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KJV – Genesis 36:1-43 

 

“The Nation of Edom” 

     Genesis chapter thirty-six is an overview of the generations of Esau, the Nation of Edom. This is 
one tough chapter, difficult to read and very difficult to teach and preach because it mainly deals 
with genealogy of a cursed line of people. Actually this chapter is very important otherwise God 
would not have under inspiration placed it within His Word, nor would He have repeated this line 
of Esau in I Chronicles 1:34-54. 
 
     Even though those who are Godless are temporarily successful, prosperous, large, powerful, even 
the political and dominate; God wants His people to know that the Godly people will always be 
protected by Him and receive His blessings that will not pass away. The temporal things of this life 
will pass away, but the gift of God’s grace, salvation and eternal life is not temporal my friends but it 
is eternal.  
 
Genesis 36:1 

1 Now these are the generations of Esau, who is Edom. 

     This beginning verse deals with Esau’s genealogy which would become the nation of Edom, 
because Esau is Edom. This chapter like some of the others within Genesis is designed to pick out a 
key ancestor to inform us as to what became of the family.  

      Remember now, Esau sold his birthright for a bowl of soup in Genesis 25:27-34. The blessings of 
God meant less to Esau than the immediate self gratification of the flesh, so he sold his birthright for 
a bowl of soup. The Bible makes it clear to state that Esau “hated or despised his birthright.” 
Knowing this one can better understand this section of his generations; referring to what would 
become of this worldly family because as far as the temporal things of this world they would grow 
to become a worldly success story. As far as the eternal things they would freely choose the 
immediate fulfillment of the self gratification of the flesh like their father Esau. 

Genesis 36:2-7 

2 Esau took his wives of the daughters of Canaan; Adah the daughter of Elon the Hittite, and 
Aholibamah the daughter of Anah the daughter of Zibeon the Hivite; 

3 And Bashemath Ishmael's daughter, sister of Nebajoth. 

4 And Adah bare to Esau Eliphaz; and Bashemath bare Reuel; 
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5 And Aholibamah bare Jeush, and Jaalam, and Korah: these are the sons of Esau, which were born 
unto him in the land of Canaan. 

6 And Esau took his wives, and his sons, and his daughters, and all the persons of his house, and his 
cattle, and all his beasts, and all his substance, which he had got in the land of Canaan; and went into 
the country from the face of his brother Jacob. 

7 For their riches were more than that they might dwell together; and the land wherein they were 
strangers could not bear them because of their cattle. 

     Their property and riches had become too great for them to live together, that is Jacob and Esau. 
The crowded grazing lands and cramped living conditions finally caused Esau to move permanently 
to the southern lands where he had already previously established a home as seen from Genesis 
32:3 and 33:14-16.  

     Since it was Abraham’s descendants through his promised son Isaac and spoken of by God that it 
would be the young son which was Jacob that would receive the blessings, the birthright and the 
land. It was fitting for God to Sovereignly work out the circumstances in keeping Jacob’s family in 
the land and moving Esau’s family out.  

     It is never revealed if that Esau had fully understood and come to accept the promises of God 
concerning his younger brother Jacob, although many of his descendants surely sought to deny 
Israel any and all rights to their land or their life. It is very clear to note that God had already 
established the right of the blessing and told by Moses, Obadiah, Malachi, and the Apostle Paul. 

Genesis 36:8 

8 Thus dwelt Esau in mount Seir: Esau is Edom. 

     Within the Scofield Reference Bible, Dr. C. I. Scofield brings out an important note concerning 
Edom. “Edom (called also “Seir” in Genesis 32:3 and Genesis 36:8) is the name of the country lying to 
the south of the ancient Kingdom of Judah, and extending from the Dead Sea to the Gulf of Akaba. It 
includes the ruins of Petra, and is bounded on the north by Moab. Peopled by descendants of Esau 
(Genesis 36:1-19), Edom has a remarkable prominence in the prophetic word as together with Moab in 
the scene of the final destruction of Gentile world-power in the Day of the LORD, Armageddon.” 
(Scofield, 1917; page 52).  

Genesis 36:9 

9 And these are the generations of Esau the father of the Edomites in mount Seir: 

     Once again this verse is very clear to indicate that Esau was the father of the Edomites that lived 
in Mount Seir. Esau would grow to be rich a powerful as would his descendants. Esau had five sons 
and ten grandsons that would be his literal descendants that would have tribes founded by them.  

     Korah listed in verse 16 that made a total of eleven grandsons. Perhaps he died soon after 
becoming a duke which was the same as a tribal chief. 
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Genesis 36:10-15 

10 These are the names of Esau's sons; Eliphaz the son of Adah the wife of Esau, Reuel the son of 
Bashemath the wife of Esau.                

