduction). Reference to the Scripture does have a
place in the introduction—not through a reading of the text but by an
indication of how the text will address the FCF. After stating the FCF,
the preacher usually grounds the sermon in Scripture by indicating how
(or, at least that) this text addresses the subject.!” This bonding of the

18. Broadus, Preparation and Delivery of Sermons, 102.
19. Hostetler, Introducing the Sexmon, 50.
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Habakkuk 1-11
Possible Literary Structure

'The oracle which Habakkuk the prophet saw.
? How long, O LORD, will [ call for help,

fop Boes A\ And You will not hear?
I cry out to You, "Violence!”

Yet You do not save.

o USTEXN

’
HaRsES ® Why do You make me see iniquity,
Cotream F HABap ¥~ And cause me to look on wickedness?
A CAUGhT IN Y> , : .
Y e R L Yes, destruction and violence are before me:
Strife exists and contention arises.
¢ Therefore the law is ignored
| The Whckéh bo | [rAnd justice is never upheld.
NoT™ LsTEN D For the wicked surround the righteous;
Therefore justice comes out perverted.
® "Look among the nations! Observe!
Be astonished! Wonder!
Because / am doing something in your days—
@Ob Wi S%‘V,b You would not believe if you were told.
RARYLON AX HIS 6

( "For behold, | am raising up the Chaldeans,
That fierce and impetuous people

Who march throughout the earth

To seize dwelling places which are not theirs.

" "They are dreaded and feared:

Their justice and authority originate with themselves.

Hant. of Jusice

—<

8 Yo S
]

< Their horses are swifter than leopards
And keener than wolves in the evening.
['| /Their horsemen come galloping,

e SNP.

They fly like an eagle swooping down to devour.

{ HE o2 bale <R
H W % “All of them come for violence.

|
|
|
; Their horsemen come from afar;
)«
|
¢
OF RarycoN i

(<Their horde of faces moves forward.
| They collect captives like sand.
; % "They mock at kings

g i And rulers are a laughing matter to them.
%' z L| They laugh at every fortress

, And heap up rubble to capture it.

: ' "Then they will sweep through fike the wind and pass on.
iy W<But they will be held guilty,

They whose strength is their god."
/)—-"'\Mw
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