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All We Like Sheep Have Gone Astray

Isaiah 53:6

Prayer:  Father God, we do thank you for your grace, I thank  you 

for your church, I just thank you for the little on es all the way 

up to the old folks, Lord, what an incredible bless ing, what an 

incredible group of people that you have brought to gether this 

morning.  Father, we just again, we have the privil ege of gathering 

together to offer up corporate worship and we have the privilege as 

well of opening up your book and learning anew and in an even 

deeper level what it is you have done for us on the  cross.  And so 

Father today, again as we are back in the servant s ongs, we pray 

that you would give us grace, strength, and the unc tion of your 

Holy Spirit so that we might be able to not just se e and understand 

what's in your word but that it would change and af fect our lives.  

We pray this in Jesus' name.  Amen.  

Isaiah 53:6-7  says this, it says:  All we like sheep have gone 

astray; we have turned, every one, to his own way; and the LORD has 

laid on Him the iniquity of us all.  He was oppress ed and He was 

afflicted, yet He opened not His mouth; He was led as a lamb to the 



slaughter, and as a sheep before its shearers is si lent, so He 

opened not His mouth.   As you all know, we are looking at the 

servant songs of Isaiah and as I said the last time , these songs 

are poems and as such they have certain rhythms not  just 

structurally but also in terms of their focus.  And  we've seen the 

focus shift back and forth from the servant himself  who is the Lord 

Jesus Christ to those whom the Lord was serving, wh o is us, and the 

prophet Isaiah who wrote these songs some 800 years  before Jesus 

was even born, puts the spotlight on Jesus and just  what it is he 

went through for us.  And so he's back and forth wi th an inward 

look and then an outward look.  In Isaiah 53:5  we saw the inward 

look.  It says:  But He was wounded for our transgressions, He was 

bruised for our iniquities; the chastisement for ou r peace was upon 

Him, and by his stripes we are healed.   And in the very next verse 

we see this outward look looking at us, in Isaiah 53:6-7:  All we 

like sheep have gone astray; we have turned, every one, to his own 

way; and the LORD has laid on him the iniquity of u s all.  

Well, this morning we find the spotlight is going t o be turned back 

inward towards Christ.  Our text this morning is Isaiah 53:7:  He 

was oppressed and He was afflicted, yet He opened n ot His mouth; He 

was led as a lamb to the slaughter, and as a sheep before its 

shearers is silent, so He opened not His mouth.   Now just to start 

off, the Hebrew word for "oppressed" here is a word  that is used 



that means to drive an animal.  How appropriate a w ord like that to 

describe a lamb being driven to the slaughter.  It says:  He was 

oppressed and he was afflicted.   Now the other word in that 

sentence we saw a few weeks back and it's the word "afflicted," it 

means to depress, to press down, to abase.  You see , in the Old 

Testament when the high priest was about to offer a  sacrifice for 

sin, he would place his hands over the animal and h e would do that 

to quantify and to objectify the sin that he would then place on 

the animal, and in a sense the animal was afflicted  with the sins 

of the people that it was about to die for.  It was  a picture of 

how sin would be pressed down onto Jesus, how he wo uld appear 

before his Father afflicted with our sin.  

Verse 7 says:  He was oppressed and He was afflicted, yet He opene d 

not His mouth.   Okay.  But isn't it true that Jesus did indeed op en 

his mouth?  I mean, how can we have all of these di fferent Easter 

services entitled "The Last Seven Words of Jesus" i f Jesus said no 

words?  You see, right here those who pour over the  scriptures 

looking for contradictions, here's where they pounc e because they 

say A-ha, you say Jesus never spoke.  Jesus spoke.  Well, the point 

is Jesus was not absolutely silent when he went to the cross.  The 

point Isaiah was making is that he said no words in  his own 

defense.  The word "yet" connects these two thought s.  In verse 7:  

He was oppressed and he was afflicted, yet he opene d not his 



mouth.   What Isaiah is saying here is that in spite of hi s 

oppression, in spite of his affliction, in spite of  the unfairness 

of this kangaroo court he was in that was operating  illegally, in 

spite of Jesus being driven like an animal and plac ed under the 

guilt of us all, Jesus was not willing to defend hi mself.  He would 

not open his mouth in his defense.  

