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Alright, ladies and gentlemen, I want to call your attention to what is known as our circle 
of concerns, or our prayer sheet. Tonight, it is a lovely shade of salmon, I believe, but I 
want to remind you as always, that do not throw this away when you exit tonight or 
depart. Hopefully you will make this a part of your daily life praying for those that are a 
part of and connected to our fellowship here at First Baptist. I always want to make you 
aware that anything that comes up that you need us to be praying for, please let us know 
as soon as possible so that we can make sure that they are on this list.

As always, a couple of things to remind you of and that is on the back. There is a special 
group of people too in which that I call attention to every week, that is those that are 
serving in the military and those that are serving on the mission field. Please make it a 
point to pray for them in specific on every day as oftentimes more than others face the 
opportunity for physical harm and what we might call spiritual warfare. So that being 
said, please be in prayer for those folks on a regular basis.

Let's pray and we'll get started.

Lord, as we gather tonight, we recognize and understand that even though there are 
situations and people that are heavy on our heart, Lord, what seems difficult to us is easy
to you, what seems like a long shot or just a rare possibility is an everyday opportunity 
for you. So Lord, we come tonight and we pray for ourselves, Lord, help our unbelief. 
Help us, Lord, to trust you more. Help us to believe more. Help us not just to believe but 
to receive your promises and your word, that you're a God of healing and you're a God 
of deliverance and you're a God of restoration. So Lord, all these names and situations 
we place before the foot of your throne and, Lord, not only that you would increase our 
faith but would you move in these lives? Lord, would you move tonight in this room as we
open your word, as we study your word, in particular as we turn to the book of 
Revelation. You told us that if we read it and we study it and we look to your soon return,
that we would be blessed. So Lord, may we receive that blessing tonight not so that we 
might have all the answers or know how everything is going to work out, but believing 
that you have everything in the palm of your hand. It is in the name of Jesus Christ we 
pray. Amen.

Well, tonight I want to welcome you to our Wednesday night Bible study and let you 
know that tonight is going to be just a tad bit different in the sense that we're going to do 
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it in reverse. Normally we begin with a time called Ask Jeff where you have the 
opportunity to ask any question that you want in regards to the Scriptures, Christianity or 
anything else, and then we go into our Bible study which now we're walking through the 
book of Revelation. Tonight, I have made the decision to put those in reverse for this 
reason: the content of which we're going to cover tonight from Revelation 2, I know at 
times we get one of those questions at the end of Ask Jeff that kind of goes a little bit 
long and puts our time squeezed in Revelation. I didn't want to have the opportunity for 
that to occur tonight because I didn't want to just fly through this study because I think it 
is that critical to our understanding of the book of Revelation.

Now just as kind of a recap. Tonight, we're going to be in Revelation 2:8-11 which is 
known as the church at Smyrna, the second of the seven churches of the book of 
Revelation. Just a reminder, as you look at the book of Revelation from 30,000 feet, I've 
kind of put a microscope on it tonight in those first three chapters for you'll see up here 
that beginning in chapter 4, there is a situation, there is an event that takes place where it 
says that he hears a voice as the voice of a trumpet saying, "Come up hither," and we see 
the Apostle John taken supernaturally, given a perspective by God to the things of God 
that rarely has occurred in anybody else's existence. So a door in heaven opens up in 
chapter 4 and then later a door opens up in chapter 19, and in between those two events 
there is this time period that's described very explicitly as what Jesus called in Matthew 
24 the Great Tribulation, the famous seven seals and the vials, the mark of the beast, the 
rise of mystery Babylon, etc.

But before we get to all that, we have these seven churches. We know that the Apostle 
John was on the island of Patmos. We know that he was commissioned to write that 
which was, that which is, and that which is to come, and one of the things that I've been 
sharing with you as we've been walking through this study, is that those seven churches 
are quite possibly more than just seven local congregations in Asia Minor. In fact, as you 
look back on history and you look back in time, we can see that the Lord in the book of 
Revelation may not have just necessarily been telling us what is in the future, but from 
our perspective may also have been communicating what is in the past because the 
language in chapter 1 on the island of Patmos is very similar to the language in chapter 4 
where he hears this voice and he's caught up and he sees these incredible events laid out.

Last week, we looked at the church of Ephesus and we talked about how it was that 
church that had sound doctrine. It tried those which claimed that were apostles and they 
were not, rejected the doctrine of the Nicolaitans, that separation of the clergy and the 
laity. Next week, we're going to talk about the church at Pergamos. Now the church at 
Pergamos means much marriage. We're going to see what happens when the body of 
Christ marries the world. We're going to see what happens when compromise settles in, 
what happens when, as it's going to be described, the church is seated in Satan's seat.

Now as we look at these seven churches, remember there is this ideology, there is this 
possibility that these seven churches represent a walking through time from the ascension
of Jesus Christ to the eventual return of Jesus Christ. Last week was Ephesus, this early 
church, the apostle's sound doctrine. Today, we get to Smyrna. Now the reason I think 
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this is so critical for our understanding is that if we want to look at these seven churches 
as more than just seven local churches, if we want to look at them as potentially 
communicating with us a lesson in history from the ascension of Jesus to the coming 
return of Jesus, I think the church at Smyrna is the key linchpin to this understanding 
because the church of Smyrna is one of only two churches that nothing bad is said about. 
In fact, in four very simple verses, the Lord talks about how great they are. Their works 
are great even though they go through tribulation. They claim they are poor but the Lord 
says they are rich. 

