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                                       David's Gracious Kindness to Mephibosheth 

 

Call to Worship: Psalm 32:1-2                                                    Hymn Insert- His Robes for Mine 

1st Scripture: Ephesians 1:1-14                         Hymn #400- Come Thou Fount of Every Blessing 

2nd Scripture: 2 Samuel 9                                        Hymn #453- O The Deep Deep Love of Jesus 

 

 

Introduction: 

 Last time, we considered the Davidic administration, which contained, that cabinet of 

individuals, who helped aid David in securing a prosperous reign.  And we saw that the general 

atmosphere of David's reign, was an atmosphere, where just judgment and justice were 

exercised.  Though imperfect, overall, David was a good and faithful king. 

 This morning, we move on to see that David was not only a just and righteous king, but 

furthermore, he was also a gracious king.  Here, we find an unusual and exemplary act of grace, 

proceeding from the heart of David, which brings David into a class of his own, leading him to 

reflect the incomprehensible glory of the Lord Jesus Christ!  It is a small, foreshadowing; a taste, 

as it were, of something far greater to come, in the eternal reign of David's Greater Son!    

 

I. David's Desire to Show Kindness to Saul's House  (vs. 1) 

 "Now David said, 'Is there still anyone who is left of the house of Saul, that I may show 

him kindness ("Chesed"; "Covenant faithfulness") for Jonathan's sake?" (vs. 1) 

 Now brethren, before we move beyond verse one, I want us to note a few important 

observations, concerning the nature of David's heart, here revealed by his actions: 

 1) Recognize again the ongoing outward focus of David's heart.  We have seen this 

numerous times already, in the "life of David," and I just want to highlight again, the consistency 

of this godly virtue.  Recently, we had just observed how David thought to bring the ark to 

Jerusalem, when Saul had not so much as a single thought of the ark, throughout the entirety of 

his reign.  And then, David was concerned that the ark was confounded to a tent, while he dwelt 

in a beautiful house of cedar.  Now, David concerns himself with the house of Saul, for the sake 

of Jonathan.  It could have been very easy for David to keep Jonathan out of mind, since he has 

long since, been out of sight, from the time that he died with his father and other brothers, in the 

battle against the Philistines.  But David remembered Jonathan.  David had thoughts of others!  

He took the time, often, to lay his own interests aside, so that he might consider the interests of 
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others...even the interests of the dead!  And here, unaware of Jonathan's son, David is willing to 

bless someone from the house of Saul in general (Saul, who has caused David, no small amount 

of grief and hardship).  Again brethren, David here emulates a Christ-like virtue, unveiling the 

nature of a heart, which has been regenerated and redeemed by God. 

 2) In searching for a means of doing good to the house of Saul, for the sake of Jonathan, 

David was exercising the highest level of faithfulness to his beloved friend of the past.  For 

Jonathan and David covenanted on a few occasions to maintain an unbroken, mutual fellowship 

and commitment to each other (1 Sam. 18:1-4; 20:1-17; 23:14-18).  While Saul was in power, 

Jonathan did all to preserve David.  And David had vowed to do the same, when he should come 

into his kingdom.  And here, David remembers those covenants, but even then, to the degree that 

he positively and proactively searches out, some relative of Jonathan, to whom he could show 

great favor.  David does not sweep their former covenants under the rug of Jonathan's death, nor 

does he consider the least possible means of fulfilling them (perhaps merely maintaining peace 

with Saul's remaining descendants--not "cutting them off"), but rather, he here takes pains to 

fulfill them at the utmost level of possible interpretation and faithfulness (he goes far above and 

beyond the stated covenants).  The following observation, and the remainder of the chapter will 

confirm this. 

 3) Thirdly, and finally, I want you to see that this "kindness," which David desires to 

show a remaining member of Saul's house, is not a mere "act" of kindness.  It, in fact, entails 

much, much more.  In other words, it is not a single act, but rather a certain, covenantal, ongoing 

commitment.  Now, the actual outworking of this "kindness," will confirm this, but the Hebrew 

word, which David uses here, and the way in which he uses this word, confirms the intent, before  

he even finds out about Jonathan's son, Mephibosheth.   

 The Hebrew word for "kindness," used in this text, is the word "Chesed."  And generally 

speaking, the word, "chesed," involves an ongoing, covenantal type of kindness, which is 

consciously and undeservingly, continuously focused and set upon the object of that kindness.  

