
 1 

Matthew 13:47-50 

 

We come now to the last of Jesus’ seven parables of the kingdom in Matthew chapter thirteen. 

How I pray that every week we come to see more and more the awesome power and the 

breathtaking beauty of the Word of God! How privileged we are to have been given the ears to 

hear and understand these wonderful secrets of the kingdom – for not all have been given this 

same gift! To God alone be all praise, and honor, and glory! 

 

I. Matthew 13:47 – Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a net that was thrown into the sea and 

                                 gathered fish of every kind. 

 

This net is literally a “drag net”. In chapter four, we saw the disciples using “casting nets” – 

circular nets with a weighted edge that would be thrown out flat onto the water. When the 

weighted edge reached the bottom, it would then be drawn together, trapping any fish that were 

underneath. But a drag net was a vertical net with a weighted bottom (like a wall) that you might 

drag behind two boats gathering fish of every kind. 

 

II. Matthew 13:48 – When it was full, men drew it ashore and sat down and sorted the good into 

                                   containers but threw away the bad. 

 

This would have been a very familiar scene along the shores of Galilee. As the fishermen went 

through their catch, they would find many fish that were either ceremonially unclean (such as 

catfish or eels), or simply too small to be worth keeping. These they would throw back into the 

lake while the rest would be gathered into containers (and ultimately taken to market. And then 

Jesus concludes: 

 

III. Matthew 13:49-50 – So it will be at the close of the age. The angels will come out and 

                                          separate the evil from the righteous and throw them into the fiery 

                                          furnace. In that place there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth. 

 

If these verses sound somewhat familiar to you, that’s because the parable of the weeds has 

already said much of the same thing! 

 

 Matthew 13:39-43 – Just as the weeds are gathered and burned with fire, so will it be at the 

close of the age. The Son of Man will send his angels, and they will gather out of his 

kingdom all causes of sin and all law-breakers, and throw them into the fiery furnace. In that 

place there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth. Then the righteous will shine like the sun 

in the kingdom of their Father. 

 

So what’s the difference? Has Jesus said anything new or different in this parable? Can we skip 

it and move on to the next passage? Well it seems pretty clear that Jesus has not said anything 

different, but I would suggest that the emphasis has definitely changed. In the parable of the 

weeds, the emphasis was on the fact that the weeds and the wheat are growing side by side in the 

present age of the kingdom, and that the final vindication of the sons of the kingdom will only 

come at the close of the age (13:24-30). And so we should be comforted and encouraged to 

patiently endure, especially when our lot in this world appears to be no different—if not even 
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worse—than the wicked. One day, there will be a clear and public distinction made between the 

sons of the evil one and the sons of the kingdom. And so Jesus reminds us not only of the doom 

of the wicked (the fiery furnace and the weeping and gnashing of teeth), but also of the glorious 

future of the righteous (“then the righteous will shine like the sun in the kingdom of their 

Father”). 

 

Now then, let’s skip to the parable of the net. In this parable, there is no emphasis on the 

righteous and the wicked existing side by side in the present age. Yes, they exist side by side in 

the net, but I believe the net represents the final gathering at the end of the age when all mankind 

will be summoned to appear before the judgment seat of Christ. So unlike the parable of the 

weeds, the point of this parable is not the comfort and encouragement of the sons of the kingdom 

as they patiently endure the injustices of living side by side in this world with the sons of the evil 

one. In fact, unlike the parable of the weeds, which emphasizes both the doom of the wicked and 

the reward of the righteous, the parable of the net focuses only on the fate and doom of the 

wicked. 

 

So if the point of this parable is not to encourage and comfort us with the hope of future 

vindication, then what is the point? There are seven parables in Matthew 13. The first four (the 

sower, the weeds, the mustard seed, and the leaven) can also be found in either Mark or Luke. 

