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Of Donkeys, Rocks and Tears

Luke 19:28-44

Prayer:  Father, we just again thank you and praise you for the 

gift of your Son and we again thank you and praise you for this day 

that we can focus on your entry into Jerusalem, the  beginning of 

your passion week.  Father, we again thank you for the gift of your 

Holy Spirit, we have Father, Son and Holy Spirit an d we pray that 

your Spirit would guide us as we again open up your  word.  We want 

to learn more about you, we want to learn to be abl e to grow more, 

to love you even deeper than we do, and so we pray you would give 

us the presence of your Holy Spirit as we open up y our book and 

that it would be of permanent value and we pray thi s in Jesus' 

name.  Amen.  

Well, we looked at the account this morning, we rea d from the 

account the gospel of Matthew.  This is the gospel of Luke.  This 

is the gospel of Luke's reference to Palm Sunday be ginning at verse 

28 of chapter 19.  It says:  And when he had said these things, he  

-- this is Jesus -- went on ahead, going up to Jerusalem.  And when  

he drew near to Bethphage and Bethany, at the mount  that is called 



Olivet, he sent two of the disciples, saying, "Go i nto the village 

in front of you, where on entering you will find a colt tied, on 

which no one has ever yet sat.  Untie it and bring it here.  If 

anyone asks you, 'Why are you untying it?' You shal l say this:  

'The Lord has need of it. '"  So those who were sent  went away and 

found it just as he had told them.  And as they wer e untying the 

colt, its owners said to them, "Why are you untying  the colt?"  And 

he said, "The Lord has need of it."  And they broug ht it to Jesus, 

and throwing their cloaks on the colt, they sat Jes us on it.  And 

as he rode along, they spread their cloaks on the r oad.  As he was 

drawing near -- already on the way down the Mount o f Olives -- the 

whole multitude of his disciples began to rejoice a nd praise God 

with a loud voice for all the mighty works that the y had seen, 

saying, "Blessed is the King who comes in the name of the Lord!  

Peace in heaven and glory in the highest!"  And som e of the 

Pharisees in the crowd said to him, "Teacher, rebuk e your 

disciples."  He answered, "I tell you, if these wer e silent, the 

very stones would cry out."  And when he drew near and saw the 

city, he wept over it, saying, "Would that you, eve n you, had known 

on this day the things that make for peace!  But no w they are 

hidden from your eyes.  For the days will come upon  you, when your 

enemies will set up a barricade around you and surr ound you and hem 

you in on every side and tear you down to the groun d, you and your 

children within you.  And they will not leave one s tone upon 
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another in you, because you did not know the time o f your 

visitation."   

Well as we've said, today is Palm Sunday, this is t he day that we 

set aside to remember Jesus's triumphant entry into  Jerusalem.  And 

the palms, as you've seen, they represent the cloak s and the palms 

that the people outside of Jerusalem laid down on t he ground in 

order to welcome the man that they believed would b e their new 

king, their new liberator.  And there were huge cro wds in Jerusalem 

at the time because it was Passover and the familie s were all there 

to celebrate.  The crowd that was on the road to Je rusalem swelled 

into an even larger crowd when it met up with those  who had 

gathered to celebrate the raising of Lazarus from t he dead.  It was 

a crowd fil led primarily with those who had seen Je sus's miracles 

and perceived him to be the Messiah.  And on that o ne count they 

were absolutely correct.  But on every other count they couldn't 

possibly have been more wrong.  And Jesus took pain s just to show 

them how wrong they were.  In fact in Jesus's entry  into Jerusalem, 

he demonstrated just how wrong the crowd was milita rily, 

politically and spiritually.  Jesus was the Messiah  to be sure but 

none of the roles that were assigned to him by the crowd were even 

remotely accurate, and Jesus refused to be identifi ed that way.  