So today we pick it up in chapter 2, verse 8, the church at Smyrna and it says,

8 And unto the angel of the church in Smyrna write; These things saith the
first and the last, which was dead, and is alive; 9 I know thy works, and 
tribulation, and poverty, (but thou art rich) and I know the blasphemy of 
them which say they are Jews, and are not, but are the synagogue of Satan.
10 Fear none of those things which thou shalt suffer: behold, the devil 
shall cast some of you into prison, that ye may be tried; and ye shall have 
tribulation ten days: be thou faithful unto death, and I will give thee a 
crown of life. 11 He that hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit saith 
unto the churches; He that overcometh shall not be hurt of the second 
death. 

Now as we look at this particular church not just in light of its historical context but 
possibly in light of its prophetic context looking back in history, we see a church that is 
persecuted but what we also see is that it begins with a Jewish flavor and it ends with a 
Gentile flavor, and that's exactly what we see in the first couple of centuries of what we 
know as the church of Jesus Christ. The early days of "Christian persecution" happened at
the hands of the Jews, but by the time we find ourselves in the second and the third 
century, it is a full-fledged, as we're going to see in a moment, Roman pagan persecution.
It says there that you'll be tried 10 days. That's exactly the policy that the Roman 
government had to the Christians. We'll discuss it in just a moment. However, it started 
with a Jewish context of persecution.

So tonight as we study the church of Smyrna, I want us to look at the concept of Christian
persecution, the concept of the church of Jesus Christ and that which it has dealt with as 
far as physical, emotional, and ultimately martyrdom as persecution, and is it possible 
tonight that the church of Smyrna gives us a very accurate prophetic picture of what has 
occurred in the past. If that is the case, then we are beginning to build a case that these 
churches aren't just local congregations but they're a picture of how time is going to play 
out leading up to all the events later in the book of Revelation.

Now you may be thinking to yourself, "What is so important about this?" Because as we 
walk through, we're going to discover that the closer we get to Laodicea or in Laodicea, 
the closer we are to the events laid out in the book of Revelation that most of us are most 
interested in studying, and I think we're going to see that we might be closer to that than 
we would necessarily think and/or hope. 
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So that being said, church of Smyrna. What were their characteristics? They were 
faithful. They were persecuted. And they were poor. Now I'll be honest with you, they 
were po'. Y'all know what po' is, right? Po' is you so poor you can't afford the r or the 
second o. I mean, these guys were po'. They were struggling. Well, when those of faith 
are persecuted, it's oftentimes economic persecution, emotional persecution, financial 
persecution, relational persecution and, yes, ultimately physical persecution, but this is 
nothing in a vacuum or isolation. In fact, one of the things I want you to see and I put on 
your outline is persecution was foretold by Jesus. Jesus made it very clear to his church 
that persecution would most likely be the norm. It was a reality in the past. Matthew 5:12 
in the midst of what we know as the Sermon on the Mount, Jesus made a very clear 
statement that the prophets of old had suffered at the hands of persecution. So persecution
was unfortunately a norm for the people of God. Later on in Matthew 10:32, actually it 
should be verse 34, Jesus said, "I came not to send peace but a sword." Even Jesus and 
his apostles experienced some level of persecution throughout the 3 ½ ministry of his 
gospel. In fact, in his very first sermon in Luke 4, once he concluded his message, those 
that listened to it tried to push him off a cliff. I mean, his very first sermon was faced 
with persecution but in John 16:2, Jesus made it very clear that persecution would be a 
norm in the future, in face, he made this statement that, "Those who persecute you 
actually think they're doing God a favor." Now I'm going to step out of Revelation 2 for 
just one brief moment into what we know as current events. The number 1 entity in our 
world that instigate "terroristic persecution type events" believe they're doing God a 
favor. Do you understand that? They're doing it in the name of their god. So the 
methodology has not changed, the identities have.

Now the birth pangs of persecution, always religious in nature. Remember Stephen? 
Stephen was the first Christian martyr in Scripture. Acts 7, I'm sure you're familiar with 
the story. They came upon him, a group of Jewish individuals struggling with his 
newfound faith because he used to be Jewish and now he is Christian. He gives them a 
sermon, tells them basically, "We killed the wrong guy. We should not have killed Jesus 
because he was the Messiah." They get upset. The Bible says they gnash on him with 
their teeth. They yell. They scream. They holler. And we know there in verses 54 through
60 of Acts 7 that Stephen's life was lost physically in an act of Christian martyrdom or 
the first official persecution act that involved death. However, he's not the only one. Peter
experienced a lot of persecution and not just in death. In Acts 4, they're put in prison. In 
Acts 5, they're put in prison. All throughout the book of Acts they're being put in prison 
for the things of God. Then we have Paul. Paul was actually there when Stephen was 
martyred. In fact, when you pick up the story at the end of chapter 7, the beginning of 
chapter 8 of the book of Acts, it says that the garment that Stephen wore was laid at the 
feet of Saul, the one who was on the road to Damascus to persecute the Christians. But 
Paul himself in Acts 12, in Acts 16, experienced a high level persecution. In fact, he 
recounts that three times he was beaten to the point of death, one of them we know they 
drug his body out of the city to bury it thinking he was dead, and he was not.

So high levels of persecution even in the early stages of the church, what we know as the 
book of Acts. We'll see in just a moment that most likely Peter and Paul faced what we 
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know as martyrdom about the same year, about 67 AD. So we're talking about the first 
30-40 years. But now we're going to get to where I put two asterisks on your page. The 
following is oftentimes referred to as the 10 stages of Christian persecution in the early 
church. Now let me be honest with you upfront: don't get too finicky about 10 because as 
you begin to study, you see, well, this guy did some persecution, maybe there was 11, 
this one wasn't that bad, maybe nine. Can we just be honest? Whether it was nine or 11 or
10, it's not good, right? There's a lot of it taking place but we tend to look at this as the 
phases of Christian persecution.

