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Nature of the Church 
• Many ecclesiologies focus mainly on what the 

church does.  

• We will instead focus on what the church is, 
since that will properly inform us on what the 
church does.  

• If we catch the biblical vision of what the church 
is, the vision can bring us anywhere in the world 
and launch churches that are healthy, or join 
churches and help them become more pure.  

• If we instead start with the function of the 
church (what it does), then we simply reproduce 
what we are familiar with.  

• The vision allows us to go into any culture and 
context, and contextualize it appropriately.  

 

 

Doxological  

• doxa = glory. The church is glory giving. It is 
to be oriented to giving God glory.  

• God has created everything to be oriented 
to giving him glory: 
– the heavens and the earth (Ps. 19:1; 108:5) 
– the angelic realm (Ps. 29:1-2) 
– human beings as the divine image-bearers (Ps. 

8:5) 

• Problem (Rom. 1:23; 3:23) – all humans 
have fallen short. 

• Reversal for Christ-followers (Eph. 1:11-12) – 
God’s saving of us, renders us as a people 
who now live for the rest of our lives to give 
Him glory.  
– If this is true for individuals, then it is certainly 

true for the church. 
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Doxological 

• The church is to be oriented toward the glory of 
God (Eph. 3:21) – this is Paul’s prayer that to God 
be glory in the church and in Christ Jesus. 
– Eph 3:21  to him be glory in the church and in Christ 

Jesus to all generations, forever and ever. Amen. 

• Specifically, the church is to be orthodoxological. 
– This means proper of rightful glory. What does this 

look like in a church?  

– Keeping the preached word as the centerpiece, since it 
shows us what God is like, so that we can rightly glorify 
Him.  

– We worship Him properly by obeying Him. That is how 
we give Him glory.  

– The unity of the church is another way in which we 
glorify Him. Everything in which the church engages 
should be oriented to the glory of God. 

 

 

Doxological 
• We must resist a heterodoxological glory. 

– There is a possibility of false glory giving. Idol worship among 
Christians is an example.  

– 1 John 5:21 Little children, guard yourselves from idols.  
– 1 Cor 10; 2 Cor 11:1-4 

• Churches might become oriented to something less than God. 
What are some of the idols that church collectively glorifies?  
– Social justice (when it becomes the focal point). 
– Political agenda (rather than the glory of God).  
– Ministry (well-oiled programs and the more ministries the 

better it is, because we substitute ministry for the glory of God).  
– Numeric growth (so we compromise on the gospel and 

discipleship).  
– Being looked favorably on by society (waffling on 

homosexuality)—there is nothing wrong with serving the 
community, but when we compromise, that is when it is 
idolatrous. 

– Moralism or behaviorism (or legalism—its all about how we 
look). 

 



3/18/2019 

3 

Logocentric 
• logos =  Focused on the Word. This is in two senses.  
• logos (sense 1): Jesus Christ, the incarnate Word of 

God 
– In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with 

God and was God.  
– The 2nd person of the Trinity eternally existed with the 

Father and the Holy Spirit.  
– 2,000 years ago, this Word took on the whole of human 

nature (mind, reason, will, motivations, body). This is more 
than just taking physical form. Jesus is the God-Man (John 
1:1-3, 14). 

– The church is centered on Christ as the Word of God (Matt 
16:18—He builds church on Himself). 

– He is the chief cornerstone (first element of the building 
set down that gives direction to the rest of the building 
and how it will be set up). This is Eph 2:20. 

– According to Ephesians 1:20-23 Christ is exalted above 
everything and is also the head of the church. 

– The church is the only entity in the universe called the 
body of Christ. Christ is the head, so He directs us and 
commands us. 

 

 