But this last set of three parables (the parables of the hidden treasure, the pearl of great value, 

and the net) is found only in Matthew. And it’s only these three parables that Matthew places 

after Jesus has left the crowds and gone into the house with His disciples (13:36). So I believe 

that we need to see these three parables as a trilogy – a set that belongs together (cf. “The 

kingdom of heaven is like… Again, the kingdom of heaven is like… Again, the kingdom of 

heaven is like…”). But why is this important? How does this help us as we seek to faithfully 

humble ourselves before the truth of God’s Word? 

 

The connection between the parable of the hidden treasure and the parable of the pearl of great 

value was pretty clear. In both parables, we learned the duty of delight. We saw that if we 

haven’t really and truly come to rejoice in what’s in it for us, then we’ll never be willing to 

joyfully give up all that we have in order to possess for ourselves the kingdom. So we asked 

ourselves: “Am I full to overflowing with a true, biblical self-interest? It’s this kind of delight, 

and joy, and exuberance, and exhilaration, and euphoria that will free us to count everything as 

rubbish in order that we may gain Christ. So remember your first thought when you found the 

buried treasure… “I must have this treasure for myself.” Remember your first thought when you 

saw that pearl of great value… “I must have this pearl for myself.” How much more, then, when 

we have beheld the priceless riches of the kingdom, should we be able to say: “I must have all 

these riches for myself!” And so in our hearts, we rush home and immediately put every single 

thing that we previously delighted in up for sale. We feel like we can’t possibly sell everything 

fast enough. When everything has been sold, we take all of the proceeds and gladly give it up in 

exchange for the kingdom. In the parables of the hidden treasure and the pearl of great value, we 

learned the duty of delight. 

 

But now in the parable of the net, we learn the duty of fear and trembling. In the parables of the 

hidden treasure and the pearl of great value, Jesus calls His disciples to joyfully pursue 

something of supreme worth and beauty – the kingdom. But in the parable of the net, Jesus calls 
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and exhorts His disciples to flee from the horrors of hell. How desparately we need both of these 

exhortations as the people of God. How desperately we need to learn both the duty of delight and 

the duty of a holy fear and trembling. 

 

IV. Matthew 13:49-50 – So it will be at the close of the age. The angels will come out and 

                                          separate the evil from the righteous and throw them into the fiery 

                                          furnace. In that place there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth. 

 

Ohhh…! If the parables of hidden treasure and a pearl of great value thrilled and delighted our 

souls, then this parable must cause our souls to literally recoil in horror and dismay. There is a 

day appointed at the end of this age when the angels will separate the evil from the righteous and 

throw them into the fiery furnace. In that place there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth. As 

long ago as the early sixth century, Gregory wrote: “To fear becomes us here, rather than to 

expound” (quoted in Bruner). While I take this exhortation very much to heart, I will venture to 

expound just a little. 

 

Oh my brothers and sisters… what is this fiery furnace? In Revelation, the furnace of fire 

becomes the lake of fire (cf. 20:14-15), and with both of these images comes the inescapable 

reality of torment and anguish. 

 

 Revelation 14:9-11; 20:15 – If anyone worships the beast… he also will drink the wine of 

God’s wrath, poured full strength into the cup of his anger, and he will be tormented with fire 

and sulfur… And the smoke of their torment goes up forever and ever, and they have no rest, 

day or night, these worshipers of the beast and its image, and whoever receives the mark of 

its name… if anyone’s name was not found written in the book of life, he was thrown into 

the lake of fire. 

 

The point here is not necessarily literal fire, any more than the point is a literal furnace or a literal 

lake. The point is this anguished torment. So in several places in Matthew, the image of fire 

(which, of course, gives off light) is replaced with the very different image of darkness. Jesus 

said: 

 

 Matthew 8:12 (cf. 22:13; 25:30) – The sons of the kingdom [unbelieving Jews] will be 

thrown into the outer darkness. In that place there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth. 

