
Sermon Text: 1 John 2:2 Propitiation 

The foundation of our life is that Jesus Christ bore our sin and punishment in His death. 

1) Who is “He”? 

a) “He is the propitiation for our sins . . .” 

b) Jesus (2:1)—Savior  

c) Christ (2:1)—The Anointed One—appointed by God the Father 

d) God’s Son (1:3)—life of infinite worth 

e) The Righteous (2:1)—sinless (cf. 3:5)—qualified man (cf. 4:2-3) 

f) Our Advocate with the Father (2:1)—He is for us 

2) What is propitiation? 

a) “He is the propitiation for our sins . . .” 

b) To propitiate means to appease the wrath of an offended party by means of satisfaction. 

c) OT background of sin-offering and Day of Atonement 

i) Goat of the sin-offering killed for the people 

ii) Scapegoat banished—to bear all their sins to a remote area 

iii) Isaiah 53 (cf. John 10) 

d) Jesus’ death on the cross was propitiatory (2:2; 1:7; 3:5, 16) 

3) Who is covered by Jesus’ sacrifice? 

a) “He is the propitiation for our sins . . .” 

b) Defining objects of Christ’s atonement: 

i) Only those who walk in the light of the gospel (1:6-7), confessing their sin and trusting in God’s faithfulness 

and righteousness in Christ (1:8-10). 

ii) Only those who confess that Jesus is the Son of God, the divine Christ, who took a human nature that could 

truly die to give us eternal life (2:22-25; 4:1-6). 

c) What of “not for ours only but also for the whole world”? 

i) “Our” refers to John and the immediate circle of churches he is addressing. 

ii) “Whole world” means people from every nation (Rev. 5:9), not every individual who is, has ever, and ever 

will live (cf. 5:19). 

iii) “World”=humanity united in its hostility to God  

iv) Two reasons to mention “whole world” here: international scope and only hope 

d) Not a general and potential atonement, but a particular and effective atonement. 

i) Jesus excludes unbelievers from His sheep for whom He died (John 10:11; 25-27). 

ii) Jesus does not pray for unbelievers in His High-Priestly intercession (John 17:9). 

iii) The Father, Son, and Holy Spirit work together for the redemption of a people: 1. The Father elects (Eph. 

1:3-6). 2. The Son redeems (Eph. 1:7-10). 3. The Spirit seals (Eph. 1:11-14). 

iv) Christ will not lose one that the Father gives Him (John 6:37-40). 

4) Christ’s sin-bearing sacrifice is the foundation of our life. 

a) Fellowship with God (1:3) 

b) Fellowship with one another (1:7) 

c) Foundation for obedience/love (2:3-4) 

d) 1 John 5:11-12  

Doxology: “Worthy are You to take the scroll and to open its seals, for You were slain, and by Your blood You ransomed 

people for God from every tribe and language and people and nation, and You have made them a kingdom and priests 

to our God, and they shall reign on the earth.”—Revelation 5:9-10 