And so we look at the first attempt.  The first att empt at 
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misidentification, what was a military attempt.  Ma ny in the crowd 

were longing for a military leader, someone who wou ld help the Jews 

overthrow the Roman oppressors and usher in a brand  new reign for 

Israel.  I mean it's hard to imagine how desperatel y the Jews 

wanted to defeat and overthrow Rome.  It's difficul t, to say the 

least, to believe that you are the chosen people wh en another 

country occupies your country and dictates much of how you're going 

to govern yourself  And Rome was content to give Is rael a small 

measure of autonomy, I mean, they were not enslaved  like they were 

in the days when they were in Egypt under the Phara ohs but they had 

nowhere near the freedom to worship that they wante d to and to 

enact the laws that God had given them.  They had t heir own Jewish 

kings like Herod but even Herod ultimately answered  to Caesar.  And 

every once in a while Rome found it necessary to cr ush Israel lest 

they get too convinced of their own power.  Many in  this crowd who 

were celebrating the Passover thought that Jesus wa s at long last 

their military answer to their longing.  Well, Jesu s wouldn't have 

it.  Verse 29 says:  When he drew near to Bethphage and Bethany, at 

the mount that is called Olivet, he sent two of the  disciples, 

saying, "Go into the village in front of you, where  on entering you 

will find a colt tied, on which no one has ever yet  sat.  Untie it 

and bring it here.  If anyone asks you, 'Why are yo u untying it?' 

You shall say this:  "The Lord has need of it. '"   

4



Well Jesus knew that in order to fulfil l a prophesy  written by 

Zechariah about the Messiah, he first had need of a  donkey.  And by 

the way, a colt doesn't necessarily mean a horse, i t just means a 

young male of the horse family, a baby, if you will .  So we know 

Jesus is looking for a baby donkey and we know that  for two 

reasons.  Number one, Matthew's gospel specifically  tells us that 

the animal was a colt of a donkey; and number two, Zechariah's 

prophesy says this, it says:  Rejoice greatly, O daughter of Zion!  

Shout aloud, O daughter of Jerusalem!  Behold, your  king is coming 

to you; righteous and having salvation is he, humbl e and mounted on 

a donkey, on a colt, the foal of a donkey.   Well, any idea that 

Jesus was a military leader riding into Jerusalem t o claim his 

prize would have been shot to pieces at the sight o f Jesus mounted 

on this baby donkey trotting into town.  Military l eaders were not 

supposed to present themselves this way at all, I m ean, they were 

supposed to emphasize their power and their might b y riding on the 

biggest, baddest steed that they could possibly fin d.  The sight of 

Jesus on a baby donkey borders on the pitiful.  And  it could not 

have been lost on those who saw him as potentially a great military 

leader.  How incredibly humbling to be pictured thi s way.  I try to 

picture what the scene must have looked like to the  myriad of 

creatures and all of creation who to not live on pl anet earth, I'm 

talking about the heavenly beings, beings who from the beginning of 

time know this Jesus of Nazareth as he's referred t o in the Bible 
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as the Word.  The Word who was in the beginning wit h God and who 

was God.  I mean these heavenly beings all knew by experience what 

God tells us about this Word.  It says in John 1:3:  All things 

were made through him, and without him was not any thing made that 

was made.   So from galaxies to donkeys, Jesus had created th em all.  

And we seldom try to really grapple with the enormi ty of who this 

man really is because the deeper we look, the more astounding and 

the more ungraspable things become.  This is the cr eator of the 

universe and he's riding into town on a donkey.  I mean as the 

Creator he knows the real name of every one of the stars because 

God says that's one of the things that the Creator did.  Psalm 147  

says:  He determines the number of the stars; he gives to all of 

them their names.   So just think about this for a second.  This man 

on a donkey created a star that we call Alpha Centa uri.  I don't 

know what he calls it but whatever he calls it, tha t's its real 

name.  It's only four light years away.  It's our c losest star.  

