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KJV – Mark 4:35-41 

 

“The Great Captain” 

     Our text today is taken from the Gospel of Mark, the fourth chapter. This message this evening is 
a powerful illustration of the LORD, the promise, the trouble, the rewards and the blessed hope at 
the end of life’s race. Along with all the other little details that go along with it in this wonderful 
Gospel of Mark, as Mark details in Mark chapter four. Our text is from verse thirty-five to verse 
forty-one. 

Mark 4:35-41 

35 And the same day, when the even was come, he saith unto them, Let us pass over unto the other side. 

36 And when they had sent away the multitude, they took him even as he was in the ship. And there 
were also with him other little ships. 

37 And there arose a great storm of wind, and the waves beat into the ship, so that it was now full. 

38 And he was in the hinder part of the ship, asleep on a pillow: and they awake him, and say unto him, 
Master, carest thou not that we perish? 

39 And he arose, and rebuked the wind, and said unto the sea, Peace, be still. And the wind ceased, and 
there was a great calm. 

40 And he said unto them, Why are ye so fearful? how is it that ye have no faith? 

41 And they feared exceedingly, and said one to another, What manner of man is this, that even the 
wind and the sea obey him? 

     I want to talk to you about “Our Great Captain.” We have a Captain, the King of kings and the 
LORD of lords. I thank God that just like He calmed the storm here in these verses, He calmed the 
storm in me and He will also do it for you.  He will pilot and Captain the ship all the way over to the 
other side. 

     This passage of Scripture, I believe pictures the Christian’s voyage on this earth, better than any 
other in the Bible. This is a great story with many great parts, but the best part about it all is that it 
is real! Not just in the sense that it happened and was recorded down for us, but it is also real in the 
sense that He will still do it today. 
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    As we begin to look at these wonderful verses and study them, we can see many things. We can 
see the Church, on a voyage, upon the sea of life with Jesus Christ our LORD and Saviour as the 
mighty Captain. He is the one, that if you put all of your trust, all of your faith, He will carry you over 
to the other side, just like that verse states. 

     That friend is a great promise, Look at verse thirty-five again; 

Mark 4:35 

35 And the same day, when the even was come, he saith unto them, Let us pass over unto the other side. 

1. The Great Promise: 

Other verses showing the great promise; 

Mark 4:35  

35 And the same day, when the even was come, he saith unto them, Let us pass over unto the other side. 

Matthew 11:28-29  

28 Come unto me, all ye that labour and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest.  

29 Take my yoke upon you, and learn of me; for I am meek and lowly in heart: and ye shall find rest 
unto your souls. 

Luke 24:49  

49 And, behold, I send the promise of my Father upon you: but tarry ye in the city Jerusalem, until ye be 
endued with power from on high. 

John 14:1-3  

1 Let not your heart be troubled: ye believe in God, believe also in me. 

2 In my Father's house are many mansions: if it were not so, I would have told you. I go to prepare a 
place for you. 

3 And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again, and receive you unto myself; that where I 
am, there ye may be also. 

     I’m glad that almost two-thousand years ago Jesus Christ came down to this old sin filled earth 
and laid down the foundation for the great promise. He laid down His life for us that we may be able 
to be partakers of that great promise. 

     He came and He said, “Let us pass over unto the other side.” What a great promise, what a great 
promise indeed. Because Jesus left the portals of Glory, and came down for us to be our Saviour.  
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     Jesus Christ not only has the authority friends, but praise God! He has the ability to take us all the 
way across to the other side. 

     Friends not only in this passage of Scripture do we see the Saviour, but we also see the sinners. 
Because, “he saith unto them, Let us pass over unto the other side.” He didn’t say that He was going 
over across by Himself. He didn’t even say that we were going over across alone. But our LORD 
Jesus Christ said we were all going over together, and that we’re going to make it across. Right there 
in that verse the invitation was given, when he said: “Let us pass over unto the other side.” 

