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    Hebrews 1:4-2:4 
 

Hebrews 1:4 – “having become as much superior to angels as the name he has inherited is 

more excellent than theirs.” 

 
1. “better” is used 13 times in Hebrews comparing Christ and the New Covenant with the 

previous dispensations. 

2. Jesus’ superiority to angels is pointed out here for at least two reasons: 

a. The final message from God came from his Son. The previous covenant of Moses was 

mediated by angels to Moses (see 2:2 and Jewish teaching) 

b. The next age will be ruled by the Son, not angels. This age involves the rulership of 

angels: 

i. Deuteronomy 32:8 – “When the Most High gave to the nations their inheritance, 

when he divided mankind, he fixed the borders of the peoples according to the 

number of the sons of God (angels).” 

ii. Daniel 10:20-21 – “Then he said, “Do you know why I have come to you? But 

now I will return to fight against the prince of Persia; and when I go out, behold, 

the prince of Greece will come. But I will tell you what is inscribed in the book of 

truth: there is none who contends by my side against these except Michael, your 

prince.” 

iii. Ephesians 3:10 – “so that through the church the manifold wisdom of God might 

now be made known to the rulers and authorities in the heavenly places.” 

iv. Ephesians 6  

3. The exaltation of the Son to the right hand of God in 1:3 makes it clear he is superior to the 

angels. 

4. “his name” is “the Son” which separates him from the angels in several ways: 

a. Creation 

b. Inheritance 
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c. Rulership 

5. “Inherited” in the phrase “as the name he has inherited” can be confusing if only reading this 

verse. 

a. A false concept would be that the position of “Son” has never been filled before or the 

title was recently created after the resurrection and ascension of Christ. 

b. The Son has always been “the Son” since eternity. 

i. We see the Son and his title “the Son” already existing in the Gospels before the 

death, resurrection and ascension.  

1. Hebrews 5:8 – “Although he was a son, he learned obedience through 

what he suffered.” 

2. Hebrews 5:5 – “  

3. Hebrews 1:2 – “in these last days he has spoken to us by his Son, whom 

he appointed the heir of all things, through whom also he created the 

world.” 

4. Matthew 3:17 – “and behold, a voice from heaven said, “This is my 

beloved Son, with whom I am well pleased.” (Also Mark1:11; Luke 3:2) 

5. Matthew 17:5 – “He was still speaking when, behold, a bright cloud 

overshadowed them, and a voice from the cloud said, ‘This is my beloved 

Son, with whom I am well pleased; listen to him.” 

6. Luke 9:35 – “And a voice came out of the cloud, saying, ‘This is my Son, 

my Chosen One; listen to him!” 

7. 2 Peter 1:17, - “For when he received honor and glory from God, the 

Father, and the voice was borne to him by the Majestic Glory, ‘This is my 

beloved Son, with whom I am well pleased.” 

8. Matthew 16:16 – “Simon Peter replied, “You are the Christ, the Son of the 

living God.”  

9. Luke 1:31-35 – “And behold, you will conceive in your womb and bear a 

son, and you shall call his name Jesus. He will be great and will be called 

the Son of the Most High. And the Lord God will give to him the throne of 

his father David, and he will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and of 

his kingdom there will be no end.” 

And Mary said to the angel, “How will this be, since I am a virgin?” 

And the angel answered her, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the 

power of the Most High will overshadow you; therefore the child to be born 

will be called holy—the Son of God.” 

10. John 5:22-23 – “For the Father judges no one, but has given all judgment 

to the Son, that all may honor the Son, just as they honor the Father. 

Whoever does not honor the Son does not honor the Father who sent him. 

11. Matthew 2:15 – “ (from Hosea 11:1) 

ii. We see the Son and his title “the Son” already existing in the Old Testament: 

1. Psalm 2:7, 12 – “I will tell of the decree: The Lord said to me, “You are my 

Son; today I have begotten you….Kiss the Son, lest he be angry, and you 

perish in the way, for his wrath is quickly kindled. Blessed are all who take 

refuge in him.” 

2. 2 Samuel 7:12, 14, 16 – “When your days are fulfilled and you lie down 

with your fathers, I will raise up your offspring after you, who shall come 
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from your body, and I will establish his kingdom.  