We've come to believe that that's actually pretty c lose but a light 

year is 27 trill ion, with a T, tril l ion miles away.   We talk about 

light years all the time as if it 's no big deal, bu t you have to 

understand that one day of a light year is the dist ance that light 

travels in a day, that one day is a 160 bill ion mil es.  Our Milky 

Way galaxy is such that if you traveled 160 billion  miles every 

single day, it would still take you at that speed 1 00,000 years to 

get from one side of the Milky Way just to the othe r.  And we're no 
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big deal as a galaxy.  And it's said that in our ga laxy there is 

approximately 1,000 million stars.  Let's say you w anted to get to 

the very next galaxy, well then you'd have to take a trip that by 

going 160 bill ion miles a day, if you wanted to vis it the next 

galaxy that would take you at that speed 2.2 millio n years.  I mean 

that's how long it would take to get from the Milky  Way galaxy to 

the Andromeda galaxy.  And by the way, scientists e stimate that 

there are 100 million galaxies, each of them with a  thousand 

million stars.  So try to wrap your head around the  author of all 

that and he's sitting on a donkey.  He's sitting on  a baby donkey 

and he's riding into Jerusalem.  Psalm 19  says:  The heavens 

declare the glory of God, and the sky above proclai ms his 

handiwork.   I mean it's incredibly difficult to put into 

perspective the absurdity of this picture of the Ki ng of the 

universe, the Creator of the universe riding on thi s little baby 

donkey.  May I suggest to you that no amount of try ing will ever 

enable a human being to wrap his head around the hu mility of Jesus.  

It's almost impossible to imagine.  And he surely p ut to bed any 

notions that people had that he's going to use his entrance into 

Jerusalem as a means to mount some kind of military  campaign.  Most 

people who saw the Messiah as a military figure saw  a Jesus who 

refused to play by their rules.  They saw a man who  was quite 

content to be seen as an almost laughable figure in stead of who he 

really was, the ruler, the King, the Creator of the  universe.  
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So here comes this King of the universe riding on a  donkey into 

town.  Verse 37 says:  As he was drawing near -- already on the way 

down the Mount of Olives -- the whole multitude of his disciples 

began to rejoice and praise God with a loud voice f or all the 

mighty works that they had seen, saying, "Blessed i s the king who 

comes in the name of the Lord!  Peace in heaven and  glory in the 

highest!"   

Now you got to understand where this crowd came fro m, the 

demographics of this crowd.  A large part of this c rowd were people 

who had assembled to see the site of Lazarus's resu rrection.  This 

was a miracle that Jesus had done that could not be  kept hidden.  I 

mean Lazarus was not only dead, his body was alread y actively 

decomposing by the time that Jesus had arrived at t he tomb and when 

Jesus called Lazarus out of that grave, everybody w ho was around 

had witnessed this spectacular miracle.  But as I s aid before, 

miracle is not going to make someone a Christian ag ainst his will.  

After Jesus had raised Lazarus from the dead, there  were two groups 

of people and two very distinct reactions.  One gro up simply could 

no longer deny that this was an act of God, so they  believed.  The 

other group saw this as a threat to their power and  they decided 

that their only option was to have this Jesus kille d.  But you know 

it didn't stop there, I mean, they also figured the y had to get rid 

of the evidence, so they plotted the death of Lazar us as well.  
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John 12:9  says:  When the large crowd of the Jews learned that 

Jesus was there, they came, not only on account of him but also to 

see Lazarus, whom he had raised from the dead.  So the chief 

priests made plans to put Lazarus to death as well,  because on 

account of him many of the Jews were going away and  believing in 

Jesus.   So it was many of these Jews who made up the crow d that 

joined with the crowd of pilgrims entering into Jer usalem and they 

all had this one thought in mind, they're all think ing, could it 

be, could it possibly be that this Jesus of Nazaret h was really the 

Messiah?  

Now I want you to picture another group that's ming ling with this 

Jesus as Messiah crowd.  They're all mixed together .  They're the 

ones who are hearing their worst nightmare starting  to materialize 

because the crowd is starting to shout things like "Blessed is the 

King who comes in the name of the Lord!"   And "Peace in heaven and 

glory in the highest!"   And they're thinking to themselves this is 

not supposed to happen.  Lazarus has to be made to disappear.  

Somehow the miracle that he was brought back from t he dead, that 

doesn't matter at all any more.  What matters is th at this Jesus is 

being regarded as the Messiah, that he's actively b eing worshiped.  

