
The Power of His Grace Over Our Weakness
By Shawn Reynolds

Bible Text: 2 Corinthians 12:9
Preached on: Sunday, March 25, 2018

Grace Particular Baptist Church
5725 Imperial Lakes Blvd
Mulberry, FL 33860

Website: www.onefoldoneshepherd.org
Online Sermons: www.sermonaudio.com/graceparticular

Turn with me this morning to our text. We're right back where we were just a minute ago 
in 2 Corinthians 12:9.

9 And he said unto me, My grace is sufficient for thee: for my strength is 
made perfect in weakness. Most gladly therefore will I rather glory in my 
infirmities, that the power of Christ may rest upon me. 

Let us pray.

Dear heavenly Father, how glorious thou art and how faithful thou art and how great 
thou art. O Lord, if it be thy will in this hour to bring us and empty us, to bring us to thy 
feet to be instructed. Lord, may the crumbs fall from thy hand to the souls of thy people. 
May you be pleased to reveal thy power and, Lord, may you be pleased to reveal our 
weakness. Show us, Lord, thy faithfulness and thy amazing grace and may you truly make
it sweet to our ears and our soul that your name would be glorified and praised and 
thought upon and desired above any other name. In Jesus' name I pray. Amen.

Earlier in the week, I asked my wife how she was doing and she said to me, "I am weak," 
and I said to her, "Well, if you're weak, I have good news for you." This morning I asked 
her when she woke up how she was doing and she said, "I'm weak," and I said, "Well, I 
have good news for you." It's a saying that we both share with one another when we ask 
each other how we're doing and when that answer is given that we're weak, the other one 
will usually quote this verse. When we are weak, the Lord's grace is sufficient. It's his 
design. It's his way. I think about the answer that Jesus gave in this text to Paul's 
question, to Paul's prayer, to Paul's cry for help. 

As we have read the portion of Scripture already, I want you to direct your attention to 
verses 7 and 8 for the Lord reveals to Paul why he would bring this thorn into his life. I 
have read many commentaries, I've read many sermons, I've read many things from man 
who always speculates about what this thorn is and I chuckle sometimes because I know 
that getting lost in the physicality of things we lose the depth of what the Lord's intention 
of the word is. Truly it's revealed here. The revelation of what the thorn is, is here. It's a 
messenger of Satan, whatever thorn that is.
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Last week as we looked at Job and how Satan could do nothing to Job. He was a dog on a
leash, so to speak. He couldn't touch Job. He couldn't do anything. But yet he came 
before God and asked permission and it was granted, and you may think that's cruel and 
you may think that's harsh, but as we talked about last week, it was for Job's soul. 

Paul had begun this chapter with such glorious things, to be taken to paradise. It's been 14
years when he wrote this that the Lord had taken him to a place and revealed himself to 
him in the highest and highest ways where he saw nothing but his Lord. He saw nothing 
else. He didn't see himself and yet Paul tells us in 7 and 8 the necessity of the Lord, why 
he would do such a thing so that Paul would not be exalted above measure from the 
abundance of revelation.

As we grow in this life in the grace and knowledge of the Lord, it is of the utmost 
necessity that in that walk and in that growth, the Lord brings humility, he brings 
humbleness. He humbles his child before him so that we do not rely upon us for we 
believe or start to think that these revelations come to us because of some kind of merit or
that we're ever entitled to the great grace of the Lord, or that we ever could merit it, or we
could wish it or make it come to us in the way of our own power. The Lord is faithful and
he comes with those messengers of Satan and he comes and he buffets us with a thorn in 
the flesh lest we should be exalted above measure.

I've said it before from this pulpit when speaking about this passage, that if Paul was 
brought to pray three times, I believe that is perfection; that Paul prayed over and over 
because in his life, this was something needed. Paul would later write to the church at 
Philippi that he had not attained. If anybody we ever think that someone had come and 
attained to a great knowledge, that he had grown so much and was emptied of self so 
much, we would ascribe that to the Apostle Paul, but yet he said, "I have not attained." 
Thus the thorn in the flesh. Thus the humbling that the Lord brings to his people. As the 
Lord brought Paul to the throne of grace, and as he brings Paul over and over to the 
throne of grace, the answer that the Lord gave Paul then and over all the time, as testified 
in all the other letters written, is that his grace is sufficient for him. The Lord's grace is 
sufficient for his people.