11 And the sons of Eliphaz were Teman, Omar, Zepho, and Gatam, and Kenaz.                               

12 And Timna was concubine to Eliphaz Esau's son; and she bare to Eliphaz Amalek: these were the 
sons of Adah Esau's wife.                      

13 And these are the sons of Reuel; Nahath, and Zerah, Shammah, and Mizzah: these were the sons of 
Bashemath Esau's wife.                                     

14 And these were the sons of Aholibamah, the daughter of Anah the daughter of Zibeon, Esau's wife: 
and she bare to Esau Jeush, and Jaalam, and Korah.        

15 These were dukes of the sons of Esau: the sons of Eliphaz the firstborn son of Esau; duke Teman, 
duke Omar, duke Zepho, duke Kenaz, 

     The dukes or chiefs named here is a title used to identify “ruler of thousand,” apart from one 
exception recorded in the Scriptures found in Zechariah 12:5-6 here it is translated as “governors.” 
In Genesis concerning Esau’s blood line it is used exclusively for the tribal princes or the clan 
leaders, the political and military leadership of the nation of Edom. 

Genesis 36:16-31 

16 Duke Korah, duke Gatam, and duke Amalek: these are the dukes that came of Eliphaz in the land of 
Edom; these were the sons of Adah.                      

17 And these are the sons of Reuel Esau's son; duke Nahath, duke Zerah, duke Shammah, duke Mizzah: 
these are the dukes that came of Reuel in the land of Edom; these are the sons of Bashemath Esau's 
wife.                                                                 

18 And these are the sons of Aholibamah Esau's wife; duke Jeush, duke Jaalam, duke Korah: these were 
the dukes that came of Aholibamah the daughter of Anah, Esau's wife.                             

19 These are the sons of Esau, who is Edom, and these are their dukes.      

20 These are the sons of Seir the Horite, who inhabited the land; Lotan, and Shobal, and Zibeon, and 
Anah,                           

21 And Dishon, and Ezer, and Dishan: these are the dukes of the Horites, the children of Seir in the land 
of Edom.                                

22 And the children of Lotan were Hori and Hemam; and Lotan's sister was Timna.                

23 And the children of Shobal were these; Alvan, and Manahath, and Ebal, Shepho, and Onam.   
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24 And these are the children of Zibeon; both Ajah, and Anah: this was that Anah that found the mules 
in the wilderness, as he fed the asses of Zibeon his father.                   

25 And the children of Anah were these; Dishon, and Aholibamah the daughter of Anah.                 

26 And these are the children of Dishon; Hemdan, and Eshban, and Ithran, and Cheran.               

27 The children of Ezer are these; Bilhan, and Zaavan, and Akan.           

28 The children of Dishan are these; Uz, and Aran.                               

29 These are the dukes that came of the Horites; duke Lotan, duke Shobal, duke Zibeon, duke Anah,  

30 Duke Dishon, duke Ezer, duke Dishan: these are the dukes that came of Hori, among their dukes in 
the land of Seir.                                        

31 And these are the kings that reigned in the land of Edom, before there reigned any king over the 
children of Israel. 

     It is not certain how the kings of Edom were related to Esau, but they were kings who reigned in 
Edom, and Esau is Edom. The organization of the clans in Edom apparently paralleled that in Israel. 
They had ultimately joined together and chose a king from one of their tribes and carried on a line 
of succession from him.  

     Whether or not the formal line of the eight kings mentioned here extends beyond the time of 
Jacob and Esau is unclear. The point is comparative, though: there were kings in Edom long before 
and Israelite king reigned.  

Genesis 36:32-42 

32 And Bela the son of Beor reigned in Edom: and the name of his city was Dinhabah.        

33 And Bela died, and Jobab the son of Zerah of Bozrah reigned in his stead.         

34 And Jobab died, and Husham of the land of Temani reigned in his stead.         

35 And Husham died, and Hadad the son of Bedad, who smote Midian in the field of Moab, reigned in his 
stead: and the name of his city was Avith.                                 

36 And Hadad died, and Samlah of Masrekah reigned in his stead.                               

37 And Samlah died, and Saul of Rehoboth by the river reigned in his stead.                

38 And Saul died, and Baalhanan the son of Achbor reigned in his stead.                   

39 And Baalhanan the son of Achbor died, and Hadar reigned in his stead: and the name of his city was 
Pau; and his wife's name was Mehetabel, the daughter of Matred, the daughter of Mezahab.  
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40 And these are the names of the dukes that came of Esau, according to their families, after their 
places, by their names; duke Timnah, duke Alvah, duke Jetheth,                   

41 Duke Aholibamah, duke Elah, duke Pinon,                    

42 Duke Kenaz, duke Teman, duke Mibzar, 

     Verses 32 through 42 continue to list the long line of Esau’s family known as the Edomites. One 
would look at this story as liken unto a modern day success story and maybe even say he was richly 
blessed. Was he blessed, or was all these temporal things a curse. 

