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John 4.1-6 

The Divine Pass 

 

 

Aim: for us to see the Divine Providence of God in His Son „having‟ to pass through Samaria. 
 

Scripture Reading: John 4.1-6 

 

 

INTRODUCTION: 

 

In the last 15 years of discipling men I have taken just about every single one of those men 

through the first chapter of Paul‟s letter to Titus.  There‟s a couple of reasons why.  One is to 

teach them how verse by verse exegesis actually works in their own study of the Scriptures; to 

teach them how to hermeneutically read the Bible and study the Bible for themselves.  So 

together we walk through each verse in chapter one of Titus together. 

 

But also in chapter one, if you remember, are the qualifications of an elder that the Holy Spirit 

lays out through the Apostle Paul.  We discuss in detail every characteristic and attribute of what 

an elder in the church must be and how he must live and how he must lead.  I know that not 

every disciple of mine will be an elder, but nevertheless, just because you‟re not an elder does 

not negate the fact that you should strive to live in similar ways.  I mean an elder must be above 

reproach, the husband of one wife, having children who believe, not accused of dissipation or 

rebellion…not self-willed, not quick-tempered, not addicted to wine, not pugnacious, not fond of 

sordid gain, hospitable, loving what is good, sensible, just…you get the point.  Just because 

you‟re not an elder doesn‟t mean you shouldn‟t strive to live with these righteous characteristics 

in your life.  So we take each qualification and we study them and talk about them and learn of 

them.  So that if God calls them to eldership then they will know what this means from God or 

just having the biblical knowledge of what one of those men should be like will serve each of 

them well in their local congregations. 

 

But there‟s one more reason I take them through Titus chapter one.  Because in Titus 1 Paul 

speaks of what it means to be a bond-servant of God and why God has made him an apostle of 

Jesus Christ.  The reason God has made him a bond-servant and an apostle of Jesus Christ is for 

this reason…verse 1 says, “for the faith of those chosen of God.”   
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You see Paul was what he was by God…for the faith of those chosen of God.  He was an 

apostle as a bondservant of God for the growing faith of those who have already had come to 

Christ and also to bring those to faith who had not already come to Christ.   

 

He saw himself as a bond-servant of God for this purpose…for the faith of those chosen of 

God.  So I challenge my guys to think like this.   

 

Why are you a bond-servant of God in the kingdom of God?  Why are you a banker in the 

kingdom of God?  Why are you a carpenter in the kingdom of God?  Why are you a supply chain 

analyst in the kingdom of God?  Why are you a teacher in the kingdom of God?  The answer is 

simple….we have been called out of the kingdom of darkness into God‟s kingdom to be bond-

servants of God.  As bondservants of God each of us have a particular role to play in God‟s 

kingdom now.  God has placed us in that role for this particular reason…for the faith of those 

chosen of God.  You do what you do as a bondservant of God for the faith of those chosen of 

God in your life….period! 

 

Everything that you are and everything that you do and everywhere you go is a job, an 

assignment, and a step in every direction for the faith of those chosen of God.  This is your 

mission.  This is your service in the kingdom of God as a bond-servant of God.  You serve in this 

way for the faith of those chosen of God.  It‟s not luck, it‟s not happenchance, it‟s not karma, 

it‟s not an accident that you do what you do, you live where you live, and you serve how you 

serve. 

 

God has placed you in every situation and in every moment of your life in some way shape or 

form for the faith of those chosen of God; to help grow their faith or to help introduce them to 

faith in Christ.  Period!  That‟s how Paul saw his servant hood to Christ as an apostle of Jesus 

Christ. 

 

So as we providentially step into John chapter four this morning we will notice the same thing is 

true with Jesus.  Jesus leaves a particular place, to go through a particular city in order to meet a 

particular person, but Lord willing, we‟ll have to meet that particular person next time. 
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Let‟s read it together….John 4.1-6.  

 

Title: The Divine Pass 

Aim: for us to see the Divine Providence of God in His Son „having‟ to pass through Samaria.  

