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The theme of suffering is one of the biggest subjects in the book of 1 Peter, and it is 
one that is relevant at all times in our Christian life, but now, as we think about the 
present state of our country, I believe we can all say that it's more relevant than ever. 
Peter has a lot to say about suffering in this book, and there's no doubt that he spoke 
from experience. And so God gives us this book of 1 Peter so we can know how we 
are to think and how we are to live when we do suffer. 

1 Peter 4: 1. The word "therefore " means that what Peter now says is in view 
of what he has been saying in the previous vss. First, Peter reminds us that Jesus 
suffered in the flesh. And He suffered, not just when He was dying on the cross, 
but during his entire life, and especially during His ministry years. And when 
you read the gospels, you see specifically how Jesus suffered. 
- His enemies were plotting to kill Him, and did at times try to kill Him.
- They slandered Him, they blasphemed Him, they spoke evil of Him.
- We read that He had no place to lay His head. He and His disciples were on
the road a lot, and didn't have all these roadside inns where they could stay for the
night. and didn't have all these nice restaurants where they could get a good meal.
- And of course, the devil strongly opposed Him, and tempted Him on many occasions.
Luke 9:21-24, Matthew 10:38-39

And we are to learn from Jesus, and follow His example in this area of suffering. 
And as we follow Jesus, and live for Him, then we too will suffer. John 15:18-21 
- 1 Peter 2:21-23. This also says we're to follow Jesus' example in this area of
suffering. And it really is an honor and a privilege that we can suffer for Him.
Of course, there is much in the NT about how Paul suffered. When you read
the book of Acts, you read how Paul would go someplace and preach, and often
times there would be people who would resist him and persecute him.

2 Cor. 1:3-5, 9-10; 2 Cor. 4:7-11 -Now when we live for the Lord, then we suffer, 
and in 2 Cor. 4 it describes suffering as the "dying of Jesus" in our lives. That is, 
as Jesus suffered, so too we will suffer. That is, we are serving the Lord, sacrificing 
for the Lord, suffering for the Lord, and all this is what we call the "dying of Jesus" 
in our lives. That is. like Jesus, we're to say no to the flesh, which is the dying of Jesus, 
and we're to say yes to God, which means the life of Jesus is now being lived out in 
our lives. Gal. 2:20 
- 2 Cor. 6:1-10, 2 Cor. 11:21-29, 2 Cor. 12:7-10. I have read all these verses because,
next to Jesus Christ, Paul is the best NT example we have of one who suffered.
And you see how he loved the Lord, was sold out for the Lord, lived fully for the
Lord, and suffered for the Lord. OT-David (Psalms), Jeremiah (Lamentations)