When describing God's kindness (or "lovingkindess") toward His chosen people, this is the word, 

which is used to reference it.  And so, especially when dealing with God, the word carries a lot of 

weight, encapsulating the ideas of mercy, grace, lovingkindness, covenant faithfulness...etc, all 

of which are directed toward God's unworthy and yet, chosen people.  [Illustration: the kindness 
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you might show a foreigner versus the kindness you would show a son--more relational, focused, 

ongoing and fixed] 

 Now, one might say, "Okay, that sufficiently describes the 'chesed' of God, but that does 

not necessarily translate into the 'chesed' of man."  That is a good point, but notice that David 

uses this term two other times in this section, and one of those times carries with it a "divine" 

qualifier."  [Read verse 7, and then verse 3--emphasize "of God"].  And so, brethren, this is 

critical, because it greatly confirms and solidifies the proper use of this section, as a means of 

pointing us to the incomprehensible "chesed," which God shows His beloved elect children, in 

Christ!  I hope you can understand then, the importance of laying this foundation, before 

considering the remaining content of this chapter!    

 Suffice it then, to say for now, brethren, that David's desire here, was a further 

confirmation of the outward focus of his heart, a tremendous testimony to the height of his 

integrity and faithfulness to Jonathan, and a living reflection of the type of mercy/grace that God 

shows toward unworthy sinners.  

 

II. David's Gracious Kindness to Mephibosheth 

 Following David's expressed desire to show kindness to someone left in Saul's house, for 

the sake of Jonathan, a servant of the house of Saul, named Ziba, is brought before David.  And 

David then asks Ziba, if there is anyone left in the house of Saul, to whom he can show the 

kindness of God.  And in verse 3, we are given Ziba's response: 

 "There is still a son of Jonathan who is lame in his feet."  It must have been a great 

surprise for David to find out, not only that there was someone left in Saul's house, but 

furthermore, that Jonathan himself, had a son, who was still alive!  But, we are further told that 

this son, whose name is Mephibosheth, was lame in his feet.  In fact, we were given the story 

behind his crippling disability, back in chapter 4:4, where we were told, "Jonathan, Saul’s son, 

had a son who was lame in his feet. He was five years old when the news about Saul and 

Jonathan came from Jezreel; and his nurse took him up and fled. And it happened, as she made 

haste to flee, that he fell and became lame. His name was Mephibosheth."  And so, 

Mephibosheth, at age 5, became lame, when he was fleeing, following the Philistine defeat of his 

father, his brothers and the army of Israel.  Apparently, when he fell, he probably hit his head, 

causing him to permanently lose the use of his feet.  
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 Needless to say, should David choose to show "chesed" to Mephibosheth, he would be 

doing it for a person, who was a cripple, and who was probably not highly esteemed by most 

people; pitied yes, but not highly esteemed.  Mephibosheth was not, at any point, even a possible 

consideration for Israel's throne, although he would have had that natural right, as a son of 

Jonathan (Saul's oldest son).  In fact, Mephibosheth's personal sense of uselessness and lack of 

real worth is confirmed, when he responds to David's expressed desire to show him "chesed." 

 And so, David sends for Mephibosheth, who was staying "in the house of Machir the son 

of Ammiel, in Lo Debar" (vs. 5).  When Mephibosheth then appears before David, we are told 

that he humbly and reverently falls down on his face before David; prostrate before the king.  

While this was an act of reverence toward royalty, we might imagine that Mephibosheth was 

concerned about the nature of David's purpose for calling him there.  It was not uncommon for 

the ruler of a new dynasty to eradicate the remains of a former dynasty.  And considering the 

way in which Saul had treated David, one might all the more, naturally expect David to execute 

judgment upon Mephibosheth, because of Saul's great sins.   

 However, after David calls for Mephibosheth, and Mephibosheth humbly and fearfully 

responds, "Here is your servant," Mephibosheth was probably greatly surprised, by that which 

David would say next.  In verse 7, we are told, "So David said to him, “Do not fear, for I will 

surely show you kindness ("chesed") for Jonathan your father’s sake, and will restore to you all 

the land of Saul your grandfather; and you shall eat bread at my table continually.”  