 

The Knowledge Of The Lord (v.1) 
 

“Therefore when the Lord knew that the Pharisees had heard that 

Jesus was making and baptizing more disciples than John” 
 

John the Baptist is not totally out of the picture just yet, but he is most definitely fading away and 

is possibly already in prison at this time in chapter four, but that‟s not for certain.  But what the 

Apostle John once again reminds us, in verse 1, is of the intimate knowledge of the Lord that 

He has over all mankind.   

 

Notice that this is what John calls Jesus in verse 1…He calls Him Lord.  Kurios and it meant 

master, superior, and it was the title given to God the Messiah.  It is God the Messiah, the Lord, 

who knew that the Pharisees had heard that He was making and baptizing more disciples 

than John. 

 

Jesus, the Lord, He knew this about the Pharisees.  Do you remember John 2.24-25 (Read)?  

Jesus knew what was in their hearts…He knew all men.  And here in verse 1 Jesus, the Lord, 

God the Messiah knew that the Pharisees had heard that He was out performing John the 

Baptist.  John the Baptist is fading, he‟s losing followers and the crowds are beginning to flock 

to Jesus in greater and greater numbers.  And the Lord knew that the Pharisees had heard this 

and would now turn their attention to Him, who was this other fellow in the countryside, 

preaching and baptizing many people. 

 

What is really remarkable about this small pericope of Scripture is that it both highlights Jesus‟ 

divinity as well as His humanity.  He is both God and Man to the fullest.  As God, He knows 

intimate details regarding the thoughts of men and what they hear which screams to us of His 

divine omniscience.  As Man, we read of the weariness of His body being subjected to traveling 

from one city to the next, which screams to us of His human nature.   
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But in verse 1 we learn that Jesus, the Lord, knew what the Pharisees heard about Him.  He 

knew this.  He had intimate knowledge of what these Pharisees knew about Him, John and all 

the baptisms taking place.   

 

And He must have known that they were now going to turn their attention to Him and try and run 

Him out of town, because all the people were now going out to Him to hear Him teach and to be 

baptized.  So it appears that not only are John the Baptist‟s disciples falling to the temptation of 

jealousy, but now we‟re about to see the Pharisees become jealous of Jesus, the Lord.  We 

know what jealousy turns into when it‟s left unconfessed, unrepented of and unsanctified.  

Jealousy eventually turns to anger and anger leads to murder…either in your heart or with your 

hands.  Jealousy is a wicked sin that results in more wickedness left unchecked before God. 

 

So Jesus, the Lord, knew this about the Pharisees.  How does this kind of knowledge that Jesus 

demonstrated deepen and expand your worship of Him?  How does this kind of knowledge that 

Jesus demonstrated cause you to take great confidence in Him?  This demonstration of divine 

knowledge should deepen our worship of Him, expand our worship of Him, increase our 

confidence in Him.   

 

Jesus, the Lord, knew this about the Pharisees.  And Jesus was baptizing more disciples than 

John.   

 

But who was doing the baptizing? 

 

A Word About Baptism (v.2) 
 

“(although Jesus Himself was not baptizing, but His disciples were)” 
 

Almost everyone that I have talked to about this verse over the years and everyone that I have 

read regarding this verse comes to this one conclusion that baptism is never a means of saving 

grace.  Jesus Himself was not baptizing.  The Apostle Paul would later tell the Corinthians who 

were fighting over who had the greater ministry (Paul, Apollos, or Cephas).  Paul says you 

weren‟t baptized in the name of Paul were you?  Paul says that he only actually baptized two 

men and one man‟s household, but beyond that he did not know if he had baptized any others (1 

Corinthians 1.12-16).  But listen to what he says in 1 Corinthians 1.17 
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“For Christ did not send me to baptize, but to preach the gospel, not 

in cleverness of speech, so that the cross of Christ would not be made 

void.” 
 

When you read that Jesus didn‟t baptize and you read that Paul only baptized a couple of men 

and then says that Christ didn‟t even send him to baptize, but to preach the gospel, this shows a 

distinction between the elements of the gospel preached from the act of baptism.  If the act of 

baptism was of utmost importance as some of the heretics say that it is then why didn‟t Jesus 

spend all day and every day for three years just simply baptizing people?  Why did Paul seem to 

think that there was this distinction from Christ regarding baptism and the gospel?  Why didn‟t 

Paul spend his entire life traveling the Roman Empire baptizing men, women, and children?  

