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TRUTH CONFIRMED BY A MIRACLE
Acts 3:1-11

There is one aspect of Jesus’s ministry that nearly everyone who
knows anything about Jesus agree on. He did miracles. When the
Apostle John wrote about the life of Jesus, he often (being under
inspiration of the Holy Spirit) highlighted the fact that Jesus proved
He was divine by offering miraculous, confirming signs. Consider for
example, the confession of Nicodemus. John wrote, This man came
to Jesus by night and said to him, “Rabbi, we know that you are a
teacher come from God, for no one can do these signs that you do
unless God is with him” (John 3:2).

At times when Jesus argued His deity to the Pharisees, He
appealed to the miracles they had witnessed.  Jesus answered them,
“I told you, and you do not believe. The works that I do in my
Father’s name bear witness about me” (John 10:25). He also said,
“If I am not doing the works of my Father, then do not believe me;
but if I do them, even though you do not believe me, believe the
works, that you may know and understand that the Father is in me
and I am in the Father” (John 10:37-38).

Jesus even appealed to His closest followers to trust in Him
based on the miracles that He did. He admonished them, “Believe me
that I am in the Father and the Father is in me, or else believe on
account of the works themselves” (John 14:11).

So important were the miracles to draw attention to Jesus’s
ministry and to confirm that He was the Son of God in the flesh that
John concluded, Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of
the disciples, which are not written in this book; but these are written
so that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and
that by believing you may have life in his name (John 20:30-31).
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Jesus trained men like John, Peter, and James and the other
apostles to continue His ministry after He, having completed the
purchase of salvation, ascended to the Heavenly Father. He told them
on more than one occasion that they were to be His witnesses to
testify to the truth about the work He accomplished. They were to tell
the good news, the gospel. Jesus also promised that they too would
be endued with unique power by the Holy Spirit. Jesus promised that
they, being empowered by God the Holy Spirit, would also
experience miraculous power. In the context of promising the Holy
Spirit Jesus said, “Truly, truly, I say to you, whoever believes in me
will also do the works that I do; and greater works than these will he
do, because I am going to the Father” (John 14:12).

Preaching the gospel accompanied by miraculous, inexplicable
deeds was a unique hallmark of the early Church. God ordained that
such should be the character of the establishment of His grand work.
The purpose of miraculous signs has always been to call attention to
God’s special work. That is why the early church experienced
miracles fairly regularly beginning with the astounding arrival of the
Holy Spirit. 

That is also why we, the modern Church, do not experience
miracles. Confirming signs are no longer necessary. We have the
unique and powerful Word of God accompanied by the convicting,
teaching power of the Holy Spirit. Paul taught the new believers in
Thessalonica that their changed lives was God’s confirming sign of
His power to save. We have the same indication in our setting. The
miracle of a changed life is sufficient to draw attention to God’s
regenerating work in the former sinner’s life.

A Common Setting (vv.1-3).

As the Church began to settle into a new normal, Christ’s
witnesses went to the temple. Now Peter and John were going up to
the temple at the hour of prayer, the ninth hour (v.1). Obviously, the
temple was still central in the lives of Christ’s witnesses. Peter’s and
John’s attendance at this particular time was not surprising. 

God required the sacrifice of a lamb each morning and each
evening. The law required: Now this is what you shall offer on the
altar: two lambs a year old day by day regularly. One lamb you shall
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offer in the morning, and the other lamb you shall offer at twilight
(Exodus 29:38-39). This offering was to continue through all
generations (Exodus 29:42). The Lord promised to meet His people
at this altar of sacrifice each morning and evening (29:43). It was an
offerings for sin in that God promised to sanctify His people in it
(v.43). It was to be a reminder that God promised to be their God and
that He would dwell among them who He brought out of Egypt
(vv.45-46). All of those points in God’s law for this daily offering
created a wonderful setting in which God would bring glory to
Himself.

However, and only too obviously, the people and the leaders
had for the most part forgotten much of God’s law and promises.
Nevertheless, it seems that the 9:00 and 3:00 sacrifice was still taking
place.

We remember from Jesus’s teaching that the temple was God’s
house of prayer. Peter and John went to the temple during the second
hour of prayer (3:00 pm). They were still welcome in God’s house.
By the time Jesus ascended to heaven, He and His followers had
already been pretty much rejected in the synagogues. Nevertheless,
we read that as the Church began, the members of the Body of Christ
still gathered at the temple to pray and praise God regularly (2:46).