     The invitation is there, Jesus laid the foundation and He affirmed the great promise with His 
death, burial and resurrection. Friends you can pass over, you can have that rest for your souls, but 
only if Jesus is your captain. Only if you have accepted Him and taken part of that great promise, 
friends if the LORD Jesus is your captain you have that blessed hope. This voyage called life that we 
are on, this sea of life, is only temporary. We may get all wrapped up in it, but what do we have to 
fear if the LORD is in charge. 

    The word “other” in this verse in the Greek and how it is used in this text, means. . . . “other; a 
distant place, a far off place, another distant shore.” So not only is this a great promise, because of 
the Saviour and the sinners, but it’s a great promise also because of the great place. The other side, 
that far off distant shore our home in Heaven! What a promise, “Let us pass over unto the other side.” 

     Jesus will take you there, Jesus will lead you across, and friends He is the only way you will ever 
get to the other side. Friends when things get bad don’t forget that promise He made us. When it 
seems like the storms of this life are raging out of control, you remember the one who stills the 
storm. You remember the one who gave you the promise, the one who affirmed that promise with 
His death, His burial, and His resurrection! Remember our great Captain. 

     When you get out there on the sea of life and the storms start to rage, the winds blow, and the 
waves start to fill up the ship. I thank God, that it’s not what you know about sailing that counts. It’s 
not what you know about a boat that counts and it’s not what you know about the sea that counts. 
Friends it’s not what you know, but it’s who you know! Our great Captain. 

     Not only in these verses do we see the great promise but we see the great provision. 

Mark 4:36 

36 And when they had sent away the multitude, they took him even as he was in the ship. And there 
were also with him other little ships. 

2. The Great Provision: 

Here are just a few other verses that show the great provision; 

Luke 9:23  

23 If any man will come after me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross daily, and follow me. 
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John 3:3  

3 Verily, verily, I say unto thee, Except a man be born again, he cannot see the kingdom of God. 

     They took Him even as He was in the ship. What a great provision. It was a great provision 
because of the person they accepted. You see friends the Bible says that they took Him even as He 
was into the ship. The major issue and problem with the world today is that they don’t want to take 
Jesus even as He is. They don’t want to accept Him for whom He really is, they want to make Him 
into something they want Him to be. 

     They want to keep Him in the form of an infant, or keep Him on the Cross. We’ll I’ve got news for 
you friends, that’s not my Jesus, because I serve a risen Saviour. I serve the King of kings and the 
LORD of Lords. I serve the advocate, the counselor, the Saviour and the Judge. Most people don’t 
want to take and receive Jesus for who He is they want the Saviour but they don’t want all the rest. 
Well, friends He is all the rest. 

     He said: “I am Alpha and Omega, the beginning and the ending, the first and the last. I am He that 
liveth, and was dead; and, behold, I am alive for evermore, Amen.” 

     Friends if you want to accept Jesus Christ, if you want to get on that ship, to cross over to the 
other side, you have to take and receive Him even as He is. You can’t change nothing about Him. 

Malachi 3:6 

 6 For I am the LORD, and I change not;  

     I think that it is amazing that Jesus would even give us a chance to accept Him even as He is. After 
all, who do we think we are anyway to reject Him? 

     Friends the disciples and all the others that got in that ship with Him, took Him even as He was. 
For just who He said He was. They didn’t take Him for the Pharisees said He was. They didn’t take 
Him for who the Romans said He was. They took Him for who He said He was! 

     And all you have to do today is accept the LORD Jesus for who He says He is. Have the faith to 
believe and trust in the great captain and you can partake of that great provision of Salvation and 
receive the great promise. 

     The provision was great because Jesus got into the ship. That word “Ship” means a sea going 
vessel. Now friends, the vessel that Jesus Christ has approved is not a little one, but a mighty one. It 
is none other than the vessel of the LORD’s Church, not a denomination but the Church of the LORD 
Jesus Christ. Now I want to show you the third point, the great perpetrators. We have seen the: 

1. The Great Promise: 

2. The Great Provision: 
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Mark 4:36 

36 And when they had sent away the multitude, they took him even as he was in the ship. And there 
were also with him other little ships. 