And why don‟t we see any of this in the Pastoral Epistles instructing Timothy, Titus, and 

Philemon to baptize people as the way of salvation in their churches?   

 

It‟s just simply not there, no matter how people would like to twist the Scriptures.  And what is 

really crazy is…we‟re Baptist!!!  We believe in baptism by immersion as a public illustration of 

identifying ourselves with Christ in His death, burial, and resurrection.  Your baptism represents 

a new way of life to let everyone in your life and everyone in your town know that you are no 

longer living after your own self.  You now belong to Christ and you have been born again in 

Him.  This is why the baptismal waters are to overwhelm us.  Because Christ overwhelms us 

and over takes us and we now live for Him in Him!  Baptism is a real time illustration of what 

has already taken place in a person‟s life. 

 

So because Jesus didn‟t elevate baptism he simply delegated this task to His disciples.  J.C. Ryle 

says, “baptism is not an ordinance of primary, but of subordinate importance in Christianity.”  

Baptism is subordinate in Christianity because baptism is not the gospel.  It is not an element in 

the gospel.  Once again it is simply a real life expression to those watching of what has already 

taken place in the believer‟s life.  It is believer‟s baptism and every believer should be baptized 

as an act of obedience to Christ.  Matthew 28.20 

 

“Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of 

the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.” 
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We baptize disciples.  We baptize those who are followers of Christ, so your baptism should 

always be on the right side of your conversion.  You should be baptized after your conversion, 

after your salvation, after your new birth, and not before it. 

 

We must contend earnestly for the faith of the true gospel of faith alone in Christ alone and to 

never think that baptism with water removes sin as a means of saving grace.  When you 

encounter someone who believes that baptism with water has saved them and/or that without 

baptism with water you cannot be saved then you must contend earnestly for the faith with 

them, because they have come to believe a false gospel.  Paul tells the Galatians that anyone who 

preaches a false gospel is anathema; they are accursed!  And if they are accursed by God and 

their gospel is accursed by God then they are not a true church at all.   

 

Listen baptism is an absolutely beautiful thing, but it is not essential to salvation.  It is merely a 

picture of salvation.  It is a demonstration to the public watching you get buried into the water of 

Christ‟s life and ministry and you‟re identifying with Christ in His life and ministry as you are 

raised up out of the water as Christ was raised from the dead.  You now live a new life in Him! 

 

So because Jesus, the Lord, knew that the Pharisees had heard about His making and 

baptizing more disciples than John…  

 

He Had To Pass Through Samaria (v.3-4) 
 

“Jesus left Judea and went away again into Galilee.  And He had to 

pass through Samaria.” 
 

So because of the possible threat from the Pharisees on his life Jesus and his disciples left the 

countryside of Judea and started heading north to Galilee.  You see, it wasn‟t His hour yet.  His 

hour had not yet come.  It wasn‟t time on God‟s timetable for Jesus to be taken away and to 

suffer, so Jesus takes off to get further away from Jerusalem in an even less populated area like 

Galilee. 
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So Jesus left Judea and went away again into Galilee.  We could picture it like this in our area 

of the world today.  Jesus and His disciples were out in the country in Northwest Mississippi and 

they are now headed north to Tipton County; they are headed to Covington. 

 

And then the Apostle John writes something that seems a bit obvious at first.  He had to pass 

through Samaria.  Well that we be like me telling you that Jesus and His disciples left 

Northwest Mississippi and went away again into Tipton County.  And He had to go through 

Memphis.  You would be like, well, yah!  Of course! 

 

But John says that He had to pass through Samaria.  Well there‟s a couple things here.  First, 

Jews, especially those who were very pious and self righteous would never pass through 

Samaria because of their prejudice hearts against the Samaritans.   