I want you to see how this verse starts. It's personal. He didn't speak to Paul corporately 
as the church. He didn't speak. Our relationship with the Lord must be personal. In John 
10:27, John writes, "My sheep hear my voice, and I know them, and they follow me." 
The child of God, the sheep, will hear the Shepherd's voice. I'm not here to debate 
whether it's audible, whether it's in the mind. Clearly it's in the soul and at this moment 
he said unto me, he sent to the soul of his servant that his grace, "my grace," the Lord's 
grace, was sufficient for him. The sufficiency. Understand that the message for the child 
of God as Satan buffets us, and we saw last week in many waves that came in Job's life. It
came in physical affliction. It came in the loss of loved ones. It came in the loss of things 
in the life. It came in the affliction of the mind. It came through the loved one that was 
given to him. In all of that, in all of our walk here upon this earth, in whatever affliction 
of soul that is brought by God's providence into our life, it is to reveal how great and how
amazing his grace is and that it is sufficient.

Page 2 of 9



One of the names given to God in the Old Testament was El Shaddai. The name here 
given to Christ, "my grace is sufficient," is El Shaddai, which means "all sufficient God." 
Our Lord is all sufficient. Take a moment, all of us, we wouldn't be in this place if we did
not believe in grace. But I challenge you now as the Lord is worthy, as the Lord is 
pleased, as the Lord comes with power to your soul, to answer that question: is the Lord's
grace sufficient? Does he teach you his sufficiency through grace? Because if he does 
not, it is not grace. That is the purpose of the Lord's grace is to teach us the sufficiency of
the Lord. 

Paul said it in 2 Corinthians 3:5, "Not that we are sufficient of ourselves to think any 
thing as of ourselves." Did you hear that? We are not sufficient to get to this place. We 
can't trust him, we can't believe in him, we can't even trust in the grace and the promises 
of the Lord without the Lord's grace coming first to our soul to meet us, to empower us, 
to bring us to see his all-sufficiency. 

"Our sufficiency is of God." That's how that verse ends, "but our sufficiency is of God." 
And Christ's answer to Paul is that, "I am El Shaddai. My grace, my daily bread, my love,
my peace, my faith is sufficient for you." And it's personal to Paul and it will be personal 
to every child of God. He must say that to you today in the abundance of life when 
prosperity is here, and in the hardness of life, and in every day that's in between where we
have the ups and the goods and the bads. The Lord's grace is sufficient.

In 2 Corinthians 9:8 Paul writes, "And God is able to make all grace abound toward you; 
that ye, always having all sufficiency in all things, may abound to every good work." 
Grace in the child of God's life is active and that activity of the Lord in his soul is living 
grace and it produces the work of Christ because it's his. That's what Paul said there, that 
having all-sufficiency in all things, that's what the power of grace is. All-sufficiency in all
things that we may abound to every good work in Christ.

In Romans 11:5-6 Paul writes, "Even so then at this present time also there is a remnant 
according to the election of grace. And if by grace," listen to this, "if by grace then is it 
no more of works." Paul and what he's taught in the sufficiency of the Lord, it empties the
child of God of the word "I. Yet not I." And he doesn't walk around talking about what he
does and he doesn't walk around saying about who he is other than he is a sinner saved by
grace. That's what grace teaches the child of God in the school of Christ, it humbles him 
to say, "Lord, not unto me. Not unto me but unto thy name be all glory, all honor, all 
praise. And if by grace, then it is no more of works: otherwise grace is no more grace." 
There is no mixture in the Lord's grace. It will never never never mix with you. It will 
never mix with your works. It will never mix with your strength. 

As we saw last week, as we see today in the servants of the Lord, in Job, in Paul, must be 
emptied to show that we are weak. It is so contrary to the world today and it's so contrary 
to what religion teaches you, that your strength is in yourself to overcome; that your 
strength is in God's grace when you grab hold of it; and your strength is in you to reach 
our your hand and say to God, "I'm ready for you to come and save me now." That's not 

Page 3 of 9



grace, Paul said, that's works, and your boast is your own boast because it's you bringing 
God down. It's you reaching out to God. It's you putting the crown upon your head that is 
not lawful and has never been given to you. The crowns that the children of God obtain in
heaven are thrown at the feet of their Lord because they are unworthy to wear a crown. 
The Lord is our crown. The Lord is our life.

