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Discipleship: the Call to Learn 

Jesus on Discipleship pt. 3 

 

Video Clip from the Know the word series: Pluralism 

 

How do you suppose that Christian walked away from that experience?  Help me out.  Give me some words that 

express the feelings he/she might have had?  How motivated do you think they would have been to take some 

kind of class that would equip them better, you know? 

 

Turn in your bibles to Matthew 28:18-20.  A familiar passage to most of us but one to which we must turn over 

and over again.  Its Jesus’ last conversation with his disciples about discipleship.  The title of my message this 

morning is “Discipleship: the call to learn.”  Its #3 in our Jesus on Discipleship series. 

 

Matthew 28:18-20 Then Jesus came to them and said, "All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to 

me. 19Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son 

and of the Holy Spirit, 20and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you. And surely I am with you 

always, to the very end of the age." (NIV)   

 

Make disciples is the command.  But what exactly is a disciple.  Well we’ve learned over the last couple of 

weeks that a disciple is someone who responds decisively to God’s call to follow Christ.  (Choosing relationship 

over religion, eternal over temporal, surrender over control.)  We’ve learned that a disciples denies themselves 

in this world giving preference to Christ’s kingdom, and takes up their cross.   

 

But being a learner or student is at the very heart of what a disciple is. The word translated disciple in Greek 

means learner or student.  So we are to make students of people.  At the very heart of the ministry of the church 

is to reach people (ie. draw them to Christ), Baptize them (ie. enfolding them into Christian community); and 

teach them to conform to values, behaviors, priorities etc. of our master, Jesus Christ. 

 

And that commission was given first to whom?  (the Apostles who were to establish the church, right?)  But lets 

take a moment and look at this from the prospects perspective.  Who’s was the Apostle’s target audience?  

(people of all nations, right) Today, that would be you and me and the whole rest of Reedsburg wouldn’t it?  If 

this were flip flopped and directed at the audience, how would it read? 

 

Be reached for Christ, Be baptized into the Christian Community, and be taught to live and be like Christ.  And 

so for us today who have already been reached and baptized what’s left?  To Learn and Be taught! Right?  This 

is the remaining work of discipleship in our life?  To learn, grow and become like Christ. 

 

But lets distinguish between learning as information gathering and learning as transformation.  For example 

when somebody “learns a lesson”, what do we mean by that?  You haven’t learned anything until information 

produces transformation. Ie information = stoves can be hot, transformation = I don’t touch burners.  Now the 

information was important wasn’t it?  Without the information there is no transformation.   

 

Now there are at least 4 arenas of learning and teaching the scriptures that I can quickly identify that are 

pictured for us in the scripture. 

 

Arena #1: Disciples learn the scriptures in Solitude from the Holy Spirit v  

 

John 14:26 (NASB)  "But the Helper, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in My name, He will teach 

you all things, and bring to your remembrance all that I said to you.  
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Isaiah 50:4 (NASB)  The Lord GOD has given Me the tongue of disciples, That I may know how to sustain the 

weary one with a word. He awakens Me morning by morning, He awakens My ear to listen as a disciple.  

 

CR: Mark 1:35 of Jesus and Luke 10:38-42 Mary sitting at the Lord’s feet listening (The image of discipleship) 

 

The primary way we listen to God is through the scripture in communition with God’s spirit.  The 

transformational affect upon believer who stills themselves before God morning by morning, day after day, year 

after year learning at the feet of Christ is incalculable.  This by far has been the most impactful practice of my 

life.   

 

Friends, nothing can substitute for being alone with God.  Sitting at the feet of Jesus. 

 

Arena #2: Disciples learn the scriptures in their families from their parents 

 

Turn in your bibles to 2 Tim. 3:14-15 This is Paul writing to Timothy his disciple.  And he reminds Timothy of 

how important the teaching he had receive from his parents and grand parents was. 

 

But as for you, continue in what you have learned and have become convinced of, because you know those from 

whom you learned it, 15and how from infancy you have known the holy Scriptures, which are able to make you 

wise for salvation through faith in Christ Jesus. (NIV)   

 

I had a mother and father who taught me right from wrong and by and large modeled responsible living and it 

had a huge positive impact.  My mother read the bible to us at night before bed.  She did her best to impart to us 

the truth of scripture as she understood it.  Its never too late to start giving this to your children.  But you have 

to be a learner yourself .   

 

We do this two ways in our home.  1) Structured teaching ie family devotions.  We have family devotions 

together before the kids leave for school in the morning.   

 

2) Situational teaching - We talk about stuff from the news, from television programs, from movies, from real 

life situations that occur at school and then what God’s word has to say about it.  In fact my line of work 

produces a lot of real life situations that provide a platform to teach and disciple our kids.   

