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Genesis 3:21 (NASB) “The Lord God made garments of skin for Adam and his wife, and clothed them.” 
 
John 1:29 (NASB) “The next day he saw Jesus coming to him and said, ‘Behold, the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of 
the world!’”  
 
Acts 4:12 (NASB) “And there is salvation in no one else; for there is no other name under heaven that has been given among 
men by which we must be saved.” 
 
Oh, the Love that drew salvation’s plan! 
Oh, the grace that brought it down to man! 
Oh, the mighty gulf that God did span, at Calvary. 
 
Mercy there was great and grace was free; 
Pardon there was multiplied to me; 
There my burdened soul found liberty, at Calvary. 
                                        William Newell (1895) 
 
1 Peter 1:9 (NIV) “For you are receiving the goal of your faith, the salvation of your souls.” 
 
“Christ bore our sins because we need to be saved from our sins. They [our sins] are like a terminal disease that will kill us 
forever…We need to be saved from God’s judgment. Sin is not just a terminal disease that needs healing. It is also a terminal 
guilt that deserves judgment.”                                                                                                                                        ─John Piper 
 
 
I.       Our Great Salvation Was Searched for by Inspired Prophets (vv. 10-12a) 
 

Luke 24:27 (NASB) “Then beginning with Moses and with all the prophets, He explained to them the things concerning 
Himself in all the Scriptures.”  
 
A. The Searching of the Prophets (v. 10a) 
 

Isaiah 7:14 (NASB) “Therefore the Lord Himself will give you a sign: Behold, a virgin will be with child and bear a son, 
and she will call His name Immanuel.”  
 
Micah 5:2 (NASB) “But as for you, Bethlehem Ephrathah, too little to be among the clans of Judah, from you One will 
go forth for Me to be ruler in Israel. His goings forth are from long ago, from the days of eternity.”  
 
Hosea 11:1b (NASB) “…and out of Egypt I called My son.”  
 
Zechariah 11:12 (NASB) “I said to them, ‘If it is good in your sight, give me my wages; but if not, never mind!’ So they 
weighed out thirty shekels of silver as my wages.”  
 
Psalms 22:16b (NASB) “They pierced my hands and my feet.”  
 
Psalms 16:10 (NASB) “For You will not abandon my soul to Sheol [the place of the dead]; nor will You allow Your 
Holy One to undergo decay.” 
 
Colossians 1:26 (NASB) “That is, the mystery which has been hidden from the past ages and generations, but has 
now been manifested to His saints…” 



The word translated “mystery” speaks of something that is not known until it is revealed. 
 
 Sin is man substituting himself for God, but our great salvation is God substituting Himself for man. 
 
 In sin, man puts himself where only God should be, but our great salvation is God putting Himself where man 

deserves to be. 
  
 In sin, man claims privileges that belong to God alone, but in salvation God accepts penalties that belong to man 

alone.                                                                                                                                ─Adapted from John Stott 
 
Isaiah 55:1 (NASB) “Ho! Every one who thirsts, come to the waters; and you who have no money come, buy and eat. 
Come, buy wine and milk without money and without cost.”  
 
Isaiah 55:6-7 (NASB) 6 “Seek the Lord while He may be found; call upon Him while He is near. 7 Let the wicked 
forsake his way and the unrighteous man his thoughts; and let him return to the Lord, and He will have compassion on 
him, and to our God, for He will abundantly pardon.” 
 

B. The Theme of the Prophets (v. 10b) 
 

Exodus 33:19 (NASB) “I Myself will make all My goodness pass before you, and will proclaim the name of the Lord 
before you; and I will be gracious to whom I will be gracious, and will show compassion on whom I will show 
compassion.” 
 
Isaiah 55:1 (NASB) “Ho! Every one who thirsts, come to the waters; and you who have no money come, buy and eat. 
Come, buy wine and milk without money and without cost.” 
 

C. The Inspiration of the Prophets (vv. 11-12a) 
 

2 Timothy 3:16 (NASB) “All Scripture is inspired by God and profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction, for 
training in righteousness.” 
 
2 Peter 1:20-21 (NASB) 20 “But know this first of all, that no prophecy of Scripture is a matter of one's own 
interpretation, 21 for no prophecy was ever made by an act of human will, but men moved by the Holy Spirit spoke 
from God.”  
 
