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Romans 8:35-39 
 

Exposition of Romans – Lesson 57 

Introduction: 
 

     It has been a long, long journey going through Romans 8:28-30. Our last message we 
spoke on the glorious doctrine of glorification from Romans 8:301 and then moved into that 
promise of Romans 8:31. ‘What shall we then say to these things? If God be for us, who can 
be against us?’ 

     Without an understanding of Romans 8:28-30 in the proper context dealing with the 
Sovereignty of Almighty God verse 31 has no meaning or power at all. Verses 28 through 31 
is the power package of the highest mountain peak of Romans chapter 8.  

• Verse 28 deals with the purpose - And we know that all things work together for good 
to them that love God, to them who are the called according to his purpose.2 
 

• Verse 31 deals with the promise - What shall we then say to these things? If God be 
for us, who can be against us?3 

     This golden chain of eternal truth begin with God’s foreknowledge, or foreordination. 
This was God’s Sovereign purpose of election, and in this, alone the chain cannot be broken. 
All those He foreordained, He predestined to be conformed to the image of the Lord Jesus 
Christ. This is His purpose, to magnify the glory of the Son, through us. 
 
__________________________________________ 
1 NOTE: Adam Clarke writes concerning these events in the past tense; ‘The Gentiles, whom He determined to call 
into his Church with the Jewish people, He called - He invited by the preaching of the Gospel, to believe on his Son 
Jesus Christ. It is worthy of note, that all that is spoken here refers to what had already taken place; for the calling, 
justifying, and glorifying are here represented as having already taken place, as well as the foreknowing and the 
predestinating. It is therefore reasonable to suppose that the apostle refers to what God had already done among 
the Jews and Gentiles: though he may also speak of the things that were not as though they were.’ Adam Clarke, 
Commentary on Romans 8. The Adam Clarke Commentary. (1832). Date Accessed: March 1, 2018. 
https://www.studylight.org/commentaries/acc/romans-8.html. 
 
2 Holy Bible – King James Version, Scofield Study Bible, (New York: Oxford University Press, 2000), Romans 8:28. 
 
3 Ibid., Romans 8:31. 
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     Verse 28, His purpose and verse 31 is the promise. However verses 29-30 deal with the 
plan. ‘For whom he did foreknow, he also did predestinate to be conformed to the image of his 
Son, that he might be the firstborn among many brethren. 30 Moreover whom he did 
predestinate, them he also called: and whom he called, them he also justified: and whom he 
justified, them he also glorified.’4 

     Those who are predestined by God are also called effectively to faith through the gospel. 
Paul explains from 2 Thessalonians, as he writes, ‘But we are bound to give thanks to God 
always for you, brethren beloved of the Lord, for that God chose you from the beginning unto 
salvation in sanctification of the Spirit and belief of the truth: 14 whereunto he called you 
through our gospel, to the obtaining of the glory of our Lord Jesus Christ.’5 And all those who 
are called are also justified (declared to be right in the sight of God).6  

     However, not all who are invited to believe are actually saved and justified, therefore the 
‘calling’ seen here in Romans 8:30 does not refer to the mere general call or the invitation 
to believe the gospel and repent, but it indeed refers to the effectual call that creates the 
faith necessary for justification (Romans 5:1).7 

     All those who are justified will on day also be glorified (receive resurrection bodies) on 
that last day. The Apostle Paul speaks of glorification as if it were already completed, since 
God will certainly finish the good work which He start. This is His plan, all for His purpose 
and we have His Sovereign guarantee. Paul writes, ‘ I am convinced and confident of this very 
thing, that He who has begun a good work in you will [continue to] perfect and complete it 
until the day of Christ Jesus [the time of His return].’8 

     The Apostle Paul goes on to say in this text, speaking of the guarantor of those who are 
the called according to the purpose of God. He is our Sovereign Saviour, the who, is the One 
that redeemed us and the One now who intercedes for us.  
 
 

__________________________________________ 
4 Holy Bible – King James Version, Scofield Study Bible, (New York: Oxford University Press, 2000), Romans 8:29-30. 
 