 

Deut. 6:6-7 "And these words, which I am commanding you today, shall be on your heart; 7and you shall teach 

them diligently to your sons and shall talk of them when you sit in your house and when you walk by the way 

and when you lie down and when you rise up. (NASB)   

 

Here is an Example: As we’ve unpacked things from school with the kids we have had discussions about what 

happens when a teacher fails to maintain discipline in the classroom and ultimately rewards bad behavior.  

Somewhere along the line I’d talk about the importance of keeping your word otherwise your word means 

nothing.  And how when you’re a leader or in charge your leadership can either hurt or help everyone else 

around you.  This is all biblical stuff without the references.  Does this information become transformational 

though? 

 

One time my son Aaron was looking after a child at our house.  At one point the child comes and asks aaron to 

help him with something.  This was like the 15
th

 time but Aaron said ok but you need to wait five minutes until 

this show is over.  So the little guy went over and shut the TV off on Aaron.  When Aaron was telling me about 

this I was interested in how he responded to that.  I said, well did do cave?  He said, “No, I went and stood in 

front of the TV for the rest of the show and made him wait.  Then I went and helped him with his thing.”  I told 

Aaron, well done.  What would have happened if you did what he wanted?  Aaron, said, “It would have just 

encouraged him to do that sort of thing more.”   
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I was like, “God, he gets it.  He really gets’ it.”  How many adults today don’t get that very simple principle 

about things like following through on your word, respecting those in authority, and not rewarding bad behavior 

by caving in to childish demands.”  These are basic life-skills that parents pass on their children through 

situational teaching.  Situational teaching makes the bridge from information to transformation clear 

 

Arena #3: Disciples learn the scriptures in groups with one another 

 

Col. 3:16 (NIV)  Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly as you teach and admonish one another with all 

wisdom, and as you sing psalms, hymns and spiritual songs with gratitude in your hearts to God.  

 

It was a balmy May night with no hint of disaster in the moonlit sky, when their neighbor, a pilot, said, 

"Let's take a midnight spin over the lake."  So Phillip, and his wife, Bobbie joined Bob for a ride in the 

little four-seater plane.  Within minutes they had left the runway, climbing into the crystal clear sky.  

Below, the moonlight cast shadows over sleeping Shelbyville.  Phillip saw his parents' house where his 

children were sleeping over.  They could see the law office he shared with his father.  And over there 

was the church where Bobbie and the kids attended.  Phillip didn't go, Sunday was his day to catch up 

on his sleep.  Nobody ever seemed to miss him at church anyway.  

     "Look there!" Bob suddenly shouted. 

     A cloud dropped out of nowhere, a "low scud" suddenly obscuring the moon.  Bob nosed the plane 

downward to stay beneath it. 

     "Better go back," he decided.  Not telling how far the fog extended. 

     Bob began a slow 180-degree turn, descending all the while to keep below the rapidly falling ceiling 

of dense fog.  Phillip could see the runway lights ahead of them. And that's the last he remembers. 

     The nose wheel of the Musketeer hit a power line, flipping the plane over.  Bobbie had been thrown 

from the plane, paralyzed, but alive.  Bob was badly injured.  Phillip was suspended head downward in 

his seat belt, with over 100 bone fractures.  

     Help finally came when the electrical company received calls about the loss of electricity.  It was 1 

and a half hours before the crash was discovered.  The sheriff arrived, not even able to recognize Phillip 

because his face was so swollen. 

     In the hospital, Phillip says his mind was on something other than his injuries.  He describes it as, 

"Something growing, alive--and impossibly huge.  A presence unimaginably vast was somehow with me 

in that tiny space.  More than with me. It was containing me, enfolding me, cradling me.  I was being 

held as a baby is held.” 

     Hours passed.  Doctors bent over, tubes were removed and inserted, and all the while, I was wrapped 

in that bright cocoon I could only call God’s Love. 

     But why should God love me?  God was the only name I could give to the glory that radiated in the 

cubicle.  But I hadn't given God so much as a thought in 30 years. 

     It is not that we loved God, I John 4:10 corrected me, but that He loved us.... 

     Who hath saved us, I recalled too, from II Tim. 1:9, not according to our works, but according to His 

own purpose and grace... 

     Wait a minute.  Where were these verses coming from?  I hadn't opened a bible in years, and I 

certainly had never memorized-- 

     And then Phillip remembered the days as a child in Sunday School and little circle of small red 

chairs, a cluster of children and old Mrs. Wolf with a bible open on her lap.  She drilled them on Bible 

verses, in that circle of little red chairs. 

     The painful days in the ICU dragged on. But above the rattle of instrument carts, Phillip could hear 

Mrs. Wolf's voice:  Fear not....God so loved the world.....Is there anything too hard for Me?  It was 

Sunday School where Phillip had had the word of God drilled in at the foundation level.   

     Today, Phillip's children ask, "Do we have to go to Sunday School?" Phillip always answers, "Yes." 

