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TEN VITAL SIGNS OF A HEALTHY
CHURCH FAMILY
PART FOUR

ILLUSTRATION= THE APOSTLE JOHN AT EPHESUS NEAR THE END...
A HEALTHY CHURCH FAMILY MEMBER:
8. CLAIMS THE SAME FATHER IN HEAVEN:

A. THUS CAN THERE NEVER BE RACISM, PREJUDICE OR CLASS
STRATIFICATION. Galatians 3:26-29  You are all sons of God through
faith in Christ Jesus, 27 for all of you who were baptized into Christ have
clothed yourselves with Christ. 28 There is neither Jew nor Greek, slave
nor free, male nor female, for you are all one in Christ Jesus. 29 If you
belong to Christ, then you are Abraham's seed, and heirs according to the
promise. (NIV)

B. THUS, WE ARE IN A NEW FAMILY Galatians 6:10 Therefore, as we have
opportunity, let us do good to all people, especially to those who belong to
the family of believers. (NIV);  Ephesians 3:15 from whom the whole
family in heaven and earth is named, (NKJV)

C. THUS OUR GOD UNASHAMEDLY TAKES OWNERSHIP OF EACH OF
US! Hebrews 2:11 Both the one who makes men holy and those who are
made holy are of the same family. So Jesus is not ashamed to call them
brothers. (NIV)

D. THUS, WE WHO ARE SAVED ARE NOW THE HOUSE OF GOD! 1
Timothy 3:15 if | am delayed, you will know how people ought to conduct
themselves in God's household, which is the church of the living God, the
pillar and foundation of the truth. (NIV); 1 Peter 2:1-5  Therefore, rid
yourselves of all malice and all deceit, hypocrisy, envy, and slander of
every kind. 2 Like newborn babies, crave pure spiritual milk, so that by it
you may grow up in your salvation, 3 now that you have tasted that the
Lord is good. 4 As you come to him, the living Stone -- rejected by men
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but chosen by God and precious to him -- 5 you also, like living stones,
are being built into a spiritual house to be a holy priesthood, offering
spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ. (NIV); 1 Peter
4:17 For the time [has come] for judgment to begin at the house of God;
and if [it begins] with us first, what will [be] the end of those who do not
obey the gospel of God? (NKJV)

E. AND FINALLY, WE FOLLOW THE DIVINELY GIVEN LEADERS OF
OUR LOCAL CHURCH. Hebrews 13:1-17  Keep on loving each other
as brothers. 7 Remember your leaders, who spoke the word of God to
you. Consider the outcome of their way of life and imitate their faith. 8
Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and today and forever. 17 Obey your
leaders and submit to their authority. They keep watch over you as men
who must give an account. Obey them so that their work will be a joy, not
a burden, for that would be of no advantage to you. (NIV); 1 Peter 5:5
Likewise you younger people, submit yourselves to [your] elders. Yes, all
of [you] be submissive to one another, and be clothed with humility, for
"God resists the proud, But gives grace to the humble." (NKJV)

9. CALLS OTHER FAMILY MEMBERS BROTHER AND SISTER: Hebrews 2:11
Both the one who makes men holy and those who are made holy are of the
same family. So Jesus is not ashamed to call them brothers. (NIV); John
13:34-35 "A new commandment | give to you, that you love one another; as |
have loved you, that you also love one another. 35 "By this all will know that
you are My disciples, if you have love for one another." (NKJV); Acts 11:26
and when he found him, he brought him to Antioch. So for a whole year
Barnabas and Saul met with the church and taught great numbers of people.
The disciples were called Christians first at Antioch. (NIV)

10.LOVES ALL THE OTHER FAMILY MEMBERS: [Quote On Early Church's
Love Message Of Pagans]

A. THE CHURCH IS FOUNDED ON LOVE:

John 15:12-17 My command is this: Love each other as | have loved you.
13 Greater love has no one than this, that he lay down his life for his
friends. 14 You are my friends if you do what | command. 15 | no longer
call you servants, because a servant does not know his master's business.
Instead, | have called you friends, for everything that | learned from my
Father | have made known to you. 16 You did not choose me, but | chose
you and appointed you to go and bear fruit -- fruit that will last. Then the
Father will give you whatever you ask in my name. 17 This is my
command: Love each other. (NIV)

B. THE CHURCH IS A FAMILY OF LOVE:
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2 Thessalonians 3:6  In the name of the Lord Jesus Christ, we command
you, brothers, to keep away from every brother who is idle and does not
live according to the teaching you received from us. (NIV)

C. THE BADGE OF IDENTIFICATION IS LOVE:

1John 4:7-21  Dear friends, let us love one another, for love comes from
God. Everyone who loves has been born of God and knows God. 8
Whoever does not love does not know God, because God is love. 9 This
is how God showed his love among us: He sent his one and only Son into
the world that we might live through him. 10 This is love: not that we loved
God, but that he loved us and sent his Son as an atoning sacrifice for our
sins. 11 Dear friends, since God so loved us, we also ought to love one
another. 12 No one has ever seen God; but if we love one another, God
lives in us and his love is made complete in us.

13 We know that we live in him and he in us, because he has given us
of his Spirit. 14 And we have seen and testify that the Father has sent his
Son to be the Savior of the world. 15 If anyone acknowledges that Jesus
is the Son of God, God lives in him and he in God. 16 And so we know
and rely on the love God has for us.

God is love. Whoever lives in love lives in God, and God in him. 17 In
this way, love is made complete among us so that we will have confidence
on the day of judgment, because in this world we are like him. 18 There is
no fear in love. But perfect love drives out fear, because fear has to do
with punishment. The one who fears is not made perfect in love.

19 We love because he first loved us. 20 If anyone says, "l love God," yet
hates his brother, he is a liar. For anyone who does not love his brother, whom
he has seen, cannot love God, whom he has not seen. 21 And he has given us
this command: Whoever loves God must also love his brother. (NIV
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