5 American Standard Version, ASV Study Bible, (New York, NY: Oxford University Press, 1929), 2 Thessalonians 2:13-
14. 
 
6 ESV Study Bible Notes, Commentary Notes, ESV Crossway Study Bible. (Wheaton, IL: Crossway, 2008), 2172. 
 
7 NOTE: Justification by Faith – ‘Therefore, being justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus 
Christ.’ 21st Century King James Version, King James Version Bible KJ21, (Gary, SD: 21st Century King James Bible 
Publishers), Romans 5:1. 
 
8 Amplified Bible, AMP Bible, (La Habra, CA: The Lockman Foundation, Zondervan, 2015), Philippians 1:6. 
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Romans 8:32-34 
 

 32 He that spared not his own Son, but delivered him up for us all, how shall he not with him 
also freely give us all things? 
 

33 Who shall lay any thing to the charge of God's elect? It is God that justifieth. 
 

34 Who is he that condemneth? It is Christ that died, yea rather, that is risen again, who is even 
at the right hand of God, who also maketh intercession for us.9 
 
       This entire chapter builds on the case for the eternal security of the believer, yet it is 
routed in the supreme Sovereignty of God. Without God’s purpose there would be no 
salvation, nor would there be any security. Dr. C. I. Scofield in his comprehensive reference 
notes writes, that we have here foreknowledge (election), predestination, the effectual call, 
justification and glorification. Yet the complete order does not start with foreknowledge. 
However it all began with the purpose of God in verse number 28.15 

     Now Paul is about to bring this glorious chapter to a close; with an absolute, certain 
promise of God through Christ Jesus – the One who died for, ransomed and redeemed His 
sheep. All that the Father gave, those who are the called according to His purpose. 

Romans 8:35-39 
 
35 Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? shall tribulation, or distress, or persecution, 
or famine, or nakedness, or peril, or sword? 
 

36 As it is written, For thy sake we are killed all the day long; we are accounted as sheep for 
the slaughter. 
 

37 Nay, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him that loved us. 
 

38 For I am persuaded, that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor powers, 
nor things present, nor things to come, 
 

39 Nor height, nor depth, nor any other creature, shall be able to separate us from the love of 
God, which is in Christ Jesus our Lord.11 

 

This is it right here folks, our promise of certainty. There is absolutely nothing that can 
stand in the way of the purpose of God for His elect. Look at verse 35; ‘Who shall separate us 
from the love of Christ?’12 
 
__________________________________________ 
9 Holy Bible – King James Version, Scofield Study Bible, (New York: Oxford University Press, 2000), Romans 8:32-34. 
 
10 C. I. Scofield, Scofield Reference Notes, ‘Scofield Study Bible,’ (New York: Oxford University Press, 2000), 1250 / 
1317-18. 
 
11 Holy Bible – King James Version, Scofield Study Bible, (New York: Oxford University Press, 2000), Romans 8:35-39. 
 
12 Ibid., Romans 8:35a. 
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     This of course is a rhetorical question, and it is not so much the what but the who; and 
who shall separate us from the love of Christ Jesus?13 That ‘who’ that is a personal pronoun 
that identifies a specific person that wants nothing more but to separate you. However, 
Paul tells us here that even the ‘who’ there cannot. That who is none other than Satan 
himself.  
 

     Satan would love nothing more than to make us think that we have been abandoned by 
God. Satan tries to get believers to think that Christ does not love them anymore, and he 
will try to create seven types of catastrophes that can begin to play with a believer’s mind. 
Satan is the god of this world; he is the prince of the power of the air. He has far more 
power than we give him credit, yet he has no power against the purpose of God from verse 
28.  
 