And so do I. 
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     "It wasn't in law school," he tells them, "that I learned the things in life that really matter, but in a 

circle of little red chairs."   (Story as told by Pastor John McKain): 

 

Acts 2:42-47 (NIV)  (The early church) devoted themselves to the apostles' teaching and to the fellowship, to 

the breaking of bread and to prayer. . . .Every day they continued to meet together in the temple courts. They 

broke bread in their homes and ate together with glad and sincere hearts, 47praising God and enjoying the 

favor of all the people.  

 

This isn’t a lecture format this is a group format because it is bi directional – “teach and admonish one 

another.”  

 

2 Tim. 2:22 (NIV)   Flee the evil desires of youth, and pursue righteousness, faith, love and peace, along with 

those who call on the Lord out of a pure heart.  

 

It’s a community thing. (ACE OPPORTUNITIES) 

 

Arena #4: Disciples learn the scriptures at church from their pastors & teachers 

 

Ephes. 4:11-13 (NIV)  It was he who gave some to be apostles, some to be prophets, some to be evangelists, 

and some to be pastors and teachers, 12to prepare God's people for works of service, so that the body of Christ 

may be built up 13until we all reach unity in the faith and in the knowledge of the Son of God and become 

mature, attaining to the whole measure of the fullness of Christ.  

 

Pastoral teaching and preaching is an instrumental part of God’s plan for growing Christians into spiritual 

maturity. 

One man said to Christian friend of his, “What do you remember about the sermons from last year.  What did 

you learn?”  His friend replied, I’m not really sure.  But I sure do learn a lot.  To which the man replied.  If you 

can’t remember what you’ve learned what’s the point?  You just as well quit going to church and do something 

else.  His friend replied with a question. “What meals do you remember eating last year?  The man thought a 

minute and said, “I don’t remember specifically any of the meals I ate last year.”  To which the Christian friend 

said, “Maybe you should quit eating then.” 

 

Its hard to calculate the impact of hearing the word of God taught week in and week out.  But like a steady diet 

good meals, a steady diet of sound biblical teaching not only provides ongoing spiritual sustenance, there is 

probably a lot of spiritual wisdom you have applied without realizing it that has likely protected you from 

otherwise harsh consequences.   

 

James 1:19-22 (NIV)  My dear brothers, take note of this: Everyone should be quick to listen, slow to speak 

and slow to become angry, 20for man's anger does not bring about the righteous life that God desires. 
21Therefore, get rid of all moral filth and the evil that is so prevalent and humbly accept the word planted in 

you, which can save you. 22Do not merely listen to the word, and so deceive yourselves. Do what it says.  

 

Conclusion:   

 

So a disciple is a learner who learns not for information sake, but for transformation sake.  Now how long is the 

learning phase?  It never ends does it?  

 

When you become a disciple, you become a life long student of the scriptures. It like some of these video 

games.  There is the starting level which opens to higher levels which open to even higher levels.  I remember 

playing a video game with a character named Mario in.  And you could spend days working on level one and 

learning this and that.  And there were little hatches and places you could go but you had to find them.  And as a 
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beginner you may not even know they exist.  And the best way to discover them is to have an advanced player 

show you where they were at.   

 

Then once you got into those compartments, there were other compartment where you could go and rack up 

points or additional lives and stuff.  It was incredible the depth and intricacy that the designers had built into 

those games.   

 

Well it is much that way with God’s word.  The more you learn and apply the lessons of scripture the higher 

you go in life.  You reach levels of living that were far out of reach for you in years past.  If you grow 

complacent you will stagnate and become bored.  But if we keep learning and plummeting the depths of God’s 

word, whole new levels of living get opened up to us. 

 

Let me close with a couple of questions for you.   

First are you teachable? 

Are you spiritually hungry or thirsty?  (if not its likely because your chocked full of information and 

you’ve don’e little with it.) 

Are you discipling as well as being discipled.  It’s a chain that every disciple needs to be a part of. 

 

Which arena needs attention in your life right now.   

Solitude with Holy Spirit 

Being a part of some kind of group bible study, class, or small group? 

Consistent exposure to pulpit teaching and preaching? 

Family Devotions? 

 

To me these are like the 4 spiritual food groups.  Some of us need to make some adjustments in our lives to the 

decision we made once upon a time to be jesus’ disciple.  If that is what you are then learning for transformation 

should be a top priority in your life. 

 

There is no substitute for God’s Word friends.  It is like a plow that churns up fallow ground, brings conviction, 

enlightenment, timely wisdom from above.  You can’t do with out it and keep moving forward on your course 

towards the likeness of Jesus Christ. 

 

Listen to this words by the Apostle John in is 3 letter.  I’ll close with this. 

 

3 John 1:2-4 Dear friend, I pray that you may enjoy good health and that all may go well with you, even as 

your soul is getting along well. 3It gave me great joy to have some brothers come and tell about your 

faithfulness to the truth and how you continue to walk in the truth. 4I have no greater joy than to hear that my 

children are walking in the truth. (NIV)    

 