 

You see long ago “the Samaritans occupied the country formerly belonging to the tribe of 

Ephraim and the half-tribe of Manasseh. The capital of the country was Samaria.  When the ten 

tribes were carried away into captivity to Assyria, the king of Assyria sent his people to inhabit 

Samaria (2 Kings 17:24; Ezra 4:2-11).  These foreigners intermarried with the Israelite 

population that was still in and around Samaria. Overtime the Samaritans embraced a religion 

that was a mixture of Judaism and idolatry (2 Kings 17:26-28).  Because the Israelite inhabitants 

of Samaria had intermarried with the foreigners and adopted their idolatrous religion, 

Samaritans were generally considered “half-breeds” and were universally despised by the 

Jews.”  (Got Questions) 

 

So listen to this…what the pious self righteous Jews would do is actually bypass Samaria 

altogether and go way out of their way by crossing the Jordan River and traveling east of the 

Jordan and once they were then north of Samaria they would then cross back over into Galilee.  

 

So basically it would be similar to those in Northwest Mississippi hating Memphians so much 

instead of traveling north to Tipton County through Memphis they would literally travel west 

crossing the Mississippi River into Arkansas then go north and once they cleared Memphis 

would travel back over the Mississippi River into Tennessee.  So instead of it taking one hour it 

http://biblia.com/bible/esv/2%20Kings%2017.24
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Ezra%204.2-11
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/2%20Kings%2017.26-28
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would take them 2 plus hours of traveling.  They would literally double their time just to avoid 

Memphis.  The same was true with these Jews.  They would literally double their traveling time 

just to avoid Samaria and its half-breeds.  They despised Samaria that much. 

 

But what John is writing about had little-to-nothing to do with geography and ethnicity.  So why 

did Jesus have to pass through Samaria? 

 

Well He had to pass through Samaria because He had a divine appointment to make.  The 

word had in verse 4 is the same word must that John used in John 3.7 & John 3.14… 

 

John 3.7 “Do not be amazed that I said to you, „You must be born 

again.‟” 

 

John 3.14 “As Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, even so 

must the Son of Man be lifted up;” 

 

The words had and must have to do with necessity.  It is necessity that is established by the 

counsel and decree of God, especially by that purpose of his which relates to salvation of men by 

the intervention of Christ.  You must be born again or you will not see the kingdom of God.  The 

Son of Man must be lifted up or there is no way for salvation of man.  Jesus had to pass 

through Samaria.   

 

This word had teaches us of the absolute necessity from God in a particular situation.  Jesus had 

to pass through Samaria.  There was this moment in time that had to happen.  Even before the 

foundation of the world, there was this conversation between Jesus and a particular person in 

Samaria that had to happen.  There was this particular person, known to us as the Samaritan 

woman, where Jesus had to meet her.  And the only way for Him to meet her is for Him to pass 

through Samaria.   

 

Therefore, the Pharisees were not the only reason why Jesus left Judea.  He also left Judea 

because He had a divine appointment to make with this woman in Samaria.  So Jesus leaves a 

particular place, to go through a particular city in order to meet a particular person.  He had to 

pass through Samaria! 
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Folks, I‟m not sure how hearing about God‟s sovereign and divine plans and particular 

appointments do to you, but for me it moves me to greater awe of God.  It moves me to greater 

wonder and admiration of God.  As I read and study God‟s absolute care of the world and His 

intimate involvement in His people‟s lives creates this excitement in me and I love to think of 

how meticulous God is in every detail of my life His child. 

 

There is nothing that escapes His attention.  There is nothing that is too small or too big for Him 

to be disinterested in.  I‟m thankful for divine appointments.  I‟m thankful that God seemingly 

out of nowhere brings two people together so that one will share of the joys in Christ so that the 

other will hear and come to believe in Christ. 

 

Do you remember when God spoke to Philip in Acts chapter 8 and told him to go to a dessert 

road?  God told Philip to go to the middle of nowhere where there would be someone who was 

ready to receive and believe in Christ, because he would be reading the gospel in Isaiah 53.  The 

eunuch asked Philip who was the prophet talking about and Luke tells us that from the beginning 

of this Scripture in Isaiah he preached Jesus to him and there he believed that Jesus is the Christ 

the Son of God and he was then baptized. 