Now back to what's on this board. Ephesus, the church at Ephesus as we read in 
Revelation, not a whole lot of persecution being described in Revelation 2:1-7. Yes, there
was persecution taking place in the early church but nothing compared to what's 
described to the church at Smyrna. In fact, what we see in verses 8 through 11 is that 
everything happening involved persecution. So as we look back as the potential of a 
historical context, here is Smyrna kind of the connecting, the conduit between a church 
that was faithful and true and doctrinally sound and a church that was fully compromised.
In between doctrinal soundness and compromise is the church at Smyrna, and as we're 
going to see in a moment, that the persecution that we saw in the first couple of centuries 
of Christianity was incredibly intense.

Now I've used some stages here. The first one is adolescence of persecution. State 
endorsed. Let me tell you what that means. The state didn't initiate it, the state didn't write
a bill to sign, but the state said if that's what y'all want to do to them, we're going to turn 
our head, okay? Now Claudius was the first guy, and by the way, there's a lot of names 
on here that are very difficult to pronounce and they're even more difficult to spell, just so
you know. But Claudius in 44 AD is the one who allowed the Apostle James to be the 
first apostle to lose his life, but then we come to a guy by the name of Nero. You're 
probably very familiar with Nero because in the year 64, Rome burned. Of the 14 
districts of Rome, 10 of them were either completely or almost completely obliterated by 
the fire and in June 19 of that year, he blamed the Christians for burning Rome. Now 
there is much historical evidence that the Christians had nothing to do with this, but he 
needed somebody to blame because he surely could not be at fault because the Roman 
Caesars, they were a deity, correct? So surely a god-like figure could not make this bad a 
mistake. Let's blame somebody, so let's blame those who are not embracing Roman 
paganism, those that are worshiping, from a Roman perspective, a false god, and so the 
Christians were blamed. You've heard many stories of the first century where Nero and 
others would take the Christians, they would dip them in tar, light them on fire and use 
them as tiki torches for the parades and celebrations. This is the guy that did that. This 
guy was horrific in all capacities. Most likely Peter and Paul were martyred under this 
man's reign. Now there's a big debate in when he left office versus the new guy came in 
but it was all involved. We do know that the imprisonments of Paul came under the rule 
of Nero.

Then we get to a guy by the name of Domitian. Now remember from our first study of 
the book of Revelation, I believe personally that this was the guy who was the leader of 
Rome when the Apostle John was on the island of Patmos. As you see or as we're going 
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to see later with all the events that are described in the future, Domitian was not so much 
known for physical persecution as he was isolation, meaning taking those he disagreed 
with and putting them in a position where they could not impact those who he wanted 
influence over. I have given you a quote tonight that I find hysterically humorous. He 
called Christians inoffensive crackpots. That's what he called us. Now why is that quote 
important? Remember the Apostle John, he was not soaked in tar and lit on fire, he was 
not beheaded, he was not crucified upside down. You say, "Why do you use those 
examples?" Because that's what happened to other apostles. He was banished to the 
island of Patmos, very much falls in line with how Domitian dealt with those he 
disagreed with. He just simply said, "You're a crackpot but you're inoffensive. I'm just 
going to push you to the side."

But then things turned. We go from what I call state endorsed to state sponsored. 
Beginning in the early second century, a man by the name of Trajan turns the tide. He 
was the first person to formally declare Christianity illegal. It was against Roman law to 
be a believer in Jesus Christ. Now Pliny, and I put this on your sheet, Pliny was the 
governor, Trajan was the emperor in those days and a lot of what you'll read about this 
time period, Pliny was the one who actually instituted the law but, of course, Trajan 
endorsed it. Ignatius, who was the bishop of Antioch, was killed in 107 AD under this 
first major wave of state sponsored persecution. You say, "Well, why is that so critical? 
Why is his name important?" Because Antioch is where the Bible tells us they were first 
called Christians. Antioch was that original place where the fervor and the passion of 
Christianity was placed and so it makes sense that if you're going to make it illegal, go to 
the center and take out the one who is known as the headship of the faith that you want to
persecute. And so all that lines up with Trajan and his reign.

When Trajan comes, Trajan goes, there's a guy who shows up by the name of Antoninus 
Pius from 138-161. He stayed the decree against Christians. Why is this critical? Because
he said, "Keep doing it. We're not gonna stop doing it. It's still illegal to be a Christian." 
A man by the name of Polycarp was martyred under his reign. The reason that is 
important is Polycarp has a direct discipleship connection to the Apostle John who the 
Lord gave us the book of Revelation through. So here we have the city of Antioch and the
person of Polycarp in these first two major waves of state sponsored persecution.

Now as we continue with the outline, Marcus Aurelius. Now I put a little parenthesis 
under his name. Those of you that have seen the movie, remember this? Look up here. 
Remember this one right here? And down. Okay, the movie "Gladiator." This is the man 
who was portrayed in the movie "Gladiator" as being the hero of Rome, the one of which 
the character portrayed by Mel Gibson pledged his allegiance to. And you remember that 
he was killed by his son, his son was crazed and took over. You say, "Well, why is that so
significant?" Marcus Aurelius, who was praised in the movie "Gladiator" as being this 
incredible Roman leader, which he was, he made the statement and allowed that 
Christians were eliminated from the marketplace. Now he did not renounce Christianity 
is illegal, he kept it illegal, but Christians were still propagating, and as we'll see in a 
moment, Christianity flourishes under persecution. But now he said, "You're not going to 
be able to buy or sell." Do you remember somebody later in the book of Revelation who 
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tells the believers in Jesus they cannot buy or sell unless they have a certain mark, the 
Antichrist? Marcus Aurelius actually instituted that in about 180 AD. Now Justin Martyr,
another famous early church father was killed during this reign. The reason I've given 
you those names is it just solidifies historically what these guys did and people who we 
know that suffered at the terror of their reign.

