A Benediction of Sanctification
1 Thessalonians 5:23-24
March 15, 2015

Main Point:
God is at work in you for growth in sanctification; believe it!

1. The nature of the benediction.

2. The content of the benediction (part 1).

3. The content of the benediction (part 2).

4. The source of the benediction.

5. The assurance of the benediction.

Numbers 6:22-26 22 And the LORD spoke to Moses, saying: 23 "Speak to Aaron and
his sons, saying, ‘This is the way you shall bless the children of Israel. Say to them: 24
"The LORD bless you and keep you; 25 The LORD make His face shine upon you, And
be gracious to you; 26 The LORD lift up His countenance upon you, And give you
peace."' (NKJV)

WSC 35 What is sanctification? A. Sanctification is the work of God's free grace,
whereby we are renewed in the whole man after the image of God, and are enabled
more and more to die unto sin, and live unto righteousness.

James 1:2-4 2 My brethren, count it all joy when you fall into various trials, 3
knowing that the testing of your faith produces patience. 4 But let patience have its
perfect work, that you may be perfect and complete, lacking nothing. (NKJV)

1 Corinthians 7:34 34 There is a difference between a wife and a virgin. The
unmarried woman cares about the things of the Lord, that she may be holy both in
body and in spirit. But she who is married cares about the things of the world-- how
she may please her husband. (NKJV)

Matthew 10:28 28 "And do not fear those who kill the body but cannot kill the soul.
But rather fear Him who is able to destroy both soul and body in hell. (NKJV)

Mark 12:30 3° "And you shall love the LORD your God with all your heart, with all
your soul, with all your mind, and with all your strength.' This is the first
commandment. (NKJV)

2 Corinthians 3:18 8 But we all, with unveiled face, beholding as in a mirror the
glory of the Lord, are being transformed into the same image from glory to glory, just
as by the Spirit of the Lord. (NKJV)

Philippians 2:12-13 2 Therefore, my beloved, as you have always obeyed, not as in
my presence only, but now much more in my absence, work out your own salvation
with fear and trembling; 3 for it is God who works in you both to will and to do for His
good pleasure. (NKJV)

John Murray “God’s working in us is not suspended because we work, nor our
working suspended because God works. Neither is the relation strictly one of co-
operation as if God did his part and we did ours so that the conjunction or
coordination of both produced the required result. God works in us and we also work.
But the relation is that because God works we work. All working out of salvation on
our part is the effect of God’s working in us, not the willing to the exclusion of the
doing and not the doing to the exclusion of the willing, but both the willing and the
doing.”

WSC 31 What is effectual calling? A. Effectual calling is the work of God's Spirit,
whereby, convincing us of our sin and misery, enlightening our minds in the
knowledge of Christ, and renewing our wills, he doth persuade and enable us to
embrace Jesus Christ, freely offered to us in the gospel.

1 Thessalonians 5:24 24 He who calls you is faithful; he will surely do it. (ESV)