 

In the middle of nowhere which was somewhere to God two people emerged together so that the 

other would walk away forever changed by the gospel of Jesus Christ.  And then next thing we 

are told of Philip is that the Spirit snatched him away to Ashdod and as he passed through he 

kept preaching the gospel to all the cities until he came to Caesarea. 

 

And all throughout history every single person that has been born again by God has had a divine 

moment where they were preached the gospel to and believed.  God saves His prodigal children.  

And next time we will see Him save His prodigal daughter in this divine appointment between 

Jesus and the Samaritan woman at a well. 

 

So not only does he leave a particular place, travel through a particular region, but he also comes 

to a particular city. 
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Samaria, Sychar, And A Well (v.5-6a) 
 

“So He came to a city of Samaria called Sychar, near the parcel of 

ground that Jacob gave to his son Joseph; and Jacob‟s well was 

there.” 
 

There are many theologians who believe that Sychar is actually Shechem in the Old Testament, 

but there‟s enough questions about this not to be too certain.  But if it is Shechem in the Old 

Testament then the importance is pretty obvious.  At Shechem, “Abram "built an altar to the 

Lord who had appeared to him ... and had given that land to his descendants" (Gen 12:6-7).  God 

confirmed His covenant with Abraham in Shechem.  Jacob bought a plot of land in Shechem.  

Joseph‟s bones are buried in Shechem.  And as we notice in verse 6 Jacob‟s well was there in 

Shechem.” (online)    

 

“It‟s been said that the city was destined to play an important part in the history of Israel.”  And 

as Jesus steps into Sychar it is about to play yet another important part in the history of Israel 

and continuing now into the history of the church of God.   

 

It is here where Jesus will encounter a woman at Jacob‟s well.  It is for this woman, at this well, 

and in this city, and in this moment that Jesus had to pass through Samaria.  You see Jesus, 

being sent out by God the Father, walking in the power of the Spirit was destined to meet up with 

this woman, at this well, in the city of Sychar, and in the region of Samaria.  There‟s nothing 

haphazard about the will of God.  There‟s nothing about Jesus that is coincidental.  There‟s 

nothing in life period that is by accident.  God is doing one-hundred thousand things all day 

every day even when we can‟t see anything that He‟s doing.  There‟s always a purpose and 

there‟s always a reason for everything that goes on in your life and in the life of others. 

 

I have to tell you that, sixteen years ago, when I stopped striving against God‟s sovereignty and 

against His providence and simply submitted myself to His authority over and in all things I was 

flooded and overwhelmed with great peace in my life.  I didn‟t have to try and figure everything 

out and I didn‟t have to know the answer to everything that was going on in my life.  I was 

simply at rest knowing that God was absolutely in control of my life and He had this taken care 

of.  I no longer had to stress about all the things that stressed me out, because I understood for 
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the first time in my life, that He really will work all things out for my good and for His glory 

because I love Him, so I can rest in His love for me! 

 

So when I come to verses and passages like this in Scripture that speak to His high sovereignty 

over all things, I no longer have to stress about the what ifs, but simply savor the I Am…who is 

able to handle this life for me.  All I must do is walk in faithfulness; walk in the truth, and to 

walk in the Spirit who leads me in righteousness for the sake of the name of Jesus! 

 

When you read about this particular city of Sychar, in this particular moment, with this 

particular person, simply see the providence of God, believe in Him, and savor Him all the more. 

 

Jesus Was Weary (v.6b) 
 

“So Jesus, being wearied from His journey, was sitting thus by the 

well.  It was about the sixth hour.” 

 

So it‟s noon time; the sixth hour of the day….the temperature is starting to bake in the middle 

east and the apostle John tells us that Jesus is weary because of his journey.  He was wearied; 

he was fatigued, and tired because of the labor of traveling.  He‟s tired.  He‟s thirsty.  So he sits 

down by the well to rest and to drink.  We can picture Jesus wearied from the heat of the day 

and from walking all day long.  This is your Savior.  This is what it was like for Him, because 

this is what it was like…for you. 