Isaiah 53:4-6 (NASB) 4 “Surely our griefs He Himself bore, and our sorrows He carried; yet we ourselves esteemed 
Him stricken, smitten of God, and afflicted. 5 But He was pierced through for our transgressions, He was crushed for 
our iniquities; the chastening for our well-being fell upon Him, and by His scourging we are healed. 6 All of us like 
sheep have gone astray, each of us has turned to his own way; but the Lord has caused the iniquity of us all to fall on 
Him.”  
 
Isaiah 9:6 (NASB) “For a child will be born to us, a son will be given to us; and the government will rest on His 
shoulders; and His name will be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Eternal Father, Prince of Peace.” 
    
1 Peter 1:12a (NASB) “It was revealed to them that they were not serving themselves, but you, in these things which 
now have been announced to you through those who preached the gospel to you by the Holy Spirit sent from 
heaven…” 
 
 

II.      Our Great Salvation Was Spread by Anointed Proclaiming (v. 12b) 
 
 
III.     Our Great Salvation Was the Subject of Angelic Peering (v. 12c) 
 



Sermon 3:  So Great a Salvation 

1 Peter 1:9-12 

   With the exception of some first responders and medical folks, most of us have never saved 
another person’s life. I want to tell you about an incident last June when one of our members did 
just that. I have permission to share this with you. Greg and Pam Householder were in their 
home watching TV when Pam shared that she wasn’t feeling very well and hadn’t been for a 
while. She was experiencing severe heartburn and in Greg’s words was “was eating Tums like 
candy.” She asked him to get her a milkshake thinking maybe something cold would help. When 
we got back, Pam was struggling to breathe, and Greg called 911. Just a few months before, Greg 
was required by his employer to take CPR training. He recognized that he was losing Pam and 
started CPR on her and continued until a first responder came and took over. The first 
responders told Greg that he did everything right, but they didn’t know the extent of the damage. 
At the hospital, Pam was put on a ventilator and had a stint put in. They knew that when Pam 
would be taken off the ventilator, she may not be able to breathe on her own – but she did [and 
is here].    

   It is a wonderful thing to save a person’s life – just ask Greg and Pam! As joyful as it is to see a 
person’s physical life saved, it should bring even greater joy to see the saving of another’s soul 
from separation from God to being reconciled with God for all of eternity because of what Christ 
did for us. 

   Let’s just look at a few of the many references to our salvation in the Scriptures. The first 
reference is found in Genesis 3:21: “The Lord God made garments of skin for Adam and his wife 
and clothed them.” Where is salvation in that verse? God is giving an object lesson to Adam and 
Eve. Just after sin came into the world and Adam and Eve were separated from the sweet 
fellowship with God that they knew, God shed the blood of an innocent animal, likely a lamb to 
cover their shame and sin. 

   As we go through the Old Testament, we see more and more clearly God’s plan of salvation as 
the whole sacrificial system was revealed through Moses. When God delivered the Israelites 
from bondage in Egypt, He instructed them to kill a lamb, and sprinkle the blood of the Lamb on 
the doorposts of their home and the angel of judgment would pass over them. Central in the 
sacrificial system was the lamb that was slain and offered to the Lord as an evidence of faith that 
sin must be punished by death – our death or the death of a substitute, a lamb. Especially on 
Passover when Israel’s deliverance from Egypt was remembered, thousands of lambs were slain 
to cover the sin and the horrible wage of that sin – eternal death, eternal separation from God 
and all that is good. 

   Ah, but in the fullness of time, God sent forth His only begotten Son the true sacrifice, the true 
Lamb of God that all of the thousands of lambs slain over the centuries symbolized and pointed 
to. John the Baptist was sent to prepare the way for the Messiah, God the Son. Listen to what he 
said when he saw Jesus: John 1:29: “The next day he saw Jesus coming to him and said, ‘Behold, 
the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world!” All of the Old Testament sacrificial 
system, all of the lambs slain were pictures, illustrations, precursors, of the one and only, the 
true Lamb of God who (and only who) “takes away the sin of the world.”  

