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James 1:17-18 17  Every good gift and every perfect gift is from above, and cometh 
down from the Father of lights, with whom is no variableness, neither shadow of 
turning. 18  Of his own will begat he us with the word of truth, that we should be a 
kind of firstfruits of his creatures. !
17a Every good gift and every perfect gift is from above !
Strongs: Every (all/complete/whole) good (benefit) gift (giving) and every (same word) 
perfect (complete/completeness) gift (bestowment) is from above (first/anew/
beginning/top).  !
Every good thing is a gift. Every good thing is complete when it is given. Every gift, 
that is the whole of what is good and perfect, comes anew from the top, that is, it 
comes from God. !
17b and cometh down from the Father of lights, with whom is no 
variableness, neither shadow of turning. !

1 John 1:5  This then is the message which we have heard of him, and declare unto you, 
that God is light, and in him is no darkness at all.  !
Numbers 23:19  God is not a man, that he should lie; neither the son of man, that he 
should repent: hath he said, and shall he not do it? or hath he spoken, and shall 
he not make it good? (Also 1 Samuel 15:29) !
Isaiah 46:10  Declaring the end from the beginning, and from ancient times the things 
that are not yet done, saying, My counsel shall stand, and I will do all my pleasure: !
Malachi 3:6  For I am the LORD, I change not; therefore ye sons of Jacob are not 
consumed. !
Hebrews 13:8  Jesus Christ the same yesterday, and to day, and for ever. !

God by his nature (pure and holy light) cannot but give what is good and perfect. 
Jesus Christ, because he is God, is the same. !
What then are the gifts of God? !
• The Earth: Deuteronomy 4:40 …the earth, which the LORD thy God giveth thee… 
• Wealth: Deuteronomy 8:18 …it is he that giveth thee power to get wealth… 
• Rest and Safety: Deuteronomy 12:10 …he giveth you rest from all your enemies round 

about, so that ye dwell in safety…  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• Government: Deuteronomy 16:18 Judges and officers…which the LORD thy God 
giveth thee… 

• Rain: Job 5:10 Who giveth rain… 
• Understanding: Job 32:8 …the Almighty giveth them understanding… 
• Songs: Job 35:10 …God my maker, who giveth songs in the night… 
• Rights: Job 36:6 He…giveth right to the poor. 
• Food: Job 36:31 …he giveth meat in abundance. (Animals too: Psalm 147:9) 
• Deliverance: Psalm 18:50 Great deliverance giveth he… 
• Strength and Power: Psalm 68:35 …the God of Israel is he that giveth strength and 

power… 
• Sleep: Psalm 127:2 …he giveth his beloved sleep. 
• Snow and Frost: Psalm 147:16 He giveth snow…he scattereth the hoarfrost… 
• Wisdom and Knowledge: Proverbs 2:4 …the LORD giveth wisdom…knowledge and 

understanding. 
• Grace: Proverbs 3:34 …he giveth grace… (Also James 4:6 …he giveth more grace…) 
• Joy: Ecclesiastes 2:26 …God giveth…wisdom, and knowledge, and joy… 
• Life: Ecclesiastes 5:18 …all the days of his life, which God giveth him… 
• Power: Isaiah 40:29 He giveth power to the faint… 
• Breath and Spirit: Isaiah 42:5 …he that giveth breath…and spirit… 
• Sun, Moon, and Stars (Light): Jeremiah 31:35 …the LORD, which giveth the sun…the 

moon…the stars… 
• Kingdom of Men: Daniel 4:17 …the most High ruleth in the kingdom of men, and 

giveth it to whomsoever he will… 
• All things: Acts 17:25 …he giveth to all life, and breath, and all things… 
• Growth: 1 Corinthians 3:7 …God that giveth the increase. 
• Enjoyment:  1 Timothy 6:17 …the living God, who giveth us richly all things to enjoy… 

(Also Ecclesiastes 3:13, 5:19) 
• Ministry: 1 Peter 4:11 …the ability which God giveth… !
The list is incomplete. Every good gift is not listed, but the general idea is that every 
thing that we would consider good or beneficial to us proceeds from God. !
There are also spiritual gifts given to men from God by his grace through the Holy 
Ghost. These are the charismatic gifts. !