"Otherwise grace is no more grace. But if it be of works, then is it no more grace: 
otherwise work is no more work." A very succinct logical explanation but a powerful 
one. There is no mixture. No matter what we try to do. I said this last week, what the 
Lord said to all of those servants who said, "We've done all of our duty," and the Lord 
said, "Yes, and in doing all of your duty, you're still unprofitable servants." The world's 
religion doesn't understand that. They charge God with harshness. They charge him with 
being mean. They charge him being unfair and we in the flesh do too. When we walk 
after the flesh, we charge God with these foolish things and we reply against him. And 
we wonder why, we even say that, we say, "God, why do you do the things you do?" But 
we have the answer for us, but until grace comes to the soul, until Christ says in the 
power of the Shepherd's voice. That's what Paul said, "He said unto me, My grace is 
sufficient for thee." Mine. The law came by Moses but grace and truth came by the Lord 
Jesus Christ. 

It's his to give and it humbles the child of God and brings him to the feet of his Lord. As 
we see in 7 and 8, it brought Paul to his feet to say, "Lord, I beseech thee. I cry out to 
thee." Notice that in verse 8. Don't miss that, "For this thing I besought the Lord," the 
Lord Jesus Christ who is now reigning, who is now ascended into heaven as his 
Mediator. He prayed unto Christ. He knows that the Lord is up there reigning. He knows 
that his Lord is his Intercessor. He knows that his Lord is the opener of all the 
storehouses of everything that exists in Christ, exists for the child of God only through 
and by Christ. 

All things consist in him and Paul cries out to the Lord Jesus Christ that it might depart 
from him, and that's okay. It's okay to be brought to cry out to the Lord the severity of the
trial, for we see our Lord in the garden who said, "Lord, if it be thy will," to his Father, 
"if it be thy will, let this cup pass from me. Nevertheless, thy will be done." We beseech 
the Lord and ask according to his will, not knowing what his will is. We are taught that as
the Lord exercises us here, as we learn to be and are conformed to the image of the Lord, 
and that's not our work. That's this amazing grace.

Peter says it this way in 1 Peter 5, "But the God of all grace, who hath called us unto his 
eternal glory by Christ Jesus," there is our Mediator, there is our Intercessor, there is the 
only one way to the Father, it's through the Son. We struggle with that so many times. 
We think there are other ways. We think there are new ways and new inventions. 
Sometimes in our hardness we don't believe we need the Lord. We believe we can get 
along just fine in ourselves, but make no mistake about it, the Lord will send the thorn. 
He will send the messengers of Satan to buffet, to beat down. To beat down all for the 
glory of God. 
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Satan doesn't know that. He believes he's having his way. "Oh, this is great. I have got 
control of it." But the Lord doesn't leave his children. The stronger than him comes and 
he kicks out Satan and he says, "Depart. Depart for this season." And he brings the child 
of God to the depth of grace to see and to bask and to revel in the grace of his Lord.

Now, this grace that Peter said in 1 Peter 5, "eternal glory by Christ Jesus, after that ye 
have suffered a while," that's that thorn, "make you perfect." Perfect. We talked about 
that last week and the Refiner. We talked about how the Lord sends the trial and the 
chastening so that he sees and conforms us to the image of his Son. 

"Make you perfect, stablish," you in Christ, "strengthen," you in Christ, "settle you," in 
Christ. Those things, that's what grace does and that's all of him and that's what he wants 
his servant to know. 

He said unto me, "My grace is sufficient for thee." And sometimes we desire the grace of 
God but certainly in our flesh we don't desire it the way the Lord has intended it to be, 
that for this vessel to receive grace, it must be emptied. It must be emptied of self. The 
two will never mix. Grace and self will not mix. It must be eradicated of self. Self must 
be pushed down and put down and beat down until the Lord reveals his great grace to 
show us the blood, to show us the redemption, to show us the power of Christ that rests 
upon us.

