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I. Introduction 

 

 Recall that we saw that in the NT, there are clearly two themes on the subject of the relationship of the 

Son and the Spirit.  On the one hand, Jesus submits to the Spirit and relies on the Spirit in doing his 

work, in performing his miracles, and in living his life.  But on the other hand, Jesus also claims 

authority over the Spirit and proclaims unequivocally that the Spirit will glorify him. 

 

 In the former case, he submits because he comes as the Messiah – a full human who must rely on the 

Spirit and be filled with the Spirit to fulfill the mission that the Father has sent him to do. 

 

 But in the latter case, Jesus shows his eternal, and now his resurrected authority over the Spirit, to 

send the Spirit he received from the Father, and to direct just what the Spirit does and says.  Jesus’ 

authority and primacy over the Spirit, then, is in his role as the eternal Son of the Father. 

 

II. Jesus’ Authority and Primacy over the Spirit – in his role as the Son of the Father 

 

While Jesus submitted to the Spirit in his incarnational mission, Scripture is clear that the Spirit’s 

most fundamental role is to elevate, extol, and honor the higher position and authority of the Son. 

 

John 14:25-26 –  
25

 These things I have spoken to you while abiding with you. 
26

 But the Helper, the 

Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in My name, He will teach you all things, and bring to 

your remembrance all that I said to you. 

John 15:26 –  When the Helper comes, whom I will send to you from the Father, that is the Spirit of 

truth who proceeds from the Father, He will testify about Me 

Acts 2:33 –  Therefore having been exalted to the right hand of God, and having received from the 

Father the promise of the Holy Spirit, He has poured forth this which you both see and hear. 

John 16:5-7 – 
5
 “But now I am going to Him who sent Me; and none of you asks Me, ‘Where are you 

going?’  
6
 But because I have said these things to you, sorrow has filled your heart.  

7
 But I tell you 

the truth, it is to your advantage that I go away; for if I do not go away, the Helper will not cojme 

to you; but if I go, I will send Him to you.” 

John 16:12-15 –  
12

 “I have many more things to say to you, but you cannot bear them now.  
13

 But 

when He, the Spirit of truth, comes, He will guide you into all the truth; for He will not speak on 

His own initiative, but whatever He hears, He will speak; and He will disclose to you what is to 

come.  
14

 He will glorify Me, for He will take of Mine and will disclose it to you.  
15

 All things that 

the Father has are Mine; therefore I said that He takes of Mine and will disclose it to you.” 

1 Corinthians 12:3 –  Therefore I make known to you that no one speaking by the Spirit of God says, 

“Jesus is accursed”; and no one can say, “Jesus is Lord,” except by the Holy Spirit. 

1 John 4:1-3 –  
1 Beloved, do not believe every spirit, but test the spirits to see whether they are from 

God, because many false prophets have gone out into the world. 
2
 By this you now the Spirit of 

God: every spirit that confesses that Jesus Christ has come in the flesh is from God; 
3
 and every 
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spirit that does not confess Jesus is not from God; this is the spirit of the antichrist, of which you 

have heard that it is coming, and now it is already in the world. 

 

 Indication that the Messiah continues as the Spirit-anointed Messiah following his resurrection and 

exaltation: 

 

 Acts 1:1-2 – The first account I composed, Theophilus, about all that Jesus began to do and teach, 

until the day when He was taken up to heaven, after He had by the Holy Spirit given orders to the 

apostles whom He had chosen. 

 

 Revelation 5:6 – And I saw between the throne (with the four living creatures) and the elders a Lamb 

standing, as if slain, having seven horns and seven eyes, which are the seven Spirits of God, sent 

out into all the earth. 

 

III. The Spirit’s Uniform Purpose to Put Forward Jesus 

 

 Think of some of the ways it is so clear that the Spirit’s work constantly and comprehensively is to 

support, spotlight, honor, and uphold the work of the Son, not to advance himself. 

 

 A. Inspiration of Scripture, by the Spirit, but focused on Christ 

 

  Hebrews 1:1-2 – 
1
 God, after He spoke long ago to the fathers in the prophets in many portions 

and in many ways, 
2
 in these last days has spoken to us in His Son . . . . 

 

  2 Timothy 3:16-17 –  
16

 All Scripture is inspired by God and profitable for teaching, for reproof, 

for correction, for training in righteousness;  
17

 so that the man of God may be adequate, 

equipped for every good work. 