But even that was about to change. It wasn’t that the followers
of Jesus were breaking God’s law about prayer, praise, and worship.
In fact, they were more in line with God’s requirements than the self-
appointed temple authorities were. Remember that Jesus firmly
admonished and corrected this problem twice. Luke told us, And he
entered the temple and began to drive out those who sold, saying to
them, “It is written, ‘My house shall be a house of prayer,’ but you
have made it a den of robbers” (Luke 19:45-46). We find a similar
statement from John regarding the earlier temple cleansing at the
beginning of Jesus’s ministry (John 2:12-16). The precedent is
significant. True followers of Christ still desire to meet together
where other God-fearing, devout people are gathered.

As Peter and John arrived in the temple area, they discovered a
needy man who asked for help. The man was needy because, like all
of us people, he manifested the effects of sin. Luke told us that he
was a man lame from birth (v.2a). There in the setting where one
might expect to find the presence of God, based on the law of Moses,
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there was evidence of sin. Of course, maybe the greater evidence of
sin was that the temple system was thoroughly corrupt.

In spite of the sin and corruption of the leaders, Peter and John
still went to the temple to pray at the designated hour for prayer and
communion with God. And there, at that very time, they came face to
face with the reminder of Satan’s work. God did not create Adam and
Eve in His image with problems, deficiencies, birth defects. Things
like the inability to walk are an indication that God’s perfect creation
is marred. This man was incapacitated through no fault of his own. It
wasn’t that he had been foolish or irresponsible and caused himself
much harm. The man was born incapacitated, incapable of being
whole like God had created Adam.

The picture reminds us of our own spiritual condition at birth.
God originally created our first parents without a trace of sin. Because
Satan deceived them, they disobeyed God and brought sin upon each
of us. Therefore, we are born in sin, brought into this world opposed
to God, offensive to God, missing His standard of righteousness. And
it is not unusual to find people in various states of such spiritual
deficiencies gathering in the place of God’s presence. We sometimes
forget Jesus’s promise, “For where two or three are gathered in my
name, there am I among them” (Matthew 18:20). When the
spiritually incapacitated show up, do we have anything to offer them?
And what do we offer for our own spiritual sustenance and growth?

Victims of sin need help. That is obvious from the fact that a
man lame from birth was being carried (v.2b). The victim of sin was
carried by those who were concerned for him. We are not told who
carried the man or what relationship they had to him. It is obvious
that they felt some obligation to help the helpless. That is God’s
character and instruction as He reveals it throughout Scripture. He
requires special concern and care for the widow, the orphan, the
sojourner, and obviously the physically afflicted. Because each of
these groups of people are defenseless, incapable of providing for
themselves, and without recourse in the face of difficulty.

What a picture that is of how sin incapacitates us. We are born
in sin. Sin puts us at odds with our Creator. We did not choose to be
born with this condition, but because of the condition we do choose
to offend our Creator more and more. What can we do to change it?
Nothing! We are dead in our sins, we are blind, we are unable to
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make our spiritual condition better. Like Job ruminated about, we
cannot walk into God’s presence and demand that He like us in our
pitiful condition. We need help. We are most to be pitied. 

The people who cared placed the victim of sin where he would
be obvious to others who cared. He was a lame man whom they laid
daily at the gate of the temple that is called the Beautiful Gate to ask
alms of those entering the temple (v.2c). Why didn’t the caretakers
lay the man near the local amphitheater? Or maybe there were times
they took the man to the market place. But maybe the helpers thought
it was more likely that people hanging around the house of God, the
house of prayer, would be more likely to help.

The man would spend the day, or part of the day, asking alms.
The Greek word for alms gives us the English word eleemosynary,
which speaks of something beneficial or a charity. It is a fitting word
in that the man needed a gift, something he could not possibly earn.
It is also a fitting picture of salvation, the gift of eternal life through
faith in Jesus Christ who alone won it. That is the ultimate picture of
“alms.” 