Moving on to Septimus Severus. Anybody name their child Severus? No, okay, just 
making sure. He raised the stakes. Not only was Christianity illegal, not only were they 
not allowed to buy and sell, he now said, "If we find you as a Christian, we're going to 
institute the death penalty. If you convert from Roman paganism to Christianity, we are 
going to seek you out and take your life." Now I want you to notice something: do you 
see persecution ramping up in the second 100 years of the church? We've gone from, "Eh,
just go to an island and we hope you die out," to, "If we find you, we're going to take 
your life." Irenaeus and Clement of Alexandria were martyred during his reign.

Emperor Decius in the latter part of the third century, he was the first to issue a general 
decree of persecution. What this meant was that, yes, there was the death penalty still, 
yes, they were banned from the marketplace, but at this point it was a general concept in 
the Roman Empire that Christianity was not to be allowed.

Then we get to Valerian. Valerian only reigned for about seven years but he despised 
Christianity. Two major edicts. The first one in 257 was against the clergy. If you found 
somebody who was a bishop, a pastor, a deacon, what we would call a Sunday school 
teacher, you had the right to take their life at the permission of the state, anybody who 
was a leader in the church. That didn't solve what he wanted done so in 258 he said, "If 
you're just a member of a Christian church, you can take their life without repercussion." 
Cyprian, another famous early church father, was martyred during those seven years.

Then we get to Diocletian. Diocletian is the end of the third century. He was the most 
violent of all the persecutions. His first edict in 303 said, "Burn all the churches and burn 
all the Bibles." Do you notice what's happening? The more they persecuted the church, 
the more the church grew and so they said, "Well, if we can't eliminate them, let's 
eliminate where they meet, let's eliminate their Scriptures," and so they started burning 
everything. That didn't work so later that year, he imprisoned all the clergy that hadn't 
been killed. That didn't work so later that year, he tortured anybody who did not comply. 
And then he started mutilating Christians, making a public example of them. In other 
words, okay, you lose your life, you're buried, you're dead, how about we mutilate you so
you can walk around missing limbs or impaled by things to show people we're not 
messing around here, we really don't like Christians. Do you see the gore and the 
violence that's happening here?

And then finally in 308, Diocletian was no longer the emperor but Galerius Maximus 
came under his tutelage. Bread and wine was poisoned so as to kill the Christians in the 
food and drink that they consumed.
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What you see is by the time you get to 308 AD, what we know as the world, the Roman 
Empire, had done anything humanly possible to eliminate Christianity. Anything. 
However, what we're going to study next week, in 313 AD, they enacted the ultimate 
weapon against Christianity, make it official, make it legal, and take it over. You know 
the old adage, if you can't beat them, join them, and that's exactly what the Romans do in 
313 AD. We're going to study it next week. It's called the Edict of Milan, and when the 
state takes over the church, the church enters a time of compromise and darkness.

Now the reason that I went through all of that history is twofold. 1. If we look at these 
seven churches from a historical perspective and the church of Smyrna being a bridge 
between the faithful church of apostolic doctrine and the compromised church of 
Pergamos, we see an exact picture as described in these four verses in about 250 years of 
history. No other time period in the last 2,000 years can be described as that saturated 
with persecution as that time period. Secondly, I wanted to share all that with you to see, 
so you would see what happens when persecution happens to Christianity because 
oftentimes we think, "Well, persecution eliminates." No, no, no, persecution to 
Christianity is like light to cockroaches, it only reveals how many there really are. 

So I showed you on your sheet five things that happened. 1. The purification of the 
church. Now one thing that's not on your sheet and this is one of the reasons I wanted to 
start at the beginning tonight so we would have some time, is that in these days, the first 
couple centuries, when someone came and said, "I'm a believer in Jesus Christ. I want to 
be baptized." They didn't do like we do today, have a conversation or two, hear one's 
testimony, oftentimes they would wait three years before they would baptize you. You 
say, "Why would they wait three years?" They wanted to make sure you weren't a spy of 
the government because if you were a part of Roman paganism and they baptized you 
and they were there, they had the names and the addresses of everybody who was a part 
of that church and the torture and the violence and the persecution could ensue. Also, 
they oftentimes only baptized on Easter Sunday for multiple reasons. 1. Because it's 
resurrection day. 2. Because the water is actually warm enough so you don't get 
pneumonia. So they also baptized in the nude but I'm not going to talk about that today.

2. Believers had a deeper fellowship with the Lord. Persecution not only prunes but it 
also purifies and makes people more serious about their faith because they have to risk 
their faith when living under the umbrella of persecution.

3. It brought revival. You look not just at the book of Acts but you look at the first three 
centuries of the church of Jesus Christ and one of the things that you'll notice is that many
of the churches did not just have one pastor, this is point 4 in a moment, and they had 
many and here's why, the witness to the Christian hope, the laymen preaching, oftentimes
a church would lose its pastor to martyrdom and then another man would step up and lose
him to martyrdom and another one, and they had to go 8, 9 or 10 deep because they were 
being killed at such a high rate. So when a man signed up to preach the gospel in the 
early church, he was signing himself up for a death sentence. When a man said, "I'm 
willing to serve as a deacon," he said, "I'm willing to have my heard removed from my 
body." When you were willing to lead a ministry, you were willing to allow yourself to 
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die for your faith. Kind of a different picture today, is it not, at least in this culture but in 
a lot of the world this is still the umbrella that they live under. And in this umbrella, 
revival takes place and people rise to the occasion. And finally, the use of their homes for
services. There is a place that's really not that far from here as far as geographical 
mileage is concerned, where it is illegal to be a Christian, that the state says that you 
cannot have more than 12 people meeting in one place, at one time, for any reason. So 
they don't have rooms like this. They don't have structures like this. They have to meet in 
homes because they're forced to meet in homes, and what we discover is when that 
government forces their limitation, it actually allows their multiplication to happen easier.