Now, there are two very different sets of reasons w hy Jesus opened 

not his mouth, and the first reason is physical.  Hebrews 2:17  

says:  Therefore he had to be made like his brothers in ev ery 

respect, so that he might become a merciful and fai thful high 

priest in the service of God, to make propitiation for the sins of 

the people.   Now we know the high priest was in charge of 

orchestrating this sacrifice whenever it took place , and he 

sacrificed the lamb for sin but in this case Jesus was in charge of 

orchestrating the sacrifice of the Lamb of God who was there to 

take away the sins of the world.  All of the hundre ds of thousands 

of lambs that had been sacrificed in the Old Testam ent served only 

to point to the one true Lamb of God who was born t o live this 

perfect life and then offer that life up -- quote - - "As a lamb led 

to the slaughter."  The altar that the lamb was on was a cross, and 

the high priest who was orchestrating the sacrifice  was none other 

than the one who was being sacrificed.  



So why should Jesus open his mouth?  Why should Jes us offer a 

defense that could delay or even alter the outcome when it is he 

who is orchestrating this sacrifice in the first pl ace?  What good 

will it accomplish Jesus to protest his innocence w hen the goal is 

certainly not his freedom, the goal is his sacrific e.  Now, Oscar 

Pistorius is the famous Olympic athlete on trial in  Australia for 

murdering his girlfriend.  Now he desperately wants  to influence 

the outcome of his trial and so he's hired the very  best and most 

expensive defense lawyers he can find.  And they've  established all 

kinds of elaborate scenarios in which there's this possibility that 

a jury might just let him off.  And so his team is speaking out as 

loudly and as persuasively as it can.  Well, Jesus'  desire was the 

exact opposite.  On four separate occasions during his passion, 

Jesus refused to contribute a single word to his de fense and so his 

was the silence of the lamb.  The first event happe ned right after 

Jesus' arrest.  It was in the courtyard of the high  priest, Jesus 

is undergoing this withering barrage of accusations .  In Mark 14:6 , 

he says this:  And the high priest stood up in the midst and aske d 

Jesus, "Have you no answer to make?  What is it tha t these men 

testify against you?"  But he remained silent and m ade no answer.  

Again the high priest asked him, "Are you the Chris t, the Son of 

the Blessed?"  And Jesus said, "I am, and you will see the Son of 

Man seated at the right hand of power, and coming w ith the clouds 

of heaven."   Well, Jesus obviously opens his mouth.  He's obvi ously 



speaking.  He references Daniel's vision of the com ing of the 

savior spoken of in Daniel 7, but he says the worst  possible thing 

you could ever say if you're looking to be released .  I mean now 

his captors know without a doubt he's claiming to b e the Messiah.  

And so the results of his words are predictable.  V erse 63 it 

says:  And the high priest tore his garments and said, "Wh at 

further witnesses do we need?  You have heard his b lasphemy.  What 

is your decision?"  And they all condemned him as d eserving death.  

And some began to spit on him and to cover his face  and to strike 

him, saying to him, "Prophesy!"  And the guards rec eived him with 

blows.   So Jesus said what he said on the physical level because he 

had no desire to change the outcome of this trial.  In fact it was 

for this very cup that he had come.  He was led as a lamb to the 

slaughter, and as a sheep before its shearers is si lent, so He 

opened not His mouth.   