3. The Great Perpetrators: 

     Here are some other verses showing the great perpetrators; 

Matthew 24:5  

5 For many shall come in my name saying, I am Christ; and shall deceive many. 

Matthew 24:24  

24 For there shall arise false Christs, and false prophets, and shall shew great signs and wonders. 

     Now something that you might not realize: 

II Corinthians 11:13-15 

13 For such are false apostles, deceitful workers, transforming themselves into the apostles of Christ. 

14 And no marvel; for Satan himself is transformed into an angel of light. 

15 Therefore it is no great thing if his ministers also be transformed as the ministers of righteousness; 
whose end shall be according to their works. 

     Those other little ships, friends there were a lot of ships that went out that day. There were many 
ships that went out into the water that day, and they also got caught in that storm. But listen to me 
now, Jesus was only in one of them.  

     I thank God, that I am on the ship that Jesus is on, and if you’re saved, you ought to thank God 
that you’re on the ship that Jesus is on too. 

     That verse says other little ships. Now that word other in the Greek does not have the same 
meaning as the word other in verse thirty-five. Verse thirty-five’s other means, a far off, and another 
distant shore. This word other used here means; “another of a different kind.” Come on now, can you 
see where I’m going here? Another of a different kind. 

     Jesus is in the big ship of the church. But there were also some other little ships out there. Other 
little organizations that do not promote sound doctrine THE LORD Jesus Christ was not in them.  

     Those other little ships, I don’t know about you but when the storms of life come, I don’t want to 
be caught out on life’s raging sea, in some other little ship, in some little boat. I want to be in the big 
ship, with the LORD Jesus Christ as the Captain. 
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     There are a lot of other little ships sailing out there on the sea of life. Friends I read this passage 
over and over again, I studied it again and again. I even went on into chapter five that was the last 
time that those other little ships were ever mentioned. 

     But I want you to also notice that the Bible says that the big ship, the Church, the ship that Jesus 
was on, was now full. Not with people, but water. It was going through some pretty rough waters. It 
was really having a rough time, some trails, and some tribulation, “It was now full.” 

     Now just so you know, it takes a lot longer to fill up a big ship like that, then it does a little ship, 
or those other little ships. The Bible does not ever mention those other little ships crossing over to 
the other side. Friends they did not make it. They got caught in the same storm that the big ship got 
caught in. But they weren’t able to handle it. 

     Because the ship of the Church is not what gets you across to the other side, but it’s the great 
captain; It’s the LORD Jesus Christ that takes you across.  

Now I want to show you the great peril, the trouble on the sea of life. 

Mark 4:37 

37 And there arose a great storm of wind, and the waves beat into the ship, so that it was now full. 

4.    The Great Peril: 

     Other verses showing life’s great peril; 

I Peter 1:7  

7 That the trail of you faith, being much more precious that of gold that perisheth, though it be tried 
with fire, might be found unto praise and honour and glory at the appearing of Jesus Christ. 

James 1:2-3  

3 Count it all joy when ye fall into divers temptations; knowing this, that the trying of  your faith 
worketh patience. 

     Job, the three Hebrew children; Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-nego, Daniel and Jonah, the 
Prophet Elijah with the 450 prophets of Baal, these are all people that have went through the great 
storms of life, but they all made it across because they took Him even as He was into the ship. 