So persecution, all that the Romans did for the first 300 years of the church to eliminate 
the church, all it did was strengthen the church, purify the church, and make it stronger 
quantitatively and qualitatively which is why when we study Pergamos next week, you're
going to look at why did they make it the official religion, why did they take a religion 
that they hated, why did they take a religion that was against everything that they 
believed and make it the official religion of Rome? Because if you can't beat it, join it, 
and Christianity as an institution becomes compromised and we'll discuss more of that 
next week.

So the church of Smyrna, not only a local congregation of persecution but an incredible 
picture of history of the early church as a bridge between early apostolic faithfulness and 
soon coming compromise. 

Now we're going to transition to our time of Q & A but I want to go ahead and begin. 
Any questions about tonight, Revelation, church of Smyrna, persecution before we go to 
the database? Anything? Yes, ma'am.

[unintelligible] 

You have a question from last week?

[unintelligible] 

Yes, ma'am. 

[unintelligible] 

Yes, we do.

[unintelligible] 

Yes, ma'am.

[unintelligible] 
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What I said was they lost their first love was their passion to share their faith with others, 
what we know as evangelism today; that they had all the right doctrines, all the right 
teachings, they had everything lined up as far as what's right, what's wrong, but they were
not sharing that and passing that on and communicating it to the world around them. 
Does that make sense? It doesn't make sense? 

[unintelligible] 

Well, that's okay. It doesn't have to make sense to you. That's alright. So what do you 
want, what makes sense to you?

[unintelligible] 

Well, the 10 virgins, that's in Matthew 25.

[unintelligible] 

Okay, now you may not realize it but what she has done is opened up a beautiful window 
to what we're talking about tonight. She mentioned the parable of the virgins, okay? This 
is a parable Jesus tells in Matthew 25. Now Matthew 24 and 25 is an eschatalogical 
passage, end times, Olivet Discourse. Jesus is talking about the end of the world, we 
cannot deny that, right? What's interesting about the parable you're mentioning is he says,
"the kingdom of heaven." Now some of you may remember a couple of weeks ago we 
talked about the Bible uses two phrases, the kingdom of heaven, the kingdom of God. 
Heaven is real, material, physical. God is spirit, we must worship him in truth and spirit. I
would advocate that when Jesus comes back in chapter 19 and sits on his throne, that is 
the kingdom of heaven. Heaven has come down. He mentions in that parable that the 
kingdom of heaven is like 10 virgins, that five had their oil, five did not have their oil, 
and there's all kinds of discussion about what the oil is, what the oil isn't. But I think what
we see and we'll see later in Revelation, when you begin to study this time period right 
here, you're either on his side or you're not on his side when he shows up. I don't think 
you can apply that doctrinally to today where you and I are. You're either saved or you're 
not saved, if that makes sense. 

And so when it says they lost their first love, the church at Ephesus, by the way, the term 
church, ekklesia, the called-out, the body, that term is never mentioned in these chapters 
of the book of Revelation. It's only mentioned in this early part. And so you and I are part
of the body of Christ, the church of Jesus Christ, and so losing our first love, our passion 
for the gospel, our passion for evangelism, our passion for the things of God, does not 
mean we've lost our standing with God, which is what you do see with the virgins over 
here. But if you'll hold onto that question for about six more years when we get to this 
part of Revelation, we'll talk about it.

Anybody else on those subject matters before we go to the database? Yes, sir.

[unintelligible] 
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Ah, I mentioned 313. You're getting ahead for next week but that's okay. That's alright. 
313 is what we call the Edict of Milan and that is when the Roman government officially 
declared Christianity the official religion of Rome and it went downhill real fast when 
that happened. And so anytime, in fact, I've got an individual that's been very influential 
in my life who made this statement. He said, now as a believer of Jesus Christ, as a 
church, as a ministry, anything that bears the name of Jesus, okay, as an individual or a 
group. He says and I believe him, he says the more accolades that you're willing to 
receive from the world means the greater compromise you're one day going to have to 
give the world. So when we, the persecuted church, who was tired of getting beat up, I 
mean, tired of running for our lives, said, "Phew, finally we're in charge," what ended up 
happening? Compromise, because what we're going to see when we study the church at 
Pergamos, historically speaking, the governors, the state leaders were naming the pastors 
of the churches, not the congregations. Well, who do you think the state's going to put in 
charge? Whoever is going to advocate what they want them to do. And so no longer was 
it a ministry of the gospel, it was a ministry of the state. But in 313 is when that official 
declaration was made and that is one of those definitive historical lines in the sand.

Anybody else? Revelation stuff? Yes, sir.

[unintelligible] 

You're getting ahead again. Now are you going to get six years ahead like your table mate
over here?