            Notice, after seeking to alleviate his fear, David vows to show Mephibosheth "chesed" 

(for the sake of his father Jonathan) in two very specific, ongoing ways: First, he would restore 

all of Saul's land to him (all that Saul possessed, before he lost the battle with the Philistines).  

This was a tremendous financial and material blessing.  And second, he would cause 

Mephibosheth to eat with the king (and his family) continually.  In other words, he would give 

Mephibosheth the royal privilege of being treated like the king's son!  Mephibosheth, the lame 

cripple, of the house of a former ungodly king, would be given the great and high honor, of 

continually dining with the king! 

 Now Mephibosheth can hardly grasp this!  He cannot comprehend or even begin to 

understand why David would show him such undeserved favor.  It just doesn't make sense!  
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Notice, his response in verse 8, "Then he bowed himself, and said, “What is your servant, that 

you should look upon such a dead dog as I?”  "Who am I that you should show such 'chesed' to 

me?  Why would you even look upon such a 'dead dog'; such a useless one as I?  I have nothing 

to offer in return.  I can render no service in return.  I am a worthless cripple from the house of 

my grandfather, Saul.  Why me?"  [Reminds me a little of the response that David had toward 

God, when God had covenanted with David to give him an eternal royal dynasty..."Who am I, O 

Lord GOD? And what is my house, that You have brought me this far?"  Well, I guess it makes 

sense, because David wanted to show Mephibosheth the "chesed" of God."] [Note also, David 

responding to Saul, giving so much attention to seeking to find and destroy David--- 1 Samuel 

24:14- "After whom has the king of Israel come out?  Whom do you pursue?  A dead dog?  A 

flea?" and 1 Samuel 26:20b- "For the king of Israel has come out to seek a flea."  It is a matter of 

insignificance and lack of worth...etc.] 

 And so, David makes arrangements, through Ziba, ensuring that he and his sons and his 

servants, would work the land for Mephibosheth, while Mephibosheth enjoyed unfettered access 

to King David's table.  Notice, the repetitive (and escalating) emphasis placed on the latter 

blessing: 

 "And you shall eat bread at my table continually" (vs. 7). 

 "But Mephibosheth your master's son shall eat bread at my table always" (vs. 10). 

 "'As for Mephibosheth,' said the king, 'he shall eat at my table like one of the king's sons" 

(vs. 11). 

 And so, the "chesed" of David toward Mephibosheth, in this regard, unfolds in time and 

space, and we are given the general summary statement, "So Mephibosheth dwelt in Jerusalem, 

for he ate continually at the king's table.  And he was lame in both his feet" (vs. 13).  In other 

words, David never reneged on his word.  Though Mephibosheth remained a cripple, David kept 

his promise.  His word did not fail, at anytime, in spite of Mephibosheth's permanent handicap.   

 And furthermore, we are told in verse 12, that Mephibosheth had a son named Micha, 

who would also receive the benefits of the land, given Mephibosheth, by David.  And 

interestingly enough, by the grace of God, even in spite of Saul's great sins, God secures a seed 

for Jonathan, through Mephibosheth's son Micha.  Micha's genealogy is found in 1 Chronicles 

8:34-40.  Saul's line continues through the seed of a lame man!   



 

 6 of 8 

 

III. Closing Thought 

 Brethren, as we prepare to take the Lord's Supper this morning, I want to leave you with 

the opening up of one closing thought.  While, there are probably several applications, which can 

be taken from this text, I want to place all of the emphasis on one, glorious application, and I 

want nothing else to interfere with that, as we prepare to take the Supper together.  

 Brethren, see the finite, and yet, profound reflection of God's "chesed" (His covenant love 

and kindness toward us), reflected in the "chesed" of David toward Mephibosheth.  Notice some 

profound illustrative similarities, as we work toward a summary conclusion: 

 1a) Mephibosheth would have naturally fallen under the curse of Saul, with the 

expectation of suffering the same fate as Saul. 

 1b) We naturally fall under the curse of Adam, with the expectation of suffering the same 

fate as Adam. 

 2a) From a physical standpoint, Mephibosheth was a helpless cripple, incapable of 

walking or standing on his own two feet.  His physical disease was naturally incurable. 

 2b) From a spiritual standpoint, we are all helpless cripples, incapable of walking or 

functioning in anyway that is pleasing to God.  Our spiritual disease (sin) is naturally incurable. 

