
The Gospel of 
Zechariah

Zechariah 8



Redemptive History



Darius: Chronology of the Persian Period1

Persian King Dates Biblical Correlation Context

Cyrus 539-530 Declaration of Cyrus (539)
Return of Zerubbabel and Jeshua (Ezra 1-3)

Stirred up to rebuild the temple

Cambyses 530-522 Rebuilding at Jerusalem stopped (Ezra 4) Discouraged and afraid to rebuild

Darius I 522-486 Haggai and Zechariah prophesy (520)
Zechariah prophesy (518)
Temple completed (516)

(Ezra 5-6)

Rebuilding of the Temple begins again

Xerxes 486-464 Story of Esther (Esther 1-9)

Artaxerxes I 464-423 Return of Ezra (458)
(Ezra 7-10)

Return of Nehemiah (445)
(Nehemiah 1-2)

Prophecy of Malachi (433)

1. Chronological and Background Charts of the Old Testament, John H. Walton, 1994, p. 70



Gospel of Zechariah (Themes)

Call to repentance

Return of YHWH

Restoration of the temple

The coming of the branch

Coming judgement on the nations

Day of the Lord



Zechariah 8:1-23 (ESV)
8:1 And the word of the LORD of hosts came, saying, 2 “Thus says the LORD of hosts: I am jealous for Zion with great 
jealousy, and I am jealous for her with great wrath. 3 Thus says the LORD: I have returned to Zion and will dwell in the midst 
of Jerusalem, and Jerusalem shall be called the faithful city, and the mountain of the LORD of hosts, the holy mountain. 4 
Thus says the LORD of hosts: Old men and old women shall again sit in the streets of Jerusalem, each with staff in hand 
because of great age. 5 And the streets of the city shall be full of boys and girls playing in its streets. 6 Thus says the LORD of 
hosts: If it is marvelous in the sight of the remnant of this people in those days, should it also be marvelous in my sight, 
declares the LORD of hosts? 7 Thus says the LORD of hosts: Behold, I will save my people from the east country and from the 
west country, 8 and I will bring them to dwell in the midst of Jerusalem. And they shall be my people, and I will be their God, 
in faithfulness and in righteousness.”
    9 Thus says the LORD of hosts: “Let your hands be strong, you who in these days have been hearing these words from the 
mouth of the prophets who were present on the day that the foundation of the house of the LORD of hosts was laid, that the 
temple might be built. 10 For before those days there was no wage for man or any wage for beast, neither was there any safety 
from the foe for him who went out or came in, for I set every man against his neighbor. 11 But now I will not deal with the 
remnant of this people as in the former days, declares the LORD of hosts. 12 For there shall be a sowing of peace. The vine 
shall give its fruit, and the ground shall give its produce, and the heavens shall give their dew. And I will cause the remnant of 
this people to possess all these things. 13 And as you have been a byword of cursing among the nations, O house of Judah and 
house of Israel, so will I save you, and you shall be a blessing. Fear not, but let your hands be strong.”



Zechariah 8:1-23 (ESV)
8:14 For thus says the LORD of hosts: “As I purposed to bring disaster to you when your fathers provoked me to wrath, and I 
did not relent, says the LORD of hosts, 15 so again have I purposed in these days to bring good to Jerusalem and to the house 
of Judah; fear not. 16 These are the things that you shall do: Speak the truth to one another; render in your gates judgments 
that are true and make for peace; 17 do not devise evil in your hearts against one another, and love no false oath, for all these 
things I hate, declares the LORD.”
    18 And the word of the LORD of hosts came to me, saying, 19 “Thus says the LORD of hosts: The fast of the fourth month 
and the fast of the fifth and the fast of the seventh and the fast of the tenth shall be to the house of Judah seasons of joy and 
gladness and cheerful feasts. Therefore love truth and peace.
    20 “Thus says the LORD of hosts: Peoples shall yet come, even the inhabitants of many cities. 21 The inhabitants of one city 
shall go to another, saying, ‘Let us go at once to entreat the favor of the LORD and to seek the LORD of hosts; I myself am 
going.’ 22 Many peoples and strong nations shall come to seek the LORD of hosts in Jerusalem and to entreat the favor of the 
LORD. 23 Thus says the LORD of hosts: In those days ten men from the nations of every tongue shall take hold of the robe of 
a Jew, saying, ‘Let us go with you, for we have heard that God is with you.’”