[unintelligible] 

Ah! The question about the papacy. Well, no, though there are those who advocate for the
papacy that claim that Simon Peter was the "first pope," there wasn't actually a pope until
476 AD. So that doesn't take place until later. Now we're going to talk about this next 
week. Historically speaking you're right in this area, absolutely, but it was five centuries, 
it took about 160+ years of compromise before that took place, and in that position of 
what we know as the papacy, the state is not telling the church what to do, the church and
the state at that point are the same entity at that point because whomever that person is, 
he speaks on behalf of both. It's not one telling the other. It is, as Pergamos, ironically is 
named much marriage because marriage according to the book of Ephesians 5, the two 
become one. And so the church at Pergamos, there are two entities, the world and the 
church. They've become one at that point and that's exactly what formally happened in 
476 which would have never happened if that edict had been made in 313. Absolutely 
right. Our history is not necessarily a good history but it is true.

Anything else? Revelation stuff? Whoa, whoa, whoa, whoa, was your hand up or are you 
just.... Okay, go ahead.

[unintelligible] 

Page 11 of 17



For 10 days. Yes, ma'am.

[unintelligible] 

Okay, understand the 10 days. So the Roman government, by the way, we, the United 
States of America, claim to primarily have our government based on the Roman system. 
We have a Senate and we have a House of Representatives, and we have supposedly 
checks and balances and judicial and executive and legislative, very much modeled after 
the Roman Republic, okay? I think we would all agree with that. However, they had a 
different way of prosecuting criminals. In the Roman day, if you were accused of a crime,
there was 10 days to research and investigate that crime and if it was not resolved of 
innocence after 10 days, you were eliminated 10 days later. None of this 40 years in 
prison, three meals a day stuff. You had 10 days to get it solved, alright?

Now again, remember these seven churches, they were all actual historical churches, 
okay? However, as I've shared, I think they also give us a picture of history, not simply 
history, and so the 10 days, what I want you to see is the verse above, those who claim 
they're Jews and are not, it's Jewish. The next verse it's very much Roman that you see 
persecution going from a Jewish religious context to a state context.

Other Revelation stuff before I go to the database? I was fearful that if we started with 
Revelation you'd never get off of it, but you never know. I don't see any hands up so, 
okay, those of you that are first time guests or visitors with us, we are about to do what 
we normally do at the beginning which is where you have the opportunity to ask any 
question you want about anything you want, and amazingly a lot of those questions are 
about Revelation. But I have a database here and you have submitted your questions, 
most of them online, meaning you go to fbcopelika.com/askjeff, you can submit your 
question. As a reminder, if you put your email address with it, you remain anonymous, 
we do not know who you are but you will get a link to tonight's message on video and 
audio once I hit the submit button. Also, no question whether it's handwritten or whether 
it's put into the formal database here electronically, I don't know who you are, you can 
remain anonymous, ask anything you want. However, as you well know, in a moment 
you can raise your hand, ask any question you want, and that being said, you will lose 
your anonymity.

So question 1. If God knew how this world was going to be and the suffering of mankind,
why did he go on and create it? If he was so sorry that he created the world, why did he 
choose to repopulate it with people after the flood? Oh boy. Um, here we go. Now let me 
remind you that this question is a why question. Oftentimes we know the what, the when,
the where, the how, and the who, but oftentimes we don't know the why question. Now 
the question was if God knew all the bad stuff that was going to happen, if he knew that 
humanity was going to fall into sin, if he knew that the world would look like the world 
that it does now, why did he do it? Now allow me, whoever wrote this question, please, 
I'm not insulting your question, let me add to your question, why did he waste his time, is
really what I believe is being asked. Why would he do this if he knew it was going to end
up the way it is? 
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Alright, to answer this question go to John 17. Now John 17 is the garden of Gethsemane.
I want you to see what Jesus says and I want us to notice particularly the wording that he 
uses. John 17. Let me give you the setting. Jesus is in the garden of Gethsemane. I would 
claim that this is the Lord's Prayer. This is the longest recorded prayer of Jesus Christ that
we have in the gospels. He's in the garden of Gethsemane. It is the night before his 
crucifixion. If you parallel this to Matthew 26, Peter, James and John, the three pillars, 
have been brought to the innermost part of the garden. He's asked them to pray with him 
for one hour. He says the Spirit is willing, the flesh is weak. We know that three times 
Jesus goes to pray, three times these guys slept. But in John 17, we have recorded this 
prayer. 

Now I'm going to read the first five verses. It says, "These words spake Jesus, and lifted 
up his eyes to heaven, and said, Father, the hour is come; glorify thy Son, that thy Son 
also may glorify thee: As thou hast given him power over all flesh, that he should give 
eternal life to as many as thou hast given him. And this is life eternal, that they might 
know thee the only true God, and Jesus Christ, whom thou hast sent. I have glorified thee 
on the earth: I have finished the work which thou gavest me to do." Now verse 5 is 
critical to the question that was asked. Let me remind you of the question. If God knew 
how bad things would be and how messed up humanity would make things, why did he 
allow us to be created and to repopulate the earth, in particular after Noah? Verse 5, "And
now, O Father, glorify thou me with thine own self with the glory which I had." Stop 
right there. Jesus says, now this is the only time in the whole chapter that Jesus is asking 
for anything for himself, everything else, let me tell you who he's praying for, he's 
praying for you and he's praying for me. He prays for his disciples. He prays for his 
followers. But in this one verse he only asks one thing, he says, "the glory that I had," 
that means at this current moment he does not possess it, correct? He says, "The one 
thing I desire is the glory that I had with you," read the last statement of verse 5, "before 
the Incarnation? Before the virgin birth? Before my first miracle?" What does he say? 
"Before the world was." Uh-oh. Jesus is stating that he possessed something with the 
Father that he has not possessed since the world was created, that something has 
happened, something is now missing.