 2 Peter 1:20-21 –  
20

 But know this first of all, that no prophecy of Scripture is a matter of one’s 

own interpretation, 
21

 for no prophecy was ever made by an act of human will, but men moved 

by the Holy Spirit spoke from God. 

  Both Heb 1:1-2 and 2 Tim 3:16 indicate that “God” brought about the OT Scriptures through the 

prophets.  But even the word theopneustos in 2 Tim 3:16 implies he brought about this revelation 

through his “breath” or “Spirit.”  So, the Father directs the revelation through the prophets and 

inspiration of Scripture through the agency of the Spirit who actually “breathes forth” the word 

through their speaking and writing.  Hence, 2 Pet 1:20-21 can say more explicitly that the Spirit 

moved the prophets to speak what they did “from God.”  So, the Father directs and the Spirit 

brings forth divine revelation through the words and writing of the prophets.  Now the question 

becomes, “what is the content of the revelation that the Father directs and the Spirit breaths forth?”  

Clearly, Christ is the center of this revelation, its primary content and focus.  Consider the 

following: 

 

  Luke 24:24-27,44 –  
24

 Some of those who were with us went to the tomb and found it just exactly 

as the women also had said; but Him they did not see.  
25

 And He said to them, “O foolish men 

and slow of heart to believe in all that the prophets have spoken!  
26

 Was it not necessary for 

the Christ to suffer these things and to enter into His glory?”  
7
 Then beginning with Moses 

and with all the prophets, He explained to them the things concerning Himself in all the 

Scriptures. . . .  
44

 Now He said to them, “These are My words which I spoke to you while I 
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was still with you, that all things which are written about Me in the Law of Moses and the 

Prophets and the Psalms must be fulfilled.” 

  One might expect what Paul talks about is mostly about the Spirit.  But, in the very context where 

he asserts that the words he speaks are taught by the Spirit, listen to what he talks about: 

  1 Corinthians 1:18, 23; 2:2 –  
18 For the word of the cross is foolishness to those who are 

perishing, but to us who are being saved it is the power of God. . . .  
23

 but we preach Christ 

crucified, to Jews a stumbling block and to Gentiles foolishness . . . .  
2:2

 For I determined to 

know nothing among you except Jesus Christ, and Him crucified. 

  Galatians 6:14 –   But may it never be that I would boast, except in the cross of our Lord Jesus 

Christ, through which the world has been crucified to me, and I to the world. 

 

 B. Evangelism, by the Spirit, proclaiming the gospel of Christ 

 

  Consider Acts 1:8, and marvel at the Spirit’s empowerment to proclaim not the message of  the 

Spirit but the message of Christ.   “You shall be My witnesses,” says Jesus.    And what does Peter 

proclaim on the day of Pentecost when the Spirit descends?  Christ crucified, risen, and exalted!  

This is part of what makes the inclusivist view so wrong and distressing.  There is no independent 

work of the Spirit that does not point to the Son.  Everything about the Spirit’s work involves 

Christ and his work. 

 

 C. Salvation, wrought in our lives by the Spirit, to conform us to the likeness of Christ 

 

  In initial conversion (2 Cor 4:4-6), and in our transformation (2 Cor 3:18), the Spirit constantly 

urges upon us the beauty and glory of Christ.   

 

 1 Corinthians 12:3 –  Therefore I make known to you that no one speaking by the Spirit of God 

says, “Jesus is accursed”; and no one can say, “Jesus is Lord,” except by the Holy Spirit. 

  The Spirit, then, chooses in all he does to shine the spotlight on Jesus 

 

 

IV. Application 

 

 1. Marvel at the Spirit’s deep and abiding willingness to serve unnoticed, without overt recognition 

and honor.  Though He is fully God and is equal to the Father and Son, yet his role is consistently 

to defer honor, and to seek to bring about the honor of the Son, to the glory of the Father. 

 

 2. Marvel at the Spirit who does not begrudge being sent from the Father and the Son.  The Father 

gives the Spirit to the Son, and the Son then gives him to the church (John 15:26; Acts 2:33). 

 

 3. Marvel at the unity of relationships within the Trinity, when Father, Son, and Spirit each 

participate in their unique ways but do so with one common mission, one common purpose, 

cooperating fully, supporting each other in their various roles, to see those common goals met.   