word of Yahweh
And the word of the LORD of hosts came, 
saying, “Thus says the LORD of hosts: I 
am jealous for Zion with great jealousy, 
and I am jealous for her with great wrath. 
(Zechariah 8:1-2 ESV)

● transition in time and tone
● snapshots of the already and not yet
● jealous for - Yahweh’s love for his people despite their sin
● great wrath - against the nations and for his people

12 Then the angel of the LORD said, ‘O LORD of hosts, how long will you have no mercy on 
Jerusalem and the cities of Judah, against which you have been angry these seventy years?’ 13 And 
the LORD answered gracious and comforting words to the angel who talked with me. 14 So the 
angel who talked with me said to me, ‘Cry out, Thus says the LORD of hosts: I am exceedingly 
jealous for Jerusalem and for Zion. 15 And I am exceedingly angry with the nations that are at ease; 
for while I was angry but a little, they furthered the disaster. 16 Therefore, thus says the LORD, I 
have returned to Jerusalem with mercy; my house shall be built in it, declares the LORD of hosts, and 
the measuring line shall be stretched out over Jerusalem. 17 Cry out again, Thus says the LORD of 
hosts: My cities shall again overflow with prosperity, and the LORD will again comfort Zion and again 
choose Jerusalem.’” (Zechariah 1:12-17 ESV)



returned to Zion
Thus says the LORD: I have returned to 
Zion and will dwell in the midst of 
Jerusalem, and Jerusalem shall be called 
the faithful city, and the mountain of the 
LORD of hosts, the holy mountain. 
(Zechariah 8:3 ESV)

● exile over and Yahweh returned
○ Yahweh’s glory leaves the temple in Ezekiel 10
○ the people mourned the destruction of the temple - fasting in the fifth month

● he has now returned
○ fasting and mourning will be transformed into celebration

● Jerusalem - now a faithful city
● the mountain - now a holy mountain



sit in the streets
Thus says the LORD of hosts: Old men 
and old women shall again sit in the 
streets of Jerusalem, each with staff in 
hand because of great age. And the streets 
of the city shall be full of boys and girls 
playing in its streets. (Zechariah 8:4-5 
ESV)● the very old

○ long life a blessing from Yahweh - no threat to the people
● playing

○ it will be safe for life ot flourish



marvelous
Thus says the LORD of hosts: If it is 
marvelous in the sight of the remnant of 
this people in those days, should it also be 
marvelous in my sight, declares the 
LORD of hosts? (Zechariah 3:6 ESV)

● Yahweh’s goodness to his people will delight him
● “It is as difficult to believe the promises as it is to take seriously the threats of judgment” - Joyce 

Baldwin



east and west
Thus says the LORD of hosts: Behold, I 
will save my people from the east country 
and from the west country, and I will 
bring them to dwell in the midst of 
Jerusalem. And they shall be my people, 
and I will be their God, in faithfulness 
and in righteousness.” (Zechariah 8:7-8 
ESV)

● save them and bring them back to Jerusalem
● my people … their God

○ faithfulness
○ righteousness



hands be strong
Thus says the LORD of hosts: “Let your 
hands be strong, you who in these days 
have been hearing these words from the 
mouth of the prophets who were present 
on the day that the foundation of the 
house of the LORD of hosts was laid, that 
the temple might be built. For before 
those days there was no wage for man or 
any wage for beast, neither was there any 
safety from the foe for him who went out 
or came in, for I set every man against his 
neighbor. (Zechariah 3:9-10 ESV)