 

This outer darkness is not some black hole in outer space or some bottomless black pit. In Jesus’ 

parable of the wedding feast, we read: 

 

 Matthew 22:9-14 – [The] servants went out into the roads and gathered all whom they 

found… So the wedding hall was filled with guests. But when the king came in… he saw 

there a man who had no wedding garment. And he said to him, “Friend, how did you get in 

here without a wedding garment?” … Then the king said to the attendants, “Bind him hand 

and foot and cast him into the outer darkness. In that place there will be weeping and 

gnashing of teeth.” 
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The outer darkness is the darkness of night, cut off from the shining lights of the banquet hall – 

it’s the darkness outside. And like the images of a fiery furnace and a lake of fire, with this 

image of the darkness outside comes once again the inescapable reality of torment and anguish. 

 

 Isaiah 8:22 (cf. 5:30; Ezek. 30:18) – They will look to the earth, but behold, distress and 

darkness, the gloom of anguish. And they will be thrust into thick darkness. 

 

Oh brothers and sisters, what is this torment? It is first and foremost of all the anguish of being 

completely and utterly cut off from the joy and blessedness of God’s presence… from the light 

of His face. 

 

 Psalm 27:1 – The LORD is my light and my salvation. 

 Psalm 97:11 (cf. Esther 8:16) – Light is sown for the righteous, and joy for the upright in 

heart. 

 

The Apostle John writes of the New Jerusalem as the future home of all the redeemed: 

 

 Revelation 21:23-24; 22:5, 15 – The city has no need of sun or moon to shine on it, for the 

glory of God gives it light, and its lamp is the Lamb. By its light will the nations walk, and 

the kings of the earth will bring their glory into it… Night will be no more. They will need no 

light of lamp or sun, for the Lord God will be their light, and they will reign forever and 

ever… Outside are the dogs and sorcerers and the sexually immoral and murderers and 

idolaters, and everyone who loves and practices falsehood. 

 

We can’t comprehend or imagine what it will be like “outside” because apart from Jesus no 

living human being has ever experienced what it is like to have the presence of God completely 

and utterly withdrawn from him. Even the wicked have not yet been completely cut off because 

they still experience the light and warmth of the sun and the refreshing rains from heaven (Mat. 

5:44-45). They still experience the feelings and emotions of happiness, and the joys of this life. 

And yet whatever happiness and joy the wicked may know in this life, it is only because God has 

not yet abandoned them to the darkness of total alienation from His presence (Isa. 60:1-3). Listen 

to this blessing that God gave to His people Israel: 

 

 Numbers 6:22-26 – Thus you shall bless the people of Israel: you shall say to them, The 

LORD bless you and keep you; the LORD make his face to shine upon you and be gracious to 

you; the LORD lift up his countenance upon you and give you peace. 

 

This blessing assumes that the face and countenance of God is the source of all peace, and joy, 

and well-being that anyone has ever known in this life. Therefore, to be absolutely and 

irrevocably cut off from His face and presence can only mean unimaginable despair, and 

anguish, and torment. In 2 Thessalonians 1, Paul describes the torments of the fiery furnace and 

the outer darkness as nothing less than the terrors of “eternal destruction”, ruin, and desolation 

(cf. 1 Tim. 6:9; Prov. 1:26-27; Ezek. 6:14; 14:16). 

 

 2 Thessalonians 1:7-9 – The Lord Jesus [will be] revealed from heaven with his mighty 

angels in flaming fire, inflicting vengeance on those who do not know God and on those who 
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do not obey the gospel of our Lord Jesus. They will suffer the punishment of eternal 

destruction, away from the presence of the Lord and from the glory of his might [the light 

of his greatness]. 

 

Brothers and sisters, it becomes us to fear and to tremble… it is right for us to bow our heads in 

horror and dismay. As one commentator writes: “The descriptions of hell are necessarily 

figurative to a large extent [furnace, lake, fire, darkness]… because the realities transcend all 

human experience” (Lenski). 