   In the New Testament, we see that Jesus is our salvation! In Acts 4:12 we see these words 
referring to Jesus Christ: Acts 4:12: “And there is salvation in no one else; for there is no other 
name under heaven that has been given among men by which we must be saved.” There is no 



alternative way of salvation, no “plan B”. I never tire of hearing that old song written by a great 
Bible scholar, William Newell, At Calvary. 

Oh, the Love that drew salvation’s plan! 
Oh, the grace that brought it down to man! 
Oh, the mighty gulf that God did span, at Calvary 
 
Mercy there was great and grace was free; 
Pardon there was multiplied to me; 
There my burdened soul found liberty, 
At Calvary. 
                                   —William Newell (1895) 

 

   Before we move into this text, I want to tie this message to the last two messages using verse 9. 
That is why I love going verse by verse through books of the Bible, we see everything in its 
context and the result is that we see how all of the Scriptures ultimately point to the Son of God 
who is also God the Son. 

   Let’s examine 1 Peter 1:9 (I like the NIV best here) 1 Peter 1:9 (NIV): “for you are receiving the 
goal of your faith, the salvation of your souls.” We all need salvation. You may say, “Yes, but 
some need it more than others.” No, they don’t. All without Christ are spiritually dead and there 
are no degrees of “dead”. Dead is dead. All of our good deeds can’t do a thing about being dead. 
All of us equally need salvation. Listen to this statement from John Piper: “Christ bore our sins 
because we need to be saved from our sins. They [our sins] are like a terminal disease that will 
kill us forever… We need to be saved from God’s judgment. Sin is not just a terminal disease that 
needs healing. It is also a terminal guilt that deserves judgment.” [John Piper, Sermon, What the 
Prophets sought and Angels Desire]  All of us equally need salvation.  

   In our text, Peter presents salvation from three angles. He presents it from the angle of the Old 
Testament prophets, the apostles, and the angels. We are going to see that the prophets studied 
salvation; the apostles proclaimed salvation, and the angels longed to understand salvation. The 
word translated “salvation” literally means “deliverance”. Our souls (as the word “soul” is used 
here includes the whole person) have been delivered from the bondage and the penalty of sin. 
One day our souls will be delivered from the presence of sin – when we go to be with Jesus. This 
whole passage is dealing with genuine salvation from the perspective of the prophets, the 
apostles and the angels. 

I.  Our Great Salvation Was Searched for by Inspired Prophets (vv. 10-12a) 

   Some people make the serious mistake of thinking that the Old Testament and New Testament 
are two different books instead of two parts of the same book. They were inspired (literally 
“breathed out”) by the same Holy Spirit and the Old and New Testaments share the same focus 
– Jesus. In Luke 24 we see the resurrected Christ with two disciples on the road to Emmaus and 
in says in Luke 24:27: “Then beginning with Moses and with all the prophets, He explained to 
them the things concerning Himself in all the Scriptures.” Truly, when we look back from the 
perspective of the New Testament, we see Jesus in type or shadow or prophesy all through the 
Old Testament.  



A.  The Searching of the Prophets (v. 10a) 

   The prophets Isaiah, Jeremiah, Micah, Zechariah, and several other prophets didn’t fully 
comprehend what the Spirit of God inspired them to write. They didn’t fully understand God’s 
plan of salvation. They were men counted righteous by God because of their faith, but they 
couldn’t see at that time the object of their faith and all that God was doing. But make no 
mistake; the truth of salvation was their greatest passion – all the way from Moses to Malachi.  

   To Isaiah, it was revealed that the Messiah who would bring salvation would be born of a 
virgin. Isaiah 7:14: “Therefore the Lord Himself will give you a sign: Behold, a virgin will be with 
child and bear a son, and she will call His name Immanuel.”  

Micah understood that that the deliverer, the Messiah would be born in Bethlehem. Micah 5:2: 
“But as for you, Bethlehem Ephrathah, too little to be among the clans of Judah, from you One 
will go forth for Me to be ruler in Israel. His goings forth are from long ago, from the days of 
eternity.”  

Hosea wrote that He would come out of Egypt. Hosea 11:1b: “… and out of Egypt I called My 
son.” That is exactly what happened when Joseph took Mary and Jesus to Egypt to escape 
Herod’s attempt to take His life.  

Zechariah said that He would be betrayed for thirty pieces of silver. Zechariah 11:12: “I said to 
them, ‘If it is good in your sight, give me my wages; but if not, never mind!’ So they weighed out 
thirty shekels of silver as my wages.”  