● hands be strong
○ confident in the words they have received

■ Haggai and Zechariah
● foundation … laid

○ already experienced some of God’s promise
● before the foundation

○ poverty
○ danger from outside the community
○ danger from within the community



former days
But now I will not deal with the remnant 
of this people as in the former days, 
declares the LORD of hosts. For there 
shall be a sowing of peace. The vine shall 
give its fruit, and the ground shall give its 
produce, and the heavens shall give their 
dew. And I will cause the remnant of this 
people to possess all these things. And as 
you have been a byword of cursing among 
the nations, O house of Judah and house 
of Israel, so will I save you, and you shall 
be a blessing. Fear not, but let your hands 
be strong.” (Zechariah 8:11-13 ESV)

● covenant blessing restored
○ peace
○ bounty

● cursed by the nations
○ blessing to the nations

15 And the angel of the LORD called to Abraham a second time from heaven 16 and said, “By myself I have 
sworn, declares the LORD, because you have done this and have not withheld your son, your only son, 17 I will 
surely bless you, and I will surely multiply your offspring as the stars of heaven and as the sand that is on the 
seashore. And your offspring shall possess the gate of his enemies, 18 and in your offspring shall all the nations 
of the earth be blessed, because you have obeyed my voice.” (Genesis 22:15-18 ESV)



you shall do
For thus says the LORD of hosts: “As I 
purposed to bring disaster to you when 
your fathers provoked me to wrath, and I 
did not relent, says the LORD of hosts, so 
again have I purposed in these days to 
bring good to Jerusalem and to the house 
of Judah; fear not. These are the things 
that you shall do: Speak the truth to one 
another; render in your gates judgments 
that are true and make for peace; do not 
devise evil in your hearts against one 
another, and love no false oath, for all 
these things I hate, declares the LORD.” 
(Zechariah 8:14-17 ESV)

● brought wrath
○ bring good

● fear not
● response

○ speak truth
○ true judgments
○ make for peace
○ do not devise evil
○ love no false oath.

● because of what Yahweh has done, do nothing Yahweh hates



fasts
And the word of the LORD of hosts came 
to me, saying, “Thus says the LORD of 
hosts: The fast of the fourth month and 
the fast of the fifth and the fast of the 
seventh and the fast of the tenth shall be 
to the house of Judah seasons of joy and 
gladness and cheerful feasts. Therefore 
love truth and peace. (Zechariah 8:18-19 
ESV)

● fasts
○ fourth month - Jerusalem breached
○ fifth month - temple destruction
○ seventh month - murder of Gedaliah
○ tenth month - beginning of the siege by Nebuchadnezzar

● question answered
○ seasons of joy and gladness
○ cheerful feasts

● therefore
○ love truth and peac



nations
“Thus says the LORD of hosts: Peoples 
shall yet come, even the inhabitants of 
many cities. The inhabitants of one city 
shall go to another, saying, ‘Let us go at 
once to entreat the favor of the LORD and 
to seek the LORD of hosts; I myself am 
going.’ Many peoples and strong nations 
shall come to seek the LORD of hosts in 
Jerusalem and to entreat the favor of the 
LORD. Thus says the LORD of hosts: In 
those days ten men from the nations of 
every tongue shall take hold of the robe of 
a Jew, saying, ‘Let us go with you, for we 
have heard that God is with you.’” 
(Zechariah 8:20-23 ESV)

● blessing to the nations

16 Now the eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the mountain 
to which Jesus had directed them. 17 And when they saw 
him they worshiped him, but some doubted. 18 And Jesus 
came and said to them, “All authority in heaven and on earth 
has been given to me. 19 Go therefore and make disciples of 
all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of 
the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20 teaching them to observe 
all that I have commanded you. And behold, I am with you 
always, to the end of the age.” (Matthew 28:16-20 ESV)