And so they appeal to Jesus himself thinking that h e's going to 

agree with them how unseemly it is to be regarded t his way.  And 

just as he disappointed those who expected a milita ry Messiah, so 
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too, he disappoints those who expect him to refuse worship.  Verse 

39 says:  And some of the Pharisees in the crowd said to him,  

"Teacher, rebuke your disciples."   And the Pharisees grow 

increasingly frustrated by Jesus's popularity which  is at this 

point unstoppable because they believe that worship  belongs to 

their God and their God alone and they've willfully  blinded 

themselves to the fact that Jesus is their God and their God alone.  

But there's another reality that Jesus is part of t hat they have no 

clue of, and that is that Jesus from before the daw n of time itself 

has always been the recipient of worship, and Jesus  alone knew the 

worship that he was worthy of.  I mean we've alread y seen that the 

heavens declare the glory of God but the heavens ar e not alone.  

Every single part of creation exists to bring honor  and glory to 

God in Christ.  And so we look in scripture and we see that the 

earth itself worships Christ.  Psalm 66  says:  All the earth 

worships you and sings praises to you; they sing pr aises to your 

name.   We see that the creatures of earth, those who fly  and those 

who walk and those who are in the sea, they too wor ship Christ.  

Revelation 5  says:  And I heard every creature in heaven and on 

earth and under the earth and in the sea, and all t hat is in them, 

saying, "To him who sits on the throne and to the L amb be blessing 

and honor and glory and might forever and ever!"   We learn that the 

very mountains and the trees, they too worship Chri st.  Isaiah 55  

says:  "For you shall go out in joy and be led forth in pe ace; the 
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mountains and the hills before you shall break fort h into singing, 

and all the trees of the field shall clap their han ds."   We further 

learn that the whole angelic host worships Christ.  Psalm 148:  

Praise the LORD!  Praise the LORD from the heavens;  praise him in 

the heights!  Praise him, all his angels; praise hi m, all his 

hosts!  Praise him, sun and moon, praise him, all y ou shining 

stars!  Praise him, you highest heavens, and you wa ters above the 

heavens!  Let them praise the name of the LORD!  Fo r he commanded 

and they were created.   And we learn in scripture that everything 

in all of creation worships Christ.  Revelation 4  which says:  

"Worthy are you, our Lord and God, to receive glory  and honor and 

power, for you created all things, and by your will  they existed 

and were created."   

So now we see the very same Lord and God who create d all things and 

is worshiped by all things is riding on a donkey in to Jerusalem.  

He's infuriating the Pharisees who see him as hardl y worthy of 

worship from anyone.  Again verse 39, it says:  And some of the 

Pharisees in the crowd said to him, "Teacher, rebuk e your 

disciples."  And he answered, "I tell you, if these  were silent, 

the very stones would cry out."   Well the stones would cry out 

because every other part of creation recognizes the  Lordship of 

Jesus Christ with one exception, it 's those creatur es at the very 

top of creation, the very ones who are made in his image.  That 
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would be us.  The Pharisees absolutely refused to r ecognize that 

Jesus was God in the flesh, the very one responsibl e for all things 

animate and inanimate but please, please don't thin k that was then, 

this is now and things have changed.  We do the exa ct same thing 

today.  We just do it with a little more sophistica tion and it's 

such a part of our culture my guess is we don't giv e it a second 

thought.  We have this whole concept of who God is,  the secular 

concept of who God is and who it is that we give wo rship to and who 

it is is mother nature.  She's the god that all of us collectively 

worship.  You know when the architect Frank Lloyd W right said this:  

"Study nature, love nature, stay close to nature, i t will never 

fail you."  He was extolling the god that every one  of us worships 

in one way or another and actually what he said is not even close 

to true.  Nature is quite happy to fail you.  In fa ct nature will 

absolutely crush and destroy you if you get in the way because it's 

an inanimate force with no ability whatsoever to re cognize anything 

of any more or less value than anything else in nat ure.  We are 

attracted to mother nature because it enables us to  remove God from 

the equation and insert something else in its place  that doesn't 

call us to account.  We have to fight against that.   