David tells us that He would die from crucifixion 700 years before crucifixion was a method of 
capital punishment. Psalms 22:16b: “They pierced my hands and my feet.” David also wrote that 
the Messiah would be raised from the dead. Psalms 16:10: “For You will not abandon my soul to 
Sheol [the place of the dead]; nor will You allow Your Holy One to undergo decay.” 

   That is only a sampling. But none of the prophets had the whole picture of God’s marvelous 
salvation. Isaiah saw the Messiah suffering and then His glory in ruling and reigning, but he 
didn’t see the lengthy number of years between the two. Let me illustrate this. When you are 
traveling with beautiful majestic mountains in front of you, those mountains seem to be right 
together, but when you get closer, you discover that there are miles between them. The Prophets 
by inspiration of the Holy Spirit saw Mount Calvary where the Messiah would suffer and die, 
and they saw Mount Olivet where He will return in glory to rule and reign, but they couldn’t see 
the valley between them – we call that valley the present “church age”. That is why the church is 
a “mystery” in the Old Testament. We read about this mystery in the epistles of the New 
Testament. Colossians 1:26: “that is, the mystery which has been hidden from the past ages and 
generations, but has now been manifested to His saints…” Paul speaks often about “the mystery 
of Christ”. The word translated “mystery” speaks of something that is not known until it is 
revealed.  

   The prophets couldn’t put it all together – this doctrine of salvation. 1 Peter 1:10 tells us that 
they made careful searches and inquiries. They simply had to choose to just trust God with the 
information they could not figure out. Here is an amazing thought: The least child of God on this 
side of the cross understands more about God’s salvation than Isaiah, David, Zechariah, and 
Daniel. We see the finished picture. We see the whole plan of salvation that the Old Testament 
saints did not fully understand.  



   I can’t get over the amazing blessing of being born on this side of the cross. We are certainly no 
better than the Old Testament saints, but we are privileged to have so much more truth than 
they had. We can, by the illumination of the Holy Spirit, understand the whole concept of 
substitution.  
 Sin is man substituting himself for God, but our great salvation is God substituting Himself 

for man. 
 In sin, man puts himself where only God should be, but our great salvation is God putting 

Himself where man deserves to be.  
 In sin, man claims privileges that belong to God alone, but in salvation God accepts 

penalties that belong to man alone.   
[Adapted from John Stott, The Cross of Christ, page 160]  

   Realize that salvation has always been available to sinners. Isaiah 55:1: “Ho! Every one who 
thirsts, come to the waters; and you who have no money come, buy and eat. Come, buy wine and 
milk without money and without cost.” Isaiah 55:6-7: “Seek the Lord while He may be found; 
call upon Him while He is near. Let the wicked forsake his way and the unrighteous man his 
thoughts; and let him return to the Lord, and He will have compassion on him, and to our God, 
for He will abundantly pardon.” But, oh what a privileged people we are on this side of the cross! 
Do not take this great salvation for granted. Don’t ever stop being amazed at what God has done 
for His children. 

B.  The Theme of the Prophets v. 10b) 

   It may surprise you that one of the major themes of the prophets was grace. There are some 
people who mistakenly say that the Old Testament was all about law and the New Testament is 
about grace. Certainly the Law is prominent in the Old Testament since it is by the law that we 
recognize our sin and our need for a Savior, but grace is also prominent in the Old Testament. 
Exodus 33:19: “And He said, ‘I Myself will make all My goodness pass before you and will 
proclaim the name of the Lord before you; and I will be gracious to whom I will be gracious and 
will show compassion on whom I will show compassion.’” Look at the grace in this invitation in 
Isaiah 55:1: “Ho! Every one who thirsts, come to the waters; and you who have no money come, 
buy and eat. Come, buy wine and milk without money and without cost.” That is grace! The Old 
Testament prophets proclaimed the grace of God! It was their theme.  