But he doesn't stop there. After he says, "My grace is sufficient for thee," he says once 
again, "for my strength," my strength, "is made perfect in weakness." That's the good 
news. Both times my wife said that to me, "I'm weak," she could muster a smile when I 
said that to her. A smile. She knows what that means. When I'm weak, the Lord reveals 
his strength. Not when I'm strong, when I'm weak.

In many ways in this life, the Lord has his ways to humble us. It can come through 
affliction. It can come in the mind. The Lord could humble us in the mind and the heart. 
He can use the ways and just to send that word to our souls and bring us to fear and then 
comfort us, to show us that he is the Lord. There are many ways. Many ways. His ways 
are so much higher than mine. I couldn't even sit here and start to delve into the depth of 
how the Lord works in the souls of his children.

But he says, "my strength is made perfect in weakness." David said in Psalm 59:9, 
"Because of his strength will I wait upon thee: for God is my defence." We can't even 
wait without the Lord's strength. Don't ever ever forget the fruit of Christ and the fruit of 
the Spirit is his to give and his to bring forth. There are so many religionists out there that
believe that those gifts are in your storehouse, they are in the storehouse of man to 
exercise them according to his power, man's power. Have faith. Have patience. Have joy. 
Have love. Exercise this. Exercise that. But the child of God through the buffetings of 
Satan, through the chastening hand of the Lord, through the mighty hand of God, is 
humbled. Humbled to see and to wait upon his Lord for his power. "My strength is made 
perfect in weakness."
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Paul in Ephesians 6:10 before he goes into the armor and the armor that armors the child 
of God, in Ephesians 6:10 he says, "Finally, my brethren, be strong in the Lord." You 
say, "Oh, well, he just wants..." But no, he goes on and says, "and in the power of his 
might." Then he goes on to tell us about the powerful armor that is put upon the child of 
God and the power and the might of the Lord. That's how it's put upon. That's how the 
shield of faith is wielded. That's how the sword of the Spirit is brought forth. It's not by 
duty. It's not by obedience. It's by the emptying of the child of God. The strength lies in 
the Lord. The strength is his. The battle is his and he will fight for you. He will carry you.
Yes, as I said earlier, that is what energizes, that is the strength in the life of the child of 
God, it is the Lord's strength. It is the Lord's way. It is the Lord revealing himself and the 
strong arm of the Lord.

In Colossians 1:11, Paul writes, "Strengthened with all might, according to his glorious 
power, unto all patience and longsuffering with joyfulness." Strengthened with all might. 
All the might of the Lord with his glorious power. 

It's in his power and that's how this verse ends, "Most gladly therefore will I rather glory 
in my infirmities," how do you get there, to glory in the infirmities, "that the power of 
Christ may rest upon me." The desire for the child of God is to be emptied. Not to raise 
up against the Lord and tell him what he's entitled to, what he should have, what my 
privileges are, but to cry out to the Lord and say, "Lord, without you, I can do nothing. 
You are the light and life of thy people."

"For my strength is made perfect in weakness." We need that power of Christ and when 
he exercises that power, it's a power that we know does not lie in self. That's the thing. 
When we're brought to trust him, we know it's a power greater than ours. We've heard 
that from our brethren. And what else can we say to those who are struggling but, "Oh, if 
the Lord gives you the strength to trust in it." We can't give them the strength. We can 
pray, we can beseech the Lord, we can cry out for his mercy, and the Lord is such a 
faithful Lord that in his time and in his perfect will, he brings forth that power and he 
exercises that power to empty the child of God of self and to reveal his Son, and to reveal
the glory of God, the hope of glory that's in his Son, the forgiveness of sins, the 
repentance that is plenteous with the Lord, the mercies that are new every day, the grace 
that abounds. Where our sin abounded first, grace does much more abound. What a 
glorious Lord.