You know, one of the first things I do each morning  when I go to 

pray is I reassert God's ownership of all things th at have been 

given over to mother nature.  So I praise him for h is sky and his 
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planets and his air and his birds and his trees and  his grass and 

his flowers and his seasons because I really feel t he need to 

reassert his ownership of all things that have been  given over to 

mother nature.  See, the secular world insists that  mother nature 

is the giver of all good gifts but God insists:  His divine power 

has granted to us all things that pertain to life a nd godliness, 

through the knowledge of him who called us to his o wn glory and 

excellence.   And now the very one who is the author of that di vine 

power, glory and excellence as I said is sitting on  a baby donkey 

listening to the Pharisees complain bitterly that p eople are 

actually giving him worship.  He said:  "I tell you, if these were 

silent, the very stones would cry out."   The stones would cry out 

because all of nature can remain silent for only so  long in the 

very presence of their King.  Shut down every singl e venue of 

praise to the king and the very creation he created  for his own 

praise and glory and the pressure to express that p raise will grow 

so great that eventually even the rocks will start to cry out.  

That's what Jesus was saying.  You know shut it dow n as godless 

cultures like North Korea tries or misdirect it int o the worship of 

mother nature as our culture does, and just like a powerful torrent 

of water, it's going to find some way to express it self because all 

of creation including you and me were made for the expression 

purpose of giving honor and worship to God and Chri st.  Jesus knew 

that.  And he made it clear to the Pharisees who we re trying to 
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shut down any idea of worship for him.  

But you know he also knew something about the worsh ip that this 

crowd was offering as well.  He knew that it, too, consisted 

largely of false worship based on a false premise o f who they 

thought the Messiah would be.  Just like the sight of Jesus on a 

baby donkey confounding those who saw him as a mili tary leader, so 

too was the crowd confounded by what Jesus did next .  And again I 

want you to picture the sight.  The crowds are giga ntic.  The 

tumult is great, everyone is shouting out Hosannas to this man on a 

donkey being triumphantly welcomed into Jerusalem, and what does 

Jesus do?  He bursts into tears.  And he wasn't she dding the quiet 

dignified tears of someone who's humbled by an ador ing crowd; no, 

that might have been acceptable under the circumsta nces, but those 

were not even remotely the tears that Jesus was she dding.  This 

Jesus riding on a donkey was wailing, and I want yo u to picture 

that.  I mean the Greek word here does not mean wee ping, it means 

wailing.  Jesus was weeping and wailing in the mids t of this crowd, 

not exactly the behavior that's designed to increas e your stature 

among those who want to make you a ruler over them.   But Jesus had 

no desire to be an earthly king, and this crowd con sisted largely 

of those who wanted him to be just that.  Part of J esus's wailing 

no doubt was the certain knowledge of this very sam e crowd so 

attentive, so worshipful today would be shouting "c rucify him" 
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within a week.  Well, such is the way with crowds.  They wanted a 

political Messiah who would lead them to defeat Rom e and when they 

saw a suffering servant instead of a political resc uer, they turned 

on him.  But that's not the primary reason why Jesu s was wailing.  

He was looking at Jerusalem through prophetic eyes,  prophetic eyes 

that could see 37 years into the future, and what h e saw was 

wholesale slaughter.  See the crowd that day was lo oking at a happy 

and whole Jerusalem celebrating a Passover and Jesu s was 

prophetically looking into the future at a Jerusale m on fire and a 

Jerusalem with women and children being slain, bodi es stacked like 

cordwood and blood flowing like water.  He said:  "Would that you, 

even you, had known on this day the things that mak e for peace!  

But now they are hidden from your eyes.  For the da ys will come 

upon you, when your enemies will set up a barricade  around you and 

surround you and hem you in on every side and tear you down to the 

ground, you and your children within you.  And they  will not leave 

one stone upon another in you, because you did not know the time of 

your visitation."   