13- He shall build a house for my name, and I will establish the throne of 

his kingdom forever.  

14- I will be to him a father, and he shall be to me a son. When he 

commits iniquity, I will discipline him with the rod of men, with the stripes 

of the sons of men,  

15- but my steadfast love will not depart from him, as I took it from Saul, 

whom I put away from before you.  

16- And your house and your kingdom shall be made sure forever before 

me. Your throne shall be established forever.’” 

3. Proverbs 30:4 – “Who has ascended to heaven and come down? Who 

has gathered the wind in his fists? Who has wrapped up the waters in a 

garment? Who has established all the ends of the earth? What is his 

name, and what is his son’s name? Surely you know! 

a. John 1:1-5 – “ 

b. Colossians 1:13-17 – “ 

c. Hebrews 1:3 – “ 

4. Isaiah 7:14 – “Therefore the Lord himself will give you a sign. Behold, the 

virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and shall call his name Immanuel.” 

a. Matthew 1:23 – “ 

b. Matthew 1:18-25 – “ 

5. Isaiah 9:6 – “For to us a child is born, to us a son is given; and the 

government shall be upon his shoulder, and his name shall be called 

Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 

6. Micah 5:1-3 – “Now muster your troops, O daughter[b] of troops; siege is 

laid against us; with a rod they strike the judge of Israel on the cheek. But 

you, O Bethlehem Ephrathah, who are too little to be among the clans of 

Judah, from you shall come forth for me one who is to be ruler in Israel, 

whose coming forth is from of old, from ancient days. Therefore he shall 

give them up until the time when she who is in labor has given birth; then 

the rest of his brothers shall return to the people of Israel.” 

iii. Importance of “the Son” in Christianity and forever: 

1. John 20:30-31 – “Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of the 

disciples, which are not written in this book; 31 but these are written so 

that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that by 

believing you may have life in his name. 

2. 1 John 2:22-23 – “Who is the liar but he who denies that Jesus is the 

Christ? This is the antichrist, he who denies the Father and the Son. 23 

No one who denies the Son has the Father. Whoever confesses the Son 

has the Father also.” 

3. 1 John 5:9-13 – “If we receive the testimony of men, the testimony of God 

is greater, for this is the testimony of God that he has borne concerning 

his Son. Whoever believes in the Son of God has the testimony in himself. 

Whoever does not believe God has made him a liar, because he has not 

believed in the testimony that God has borne concerning his Son. And this 

is the testimony, that God gave us eternal life, and this life is in his Son. 
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Whoever has the Son has life; whoever does not have the Son of God 

does not have life. I write these things to you who believe in the name of 

the Son of God, that you may know that you have eternal life. 

4. Acts 13:33-34 –“this he has fulfilled to us their children by raising Jesus, 

as also it is written in the second Psalm, 

        “‘You are my Son, 

                today I have begotten you.’ 

And as for the fact that he raised him from the dead, no more to return to 

corruption, he has spoken in this way, 

           “‘I will give you the holy and sure blessings of David.’ ” 

  

 

Hebrews 1:5-14  

 presents 7 quotes from the Old Testament (5 of them from Psalms) 

 1:5-14 begins the first major section of the letter to the Hebrews that extends from 1:5-4:16 

ending with the author asking his readers to have “confidence to “draw near” or to go to “the 

throne of grace” (4:16) in their times of need instead of rejecting the Son for some other form 

of religion or self-atonement. 

 There may have been a sect within Judaism that overstepped the scriptural bounds of 

angelology. This may have been seen in the Qumran Community with the Dead Sea Scrolls 

and definitely is seen in the city of Colossae in Paul’s letter to the Colossians : 

“Let no one disqualify you, insisting on asceticism and worship of angels, going on in detail 

about visions, puffed up without reason by his sensuous mind, and not holding fast to the Head 

(the Son), from whom the whole body, nourished and knit together through its joints and 

ligaments, grows with a growth that is from God.” 