So he was led as a lamb to the slaughter.  What can  I say about a 

phrase that has entered our lexicon, it 's become so  much of a 

cliche that the dictionary now defines "as a lamb l ed to the 

slaughter" as meaning innocently, helplessly, witho ut realizing the 

danger.  You see, going like a lamb to the slaughte r implies a 

certain level of ignorance.  Today it applies to an ything from the 

sublime to the ridiculous.  The Denver Broncos went  to the 

Superbowl like lambs to the slaughter.  The members  of flight 370 



flying from Malaysia to Beijing boarded that plane having no idea 

they were going like lambs to the slaughter.  But t hat's not at all 

the way that Jesus went to the cross.  You see, in Jesus' case 

"like a lamb to the slaughter" meant that he went m eekly and humbly 

and without protest.  A sense that he went innocent ly and 

ignorantly and naively could not be more wrong.  He  knew precisely 

where he was going and he knew exactly what was goi ng to take 

place.  And we know that by virtue of the many time s he reminded 

his disciples exactly what was going to happen.  In  John 14:29  

Jesus says:  And now I have told you before it takes place, so t hat 

when it does take place you may believe.   In Matthew 20:18, he 

says:  "See, we are going up to Jerusalem.  And the Son of  Man will 

be delivered over to the chief priests and scribes,  and they will 

condemn him to death and deliver him over to the Ge ntiles to be 

mocked and flogged and crucified, and he will be ra ised on the 

third day."   Jesus knew exactly what he was getting into inclu ding 

even the hideous details.  And this silence is comp ared by Isaiah 

to being shorn as a sheep of its wool.  He says the n:  As a sheep 

before its shearers is silent, so He opened not his  mouth.   We know 

a sheep that is shorn of his wool is stripped of it s protection, 

it's stripped of its comfort, it's stripped of its dignity, and 

Jesus was shorn of all three.  We know Jesus' prote ction was at 

least twelve legions of angels.  We know that becau se after Peter 

cut off the ear of the high priest's servant in the  garden, Jesus 



said this in Matthew 26 , he said:  "Put your sword back into its 

place.  For all who take the sword will perish by t he sword.  Do 

you think that I cannot appeal to my Father, and he  will at once 

send me more than twelve legions of angels?  But ho w then should 

the scriptures be fulfil led, that it must be so?"   I 've mentioned 

this many times before, twelve legions is about 72, 000 angels.  

Listen to how Charles Spurgeon put this.  He said t his of Jesus.  

He said:  He had only to have lifted His eyes to He aven, or to have 

felt a wrathful wish and legions of angels would ha ve chased out 

the ribald soldiers -- one flash of a seraph's wing  and Herod had 

been eaten by worms.  The hill of the cross might h ave become a 

volcano's mouth to swallow up the whole multitude w ho stood there 

jesting and jeering at Him.  But no, nothing of the  kind -- there 

was no display of power, or rather there was so gre at a display of 

power over Himself that He did not use His might ag ainst His most 

bitter foes!  He restrained Omnipotence, itself, wi th a strength 

which can never be measured, for His mighty love av ailed even to 

restrain Divine Wrath!  He kept back the natural in dignation which 

must have come over His spirit against the injustic e, the lies, the 

shameful malice of His foes.  He held it all back a nd was patient, 

meek, silent to the end.

We know that Jesus voluntarily gave up his protecti on because as 



high priest, he knew this very time was the time he  had come into 

the world.  He gave up his comfort the moment that he found himself 

squalling in a feeding trough in a barn some 33 yea rs earlier.  

This was the king of the universe, creator of tril l ions of 

galaxies, entitled to the most opulent splendor thi s world could 

ever produce and yet as Paul says in 2 Corinthians 8:9:  For you 

know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that thoug h he was rich, 

yet for your sake he became poor, so that you by hi s poverty might 

become rich.   And so having given up his protection and his 

comfort, he then gave up his dignity.  And that aga in on a physical 

level; that is, he submitted to being slapped and p unched and spit 

on, treated like the worst of common criminals.  Bu t you know, any 

non biased observer looking on this kind of legal f iasco would have 

seen the accusers, the liars, and the conspirators all shouting 

each other down in an effort to make a case that co uld not be 

made.  And there in the midst of all this cacophony  was the 

absolute sense of dignity standing there serenely s ilent.  