• He has no charging power from Romans 8:33 – ‘Who shall lay any thing to the charge 
of God's elect? It is God that justifieth.’14 

 

• He has no condemning power from Romans 8:34 – ‘Who is to condemn? Christ Jesus 
is the one who died—more than that, who was raised—who is at the right hand of 
God, who indeed is interceding for us.’15 

 

• And he has no separating power from Romans 8:35 – ‘Who can separate us from the 
love of Christ?’16 

 

     Paul gives us a list of catastrophes mentioned in these next two verses17 are caused by 
that someone identified as the who. Satan, the controller of the fall, yet he is still limited by 
the power and purpose of Almighty God.  
__________________________________________ 
13 NOTE: Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? – ‘Christians need have no doubts about any aspect of their 
salvation. If God has given the greatest of all gifts, the gift of his Son, nothing is beyond him (31-32). They need not 
fear any accusations against them, because the one who has declared them righteous is God himself, and he has 
done so on the basis of the perfect work of Jesus Christ (33-34). Nor should they fear persecution or even 
martyrdom, because through Christ they are assured of final victory (35-37). No matter what happens to them, 
nothing can separate them from the unchanging love of God (38-39).’ Donald C. Flemming, Commentary 
on Romans 8. Brideway Bible Commentary. (2005). Date Accessed: March 1, 2018. 
https://www.studylight.org/commentaries/bbc/romans-8.html. 2005. 
 
14 Holy Bible – King James Version, Scofield Study Bible, (New York: Oxford University Press, 2000), Romans 8:33. 
 
15 English Standard Version, ESV Reformation Study Bible, (Orlando: Reformation Trust of Ligonier Ministries, 2015), 
Romans 8:34. 
 
16 Holman Christian Standard Bible, HCSB. (Nashville: Holman Bible Publishers, 2009) Romans 8:35. 
 
17 NOTE: ‘All of the calamities mentioned here were suffered by Paul himself, as a glance at 2 Corinthians 11 will 
show; and, despite the fact of all things working together for good for Christians, the hardships and sufferings they 
endure prove that no exemption from life's sorrows has been provided for them. On the contrary, it was doubtless a 
fact that the Christians of that age suffered far more than other groups of mankind; and, due to the natural 
discouragement arising from such extraordinary sufferings, there was a constant temptation for the Christians to 
fall into doubt and discouragement, or grow cold in their love to the Lord, or to acquire deep feelings of guilt arising 
from a view of their hardships as being caused by their sins. It has ever been the tendency of troubled individuals to 
become depressed and doubtful, as was the case with John the Baptist when thrown into prison (Matthew 11:2). 
Paul in this marvelous peroration emphasized the fact that all guilt had been removed through the death of Christ,  
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Romans 8:35-36 
 
35 Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? shall tribulation, or distress, or persecution, 
or famine, or nakedness, or peril, or sword? 
 
36 As it is written, For thy sake we are killed all the day long; we are accounted as sheep for 
the slaughter.18 
 
     Verse 35 speaks of everything from tribulation to death by the sword, and verse 36 even 
elaborates upon that martyrdom. Paul tells us that none of these things that Satan throws 
at us can separate us from the love of Christ. 
 

Romans 8:37 
 
37 Nay, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him that loved us.19 
 
     The Apostle Paul elaborates upon this great love for us in his letter to the Colossians 
chapter two; as he writes; 
 

     ‘For I want you to know how great a struggle I have on your behalf and for 
those who are at Laodicea, and for all those who have not personally seen my 
face, 2 that their hearts may be encouraged, having been knit together in love, 
and attaining to all the wealth that comes from the full assurance of under-
standing, resulting in a true knowledge of God’s mystery, that is, Christ 
Himself, 3 in whom are hidden all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge. 4 I 
say this so that no one will delude you with persuasive argument. 5 For even 
though I am absent in body, nevertheless I am with you in spirit, rejoicing to 
see your good discipline and the stability of your faith in Christ. 
 
6 Therefore as you have received Christ Jesus the Lord, so walk in Him, 7 having 
been firmly rooted and now being built up in Him and established in your faith, 
just as you were instructed, and overflowing with gratitude. 8 See to it that no 
one takes you captive through philosophy and empty deception, according to 
the tradition of men, according to the elementary principles of the world, 
rather than according to Christ.9 For in Him all the fullness of Deity dwells in 
bodily form,’20 

 
__________________________________________ 
Continued: that condemnation of God's children is impossible. God himself is "for them." What a shout of victory is 
this passage!’ James Burton Coffman. Commentary on Romans 8, Coffman Commentaries on the Old and New 
Testament, Abilene Christian University Press, Abilene, TX: (1983-1999) Date Accesses: February 27, 2018. 
https://www.studylight.org/commentaries/bcc/romans-8.html. 
 