 The teaching points in 1:5-14: 

1. 1:5 – The name “Son” belongs to the Messiah and it never belonged to the angels. The 

Son is going to become the man who is the King from the line of David 

2. 1:6 – When the Son comes into the world “again” (the 2nd time, the Second Coming) his 

role as the King with the iron scepter ruling the nations from the throne of David will 

begin. At that time all the angels will worship him in his heavenly glory. 

3. 1:7-9 – Angels are servants with temporary and changing assignments. The Son is 

eternal and unchanging (immutable). His service results in a throne that will last forever.  

4. 1:10-12 – The King will remain the same with unending years, but the things he created 

will perish and be changed including the universe. 

5. 1:13-14 – God the Father is himself working out the plan to serve the Son who has been 

asked to sit at God’s right hand. But, angels are only allowed to stand in God’s 

presence prepared to be sent on their next mission. At this time while the Son is sitting 

and waiting the angels are still being sent out to serve the people who are the heirs of 

the Son’s work of salvation. 

  

 

1:5 – “For to which of the angels did God ever say,  

“You are my Son, today I have begotten you”?  

Or again,  

“I will be to him a father, and he shall be to me a son”? 



5 
 

 
1. First Quote: “You are my Son, today I have begotten you”  

a. From Psalm 2:7  

i. May be the royal coronation text of a coronation liturgy used when a king of 

Judah was seated on the Davidic throne. 

ii. Used to assure the new king that his position would assure him victory over his 

enemies. 

b. These words were soon understood to refer to the Messiah who would be one of the 

Sons of David 

i. Gabriel recognized this in Luke 1:32:  

“And the angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with 

God.  And behold, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you shall 

call his name Jesus.  He will be great and will be called the Son of the Most High. 

And the Lord God will give to him the throne of his father David,  and he will reign 

over the house of Jacob forever, and of his kingdom there will be no end.” – Luke 

1:30-33 

ii. The voice from heaven at Jesus Baptism quotes Psalm 2:7 “You are my Son” 

and, even in some texts, “You are my Son; today I have begotten you.” – Luke 

3:22 

iii. Acts 13:33 

iv. Acts 4:25-28 

c. “Today” 

i. The eternal Sonship of the Christ is not referred to as beginning, but is always 

understood to be eternal. 

ii. The “Today” is referring to the eternal Son entering into his role as the Messiah, 

the Son of Man, and heir of all he has created. 

iii. “Today” refers to the finished work of the Messiah who has eternally been the 

Son. 

d. Romans 1:4 – “and was declared to be the Son of God in power according to the Spirit 

of holiness by his resurrection from the dead, Jesus Christ our Lord” 

2. Second Quote: “I will be to him a father, and he shall be to me a son.” 

a. This is from 2 Samuel 7:14 where Nathan responds to David’s desire to build the 

Temple 
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b. Solomon did build the temple, but the prophecy looks past Solomon to the Messiah, or 

when the Son of God becomes the Son of David. Solomon did not fulfill this prophecy in 

totality.  

c. This Son of David is later described in these verses: 

i. Micah 5:2-4 – “ 

ii. Isaiah 9:6 – “ 

iii. Isaiah 55:4 –  

iv. Ezekiel 21:27 –“ 

v. Zechariah 9:9 – “ 

d. The Qumran community recorded in the text of the Dead Sea Scrolls found in cave 4 a 

more developed text of 2 Samule 7:11-14 – “The LORD declares to you that he will 

build you a house; and I will raise up your seed after you, and I will establish the throne 

of his kingdom forever. I will be his father, and he shall be my son” with the following 

comment “He is the shoot of David, who is to arise with the Expounder of the Law…in 

Zion in the last days.” 

1:6 – “And again, when he brings the firstborn into the world, he says,  

“Let all God’s angels worship him.” 

 
1. Third Quote: “Let all God’s angels worship him.” From Psalm 97:7 or Deuteronomy 32:43 

a. John 5:23 – “that all may honor the Son, even as they honor the Father.” 

2. “Again” 

a. When the Lord brings his firstborn into the world the second time, or the Second 

Coming 

b. Merely a reference to another verse that supports the authors point 

3. “Firstborn” 

a. Identified as firstborn because he has existed before al creation 

b. All creation is the Son’s heritage 

c. “Psalm 89:27 – “I will make him the firstborn, the highest of the kings of the earth. 