Well, the second time we are witness to the silence  of the lamb 

occurred early the next morning.  The Sanhedrin is determined to 

have Jesus executed, but it simply knows it lacks t he authority to 

do that.  And so they bind Jesus up and they delive r him to Pilate 

hoping to find the authority there to execute him.  Mark 15  says 

this:  And as soon as it was morning, the chief priests he ld a 



consultation with the elders and scribes and the wh ole Council.  

And they bound Jesus and led him away and delivered  him over to 

Pilate.  And Pilate asked him, "Are you the king of  the Jews?"  And 

he answered him, "You have said so."  And the chief  priests accused 

him of many things.  And Pilate again asked him, "H ave you no 

answer to make?  See how many charges they bring ag ainst you."  But 

Jesus made no further answer, so that Pilate was am azed.   See, once 

again Jesus is here, he's willing to speak if only to affirm the 

truth of one of many of Pilate's questions.  "Are you the king of 

the Jews?"  And he answered him, "You have said so. "   Again a 

statement no one would make if they're looking to e scape the 

charges that Jesus is now under.  But as soon as th e question swing 

over to accusations, Jesus once again becomes silen t.  Verse 4:  

Pilate again asked him, "Have you no answer to make ?  See how many 

charges they bring against you."  But Jesus made no  further answer, 

so that Pilate was amazed.   

Well, what happens next, this requires a little bit  of background.  

This has to do more with the relationship between P ilate and 

Herod.  You see, Pilate was the procurator of Jerus alem; Herod was 

the tetrarch of Galilee.  To kind of put that in mo dern political 

terms, Pilate was Mayor de Blasio and Herod was Gov ernor Cuomo, 

except both of these in this case had the power of life and death.  

And so Pilate wants nothing whatsoever to do with J esus, but he 



also wants to avoid any trouble with the Jews becau se he's been in 

political trouble numerous times before and he hate s that this 

problem has been dumped in his lap, because it's ob vious to him 

he's dealing with an innocent man.  Luke 23:4  says this:  Then 

Pilate said to the chief priests and the crowds, "I  find no guilt 

in this man."  But they were urgent, saying, "He st irs up the 

people, teaching throughout all Judea, from Galilee  even to this 

place."  When Pilate heard this, he asked whether t he man was a 

Galilean.  And when he learned that he belonged to Herod's 

jurisdiction, he sent him over to Herod who was him self in 

Jerusalem at that time.   

That word "Galilee," that was music to Pilate's ear s.  You see, it 

was his chance to offload this problem onto somebod y else, and it 

became the third opportunity to observe again the s ilence of the 

Lamb.  This is verse 8, it says:  When Herod saw Jesus, he was very 

glad, for he had long desired to see him, because h e had heard 

about him, and he was hoping to see some sign done by him.  So he 

questioned him at some length, but he made no answe r.  The chief 

priests and the scribes stood by, vehemently accusi ng him.  And 

Herod with his soldiers treated him with contempt a nd mocked him.  

Then, arraying him in splendid clothing, he sent hi m back to 

Pilate.  And Herod and Pilate became friends with e ach other that 

very day, for before this they had been at enmity w ith each other.   



Jesus had already been treated with absolute contem pt both by the 

Sanhedrin and now by Herod's soldiers, and througho ut it all, he 

refused to offer up a single word in his defense.  But now it's 

about to get much worse.  John 19:1  says this:  Then Pilate took 

Jesus and flogged him.  And the soldiers twisted to gether a crown 

of thorns and put it on his head and arrayed him in  a purple robe.  