 

J.C. Ryle says “We learn of this, as well as many other expressions in the Gospels, that our Lord 

had a body exactly like our own.  When „the Word became flesh,‟ He took on Him a nature like 

our own in all things, sin only excepted.  Like ourselves, He grew from infancy to youth and 

from youth to man‟s estate.  Like ourselves, He hungered, thirsted, felt pain, and needed sleep.  

He was liable to every sinless infirmity to which we are liable.  In all things His body was 

framed like our own.” 

 

What we see is the Eternal Incarnate Word took on human nature and He took it upon Himself 

even with all of its limitations.  This is how He came to serve.  This is what He came to do.  He 

became a humble human servant for the faith of those chosen of God.   
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Ryle, “He had a real human nature when He was upon the earth.  He took a real human nature 

with Him, when He ascended up into heaven.  We have at the right hand of God a High Priest 

who can be touched with the feeling of our infirmities, because he suffered Himself being 

tempted.  When we cry to Him in the hour of bodily pain and weakness, He knows well what we 

mean.  When our prayers and praises are feeble through bodily weariness, He can understand 

our condition.  He knows our frame.  He has learned by experience what it is to be a man.” 

 

Often times we think we can pray to Jesus because He is the Sovereign King of the world and 

yes this is true.  But one thing must be known…we can pray to Him not simply because He is 

God, but also because He is like us…wow!  He knows what it means to grow weary in His body.  

He knows what it means to be parched for thirst.  He knows what it means to be hungry for food.  

He knows what it means to have no place to lay His head. 

 

Listen, He is able to receive our prayers not only because He is God, but also because He is a 

man and can identify with you in many, many ways.   

 

Remember how I started off this morning talking about how in Titus the apostle Paul was a 

bondservant of God and an apostle of Jesus Christ for the faith of those chosen of God?  

Remember?  Listen, Jesus chose to take upon Himself as a servant of His Father the body of a 

man, human nature.  As a humble servant He came as an Apostle sent by God His Father into 

this world, why?  For the faith of those chosen of God!   

 

He took on flesh and became a servant because in this particular city, the city of Sychar, in this 

particular place by a drinking well, in this particular moment almost two-thousand years ago, as 

He was sitting down tired and wearied from traveling, there would be this Samaritan woman 

that would walk over to the well to draw some water and in that moment she would encounter 

the Fountain of Living Water.  This was a divine appointment that was scheduled from eternity 

and Jesus and this Samaritan woman are about to have a talk that will forever change the lives of 

not only this woman, but for many who hear for themselves and will know that this One is 

indeed the Savoir of the world. 
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You see, Jesus had to pass through Samaria.  It was a divine pass, because He had an eternal 

appointment to make…in that particular city, in that particular place, by that particular well, in 

that particular moment. 

 

CONCLUSION: 

 

Do you see the Divine Providence of God in His Son having to pass through Samaria?  Do you 

believe in God‟s divine providence?  Do you savor Him in His providence? 

 

Jesus is on a mission and He has clothed Himself in humanity.  He grows weary from traveling 

just like you would.  He gets thirsty in the heat of the middle eastern dessert just like you would.  

He gets hungry from going too long between meals just like you would.   

 

But all of these limitations in humanity He has taken upon Himself because He had a divine 

appointment to make in Sychar, in Samaria, by a well, with a Samaritan woman.   

 

This is how involved God is in the life of His creation.  Make no mistake about it.  Jesus is 

infinitely superior over all things including your sin.  The sins of this woman, which we will deal 

with next time, is nothing for the Son of Man to grant her eternal water that will never run 

dry…where she will never thirst for sin again.  She can and will be satisfied with the Fountain of 

Living Water.   

 

Can you see God divine providence this morning?  Do you believe in Him this morning?  Do you 

savor His providences in your life, even when it may be very difficult?   

 

God is working.  He is working for you to see His Son Jesus Christ for who He is.  For you to 

receive His testimony regarding eternal life.  Stop striving and fighting against His sovereignty 

and His providences.  Simply come and bow down to His absolute authority over all things. 

 

See the Divine Pass this morning….because Jesus had to pass through Samaria.  And where you 

were when God saved you, He had to pass through that place and in that time so that you would 

meet with Him and walk away forever changed. 