18 Holy Bible – King James Version, Scofield Study Bible, (New York: Oxford University Press, 2000), Romans 8:35-
36. 
 
19 Ibid., Romans 8:37. 
 
20 New American Standard Version, NASB Study Bible, (Nashville: Thomas Nelson Publishing – Harper Collins, 2013), 
Colossians 2:1-9. 

https://www.studylight.org/commentaries/bcc/romans-8.html
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     Paul moves on in Colossians to explain why we are more than conquers. It is not because 
of us, but by the finished work of Christ.  
 

‘10 and you are complete in Him, who is the head of all principality and power. 
11 In Him you were also circumcised with the circumcision made without 
hands, by putting off the body of the sins of the flesh, by the circumcision of 
Christ, 12 buried with Him in baptism, in which you also were raised 
with Him through faith in the working of God, who raised Him from the 
dead. 13 And you, being dead in your trespasses and the uncircumcision of your 
flesh, He has made alive together with Him, having forgiven you all 
trespasses, 14 having wiped out the handwriting of requirements that was 
against us, which was contrary to us. And He has taken it out of the way, having 
nailed it to the cross. 15 Having disarmed principalities and powers, He made a 
public spectacle of them, triumphing over them in it.’21 

 

     We are conquerors because of what Christ accomplished. We are not fighting to a victory 
however; we are fighting from and in victory because of Christ. Paul goes on in Romans 
chapter 8 and lays down his own assurance and confidence.  
 
Romans 8:38a 
 
38 For I am persuaded,22 
 
     Paul is saying here, I have a strong and unwavering confidence. Latin Vulgate, “I am 
certain.” The expression here implies unwavering certainty. The verb persuaded, or “I am 
convinced” is a perfect, passive verb, which means that God had persuaded Paul, in the past 
and right on into the present, that nothing could separate him from the love of Christ. Now 
he gives us this long list that has no power over us because of the security of the purpose of 
God.23 
__________________________________________ 
21 New King James Version, New King James Version Bible, (Nashville: Thomas Nelson Publishing - Harper Collins, 
2012), Colossians 2:10-15. 
 
22 Holy Bible – King James Version, Scofield Study Bible, (New York: Oxford University Press, 2000), Romans 8:38. 
 
23 NOTE: Verses 38, Calvin writes; ‘He is now carried away into hyperbolic expressions, that he might confirm us 
more fully in those things which are to be experienced. Whatever, he says, there is in life or in death, which seems 
capable of tearing us away from God, shall effect nothing; nay, the very angels, were they to attempt to overturn 
this foundation, shall do us no harm. It is no objection, that angels are ministering spirits, appointed for the 
salvation of the elect, (Hebrews 1:14) for Paul reasons here on what is impossible, as he does in Galatians 1:8; and 
we may hence observe, that all things ought to be deemed of no worth, compared with the glory of God, since it is 
lawful to dishonor even angels in vindicating his truth. (279) Angels are also meant by principalities and 
powers, (280) and they are so called, because they are the primary instruments of the Divine power: and these two 
words were added, that if the word angels sounded too insignificant, something more might be expressed. But you 
would, perhaps, prefer this meaning, “Nor angels, and whatever powers there may be;” which is a mode of 
speaking that is used, when we refer to things unknown to us, and exceeding our capacities.’ John Calvin, 
Commentary on Romans 8, Calvin’s Commentary on the Bible. (1840-57), Date Accessed: March 2, 2018. 
https://www.studylight.org/commentaries/cal/romans-8.html#31. 
 

https://www.studylight.org/commentaries/cal/romans-8.html#31
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Romans 8:38-39 
 
38 For I am persuaded, that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor powers, 
nor things present, nor things to come, 
 

39 Nor height, nor depth, nor any other creature, shall be able to separate us from the love of 
God, which is in Christ Jesus our Lord.24 
 

     There is nothing Church, nothing can separate God’s elect from Him, because it is 
according to His purpose. Along with all the things Paul mentions here, he adds; nor any 
other creature. Albert Barnes writes, ‘Nor any other created thing; any other thing in the 
universe; anything that can occur. This expresses the most unwavering confidence that all 
who were Christians would certainly continue to love the Lord Jesus, and be saved. Nothing at 
all shall have power to do it. The love to Christ is stronger than any influence, which they can 
exert on the mind.’25 
 
     We have heard the confidence of the Apostle Paul; now let us look at what Christ stated 
about this whole matter. 
 

