
“THAT PURIFYING BLESSED HOPE”  
Selected Scriptures 

PART 7: “THE WAYS OF GOD” 
 I.  LEARNING GOD, KNOWING GOD 
 A.  Before the fall, God gave to men the way to know 
  Him by revelation of Himself through direct  
  contact. The human response is humble faith and 
  trust in what God is saying.  He would use reason 
  as his way to relate to the creation around him and 
  accomplish the will set for him.    
 B.  Since the fall, God’s first line of revelation is   
  Creation: economical, efficient processes and  
  systems of living organisms and rapidly moving 
  inorganics creating and responding to one another 
  and the forces God has put within them.  We are to 
  see God’s character and nature from them    
  Rom 1:18-20  Examples and illustrations 
 C.  After the fall the direct communication was lost to 
  all men except God’s selected spokesmen through 
  whom He would reveal His will. Heb. 1:1-3;  2 Pet 
  1:16-21; 1 Pet 1:10-12; 1 Cor 2; yet Rom 1:19; 2:14-15 
 D.  The Lie  - “You can have power/glory equal to,  
  but separate from, God!  God is the natural force 
  that works with you.  You create your own reality, 
  your own world, your own wealth using your  
  mind and/or the resources at your fingertips.   
  Creation is yours for the taking and using.” 
 E.  God is...the “I am/I was/I will be” who self-exists 
  needing nothing, merciful, gracious, longsuffering,  
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  and abounding in goodness and truth; keeping  
  mercy, forgiving iniquity and transgression and 
  sin, NOT clearing the guilty but visiting their  
  iniquity on their children...  Exo 34:6-7   
II.  OBSERVING THE WAYS OF GOD 
 A.  God is sovereign; He will accomplish His purpose 
  and will; no one can stop Him.   
 B.  God has given His created beings authority to rule 
  with Him with accountability for their use of  
  that authority in the assigned area with the   
  assigned methods.  Acts 17:26-31 
 C.  To use that authority, God has stepped back for  
  them to exercise it.  But God uses the decisions and 
  actions of beings to accomplish His will                
  Acts 14:15-17; Rom 1:18-32 
 D.  Already twisted away from God, the nations have 
  drunk from the seductive wine of Babylon and are 
  deranged  Jer 51:7; Psalm 2 
 E.  God is longsuffering.  This longsuffering is taken as 
  His lack of concern by some.   Psalm 51 
 F.  God is always finding His people and sorting those 
  who are fakes  Events; people 
 G.  God is just. The accountability has a day of   
  reckoning; judgment will come  
 H.  Rebellion in the divine council with judgment to  
  follow   Psalm 82; Rev 12:7-12 
 I.  Rebellion of the nations with judgment to follow 
 J.  Rebellion of Israel with judgment to follow 
 K.  Christ, the sin-bearer, reconciles all things! 
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