They came up to him, saying, "Hail, King of the Jew s!" and struck 

him with their hands.  Pilate went out again and sa id to them, 

"See, I am bringing him out to you so that you may know that I find 

no guilt in him."  So Jesus came out, wearing the c rown of thorns 

and the purple robe.  Pilate said to them, "Behold the man!"  When 

the chief priests and the officers saw him, they cr ied out, 

"Crucify him, crucify him!"  And Pilate said to the m, "Take him 

yourselves and crucify him, for I find no guilt in him."  The Jews 

answered him, "We have a law, and according to that  law he ought to 

die because he has made himself the Son of God."  W hen Pilate heard 

this statement, he was even more afraid.  He entere d his 

headquarters again and said to Jesus, "Where are yo u from?"  But 

Jesus gave him no answer.  So Pilate said to him, " You will not 

speak to me?  Do you not know that I have authority  to release you 

and authority to crucify you?"  Jesus answered him,  "You would have 

no authority over me at all unless it had been give n you from 

above.  Therefore he who delivered me over to you h as the greater 

sin."   So Jesus now thoroughly beaten, thoroughly flogge d once 



again goes back to silence.  He breaks his silence though to Pilate 

one last time but it 's important to understand the reason why.  He 

breaks his silence because his Father's authority i s being 

questioned, his Father's glory's being questioned.  And so Jesus 

who spoke truth only again speaks up to tell Pilate  where his 

authority comes from.  Again:  Jesus answered him, "You would have 

no authority over me at all unless it had been give n you from 

above.  Therefore he who delivered me over to you h as the greater 

sin."   

So Jesus spoke.  And again, Jesus made seven more s tatements after 

that statement, we all know, we've heard the seven last statements 

of Jesus.  He's made these statements from Luke 23:34  which says:  

And Jesus said, "Father, forgive them for they know  not what they 

do."  all the way forward to Luke 23:46 at the very end when Jesus 

says , calling out with a loud voice, said, "Father into  your hands 

I commit my spirit!"  And having said this he breat hed his last.   

So Jesus spoke many words.  But not a single word t hat he said was 

uttered as a defense or an attempt to excuse or eva de his fate.  

And so all of his words line up exactly with what I saiah said in 

the servant song:  He was oppressed and He was afflicted, yet He 

opened not His mouth; He was led as lamb to the sla ughter, and as a 

sheep before its shearers is silent, so He opened n ot His mouth.   



Now, I said at the beginning of this message that t here were two 

reasons for Jesus' silence, and so far we've only l ooked at the 

one, the physical, that is that Jesus was orchestra ting his own 

sacrifice, that he had no desire whatsoever to cont ribute to its 

delay or to its avoidance.  And so it's time now to  look at the 

other reason for Jesus' silence and it's metaphysic al.  See, the 

second reason why Jesus was silent was because Jesu s was guilty.  2 

Corinthians 5:21  says this:  For our sake he made him to be sin who 

knew no sin, so that in him we might become the rig hteousness of 

God.   You see, Jesus had no answer for his accusers bec ause at the 

time he was in the process of becoming sin, every s ingle sin that 

anyone could ever accuse him of.  And when the high  priest set 

their railing accusations against him, he was silen t because he was 

guilty of sins against the kingdom of heaven itself .  And when 

Pilate and Herod both accused him, he was silent be cause he was 

guilty of sins against the kingdom of earth as well .  And when the 

Jews themselves accused him, he was silent because he was guilty of 

sins against his fellow man.  In fact there was no sin, no failure, 

and no grievance that would ever be laid against hi m that Jesus 

wouldn't be guilty of.  Moses committed murder by k ill ing an 

Egyptian soldier.  Jesus went to the cross bearing Moses' guilt for 

that murder.  But it wasn't just that murder that J esus was guilty 

of, it is every murder committed by every one of hi s sheep for from 

Moses' murder to the taking of the life of 53 milli on unborn babies 



in America.  And it wasn't just for the taking of a  life that Jesus 

stood guilty of murder.  Listen to what Jesus himse lf said in 

Matthew 5:21, he said:  "You have heard it said to those of old, 

'You shall not murder; and whoever murders will be liable to 

judgment."  But I say to you that everyone who is a ngry with his 

brother will be liable to judgment; whoever insults  his brother 

will be liable to the council; and whoever says, 'Y ou fool!' will 

be liable to the hell of fire."   You see, Jesus stood guilty before 

his Father for every single insult you and I have e ver leveled 

against another.  David was an adulterer.  David co mmitted adultery 

with Bathsheba.  Jesus stood before God guilty of D avid's 

adultery.  He was also guilty of the adultery you m ight have 

committed this week, if not with a flesh and blood person then 

perhaps with some digital image that was downloaded  through some 

porn site.  Jesus stood before his Father guilty of  that as well.  