John 6:37-40 
 
37 All that the Father giveth me shall come to me; and him that cometh to me I will in no wise 
cast out. 
 

38 For I came down from heaven, not to do mine own will, but the will of him that sent me. 
 

39 And this is the Father's will which hath sent me, that of all which he hath given me I should 
lose nothing, but should raise it up again at the last day. 
 

40 And this is the will of him that sent me, that every one which seeth the Son, and believeth on 
him, may have everlasting life: and I will raise him up at the last day.26 
 
     I do believe that is pretty clear once has a good understanding of Romans 8. Jesus is 
stating here that all that the Father gave Him; He will not lose one.  Dr. Thomas Constable 
writes: 
 

‘Verses 38-40 - Jesus next explained why He would accept all who come to 
Him and will preserve them. The purpose of the Incarnation was that the Son 
would fulfill the Father’s will. The Father’s will was that the Son should lose 
no individual of all whom the Father gave Him. Preserving them includes 
raising them from the dead to eternal life. The distant purpose of the Father 
is the eternal life of those whom He gives to the Song of Solomon, namely, 
those who believe on the Son. Jesus Himself will raise believers. This is an 
added proof of our security. 

__________________________________________ 
24 Holy Bible – King James Version, Scofield Study Bible, (New York: Oxford University Press, 2000), Romans 8:38-
39. 
 
25 Albert Barnes, Commentary on Romans 8, Barnes Commentary Notes on the N.T. (1870), Date Accessed: March 
2, 2018. https://www.studylight.org/commentaries/bnb/romans-8.html#31. 
 
26 Holy Bible – King James Version, Scofield Study Bible, (New York: Oxford University Press, 2000), John 6:37-40. 

https://www.studylight.org/commentaries/bnb/romans-8.html#31
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“This thought is of the greatest comfort to believers. Their assurance is based 
not on their feeble hold on Christ, but on his sure grip on them (cf. John 
10:28 f.)." [Note: Morris, p326.]27 

Beholding the Son equals believing in Him here. Jesus meant beholding with 
the eyes of faith. The last day is the day of the resurrection of believers, 
whenever it may occur. It is last in the sense that it will be the last day that 
we experience mortality. 

“John 6:37-40 contains Jesus" explanation of the process of personal 
salvation. These are among the most profound words He ever spoke, and we 
cannot hope to plumb their depths completely. He explained that salvation 
involves both divine sovereignty and human responsibility." [Note: Wiersbe, 
1:312.]28 

The fact of divine election did not embarrass Jesus or John. Even though God 
has chosen the elect for salvation, they must believe on Jesus. Jesus balanced 
these truths beautifully in this discourse (cf. John 17:1; John 17:6; John 
17:9; John 17:24). He likewise affirmed the eternal security of the believer 
(cf. John 17:11-12). If one believer failed to reach heaven, it would be a 
disgrace for the Son since it would indicate His inability or unwillingness to 
fulfill the Father’s will. Judas Iscariot may appear at first to be an exception, 
but God did not choose Him for salvation (John 6:70-71; John 17:12) even 
though Jesus chose him as one of the Twelve.’29 

     Let us close with another promise of no separation: 
 
John 17:1-3 
 

1 These words spake Jesus, and lifted up his eyes to heaven, and said, Father, the hour is come; 
glorify thy Son, that thy Son also may glorify thee: 
 
2 As thou hast given him power over all flesh, that he should give eternal life to as many as 
thou hast given him. 
 

3 And this is life eternal, that they might know thee the only true God, and Jesus Christ, whom 
thou hast sent.30 
__________________________________________ 
27 Leon, Morris, The Epistle to the Romans. (Grand Rapids, MI: William B. Eerdmans Publishing Company, 1988), 
326. 
 