The victim asked for help from guys he didn’t know. Seeing
Peter and John about to go into the temple, he asked to receive alms
(v.3). What a coincidence that the care-givers showed up with the
needy man at the same time that God’s messengers showed up to
pray! There is no such thing as coincidence in God’s plan. Everything
is ordered and arranged by divine fiat. The man with the need had to
be in that place at that time because God sent the men with the
provision. Surely there were a lot of disabled, needy beggars scattered
all over Jerusalem that day. Why this man?  Why these
circumstances? What was God doing? What was God’s plan? In a
word, God’s plan was the glory of His Son Jesus Christ.

An Uncommon Validation (vv.4-11).

Christ’s witnesses made an unexpected offer to the very needy
man at the gate. He was no doubt expecting gifts from passing kinds
of things. And Peter directed his gaze at him, as did John, and said,
“Look at us.” And he fixed his attention on them, expecting to receive
something from them (vv.4-5). 
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The wording is full of anticipation, like something was about to
happen. This was not a common, boring, “two ships passing in the
night” kind of thing. The way that Peter and John stared at that needy
man should have been a harbinger of something to come. The Greek
word for gaze gives us the English “attention.” But it means more
than just paying attention. It is more like they were transfixed on the
man. Luke used the same word in 1:9 to describe how the apostles
stood slack jawed, staring into the sky as Jesus ascended. In this
situation, Peter and John commanded the needy man to look at them.
And he fixed his attention on them (different word from v.4)
expecting to receive a gift.

Not to disappoint, but Christ’s witnesses offer more valuable
things. But Peter said, “I have no silver and gold, but what I do have
I give to you” (v.6). You can tell that Peter and John were evangelists
because they had no silver or gold! Probably the needy man
wondered what kind of game the witnesses were up to. The good
news is that they were ready and willing to give freely. What they had
to give was so much more valuable because silver and gold would not
remove the source of the problem for the man.

We need to picture ourselves like this. Even if we did have
silver and gold, that is not what we are going to offer freely. We
know better than to offer passing material solutions to eternal
spiritual problems. We have the gift that surpasses all value to share.

Having gained the needy man’s attention, Christ did a miracle
for the glory of His own name. Hear the wonderful and very
unexpected command from Peter. “In the name of Jesus Christ of
Nazareth, rise up and walk!” (v.6b). If anyone was nearby listening,
they would have been dumbfounded. 

But, notice that the astonishing command is attached to Jesus.
Jesus of Nazareth quickly became the identification point for the
Church. Peter drove home that point in the application part of his first
sermon. He said, “Men of Israel, hear these words: Jesus of
Nazareth, a man attested to you by God with mighty works and
wonders and signs that God did through him in your midst, as you
yourselves know – ” (Acts 2:22). Witnesses for Jesus Christ tie
everything in life to Him. And so it was when the people and
authorities press for an explanation for why the lame man was healed,
“Let it be known to all of you and to all the people of Israel that by
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the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, whom you crucified, whom God
raised from the dead – by him this man is standing before you well”
(Acts 4:10).

In the same way, Stephen was awarded the honor of being the
first martyr in the Church because he focused on the character, work,
and power of Jesus Christ of Nazareth (Acts 6:14). Saul the
persecutor was convinced that the whole “Jesus Christ of Nazareth”
thing was heresy and was violently opposed to it, until this same
Jesus confronted him on the road to Damascus (Acts 26:9; 22:8). 

Commanding something in the name of Jesus Christ invokes
everything about His character. Peter was calling into account, calling
everyone to witness Jesus Christ’s deity, power, reputation and
promises. The witness of the gospel is all about Jesus Christ. The
miracle to call attention to the gospel is all about Jesus Christ. We
who have been forgiven know that only through the name of Jesus
Christ can sins be forgiven and we can be reconciled to God. We have
learned, “And there is salvation in no one else, for there is no other
name under heaven given among men by which we must be saved”
(Acts 4:12).

And yet the needy man had no reason to expect anything special
on the basis of the name of Jesus of Nazareth. Who or what was Jesus
of Nazareth to him? Jesus had been a controversial rabble-rouser
according to this man’s religious leaders and authorities. Had they
and the Romans not recently executed this Jesus in humiliation? Was
not this Jesus’s body in a tomb somewhere? Where is the hope in
that?