Paul said it this way, and speaking of the glory of the Lord, we talked about gladly will I 
rather glory in his infirmities, Paul said in 1 Corinthians 1:31, "That, according as it is 
written, He that glorieth, let him glory in the Lord." The church's glory, as you'll see it 
here in a minute, is in their Head. Is in the Head. Is in Christ. The glory of the church is 
Christ. It's his glory. Paul later in 2 Corinthians 10:7 said, "But he that glorieth, let him 
glory in the Lord." He said it again. Zechariah wrote it this way in chapter 2, verse 5, 
"For I, saith the LORD, will be unto her," that's the church, "will be to her a wall of fire 
round about, and will be the glory in the midst of her." That's that Refiner. That's that 
fire. That's the Lord's faithfulness to bring his children to his feet, to purge them of the 
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dross over and over again. Oh, the Lord gives and the Lord takes away. Blessed be the 
name of the Lord. To him be all glory.

Let's go right now, if you will, hold your finger right there in 2 Corinthians 12 and just 
turn over to the beginning chapter of this book, chapter 1. Remember, Paul was brought 
to say, "Therefore will I rather glory in my infirmities that the power of Christ may rest 
upon me." 

Now let's look at this just starting in verse 3. "Blessed be God, even the Father of our 
Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of mercies, and the God of all comfort; Who comforteth us 
in all our tribulation," it says all our tribulation. He's the God of all comfort in all of our 
tribulation. You know, the thing about grace and the thing about the revelation of grace, 
when the Lord reveals the grace that he has done in the past, that's easier to see by faith. 
It's also easier to see the grace that will be revealed. At times when faith is present and 
faith is given, we see the grace that is to come, the eradication of sin from this body, the 
glory of the Lord to bring us to him, the end of the trial, but during, it's the grace for 
today that is the difficult one. It is the grace for the moment. But just because it's clouded 
to us, that we don't see, doesn't mean that the power of the Lord isn't there.

We like to focus on the end of the trial as being the grace of God and not the bringing of 
the trial, but that too is the depth of his grace. We must have the messengers of Satan and 
if we don't and if we're not buffeted and if we're not exercised, we will become prideful. 
Pride is something that lies in all of us. The pride of life. The pride of what we've done 
with our hands. "Look at the title that I have. Look what I've done for you. Look what 
I've done for this. Look how I should have this." The Lord is faithful to bring his child to 
his feet to empty him of the, "Look what I've done," and he replaces that to, "Look what 
the Lord has done." That's what grace teaches us.

"Blessed be God, even the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of mercies, and the 
God of all comfort; Who comforteth us in all our tribulation, that we may be able to 
comfort them which are in any trouble, by the comfort wherewith we ourselves are 
comforted of God. For as the sufferings of Christ abound in us, so our consolation also 
aboundeth by Christ." You know, it is a wonderful mercy when the Lord reveals to the 
church what he does in one another. What he does in one another. His faithfulness in this 
flock member. The faithfulness of the Lord's grace, the depth of it to bring them through 
this. He witnesses to us in that way if it's not our trial. 

This is the faithfulness of the Lord, to do this over and over again no matter what we do, 
no matter how much we complain, or no matter how much we question, and we all do 
that. As we heard with Job, that's what he did. Yes, he was brought to look at himself 
again and when self comes in, when we increase, the Lord's vision, and the Lord's help, 
and the Lord in our life decreases and that self must be put down under the feet of the 
Lord who has defeated all of our enemies, including self. They are under his feet and the 
Lord is faithful to do that.
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That's what Paul as a minister is saying, "For as the sufferings of Christ abound in us, so 
our consolation also aboundeth by Christ. And whether we be afflicted, it is for your 
consolation and salvation, which is effectual in the enduring of the same sufferings which
we also suffer: or whether we be comforted, it is for your consolation and salvation. And 
our hope of you is stedfast, knowing, that as ye are partakers of the sufferings, so shall ye
be also of the consolation." As the Lord brings his sufferings, he brings his peace. He 
brings his love. He brings his comfort in his time. And as Paul witnessed that in the Lord 
in his life, he shared that with his congregation, he shared that with his people he was 
writing to, and as they were encouraged to see what the Lord had done in Paul, they too 
could partake in what the Lord would do in their soul.