Jacob was a deceiver and a liar.  He stole his brot her's birthright 

by deceit.  Peter was a different kind of liar, Pet er was a 

panicked liar who in a moment of cowardice told a s ervant girl who 

had asked him if he knew Jesus, that he never even knew the man.  

Jesus was guilty not only of Jacob's lie committed hundreds of 

years in the past but he was also guilty of the lie  that Peter had 

not even told yet.  Jesus was also guilty of the li e you might have 

spoken this past week.  He's guilty of all the whit e lies that we 

all tell just to save face.  In fact, Jesus was gui lty of breaking 



all ten of the ten commandments because ever last s in of every last 

one of his sheep was objectified, quantified, and t hen placed onto 

his perfect head.  For six earth hours or more he h ung on the cross 

bearing the collective wrath of the eternal price o f that sin from 

a holy God who happened to be his Father.  And as I  said before, it 

was a guilt that the Father, the Son and the Holy S pirit all 

combined to address at the cross.  You see, the Son  delighted in 

doing the Father's will.  He said in John 17:4:  "I glorified you 

on earth, having accomplished the work that you gav e me to do."   

And we know the Father willingly gave his son so that he might be 

the just and the justifier of the one who has faith  in Jesus.   And 

that the Holy Spirit empowered the Son to accomplis h this 

propitiation as he through the eternal Spirit offered himself 

without blemish to God.   You see, the agony of the cross and the 

willingness to bear that agony was borne by the Fat her and the Son 

and the Holy Spirit alike.  

Jesus had two reasons for remaining silent.  The ph ysical reason 

was that he was our great high priest orchestrating  his own 

sacrifice and he wanted nothing to stand in the way  of that 

process.  The metaphysical reason for Jesus' silenc e, the reason 

why he had nothing to say to his accusers is becaus e he was 

guilty.  He was oppressed and He was afflicted, yet He opene d not 

His mouth; He was led as a lamb to the slaughter, a nd as a sheep 



before his shearers is silent, so He opened not His  mouth.   

Listen to what John Calvin wrote.  He said:  For al though He was 

without spot or blemish, He bore all our sins upon Himself.  We 

need not be astonished, then, that He stood there a s if He had been 

convicted.  For otherwise He could not have perform ed the office of 

mediator except by accepting the sentence and confe ssing that in 

our persons He had deserved to be condemned.  That,  then, is what 

the silence of our Lord Jesus Christ implies, in or der that today 

we can call upon God with a full voice, and that we  can ask Him for 

pardon for all vices and offenses.  

You see, we can call on God with a full voice becau se Jesus held 

his voice.  And the reason why he held his voice is  because he was 

assuming our guilt.  Romans 3:19  says this:  Now we know that 

whatever the law says it speaks to those who are un der the law, so 

that every mouth may be stopped, and the whole worl d may be held 

accountable to God.   You see, the lies and the murders and the 

adulteries and all the other sins that will one day  before the 

throne of God stop each and every one of our mouths  stopped his 

mouth 2,000 years ago.  And because he stopped his mouth, when the 

day comes that we all stand guilty and silent befor e the bench of 

God's law, because he stopped his mouth, we can all  cry out with a 

full voice:  "Nothing to thy throne I bring, simply  to thy cross I 



cling."  

Like I said, Jesus had two different responses, two  different 

reasons for his silence.  The one physical:  As hig h priest he was 

compelled to drink the cup that the Father had give n him and his 

silence was there to ensure that.  The one metaphys ical, again:  

That he was on our behalf guilty.  But you know we,  too, will have 

two different responses and causes for our silence when we are 

accused.  And again, like Jesus we will have two di fferent 

responses, a metaphysical one and a physical one.  The metaphysical 

cause for our silence is that we no longer need to speak out to 

defend ourselves because we now have an advocate.  That word 

"advocate" is a very interesting word when it comes  to speaking.  