1 Corinthians 12:3 Wherefore I give you to understand, that no man speaking by the 
Spirit of God calleth Jesus accursed: and that no man can say that Jesus is the 
Lord, but by the Holy Ghost. !
Titus 3:5 Not by works of righteousness which we have done, but according to his 
mercy he saved us, by the washing of regeneration, and renewing of the Holy 
Ghost; !
Romans 12:6-8  6 Having then gifts differing according to the grace that is 
given to us, whether prophecy, let us prophesy according to the proportion of faith; 7  Or 
ministry, let us wait on our ministering: or he that teacheth, on teaching; 8  Or he that 
exhorteth, on exhortation: he that giveth, let him do it with simplicity; he that ruleth, 
with diligence; he that sheweth mercy, with cheerfulness. 
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1 Corinthians 7:7  For I would that all men were even as I myself. But every man hath 
his proper gift of God, one after this manner, and another after that. !
1 Corinthians 12:1-11 1  Now concerning spiritual gifts, brethren, I would not have 
you ignorant. 2  Ye know that ye were Gentiles, carried away unto these dumb idols, even as 
ye were led. 3  Wherefore I give you to understand, that no man speaking by the Spirit of 
God calleth Jesus accursed: and that no man can say that Jesus is the Lord, but by the Holy 
Ghost. 4  Now there are diversities of gifts, but the same Spirit. 5  And there are 
differences of administrations, but the same Lord. 6  And there are diversities of 
operations, but it is the same God which worketh all in all. 7  But the manifestation of 
the Spirit is given to every man to profit withal. 8  For to one is given by the Spirit the 
word of wisdom; to another the word of knowledge by the same Spirit; 9  To another 
faith by the same Spirit; to another the gifts of healing by the same Spirit; 10  To another 
the working of miracles; to another prophecy; to another discerning of spirits; to 
another divers kinds of tongues; to another the interpretation of tongues: 11  But all 
these worketh that one and the selfsame Spirit, dividing to every man severally 
as he will.  !
Ephesians 4:4-16 4  There is one body, and one Spirit, even as ye are called in one 
hope of your calling; 5  One Lord, one faith, one baptism, 6  One God and Father of 
all, who is above all, and through all, and in you all. 7  But unto every one of us is given 
grace according to the measure of the gift of Christ. 8  Wherefore he saith, When he 
ascended up on high, he led captivity captive, and gave gifts unto men. 9  (Now that he 
ascended, what is it but that he also descended first into the lower parts of the earth? 10  He 
that descended is the same also that ascended up far above all heavens, that he might fill all 
things.) 11  And he gave some, apostles; and some, prophets; and some, 
evangelists; and some, pastors and teachers; 12  For the perfecting of the saints, 
for the work of the ministry, for the edifying of the body of Christ: 13  Till we all 
come in the unity of the faith, and of the knowledge of the Son of God, unto a perfect 
man, unto the measure of the stature of the fulness of Christ: 14  That we henceforth be 
no more children, tossed to and fro, and carried about with every wind of doctrine, by the 
sleight of men, and cunning craftiness, whereby they lie in wait to deceive; 15  But speaking 
the truth in love, may grow up into him in all things, which is the head, even Christ: 16  
From whom the whole body fitly joined together and compacted by that which every joint 
supplieth, according to the effectual working in the measure of every part, maketh 
increase of the body unto the edifying of itself in love. !
1 Corinthians 14:12 Even so ye, forasmuch as ye are zealous of spiritual gifts, seek 
that ye may excel to the edifying of the church. !

The charismatic gifts of the Spirit are given by God for the building up of the church. 
The gifts vary significantly, but they are all for that one purpose: to mature the children 
of God within the church body. These gifts must all be used with charity (1 
Corinthians 13) in faith and hope. !
18  Of his own will begat he us with the word of truth, that we should be a 
kind of firstfruits of his creatures. !
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James transitions from the general to the specific. The invariable God who gives every 
good and perfect gift is the God who has redeemed for himself, by himself, a people by 
his Son Jesus Christ. !

2 Corinthians 9:15 Thanks be unto God for his unspeakable gift. !
Gill on verse 15: that exceeding grace of God which was so eminently, largely, and 
freely bestowed on the Corinthians in their effectual calling; or, as some think, Christ 
himself, who is to be sure "the unspeakable gift" of God; who, though his Son, his 
own Son, his only begotten Son, the Son of his love, his Son and heir, yet he gave him to be a 
covenant to the people, the head of his church, the Saviour of sinners, and to be a 
sacrifice in their room and stead: none can tell how great this gift is, which is so 
suitable and seasonable, so large and comprehensive, nor declare the love both 
of the Father and the Son, expressed in it. Thankful we should be for it; and our 
thankfulness should be shown by highly prizing and valuing this gift; by laying the 
whole stress of our salvation on Christ; by ascribing all the glory of it to him; by 
giving up ourselves to him, and to his interest; by walking worthy of him in all well 
pleasing, and by communicating to the support of his cause, and the supply of his poor 
ministers and members. !
Hebrews 11:40  God having provided some better thing for us, that they without us 
should not be made perfect. !

Jesus Christ is the indescribable gift of God, demonstrating God’s unchanging grace. He 
is some better thing. !

Romans 5:12-21 12  Wherefore, as by one man sin entered into the world, and death by 
sin; and so death passed upon all men, for that all have sinned: 13  (For until the law sin was 
in the world: but sin is not imputed when there is no law. 14  Nevertheless death reigned 
from Adam to Moses, even over them that had not sinned after the similitude of Adam's 
transgression, who is the figure of him that was to come. 15  But not as the offence, so also is 
the free gift. For if through the offence of one many be dead, much more the grace of 
God, and the gift by grace, which is by one man, Jesus Christ, hath abounded unto 
many. 16  And not as it was by one that sinned, so is the gift: for the judgment was by one to 
condemnation, but the free gift is of many offences unto justification. 17  For if by 
one man's offence death reigned by one; much more they which receive abundance of 
grace and of the gift of righteousness shall reign in life by one, Jesus Christ.) 18  
Therefore as by the offence of one judgment came upon all men to condemnation; even so 
by the righteousness of one the free gift came upon all men unto justification of 
life. 19  For as by one man's disobedience many were made sinners, so by the obedience of 
one shall many be made righteous. 20  Moreover the law entered, that the offence might 
abound. But where sin abounded, grace did much more abound: 21  That as sin hath reigned 
unto death, even so might grace reign through righteousness unto eternal life by 
Jesus Christ our Lord. !

Summary: Every good and perfect thing is provided by God, both natural and spiritual. 
God provides men the spiritual gifts of the Holy Ghost to edify, exhort, and grow the 
body of Jesus Christ. Jesus Christ is the ultimate gift of God, by God’s grace, resulting in 
eternal life for the elect children of God.
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