 3a) David searches for a descendant of Saul, to whom he can show "chesed" (David 

pursues Mephibosheth).  He hears of Mephibosheth and sends for him.  Mephobosheth has no 

idea that he will be the object of David's "chesed." 

 3b) God searches for descendants of Adam to whom He can show "chesed" (He pursues 

us).  He specifically chooses and seeks out, an elect people, upon whom, He will set His 

covenant love.  We have no idea before hand, that we will be the object of God's "chesed."   

 4a) Standing before David, Mephibosheth was given over to fear, expecting that David 

might harm him, because Mephibosheth was part of a rebellious former dynasty. 

 4b) Standing before God, we are naturally given over to fear, expecting that God might 

harm and destroy us because we are part of a rebellious, lost race. 

 5a) Rather than destroy Mephibosheth, for the sake of Jonathan, David determines to 

show "chesed" (the covenant lovingkindness of God) to Mephibosheth.  He remembers his 

covenant with Jonathan! 
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 5b) Rather than destroy us, for the sake of Christ, God determines to show "chesed" (His 

own covenant lovingkindness) to us.  He remembers His covenant with Christ! 

 6a) David has determined to give Mephibosheth all of Saul's land. 

 6b) God has determined to give us all of the heavenly Promised Land.  [We also inherit 

the earth- Matt. 5] 

 7a) David has ordered that Mephibosheth be welcomed, continually to his table, to dine 

with him always.  Three times, this is reiterated, so as to establish the certainty of the 

promise!Mephibosheth is treated like a son of the king! 

 7b) God has ordered that we would be welcomed to His feasting table, to dine with Him 

always, in glory!  This promise is reiterated several times in Scripture, so as to establish the 

certainty of the promise!  We are called "children of the Living God! 

 8a) David comes through on his promise!  Mephibosheth moves into Jerusalem, the City 

of David, and eats continually at David's table!  

 8b) God will come through on His promise!  We will move into the Heavenly Jerusalem, 

the eternal City of God, and we will dine with Christ forever!  

 9a) Mephibosheth is overwhelmed by the incomprehensible act of grace and kindness of 

David, because he sees himself at equal worth with a "dead dog."  He has nothing whatsoever to 

offer David, and can only prove to be a dependent consumer, as it were. 

 9b) We are overwhelmed by the incomprehensible act of grace and kindness of God, 

because we know that we are unworthy wretches/sinners.  We have nothing whatsoever to offer 

God, and can only prove to be dependent consumers of His grace, continually. 

 

Conclusion:  Brethren, David was a man after God's own heart.  Here is one of the instances, 

where we can, at least, in some finite sense, view a glimmer of the heart of God, through David!  

And I ask you, don't you love and cherish what you see!  And this is only a glimmer!  For, these 

tiny rays are but fractional elements of the glorious Son/Sun of God!  

 Make no mistake about it, brethren, as terribly wicked as we naturally are, God actually 

delights in redeeming, rescuing, forgiving, cleansing, sanctifying, glorifying and loving us!  The 

Lord Jesus said that, rather than begrudgingly saving us, it was the Father's good pleasure to give 

us the Kingdom of God!  It is absolutely incomprehensible and yet, so wonderfully glorious at 

the same time, is it not?!  The Creator of this world has a heart full of grace; this majestic, 
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wonderful virtue, which delights in rescuing and saving and loving and adopting, undeserving 

sinners!  And He cannot compromise His own glory and holiness!  His holiness is what adds an 

eternal weight of more splendor to this package, because holiness must, by its very nature, 

repulse evil!  But He embraces us!  Not by way of compromise, but in and by His Son!  We are 

accepted and loved in the Beloved!  God would go so far as to incarnate His own Son in the 

tissue of human flesh; causing Him to take on humanity in every sense of the reality, so that He 

might deposit our sins in Him, and crucify Him, and make Him the object of all of the righteous 

wrath that we deserve, so that we might become the blessed and wholly accepted, righteous, 

children of God in Him!  The infinite whip of God's wrath, crushed Christ, so that we might 

receive the infinite embrace of His love and grace, forever!  Oh brethren, take that to the table 

with you this morning!  Revel in it, and cherish your blessed and eternally Beloved, Triune God!   

 

AMEN!!! 

 

The Lord's Supper!!! 