Now I don't know whoever asked this question, what your intent of the question was, but 
if you'll allow me to hijack the question for just a moment. I think that this verse, I think 
the question that was asked, answers one of the most critical questions that humanity has.
Now we claim that there are four questions every human has to answer. The first question
is where do we come from? The second question is what went wrong? The third question 
is how do we fix it? And the fourth question is where are we going? Now the Christian 
worldview says we came from God, sin is the problem, Jesus is the answer, you're either 
going to heaven or hell based on Jesus. We've got that. Let me advocate there's a fifth 
question: why are we here? It's great to talk about where we came from but why did he 
even make us in the first place? Was God bored? Did he have nothing better to do? Why?
He says here that there was something missing that had not been present since the world 
was.

Page 13 of 17



Now I want you to think about what was Lucifer's job? What was his entire existence 
supposed to be? His whole purpose was to glorify the Lord. In fact, the Bible says in 
Ezekiel 28, his tabrets were beautiful, his singing, his ability to corporately worship, in 
fact, many times we say he was the first corporate worship leader in the universe. His 
whole existence was to point the creation to the Lord. We know he fell, right? And when 
he fell, according to this verse, the glory which the Lord had once had was no more.

Now I want you to fast forward to Hebrews 12 and then we'll come back. Hebrews 12 
and I'm going to wrap all this up and we'll take your questions. Hebrews 12:2. Verse 1 
talks about all the cloud of witnesses. Chapter 11 is the great Hall of Fame of Faith. 
Verse 2 of Hebrews 12, "Looking unto Jesus the author and finisher of our faith; who for 
the joy that was set before him endured the cross, despising the shame, and is set down at 
the right hand of the throne of God." How could Jesus describe the cross as joyful? 
Because according to John 17:5, there was something that was going to take place that 
had been absent for a very very long time. This response of creation to the Creator, the 
glorification of the Lord from his creation that had been absent for so long is now, 
because of the cross, about to be restored.

Now let me go back to the question. If God knew how bad we were going to mess it up, 
why did he do it? Because, listen, all it took was one person to believe and it replaced the 
one who had departed. All it took was one. Let me remind you of the math of this. 
Genesis 6:8, "But Noah found grace in the eyes of God." All it took was one man who 
was willing to build a boat. Abraham. All it took was one man willing to go to a land he 
knew not of. You go on the line that all the Lord says is all it does is take one. And so 
what I would advocate is even though he knew humanity, because God knows 
everything, was going to mess up, even though he knew we were going to make a debacle
of everything we've ever touched, why did he do it anyway? Because our redemption and
our restoration was the only means of that glory being restored. That is why if at any 
point in your life or somebody you know's life who's ever participated in either the long, 
short, or middle range version of a catechism, the first question is what is the chief 
purpose of man? Does anybody know the answer? To glorify God. John 17:5, "The glory 
that I haven't had since the world was." So why would God go through all the heartache 
of humanity? Why would he go through all the disappointment of humanity? I think Jesus
answered that in John 17.

Any thoughts, questions, concerns, what abouts? Silence. 

[unintelligible] 

Ah, the question is any possibility that he was doing this to provide a bride for his Son? 
Allow me to take your idea and give it a shot of steroids. Is that okay? Alright, here we 
go. So her question about the bride of Christ, the partner of, the marriage partner of 
Christ. Now we know that scripturally speaking the Lord describes himself in Trinitarian 
form. Now that's a very difficult concept for us to grasp. In fact, one of the old original 
theologians of ancient days, a man by the name of Augustine or unless you're very formal
Augustin, however you want to call his name, he wrote a book called "On the Trinity" 
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where he spends about 250 pages trying to describe the Trinity, and in the last paragraph 
says it's impossible to describe the Trinity, you've just got to believe it. That being said, 
Father, Son, Holy Spirit, correct. These three are one according to 1 John 5:7. Genesis 
1:26, "Let Us make man in Our own image." Alright, this isn't a defense of Trinitarian 
theology but let's work with that. There are three in one. Did you know there are only 
three angelic beings who have a name in Scripture? Michael, Gabriel and Lucifer. 

Now let's think about this for just a moment. If we describe the Trinity, let's begin with 
the Father. The Father is seen in an administrative role, correct? After all, Jesus said in 
Matthew 24 when he said basically, "I don't know when the end is, only the Father does."
Matthew 26, "Not my will but yours be done." The angel Michael, the archangel, the 
representative angelically of the people of Israel, is very administrative when you look at 
how he works among humanity. Interesting that the Father of the Trinity and Michael 
seem to parallel in function. Now let's go to Gabriel. Every time Gabriel shows up, what's
he doing? He's communicating, announcing, saying, "Hey." What does the Holy Spirit 
do? Announces. Communicates. Informs. Do you see the parallel? It leaves one aspect of 
the Trinity left. Jesus. What was the one angel that fell? Lucifer. So is it possible that 
though Michael paralleled the Father, Gabriel paralleled the Holy Spirit, Lucifer's job 
was to respond to the Son, maybe not in the form of a bride but in that relationship? 

So what is our role? We, this is why I think it's so important. How many times have you 
as a human being at some point in your life, most likely when you were a teenager, said, 
"Why am I here?" You know, you have what I call the Eeyore syndrome, "Woe is me." 
You know, everything's a problem. "I don't know why I exist. I don't have purpose. I 
don't have this." In fact, we write books all the time about how to have purpose in life. I'll
give you your purpose in life. Are you ready? Your purpose was to fill the greatest 
cosmic gap ever created because when Lucifer fell, the most important role in the 
universe was given avoidance and you and I have the privilege to fill the gap. Now do 
you know why Satan hates you? Do you know why he despises you? Because you now 
have the opportunity to have the role the he left. You have the position that he abdicated. 
You have the authority that he relinquished.