Gladly Christ’s miracle of healing did not depend on that man’s
faith. In an astonishing result, Jesus made the needy man strong
immediately.  And he took him by the right hand and raised him up,
and immediately his feet and ankles were made strong (v.7). Notice
that Peter did not give the needy man any opportunity to respond.
Sometimes even Jesus posed the question and gave opportunity for
the needy person to affirm his desire. In this case, the messenger of
Jesus simply gave the command for the guy to stand up and walk.
Then taking him by the hand before the man could argue or refuse,
Peter pulled him to his feet.

Beyond any question or doubt, a miracle happened.
Immediately the man’s feet and ankles were made strong. The
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problem was in his feet and ankles, not his head or arms or hands or
mouth. Jesus fixed the problem. The man didn’t even need to pray a
particular prayer or recite a mantra. By human assessment, Someone
or something somehow put strength in the powerless ankles and feet.
We know that the power was Jesus the Great Physician.

This is the same kind of miracle that happens to each of us who
trust Jesus Christ as Savior. We cannot rouse ourselves from spiritual
death. We cannot open our own spiritually blind eyes. We cannot
forgive our own sins—but Jesus can and does. He fixes the source of
the problem, our sinful, spiritually dead hearts.

As a result of Christ’s grace on the lame man, the restored man
praised God. And leaping up he stood and began to walk, and entered
the temple with them, walking and leaping and praising God (v.8).
That the man leapt up was a good indication of the thorough job of
healing Jesus did. Clearly the man was delighted and quickly ran
down the street to the nearest bar to celebrate. No, he did not! God the
Son had healed the man and so the man testified to God the Son’s
power. Peter had clearly testified about Jesus making the man know
that he was healed through Jesus. Therefore, when the man was
healed, he went into the house of God leaping and praising God for
the miraculous change in his life. 

Does it seem apparent that we expect a person who is healed
from a physical ailment to be more appreciative for the change than
a person who is healed of spiritual death unto eternal life? Not many
people seem to respond with this much enthusiasm when they are
relieved from the guilt of sin.

Another response to this miracle is that the people affirmed the
work of Christ. Everyone saw the change. The text is clear that all the
people saw him walking and praising God (v.9). Everyone who was
hanging out in the temple area saw the man walking and making a bit
of a spectacle of himself. Did they know at first who it was? Did they
first wonder what was wrong with this guy? We are all quite
convinced that we need to praise God quietly and reservedly for
saving us for eternity. 

Everyone recognized the changed man. They recognized him as
the one who sat at the Beautiful Gate of the temple, asking for alms
(v.10). The man had a reputation for sitting at the Gate begging for
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help. The man had a public reputation for being a victim of sin in a
physical sense. 

This is much the same picture we see when a person who is
notoriously sinful is overwhelmed by God’s grace, born again, and
set free from his sins. Sometimes people are skeptical of such radical
change.

Recently I read about a political figure who had gone to jail for
committing crime. For several years this man had established a
reputation for being a ruthless politician who would stop at nothing
to destroy his adversaries. After a few weeks in prison, the fellow
claimed that he was changed because He had come to know Christ as
His Savior and was forgiven of his sins. The reporter of the story was
dubious. His response was, “Sure, this guy got religion just like
Chuck Colson did.” But Chuck Colson really was born again in
prison. He went to jail for the part he played in Richard Nixon’s
corruption. It is true that Colson was also ruthless. But it is also true
that he was genuinely born again and for the rest of his life he lived
to be a witness for Jesus Christ.

In the temple courts that day, everyone saw and everyone was
filled with wonder. People were amazed at what Christ had done. And
they were filled with wonder and amazement at what had happened
to him (v.10b). It is so easy for people to dismiss a spiritual change in
a person’s life as, “He got religion.” It is a bit harder to deny that the
man who had laid at the gate begging for kindness was now up and
jumping and praising God. Nevertheless, our change from spiritual
death to eternal life ought to be noticeable. 

And when the change is noticeable, people gathered. While he
clung to Peter and John, all the people ran together to them in the
portico called Solomon’s, astounded (v.11). The old saying is, “If the
church catches fire, people will come to see it burn.” It is also true
that when our testimony, our witness of new life in Christ is genuine
it becomes obvious and infectious. 

In our natural, sinful condition we are spiritually as
incapacitated as the man who was laid at the Gate Beautiful every
day. But Jesus Christ of Nazareth who won our salvation and
forgiveness from sin hears us when we cry out for help from Him.
When He overwhelms us with His grace and gives us new life and
reconciliation with God, our witness of that event should be clear. 
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