 

1:7 – “Of the angels he says,  

“He makes his angels winds, and his ministers a flame of fire.” 
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1. Fourth quote – “He makes his angels winds, and his ministers a flame of fire.” From Psalm 

104:4 

a. This compares the eternal nature of the Son to the temporal role of angels 

b. The Hebrew text says: “Who makes winds his messengers; Flames of fire his 

ministers.” 

c. The Hebrew text is referring to God using the natural elements to achieve his purpose 

d. The thought is the angels are using the natural elements to achieve God’s purpose 

e. One other interpretation from other Hebrew thought is that God changes angels into the 

elements his needs for him to fulfill his purpose 

f. The point is that the Son is eternal and unchanging. He is the creator of these temporal, 

changeable servants. This is what the next verse proves. 

 

1:8 – “But of the Son he says,  

“Your throne, O God, is forever and ever, the scepter of uprightness is the scepter of your 

kingdom.” 

 
 

1. Fifth quote – “Your throne, O God, is forever and ever, the scepter of uprightness is the 

scepter of your kingdom.” From Psalm 45:6 
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a. This establishes the eternal throne and ultimate reality (righteousness) of the Son’s 

kingdom 

b. The key reason given here for the eternal endurance is that the Son’s character 

(Righteousness) is a perfect base of rulership for eternity. Righteousness is Reality. 

This thought continues in the next verse. 

c. The Father calls the Son God, “Of the Son he (Father) says, “Your (Son) throne, O God 

(Son)…” 

d. This was likely used originally of the king being seated on the throne of David, a throne 

established by God to fulfill God’s purpose. The King of Judah would be referred to as 

“god” since he was representing God’s rulership and the future Messiah. 

1:9 – “You have loved righteousness and hated wickedness; therefore God, your God, has 

anointed you with the oil of gladness beyond your companions.” 

 
1. The fifth quote continues from Psalm 45:6-7 -  

“Your throne, O God, is forever and ever. 

The scepter of your kingdom is a scepter of uprightness; 

you have loved righteousness and hated wickedness. 

Therefore God, your God, has anointed you 

 with the oil of gladness beyond your companions” 

a. “Joy” or “gladness” is the execution of righteousness which includes punishing the 

wicked 

b. This is the “joy” of Hebrews 12:1-3 -  

“Therefore, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses, let us also lay 

aside every weight, and sin which clings so closely, and let us run with endurance the 

race that is set before us, looking to Jesus, the founder and perfecter of our faith, who 

for the joy that was set before him endured the cross, despising the shame, and is 

seated at the right hand of the throne of God. 

Consider him who endured from sinners such hostility against himself, so that you may 

not grow weary or fainthearted.” 

c. “Companions” are the members of the Son’s family. These are the believers who also 

receive joy, but not to the extent of the Son’s joy. 

i. Hebrews 2:10 –“ 

ii. Hebrews 2:11 – “ 

iii. Hebrews 3:14 – “ 
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1:10 – “And,  

“You, Lord, laid the foundation of the earth in the beginning, and the heavens are the work of 

your hands;” 

 
 

 

1:11 – “they will perish, but you remain; they will all wear out like a garment,” 

 
 

 

1:12 – “like a robe you will roll them up, like a garment they will be changed. But you are the 

same, and your years will have no end.” 

 
 

 

1:13 – “And to which of the angels has he ever said,  

“Sit at my right hand until I make your enemies a footstool for your feet”?” 
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1:14 – “Are they not all ministering spirits sent out to serve for the sake of those who are to 

inherit salvation?” 

 
 

 

2:1 – “Therefore we must pay much closer attention to what we have heard, lest we drift away 

from it.” 
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2:2 – “For since the message declared by angels proved to be reliable, and every 

transgression or disobedience received a just retribution,” 

 
 

 

2:3 – “how shall we escape if we neglect such a great salvation? It was declared at first by the 

Lord, and it was attested to us by those who heard,” 
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2:4 – “while God also bore witness by signs and wonders and various miracles and by gifts of 

the Holy Spirit distributed according to his will.” 

 
 

 