C.  The Inspiration of the Prophets (vv. 11-12a) 

   This is a great illustration of inspiration in the Old Testament. Actually the New Testament is 
referring to the Old Testament as well as the New Testament in 2 Timothy 3:16: “All Scripture is 
inspired by God and profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction, for training in 
righteousness.” The word “inspired” means “breathed out”. Both the Old and New Testament are 
breathed out by God. That doesn’t mean that they always understood what they were writing, 
but it was of God. Peter gives us a little more insight into how inspiration works in 2 Peter 1:20-
21: “But know this first of all, that no prophecy of Scripture is a matter of one's own 
interpretation, for no prophecy was ever made by an act of human will, but men moved by the 
Holy Spirit spoke from God.” The Greek word “moved” literally means to be carried along. It was 
a nautical term that described the wind as it moved the ship through the water. The Holy Spirit 
“moved” the prophets as they wrote. 

   Notice in the last part of verse 11 what the prophets focused on, “the sufferings of Christ and 
the glories to follow”. Isaiah is a great (not the only) example of this. We see the suffering in 
Isaiah 53:4-6:  



Surely our griefs He Himself bore, and our sorrows He carried; yet we ourselves 
esteemed Him stricken, smitten of God, and afflicted. But He was pierced 
through for our transgressions, He was crushed for our iniquities; the chastening 
for our well-being fell upon Him, and by His scourging we are healed. All of us 
like sheep have gone astray, each of us has turned to his own way; but the Lord 
has caused the iniquity of us all to fall on Him.  

We see the glory in Isaiah 9:6: “For a child will be born to us, a son will be given to us; and the 
government will rest on His shoulders; and His name will be called Wonderful Counselor, 
Mighty God, Eternal Father, Prince of Peace.” 

   We see the fulfillment of inspiration in 1 Peter 1:12a: “It was revealed to them that they were 
not serving themselves, but you, in these things which now have been announced to you through 
those who preached the gospel to you by the Holy Spirit sent from heaven…” The prophets could 
not understand it, but they obeyed God and wrote it and we can look back over those many years 
and see that the prophesies have been fulfilled.  

II.  Our Great Salvation Was Spread by Anointed Proclaiming (v. 12b) 

   This passage is primarily referring to the New Testament apostles and preachers such as Paul, 
John, Barnabas, and others, who proclaimed the fully revealed Gospel. I believe that it also 
applies to those who came after those first century proclaimers, even to our day. It has always 
been God’s plan that the message of our great salvation be proclaimed by those who are 
anointed by the Holy Spirit. This passage has a much larger application than to preachers. The 
Greek word translated “preached” means to evangelize. This isn’t just speaking to vocational 
pastors; it includes you! Your mission field is your family, your neighbors, your co-workers or 
your fellow students. We are all to be proclaimers of the Gospel of Grace.  

III.  Our Great Salvation Was the Subject of Angelic Peering (v. 12c) 

   Most of us have wondered what the angels know and experience in the spiritual and invisible 
realm. Scriptures tell us some of what they do, but not everything that they do. Peter gives us 
some real insight about angels here that we don’t get anywhere else in Scripture. We long to be 
close to the throne of God and see the inner workings in Heaven, but the angels long to 
understand what it is like to experience God’s grace and the glory of salvation. The Greek words 
used here indicate that the angels aren’t just a little curious about experiencing the Gospel. That 
phrase “long to look” pictures someone peering, bending, stooping down to get a better look. The 
angels want to get down close and see what they cannot experience. The holy angels don’t need 
to be saved and the fallen angels cannot be saved. But the holy angels seek to understand 
salvation so that they can glorify God more completely and accurately.  

Conclusion 

   Because we have so great a salvation, we must never become “ho-hum” about it. The angels 
are, it seems, almost envious of us. We have the completed Word of God – an inspired Old 
Testament, an inspired New Testament, and the Spirit of Christ indwelling us to equip us to do 
what God desires of us. You may never have an opportunity to save another person’s physical life 
as Greg Householder experienced with his wife Pam, but you daily have an opportunity to share 
CPR with those who do not know Christ (Christ Provided the Righteousness) There is no 
excuse, no pass, but also no lack of what we need to carry out the spreading on this great 
salvation.  



    

NASB (New American Standard Bible)   

All scripture taken from the NASB unless otherwise indicated. 

Scripture taken from the New American Standard Bible, © Copyright 1960, 1962, 1968, 1971, 
1972, 1973, 1975, 1977, 1995 by the Lockman Foundation. Used by permission. 
Copyright © 1982 by Thomas Nelson, Inc. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 