 

Jesus says of the fiery furnace and the outer darkness: “In that place there will be weeping and 

gnashing of teeth.” This weeping is really a loud, unrestrained wailing. It is not the wailing of 

remorse… it is not the sorrow of repentance. To use the words of James, it is simply weeping 

and howling over one’s own loss and misery (James 5:1). 

 

 Revelation 18:9, 11, 15 – The kings of the earth, who committed sexual immorality and lived 

in luxury with [Babylon], will weep and wail over her when they see the smoke of her 

burning… the merchants of the earth weep and mourn for her, since no one buys their cargo 

anymore… the merchants… who gained wealth from her, will stand far off, in fear of her 

torment, weeping and mourning aloud. 

 

“The tears of which Jesus speaks here… are those of inconsolable, never-ending wretchedness, 

and utter, everlasting hopelessness” (Hendriksen). 

 

“In that place there will be weeping… and gnashing of teeth.” Once again, we can’t escape the 

picture of pain and anguish, but this time the pain and the anguish results in a despairing, 

tormented anger and rage (cf. Job 16:9; Ps. 35:16; 37:12; Lam. 2:16). 

 

 Acts 7:54 – Now when [the counsel] heard these things they were enraged, and they 

[gnashed] their teeth at [Stephen]. 

 Psalm 112:10 – The wicked man sees [the salvation of the righteous] and is angry; he 

gnashes his teeth and melts away; the desire of the wicked will perish! 

 

The inconsolable, never-ending wretchedness, and the utter, everlasting hopelessness of hell 

leads not only to weeping and wailing, but also to a tortured and irrational anger and rage (cf. 

Rev. 16:9, 11, 21). 

 

Conclusion 

 

Oh my brothers and sisters… if the parables of hidden treasure and a pearl of great value thrilled 

and delighted our souls, then this parable can only cause our souls to shrink back in horror and 

dismay. Listen again to Jesus’ words: “So it will be at the close of the age. The angels will come 

out and separate the evil from the righteous and throw them into the fiery furnace. In that place 

there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.” And now we shoulde heed the advice of Gregory: 

“To fear becomes us here, rather than to expound”. To fear… and tremble… to turn every day 

from our sinful ways and our unbelief… and to count everything as rubbish in view of the 

surpassing value of knowing Christ Jesus our Lord (cf. Phil. 3:8). If we hate the thought of the 
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horrors of hell, then let us also learn to hate and abhor the sin that leads to this hell. As Paul 

warned the church in Ephesus: 

 

 Ephesians 5:5-6 – You may be sure of this, that everyone who is sexually immoral or impure, 

or who is covetous (that is, an idolater), has no inheritance in the kingdom of Christ and God. 

Let no one deceive you with empty words, for because of these things the wrath of God 

comes upon the sons of disobedience. 

 

And the writer of Hebrews says: 

 

 Hebrews 10:26-27 – For if we go on sinning deliberately after receiving the knowledge of the 

truth, there no longer remains a sacrifice for sins, but a fearful expectation of judgment, and a 

fury of fire that will consume the adversaries. 

 

Think of the everlasting torments and anguish of being cut off and cast out from the presence of 

God. What is it, then, that we should desire more than anything else? What is it that we should 

value so highly that we sell everything else in exchange for it? It is the kingdom. It is the 

blessedness of the presence of God in His rule and His reign. And so the Psalmist writes: 

 

 Psalm 21:6 – You make him most blessed forever; you make him glad with the joy of your 

presence. 

 Psalm 36:8 – They feast on the abundance of your house, and you give them drink from the 

river of your delights. 

 Psalm 16:11 – In your presence there is fullness of joy; at your right hand are pleasures 

forevermore. 

 

What is it going to be? The joys and pleasures of God’s presence in his kingdom rule and reign, 

or the everlasting torments of the darkness outside? – Because outside of the kingdom, there is 

nothing but hell. May God truly be the one supreme delight of our souls. May His kingdom be 

our highest treasure. Let it be said of us that we know and delight in nothing but Christ alone, 

and Him crucified for us (cf. 1 Cor. 2:2). 

 

 