Josephus was an historian who actually observed the  event, he 

described what took place some 37 years later as Je rusalem was 

ravaged.  He said this of Rome, he said:  "But when  they went in 

numbers into the lanes of the city, with their swor ds drawn, they 

slew those whom they overtook, without mercy, and s et fire to the 
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houses wither the Jews were fled, and burnt every s oul in them, and 

laid waste a great many of the rest; they ran every  one through 

whom they met with, and obstructed the very lanes w ith their dead 

bodies, and made the whole city run down with blood , to such a 

degree indeed that the fire of many of the houses w as quenched with 

these men's blood."  See Jesus's tears at the very height of his 

worldly recognition represent his third profound hu miliation and 

they were all of his own choosing.  You see in Jesu s's entry into 

Jerusalem he embraced humiliation militarily, polit ically and 

spiritually.  The first humiliation was his refusal  to become a 

military leader that so many wanted him to be and h e symbolized 

that refusal by the donkey that he chose to ride.  The second 

humiliation was his refusal to accept the false wor ship of the 

crowd who saw him as their own personal Messiah, no t somebody who 

was going to save their people from their sins, I m ean, they had no 

interest in that at all.  They were far more intere sted in a 

Messiah who would restore Israel to its previous pl ace of 

prominence.  To those Pharisees who saw Jesus accep ting worship and 

who were offended, Jesus gave a glimpse of what wor ship he had 

always enjoyed and had given up, humbling himself f or the very 

people who were soon to slaughter him.  

Well his third humiliation, again, a humiliation of  his own 

choosing was his reaction to the very people who wo uld reject him, 
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and once again it completely confounded the crowd.  Jesus began to 

wail over the people of Jerusalem and their rejecti on of him 

saying:  "Would that you, even you, had known on this day th e 

things that make for peace, but now they are hidden  from your 

eyes."   It was the Prince of peace entering the city that  he loved 

knowing that they were soon to rise up and crucify him but here's 

the amazing part of this third humiliation.  Jesus was weeping and 

he was wailing not for his own, he was weeping for -- he was not 

weeping for his sheep.  He wasn't weeping for those  who would soon 

be scattered and persecuted.  Instead he was weepin g for those who 

would utterly and completely reject him.  Well how do we know that?  

I mean, well, we can surmise he wasn't weeping for his own because 

he frequently encouraged his sheep that no matter h ow severe their 

persecution, how severe their torture, how severe e ven their death, 

that they were going to be immensely rewarded for t heir 

faithfulness.  I mean it was Jesus who said:  "And do not fear 

those who kill the body but cannot kill the soul.  Rather fear him 

who can destroy both soul and body in hell."   In fact Jesus even 

went so far as to tell his disciples that persecuti on was in fact a 

blessing that would reap for them huge rewards.  I mean he knew 

that this life was brief.  He knew that eternity wa s forever and 

that any sacrifice made in this life would be paid back a hundred 

fold in the next.  And so instead of weeping for hi s persecuted 

sheep, he encouraged them.  He said in Matthew 5:  "Blessed are 
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those who are persecuted for righteousness' sake, f or theirs is the 

kingdom of heaven.  Blessed are you when others rev ile you and 

persecute you and utter all kinds of evil against y ou falsely on my 

account.  Rejoice and be glad, for your reward is g reat in heaven, 

for so they persecuted the prophets who were before  you."   What is 

truly astounding as we look at Jesus wailing, at th e tears that 

he's shedding is that these were tears shed for his  enemies, for 

those who would utterly reject his message and then  kill the 

messenger, mocking him as he hangs there dying.  Wh en Jesus looked 

at Jerusalem utterly destroyed by the Emperor Titus  in A.D. 70, he 

wept not because the temple had been destroyed and the city ravaged 

but because precious souls had refused his offer of  peace.  He 

said:  "Would that you, even you, had known on this day t he things 

that make for peace!  But now they are hidden from your eyes."   It 

was not like another time where Jesus lamented agai n over Jerusalem 

and again Jesus' heart broke for those who would ul timately be 

lost, for those who would utterly reject him.  This  is what he said 

in Matthew 23:  "O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, the city that  kills the 

prophets and stones those who are sent to it!  How often would I 

have gathered your children together as a hen gathe rs her brood 

under her wings, and you were not willing!  See, yo ur house is left 

to you desolate."

