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Sermon Title: “Unbelief” - The Book of Hebrews - Pastor Charles R. Biggs 

Scripture Lesson:   Numbers 14:1-12, 26-35; 1 Corinthians 10:1-13 

Scripture Text: Hebrews 3:7-19 

Theme of Worship Service: “What do you mean you want to go back to Egypt?!” Unbelief is a 
wicked sin of rebellion against God that lusts for Egypt more than longing for the Promised 
Land. Let us learn from the terrible mistakes made by the congregation in the wilderness under 
the administration of Moses that perished because of unbelief. 

Scripture Lesson 

ESV Acts 7:35-39, 51-53: "This Moses, whom they rejected, saying, 'Who made you a ruler and 
a judge?'- this man God sent as both ruler and redeemer by the hand of the angel who appeared 
to him in the bush. This man led them out, performing wonders and signs in Egypt and at the 
Red Sea and in the wilderness for forty years. This is the Moses who said to the Israelites, 'God 
will raise up for you a prophet like me from your brothers.' This is the one who was in the 
congregation in the wilderness with the angel who spoke to him at Mount Sinai, and with our 
fathers. He received living oracles to give to us. Our fathers refused to obey him, but thrust him 
aside, and in their hearts they turned to Egypt...."You stiff-necked people, uncircumcised in heart 
and ears, you always resist the Holy Spirit. As your fathers did, so do you. Which of the prophets 
did not your fathers persecute? And they killed those who announced beforehand the coming of 
the Righteous One, whom you have now betrayed and murdered, you who received the law as 
delivered by angels and did not keep it." 

 

ESV Deuteronomy 1:30-35: The LORD your God who goes before you will himself fight for 
you, just as he did for you in Egypt before your eyes, and in the wilderness, where you have seen 
how the LORD your God carried you, as a man carries his son, all the way that you went until 
you came to this place.' Yet in spite of this word you did not believe the LORD your God, who 
went before you in the way to seek you out a place to pitch your tents, in fire by night and in the 
cloud by day, to show you by what way you should go. "And the LORD heard your words and 
was angered, and he swore, 'Not one of these men of this evil generation shall see the good land 
that I swore to give to your fathers... 



 

ESV Psalm 106:24-26: Then they despised the pleasant land, having no faith in his promise. 
They murmured in their tents, and did not obey the voice of the LORD. Therefore he raised his 
hand and swore to them that he would make them fall in the wilderness... 

 

“Testings reveal the state of our hearts—a crisis neither makes nor mars a man, but it does 
manifest him. While all is smooth sailing we appear to be getting along nicely. But are we? Are 
our minds stayed upon the Lord, or are we, instead, complacently resting in His temporal 
mercies? When the storm breaks, it is not so much that we fail under it, as that our habitual lack 
of leaning upon God, of daily walking in dependency upon Him, is made evident.” – A. W. Pink 

 

ESV Hosea 13:4-6: But I am the LORD your God from the land of Egypt; you know no God but 
me, and besides me there is no savior. It was I who knew you in the wilderness, in the land of 
drought; but when they had grazed, they became full, they were filled, and their heart was lifted 
up; therefore they forgot me. 

 

“The root of all backsliding, of all apostasy, whether it be notional or practical, partial or total, 
lies in unbelief.” – John Owen 

Outline for Sermon 

1) The Warning - God admonishes His people not to be like the generation who fell in the 
wilderness (see 1 Cor. 10:1-13). 
 
What can we learn from Israel in the wilderness from Numbers 14? 1. The people weep 
because of fear of man and circumstances rather than their sins of unbelief (14:1); 2. The 
people grumble against their servants Moses and Aaron that God has ordained to lead and 
shepherd them (14:2); 3. Complaining and grumbling spirits of unbelief are those of 
ingratitude rather than thanksgiving for God’s grace in Christ; 4. The leaders 
intercede/mediate and speak the truth of God’s Word (14:8- “He will bring us to the land 
and give it to us…”). 
 

2) The Watching - God calls us to watch individually and corporately so that we are not 
deceived and hardened by wicked unbelief. 
 



3) The Word of Warning - God speaks so that we can trust Him and believe. We have His 
promises in His most Holy Word: “Today, if you hear Him…” Let us believe God and 
take Him at His Word. Let us guard our hearts against unbelief. 

Beloved Israel in Christ: God has redeemed us from the Exodus from slavery in Egypt, you 
have seen God’s power and grace, you have crossed through the Red Sea in your baptism, 
received fruits of the Promised Land, and bread and water through the Sacraments. In the 
wilderness, God has been faithful, let us trust and believe Him. Trust that God will continue to 
help you to walk by faith and to reject temptations to unbelief. 

 

“We see Jesus” (Heb. 3:1) – Let us keep our eyes on Jesus, and trust and obey. 

Hymns: 

1. Praise to the Lord, the Almighty, #53 

2. Guide Me, O Thou Great Jehovah, #598 

3. Come Thou Fount of Every Blessing, #457 (Lord's Supper) 

 

In Christ’s love, 

Pastor Biggs 

 

 