And I've said it so many times and I think we lose sight of that as we become impatient 
with one another, that our brethren are struggling with the same messengers of Satan. 
They are struggling with this world. They are struggling with self. They are struggling 
with this body of sin. And when the Lord humbles you to see their struggle and to 
identify with their struggle, there is a oneness in that that the church has in Christ. It is a 
oneness as one member suffers, we all suffer. And there are sufferings that each of us will
have this week that they will probably be that nobody knows about. The torments of the 
mind. The torments of the soul. The fears that will beset us. The physical afflictions that 
we have. The Lord is enough. His grace is sufficient. That's the message. That's the good 
news. That's the grace of God. "My grace is sufficient."

Let's turn back over to our text again. "And he said unto me, My grace is sufficient for 
thee: for my strength is made perfect in weakness. Most gladly therefore will I rather 
glory in my infirmities." Why, Paul? To see the power of Christ resting upon him. No 
man, no person, could ever get here on his own. You will never get here. You can 
doctrinally say, "Oh, I want the Lord's chastenings. I want to be exercised this way." 
That's your flesh. But when the Lord brings you here and say, "My joy is seeing the 
power of Christ rest upon me," the child of God knows what that means. To see the 
power of Christ means I must decrease and I certainly am not going to do that on my 
own. I am certainly not going to depend upon him on my own. I'm certainly not going to 
seek him. I'm certainly not going to do those things that I should do.

"Most gladly therefore will I rather glory in my infirmities, that the power of Christ may 
rest upon me. Therefore," because the power of Christ, "Therefore I take pleasure in 
infirmities." Pleasure in infirmities? In sicknesses? In afflictions? Pleasure? In 
reproaches, to be ridiculed by man, to suffer persecution at the hand of man because they 
don't understand the depth of Christ and what he is to me and that he's performed all 
things to me, for me?

"I take pleasure in infirmities, in reproaches, in necessities, in persecutions, in distresses 
for Christ's sake: for when I am weak, then am I strong." I've heard so many people quote
that and say, "Well, see, that's where your strength lies. Do you see how Paul has 
gathered his strength." That isn't Paul's strength. Paul didn't empty himself to get there. 
Paul tells us all throughout this that it's the power of Christ and that the Lord's grace is 
sufficient. It's the power of Christ to be felt, to be known, and to be exercised in.
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The last place I want to go is just over to Philippians 3 real quick. I know that next week, 
Lord willing, it's Resurrection Day and what a glorious revelation it is for the Lord to 
reveal to us that resurrection life is what he's given us. Anytime that you overcome, it's 
because of the resurrection life of Christ in you. Anytime that you have faith given to 
you, it's because of the resurrection life of Christ. But reading this, just 7 through 10, and 
then we'll go. 

"But what things were gain to me, those I counted loss for Christ. Yea doubtless, and I 
count all things but loss for the excellency of the knowledge of Christ Jesus my Lord: for 
whom I have suffered the loss of all things." That's what those buffetings come in. That's 
when the Lord chastens us. That's when the Lord's grace shows. You suffer the loss of the
things in this life but do you know what? That's not where your soul is. That's not where 
you're kept in heavenly places in Christ.

That's what he says here,  "for whom I have suffered the loss of all things, and do count 
them but dung, that I may win Christ, And be found in him." This is what I desire to see. 
This is what grace teaches the child of God, to be found in him, "not having mine own 
righteousness, which is of the law, but that which is through the faith of Christ." That's 
what his grace is sufficient to teach, it's the faith of Christ which is, "through the faith of 
Christ, the righteousness which is of God by faith." And what is his grace sufficient to 
teach us? "That I may know him, and the power of his resurrection, and the fellowship of 
his sufferings, being made conformable unto his death."

That's resurrection life. That is what our text says today. "He said unto me." This is how 
he says it. In the power of resurrection life, that's the way it comes to our soul. That's the 
vehicle, it's the faith of Christ. It's the power of grace to say to the child of God, "He is 
sufficient. He is to receive all glory. He has the power."

Our text one more time, "And he said unto me, My grace is sufficient for thee: for my 
strength is made perfect in weakness. Most gladly therefore will I rather glory in my 
infirmities, that the power of Christ may rest upon me." May the Lord bring that to your 
soul.

Dear heavenly Father, may you in all of thy ways that are good unto thee, bring us to see
and to experience the power of you in our soul as you see fit, Lord. Grow us in the grace 
and knowledge of thee for the glory of thee. In Jesus' name I pray. Amen.
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