So what are we to make of this Jesus?  I mean, was he simply and 
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utterly a confounding man or was he precisely who h e claimed to be, 

God in the flesh come down to earth to rescue and r ansom his sheep?  

And is it possible that God would actually weep ove r the very 

people he was going to later condemn?  Well it 's no t just possible, 

it's scriptural.  It 's a fact.  Ezekiel 33:11  says:  Say to them, 

As I live, declares the Lord GOD, I have no pleasur e in the death 

of the wicked, but that the wicked turn from his wa y and live; turn 

back, turn back from your evil ways, for why will y ou die, O house 

of Israel?   And add to that what Jesus said:  "How often I would 

have gathered your children together as a hen gathe rs her brood 

under her wings, and you were not willing!"   

And so it raises the question if God is sovereign o ver man's wills, 

why didn't he simply make everybody a Christian?  W ell, one side 

says because he has profound respect for human free  will.  The 

other side says God is infinitely capable of mourni ng over 

something that he still wills to happen.  I take th e latter side 

because I understand what happened at the cross.  T he cross 

happened only because God willed it.  That has to m ean that God 

willed something that he absolutely detested, and t hat was the 

slaughter of his own Son.  You know we often quote the words of 

Isaiah and his prophesy of the Lord's crucifixion a t this time.  

This is Isaiah 53:7 :  He was oppressed and He was afflicted, yet He 

opened not His mouth; He was led as a lamb to the s laughter, and as 
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a sheep before its shearers is silent, so He opened  not His mouth.  

He was taken from prison and from judgment, and who  will declare 

His generation?  For He was cut off from the land o f the living; 

for the transgressions of My people He was stricken .  And they made 

His grave with the wicked -- but with the rich at H is death, 

because He had done no violence, nor was there any deceit in His 

mouth.  Yet it pleased the LORD to bruise Him; He h as put Him to 

grief.   

Now you may be reading along as if you're reading a ttentively along 

with us, you're going to say at this point, stop, w ait a minute, it 

pleased God to slaughter his Son?  It pleased God t o bruise him, to 

put him to grief?  Well the answer to that question  is a resounding 

yes.  Not because God is some kind of sadistic fien d but because he 

is the very opposite.  Father, Son and Holy Spirit agreed, the only 

way to rescue man from the sin that alienated him f rom God and 

fil led his heart with hatred toward his creator was  for God himself 

to become a man, live out a perfect life and then g o to the cross 

and pay the price of that rebellion, and that's exa ctly what God 

said prophetically in Isaiah.  He says:  But He was wounded for our 

transgressions, He was bruised for our iniquities; the chastisement 

for our peace was upon Him, and by His stripes we a re healed.  All 

we like sheep have gone astray; we have turned, eve ry one, to his 

own way; and the LORD has laid on Him the iniquity of us all.   Did 
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it please God to see his Son stripped naked and nai led to a cross? 

In one sense the answer is yes.  The excruciating a gony of seeing 

God's only begotten Son, the deepest and the greate st object of his 

affection mocked, flogged, humiliated, executed was  offset by the 

fact that Father, Son and Holy Spirit had all agree d on a plan to 

rescue us and that in spite of the incredible pain they were 

undergoing, they could take pleasure in knowing tha t the plan would 

ultimately succeed.  God in Hebrews 12  says that Jesus went to the 

cross:  "For the joy that was set before him."   It says:  For the 

joy that was set before him endured the cross, desp ising the shame, 

and is seated at the right hand of the throne of Go d.   Here we have 

God taking joy in something he despised.  I mean we  all know John 

3:16 which tells us that God would do something as excruciatingly 

awful as to give over his only begotten Son to the monstrous intent 

of the ruling Jews and of Rome and of the powers of  darkness.  Why?  