If you look at the word, you might notice right in the middle of 

that word advocate is almost the whole world "vocal ."  You see, to 

advocate is to speak for someone else.  1 John 2:1  says:  My little 

children, I am writing these things to you so that you may not 

sin.  But if anyone does sin, we have an advocate w ith the Father, 

Jesus Christ the righteous.   See, our sins which are many have been 

paid for by Jesus Christ on the cross.  He's not on ly our 

sacrifice, he is our sacrificer, and he is our advo cate.  It is he 

who speaks up for us in the court of the enemy who accuses us, in 

the court of justice which demands a payment which Jesus has 

already supplied, and in the court of heaven itself  where Jesus 



Christ the righteous is speaking out on our behalf.   So 

metaphysically we have no need to speak up on our d efense because 

the best spokesperson the universe has ever known h as not only 

assumed our guilt but he is also speaking on our be half.  But there 

are two different ways to receive this.  One is ble ssed and one, 

frankly, is cursed.  We can either look on Jesus as  our Lord and 

our Savior who died in our place or we can look on Jesus as our 

cosmic butler, someone who's left us a blank check and a get out of 

hell free card so that we might sin just as we like  and then call 

on him to clean it all up.  And after all, both of those parties 

can sing:  "Jesus paid it all; all to him I owe.  S in had left a 

crimson stain, he washed it white as snow."  You ca n sing that song 

as someone eternally grateful for God's own sacrifi ce or you can 

sing it l ike some spiritual trust fund brat who bel ieves he's 

inherited a blank check for sins he no longer needs  to deal with, 

thinking all the while the very same song, "Hey, Je sus paid it 

all."  See that's who Paul was thinking of when he said this in 

Romans 6:1, he said this:  What shall we say then?  Are we to 

continue in sin that grace may abound?  By no means !  How can we 

who died to sin stil l live in it?   

So how do I know which is which?  How do I know whi ch recipient I 

am?  I mean the one who's eternally grateful for Je sus silently 

bearing my sin or the one who's the eternal trust f und brat who 



thinks of Jesus as his cosmic escape hatch?  You se e, this 

difference is a difference between those who are tr uly saved and 

those who are not, so knowing that difference is ab solutely 

critical.  Here's how you can tell the difference.  Those who are 

truly God's own have God's Holy Spirit living insid e them.  God's 

spirit is always grieved by our sins; hence, we too  are grieved as 

well.  Romans 8:8  says this:  Those who are in the flesh cannot 

please God.  You, however, are not in the flesh but  in the Spirit, 

if in fact the Spirit of God dwells in you.   Anyone who does not 

have the Spirit of Christ does not belong to him.   So the test 

becomes this:  If my sin doesn't grieve me at all, if it doesn't 

take you back to the guilt that Jesus bore, to the silence of that 

Lamb, then perhaps you need to wonder, is God's spi rit truly within 

me?  So we ask ourselves, have I ever fully committ ed myself to 

Christ?  Does the sin that grieved him grieve me?  Am I truly his?  

The good news is that Christ loved us even if we ar e trust fund 

brats, and if we are, he still calls out to us to r epent, to 

receive his gift of everlasting life.  

So metaphysically we can be silent knowing that Chr ist speaks for 

us but physically, physically we also have another call.  It 's a 

call to a different type of silence.  It's in 1 Peter 2:21.  He 

says this, he says:  For to this you have been called, because 

Christ also suffered for you, leaving you an exampl e, so that you 



might follow in his steps.  He committed no sin, ne ither was deceit 

found in his mouth.  When he was reviled, he did no t revile in 

return; when he suffered, he did not threaten, but continued 

entrusting himself to him who judges justly.   Now Peter's saying 

Jesus' silence is an example for us.  When the high  priest reviled, 

when the Sanhedrin reviled, when Herod and Pilate r eviled, and 

finally when the crowd itself reviled, he did not r evile in 

return.  Spurgeon said:  Christ could have turned G olgotha's hill 

into the mouth of a living volcano sucking his enem ies right down 

into hell itself but he didn't.  When he suffered, he did not 

threaten.   You know, the most they could get out of Jesus wa s the 

statement he made as he was being crucified:  Jesus said, "Father 

forgive them, for they know not what they do."   