     When Esau moved to Seir, the land was fully inhabited by the Seirites, according to Deuteronomy 
chapter two. 

Deuteronomy 2:12 

12 The Horims also dwelt in Seir beforetime; but the children of Esau succeeded them, when they had 
destroyed them from before them, and dwelt in their stead; as Israel did unto the land of his 
possession, which the LORD gave unto them. 

     This presented no problem for Esau and his family, they just moved in and destroyed them. They 
took what was theirs including the land, it was if God was directing and overseeing this victory for 
Esau to establish his dwelling in Edom of Seir to separate him from his brother Jacob.  

     Esau dwelt in Seir or Edom, in fact Esau is Edom. The very nature and character of this man 
named Esau would become the very nature and character of this nation of Edom. Yet tucked away 
in this massive and impressive lineage context is the fact that Esau’s younger brother Jacob stayed 
under the Sovereign hand of God in Canaan, because this was exactly how God had ordained it.  

Genesis 36:43 

43 Duke Magdiel, duke Iram: these be the dukes of Edom, according to their habitations in the land of 
their possession: he is Esau the father of the Edomites. 

     Verse forty-three ends as a continuation from forty-two with the last two chiefs or dukes. Then is 
closes the chapter with stating once again that Esau is the father of the Edomites, yet this is not the 
end of this blood line.  

      Notice like unto the blood line of Cain in Genesis 4:16-24 there is no record of age or death. 
Unlike the other blood lines in the Scriptures where it clearly states who begat who and that “they 
lived!” Also it was notable to mention that at the death of Abraham (Genesis 25:8), the death of 
Ishmael (Genesis 25:17) and the death of Isaac (Genesis 35:29) there is a term used concerning all 
their deaths: and was gathered unto his people. No such mention for Esau of any of his people, in fact 
there is no mention of their deaths, nor is there any mention of them “living.” 

     If you cannot see the Sovereign hand of God at work here in not only displaying His grace but 
also His power let me enlighten you to some facts about Esau’s later blood line.  
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     During the occupation of the Roman Empire all of Israel and Judah, Moab and Edom even 
Samaria were under Roman rule. It was the Roman province known as Judea.  

     Herod the Great: In 47 B.C. Julius Caesar appointed Antipater, the son of the Edomite governor 
to be the governor of Judea. Herod was Antipater’s son who escaped to Rome in 40 B.C. after the 
Parthians attacked Judea. While in Rome the son of Antipater known today as “Herod the Great” 
was named “King of the Jews” by the Roman Senate and commissioned to retake Judea which he 
accomplished in 37 B.C. 

- “Herod the Great” was the same Herod that killed all the boys under the age of two years old 
after hearing of the news that the King was born. 

     King Herod, after “Herod the Great” died Judea was split into three provinces one for each of his 
three sons. Herod Antipas was the main governor of Jerusalem the son of Herod of Great which was 
an Edomite from the line of Esau.  

- This was the same Herod that killed John the Baptist and tried Jesus. 

     Herod Agrippa I who was the nephew to Herod Antipas and the grandson to “Herod the Great” 
was appointed king over Judea after the death of his father and two uncles. He reunited the 
province of Judea and was the sole rule as a Roman vassal king.  

- This was the Herod that had James the Apostle killed in A.D. 42 (Acts 12:1-2). He further sough 
to arrest and kill the Apostle Peter in Acts 12:3-7 and would have if God had not sent His angel 
to free him.  

     Herod Agrippa II was the son of Herod Agrippa I who is referred to in the book of Acts as simply 
Agrippa. He replaced his father on the throne of Judea as the king of the Jews at the death of his 
father Herod Agrippa I. He was the great grandson of “Herod the Great,” also an Edomite from the 
line of Esau. 

- This was the same Herod Agrippa II in Acts 25 and 26 where the Apostle Paul was tried by 
Agrippa and then appeals his case to Caesar. Some of the last words recorded of an Edomite in 
the Scriptures as he spoke to Paul was this: 

Acts 26:28 

28 Then Agrippa said unto Paul, Almost thou persuadest me to be a Christian. 

     This is the last mention of an Edomite in the Scriptures until the return of the LORD Jesus Christ 
at His Second Coming. When the prophecies declare for Edom: Though thou exalt thyself as the 
eagle, and though thou set thy nest among the stars, thence will I bring thee down, saith the LORD. 

     We must understand that even though the worlds very best may appear massive and God’s best 
may appear miniscule, the temporal prosperity of the worldly is in the hands of a Sovereign God. 
Our God keeps an accurate list of both the faithful and the unfaithful.  

 