"For God so loved the world that He gave His only b egotten Son, 

that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have everlasting 

life."   You see it confounds every bit of human thinking to imagine 

a God who would love the very creatures who wished him nothing but 

harm and delighted in executing that harm when they  had the 

opportunity, but that's the God we worship.  It 's a  God who chose 

to absolutely destroy the notion that he would come  as a triumphant 

military ruler by riding into Jerusalem on the foal  of a donkey, 

who so limited himself from the rightful worship th e universe had 
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bestowed on him from before the beginning of time t hat he would 

tell the Pharisees that even the rocks would cry ou t to worship if 

given the opportunity.  It was an opportunity he fo rsook for us.  

Philippians 2  says:  Let this mind be in you which was also in 

Christ Jesus, who, being in the form of God, did no t consider it 

robbery to be equal with God, but made Himself of n o reputation, 

taking the form of a bondservant, and coming in the  likeness of 

men.  And being found in appearance as a man, He hu mbled Himself 

and became obedient to the point of death, even the  death of the 

cross.   Jesus so loved the very ones who would try him in  a 

kangaroo court that he wailed over the agony of tho se who would 

torture him telling Pilate when he washed his hands  of Jesus 

claiming he was innocent of this man's blood that t hey wanted this 

blood of Jesus not just to be on themselves but als o on their 

children.  And when he went to the cross, the leade rs of the nation 

of Israel, the nation that he had raised up and pro tected so that 

he could be born a Jew to rescue the Jews, those le aders upon 

seeing him naked and writhing in agony chose that m oment to mock 

him, saying:  "You who would destroy the temple and build it in 

three days, save Yourself!  If You are the Son of G od, come down 

from the cross."  Likewise the chief priests also, mocking with the 

scribes and elders, said, "He saved others; Himself  He cannot save.  

If He is the King of Israel, let Him now come down from the cross, 

and we will believe Him.  He trusted God; let Him d eliver Him now 
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if He will have Him; for He said, 'I am the Son of God.'" 

I try to imagine the depravity that is depicted her e.  Picture the 

worst kind of person you could imagine, a murderer,  awful, awful, 

terrible person in agony, stretched out on a cross,  bleeding, 

dying, gasping, breathing his last breath and you c hoose that time 

to mock him?   These are the very people that Jesus  wept over as he 

entered Jerusalem.  

So what are we to do with this Jesus of donkeys and  rocks and 

tears?  Well, God tells us just what to do in the s cripture we just 

read.  Philippians 2:5  says:  Let this mind be in you which was 

also in Christ Jesus.   God says we are to be Christ to our brothers 

and sisters, to our neighbors and to a world that s til l chooses to 

reject him.  He says we are to choose the donkey.  Jesus came into 

Jerusalem humble and mounted on a donkey, on a colt , the foal of a 

donkey.  We too are to choose to ride the lowly don key instead of 

the snorting stallion.  We can seek out the mind of  Christ and 

trust Christ instead of our flesh.  And God says:  Humble 

yourselves, therefore, under the mighty hand of God  so that at the 

proper time he may exalt you, casting all your anxi eties on him, 

because he cares for you. 

Secondly, we can keep the rocks silent by giving th e Savior the 

worship He was entitled to, the worship he gave up to take on 
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flesh.  And thirdly, part of that worship includes the ability to 

weep as he wept for those who don't know Christ, fo r those who are 

headed to a Godless eternity, those are the friends  and those are 

the enemies that we become willing to weep for for Christ's sake.  

They're the ones that we seek and we serve and we p ray for and 

share the gospel with because first and foremost we  are imitators 

of Christ.  We set our eyes on our Savior.  That's what we do with 

the God donkeys and rocks and tears.  For to this you have been 

called, because Christ also suffered for you, leavi ng you an 

example, so that you might follow in his steps.   Let's pray.  

Father, we praise you and thank you for who you are .  We recognize 

how ungraspable is the enormity of who you are, the  humility that 

we can't even begin to get a handle on, the King of  the universe, 

the Creator of the sun, the moon and the stars ridi ng on a wobbly 

little donkey.  Father, I pray that during this Eas ter season, 

during this time when people are even more open tha n normal to 

hearing about this Jesus, that you would give us th e opportunity 

and the wisdom and the courage to share this gospel , and I pray 

this in Jesus' name.  Amen.  
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