28 Warren W. Wiersbe, The Bible Exposition Commentary New Testament Volume 1. (Colorado Springs, CO: David C. 
Cook, 1989), 312. 
 
29 Dr. Thomas Constable D.D., Commentary on John 6, Expository Notes of Dr. Thomas Constable, (2012). Date 
Accessed: March 1, 2018. https://www.studylight.org/commentaries/dcc/john-6.html. 
 
30 Holy Bible – King James Version, Scofield Study Bible, (New York: Oxford University Press, 2000), John 17:1-3. 
 

https://www.studylight.org/commentaries/dcc/john-6.html
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     Let me highlight and summarize just a few of these promise verse from the High Priestly 
Prayer of John 17: 
 

• John 17:9 – ‘ I pray for them; I pray not for the world, but for them whom Thou hast 
given Me, for they are Thine.’31 Notice in there the term, given me. 
 

• John 17:10-11 – ‘And all mine are thine, and thine are mine; and I am glorified in 
them. 11 And now I am no more in the world, but these are in the world, and I come to 
thee. Holy Father, keep through thine own name those whom thou hast given me, that 
they may be one, as we are.’32 Now, notice there Jesus prays to the Father that He 
keep all that He has given the Son. 

 

• John 17:12 – ‘While I was with them in the world, I kept them in thy name: those that 
thou gavest me I have kept, and none of them is lost, but the son of perdition; that the 
scripture might be fulfilled.’33 If you think you can keep yourself, think again. Jesus 
kept His own while He was with them. Now He prays for them to all be kept by the 
Father. This shows us our great need for the Good Shepherd. 

 

• John 17:15-17 – ‘ I do not ask that you take them out of the world, but that you keep 
them from the evil one. 16 They are not of the world, just as I am not of the world.      
17 Sanctify them in the truth; your word is truth.’34 

 

• John 17:20-21 – ‘I do not ask on behalf of these alone, but for those also who believe in 
Me through their word; 21 that they may all be one; even as You, Father, are in Me and 
I in You, that they also may be in Us, so that the world may believe that You sent Me.’35 

 

• John 17:22-23 – ‘And the glory which You gave Me I have given them, that they may be 
one just as We are one: 23 I in them, and You in Me; that they may be made perfect in 
one, and that the world may know that You have sent Me, and have loved them as You 
have loved Me.’36 

  

• John 17:24 – ‘Father, I will that they also, whom thou hast given me, be with me where 
I am; that they may behold my glory, which thou hast given me: for thou lovedst me 
before the foundation of the world.’37 

__________________________________________ 
31 21st Century King James Version, King James Version Bible KJ21, (Gary, SD: 21st Century King James Bible 
Publishers), John 17:9. 
 
32 Holy Bible – King James Version, Scofield Study Bible, (New York: Oxford University Press, 2000), John 17:10-11. 
 
33 Ibid., John 17:12. 
 
34 English Standard Version, ESV Reformation Study Bible, (Orlando: Reformation Trust of Ligonier Ministries, 2015), 
John 17:15-17. 
 
35 New American Standard Version, NASB Study Bible, (Nashville: Thomas Nelson Publishing – Harper Collins, 2013), 
John 17:20-21. 
 
36 New King James Version, New King James Version Bible, (Nashville: Thomas Nelson Publishing - Harper Collins, 
2012), John 17:22-23. 
 
37 Holy Bible – King James Version, Scofield Study Bible, (New York: Oxford University Press, 2000), John 17:24. 
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     When we let Scripture interpret Scripture, taken in its proper context, well will see that 
for those that are in Christ Jesus, because they are the called according to His purpose. 
 

• There is no condemnation. 
• There can be no accusation. 
• There is no separation. 

 
     Not because of what we have done or are doing. However, it is because of the finished 
work of Christ Jesus through the purpose of a Sovereign God. There is your eternal security 
Church, rooted and built up in the Sovereignty of God.  
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