     The Bible says that a great storm of wind arose up and the waves beat up against the ship. The 
waters crashed into and over the vessel to the point where the ship was filling up with water where 
it was now yet full. You know just like the problems come in life problems come to the Christians in 
the church as well. You see everybody has problems. If you are lost you will have your share of 
problems just like the Christians. Once you get saved you are still going to have them, in fact of the 
matter is you will have even more, because that’s when the Devil starts with you, to rob you of your 
testimony that would otherwise keep you from giving glory from the living God. 
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     The Christian life is not a cake walk, often times the waves beat into the ship. But thank God, 
thank God that Jesus is on the ship. Not only is He on it, but He is OUR Great Captain. The ship was 
now full. Folks they had a big problem. I’ve always heard it said, “It’s ok for a ship to be in the water, 
but when water gets in the ship, you’ve got a problem.” 

     You know they thought it was hopeless, so they thought. They thought that they were going to 
die, but even through all of this hopelessness I want you to see the great power. 

Mark 4:39 

39 And he arose, and rebuked the wind, and said unto the sea, Peace, be still. And the wind ceased, and 
there was a great calm. 

We have seen the: 

1. The Great Promise: 
2. The Great Provision: 
3. The Great Perpetrators: 
4. The Great Peril: 

     Now we see: 

5. The Great Power: 

     Some other verses showing the great power in the midst of the problems: 

- Rebuke the Wind – Ephesians 4:14 That we henceforth be no more children carried about  
with every wind of doctrine. 
 

- Titus 2:15 These things speak, and exhort, and rebuke with all authority. 

     Friends these are the things that we must stand up against and reprove, rebuke and exhort with 
all longsuffering and doctrine. Only the LORD Christ has such power. Only the Son of God, the great 
captain can give us the power to overcome Death, Hell and the Grave. Only through and by Jesus 
Christ can we make it across to the other side.  

      Once you turn your life over to Christ, you are granted that great peace. You are saved and He 
gives you the great promise and makes you part of that great provision, He guides you away from 
the great perpetrators and through all of His power you can defeat the great peril and run the race 
the great peace. 

Mark 4:39 

39 And he arose, and rebuked the wind, and said unto the sea, Peace, be still. And the wind ceased, and 
there was a great calm. 
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6. The Great Peace: 

     The LORD was at peace, asleep on a pillow. God grants everlasting peace through salvation. 

Matthew 11:28-29  

28 Come unto me, all ye that labour and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest.  

29 Take my yoke upon, and learn of me; for I am meek and lowly in heart: and ye shall find rests unto 
your souls. 

     Do you want that great peace in your life and in your heart today? Only the Master, the Great 
Captain can grant that. I can’t, not and denomination, not the Pope, not your good works. It’s only by 
the grace of God you have to take him even as He is. 

     Then by grace through faith He will grant you the great peace. 

     I want to read something for you in closing; to illustrate the power of the Master, to see the 
power of the Great Captain.  

It was battered and scared, and the auctioneer thought it scarcely worth its wild to 
waist too much time on the old violin. But he held it up, with smile, what am I offered good 
folks he cried. Who’ll start the bidding for me? 

     One dollar! Ok, who’ll make it two, two dollars, now do I hear three? Three dollars, 
three dollars once three dollars twice and going for three, but No! 

      From the room, far back. A gray hair old man came forward, and he picked up the bow. 
Then he wiped the dust from the old violin. He tightened the loosened strings and held it up. He 
then played a melody as pure and sweet as a caroling angel sings. 

Then the music stopped. The auctioneer in a voice that was quite and low said, now 
what is the bid for the old violin? Someone yelled out, one-thousand dollars. Who’ll make it 
two? Two-thousand dollars! Do I hear three? Three-thousand dollars. Three thousand once, 
three thousand twice, going, going, and gone he said. 

      And the people cheered, but someone cried out. I don’t understand, what changed its 
worth? And quick from the crowd came the reply, 

“The touch of the Master’s Hand.” 

     Friends, Jesus Christ is the Master, He is the King of kings and the LORD of Lords. Only Jesus can 
give you that great promise, only the touch of the master’s hand can provide the great provision to 
get you through the peril with that great power. He can make you a part of that fulfilling of that 
great hope and grant you the great promise. 