So why do you think when Adam and Eve were in the garden of Eden, why do you think 
the serpent wanted to tempt them? Because one of the things I've learned about sports, if 
you can't beat them, take them out. Isn't that what we see all the time? That's why in 
basketball we have flagrant fouls. That's why in football, does it make sense in football to
have unnecessary roughness? It's a rough sport. But the point of unnecessary roughness is
even beyond what a sport of physical contact should allow because if we realize that we 
cannot beat them, we have a tendency to harm them. When Satan realized his position 
was void, he could not return, it was gone, he wasn't going to let us fill that spot. Do you 
want to know why you have purpose? There it is right there. 

So I don't know if that helps the question. We are called the bride of Christ, we are his 
bride, and so it's a different picture than that original picture because the two shall 
become one, we're considered in his body, so to speak. Did I help at all or did I just....? I 
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did, I just went off on a tangent and I had fun but you didn't get helped at all? But I had 
fun.

Anybody else on this one? Yes, sir.

[unintelligible] 

Okay, now that's a great question. The question is if God knew, or we can't use the word 
because God knows everything, God knew, then why? I do not know. Sorry. 

[unintelligible] 

So what is the purpose of the bride of Christ? The purpose of the bride of Christ, I 
believe, is to, it's bad language so forgive me, is to replace or to fill that void that Jesus 
talked about that's been void for so long, that we have.... Now you remember in the book 
of Ezekiel, Lucifer has the highest position in the economy of the heavenlies and so the 
purpose of the bride of Christ is to glorify, give attention to, and to focus on the person of
Jesus Christ. That is our chief role as the catechism says, that's what our chief purpose of 
man is. It's the highest calling in the universe. To your point, sir, why Lucifer if God 
knew he was going to fall? I don't know and I don't know if anybody... That's one of 
those why questions that I stay up at night late at night pondering and I don't have a clue. 
How's that for honesty? I'm just being honest with you. I don't have a clue.

Anybody else on these fun matters? Anybody? Oh, yes, ma'am.

[unintelligible] 

Yes, ma'am.

[unintelligible] 

Right.

[unintelligible] 

Great question. You couldn't hear because she was of soft voice and it's starting to pour 
outside. The question in regards to Lucifer is, we often, the church, say that we claim 
assurance of faith and I would claim so as well, that those who, for lack of better terms, 
depart from the faith were never a part of the faith, which is based on 1 John 3, it says, 
"those who went out from us were never a part of us." And so the question is did Lucifer 
then not have a true understanding, a true relationship? I think per this man's question 
back here, I think you're looking at two different dynamics because Lucifer is a 
cherubim. Now a cherubim is, I hate to use the phrase, a special class of angelic beings in
Scripture. You have general angels as a whole, you have seraphim, and you have 
cherubim. Cherubim are a unique brand. In fact, the book of Ezekiel mentions that there 
are only five of them, four around the throne of God and one above the throne of God. So
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he's in a very unique position. The difference, I would say, in Lucifer and us is when you 
get to Genesis 1, it says that you and I are created in the image and after the likeness of 
God. You don't see angelic beings described in that context.

Now I want you to know I'm not trying to avoid the question as much as saying I think 
that the angelic relationship with God is so different than the human relationship with 
God that when we see humanity depart from because they were never a part of, I don't 
think we can parallel that to the angelic being because in 2 Peter 2:4 and in Jude verse 6, 
it says, "they left their first estate," whereas you and I, our first estate was a sinful state. 
So we can't leave an estate that we're already in a mess with anyway because you and I 
according to 1 Corinthians 15, thanks to Adam that we all have inherited this thing called 
death. Isn't it wonderful? Yes, we inherited sin and death.

Does that help at all? A little bit? Okay. Anybody else on this one? Nobody else? Alright,
we've got three minutes left. What are the chances that we can answer a question in three 
minutes? Easy?

This is in regards to the lineage of Jesus in Matthew 1. Okay it says regarding Matthew 1,
I've always thought that the lineage of Jesus' earthly father, Joseph, and that his mother, 
Mary's, ancestors are listed in Luke. That is true. The family tree split off at David, one 
side through Solomon, the other through David's son, Nathan. Also, Rahab mentioned as 
the mother of Boaz might have been the same as the hero and Joshua. Okay. Alright, so 
let me ask you, here's what the question is asking, I think, is why do we have two 
different lineages of Jesus, one in the book of Matthew, one in the book of Luke? 

Two main distinctions there, okay? Distinction 1. Matthew begins with David. Isn't that 
interesting? It does not begin chronologically, says the son of David, the son of Abraham,
that he was both what we would call authoritative and relational there, David and 
Abraham. We see the lineage of a king in Matthew. We see the lineage of man in Luke, 
because in Luke it goes all the way back to Adam. So Matthew has a lineage of rulers and
hierarchy, in Luke we have a lineage of just strict chronology and humanity. Matthew is 
the physical lineage of Joseph. Luke is the physical lineage of Mary. And yes, when you 
do the family trees up and up, you will discover that there was a connection because they 
were both from the tribe of Judah. So two very distinct different lineages but with the 
same goal because in Matthew, Jesus is pictured as the Son of God, and in Luke, he is 
pictured as the Son of man. So two different ways to get to the same conclusion but yet 
still under the tribe of Judah.

Bam, three minutes done and won. Any questions?

Alright, so, two things. 1. I know the chances of me pulling another question I can answer
that slim is very slim. 2. In one minute, my son has a playoff basketball game at the 
sports plex and I'm leaving. So, bye. Y'all have a good night.
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