See, there's a reason why Jesus was -- quote -- "leaving you an 

example so that you might follow in his steps."   It's the reason 

why Peter says Jesus had no need to revile or to th reaten or to 

even speak out.  It 's because Jesus -- quote -- "continued 

entrusting himself to him who judges justly."   That's the secret.  

Could it be that we so quickly forget that the one who offered up 

his only Son as a substitute and sacrifice in payme nt for each of 

us loves us beyond our ability to measure.  Romans 8:32  says:  He 

who did not spare his own Son but gave him up for u s all, how will 

he not also with him graciously give us all things?   Who shall 



bring any charge against God's elect?  It is God wh o justifies.   So 

the Spirit is saying here, says look, look at the L ord Jesus 

Christ.  He was able to remain silent because he kn ew that the 

wisest, the strongest, and most powerful voice in t he entire 

universe had his back.  And even though he knew tha t for a time 

even his Father had to forsake him and that he woul d be all alone, 

yet he still trusted because he knew his Father was  trustworthy.  

He said in Psalm 22:  In you our fathers trusted; they trusted , and 

you delivered them.  To you they cried and were res cued; in you 

they trusted and were not put to shame.  

So our practical takeaway from all of this, it 's an  understanding.  

It's an understanding that Jesus' silence was a fun ction of Jesus' 

trust in his Father.  And though Jesus had to be fo rsaken for our 

sin, he promises that will never happen to us.  And  he asks us to 

trust in a very practical way.  When your boss, or your co-worker, 

or your friends, and especially your enemies revile  you, follow the 

example of Jesus, follow the silence of the Lamb.  You know, if you 

need to explain something or to enlighten someone o r to give some 

information that might explain something, by all me ans do so.  

That's just what Jesus did when Pilate started brag ging about his 

own authority.  But when it comes to giving an equa l measure of 

what it is we've been given, God once again directs  us to his Son 

and to the cross and he says realize who I am, real ize what I've 



done, realize how much I've already proven that I l ove you, and 

trust me with your silence.  Listen to what God say s in Romans 

12:19 , he says:  Beloved, never avenge yourselves, but leave it to 

the wrath of God, for it is written, "Vengeance is mine, I will 

repay, says the Lord."  To the contrary, if your en emy is hungry, 

feed him; if he is thirsty, give him something to d rink; for by so 

doing you will heap burning coals on his head."  Do  not be overcome 

by evil, but overcome evil with good.   You see, Jesus' silence was 

a far more powerful weapon than all of the screamin g, shouting, and 

reviling his enemies used.  It is a silence that Go d asks us to 

trust and to copy and to emulate because it is trus t that produced 

the silence of the Lamb.  Jesus -- quote -- " continued entrusting 

himself to him who judges justly ."  And he asks us to do the same.  

It's nothing but a realization that the wisest, the  strongest, the 

most powerful voice in the universe has got our bac k as well.  He 

was oppressed, and He was afflicted, yet He opened not his mouth.  

He was led as a lamb to the slaughter and as a shee p before its 

shearers is silent, so he opened not his mouth.   Let's pray.  

Father, we just thank you, we thank you for your si lence.  Father, 

we thank you for your silence, recognizing that you rself as the 

high priest would not do anything to stand in the w ay of this 

process going forward, this process for which you c ame.  Father, we 

also thank you for your silence because you assumed  our guilt.  I 



thank you for silently accepting it and silently ta king it.  And 

Father on our end, I thank you for the metaphysical  reason why we 

can be silent because we know now we have an advoca te who is 

speaking for us in heaven itself.  And on the physi cal level, 

Father, I pray that we would have enough trust in y ou to realize if 

you've given us your only begotten Son would you no t give us all 

things including the ability to defend ourselves, g ive us the 

ability to be silent, to emulate you as well when o ur enemies 

revile us, and I pray this in Jesus' name.  Amen.


