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KJV – Genesis 37:1-36 

 

“Joseph’s Dream” 

     Genesis chapter thirty-six was the overview of the generations of Esau, and now Genesis chapter 
thirty-seven goes back and deals with the chosen family of Jacob “Israel.” In fact the first verse of 
chapter thirty-seven could have been the last verse of chapter thirty-six. As you notice in verse two 
it opens up with the words: “These are the generations of Jacob,” and then immediately moves to 
develop the story of Joseph. 
 
Genesis 37:1-2 

1 And Jacob dwelt in the land wherein his father was a stranger, in the land of Canaan. 

2 These are the generations of Jacob. Joseph, being seventeen years old, was feeding the flock with his 
brethren; and the lad was with the sons of Bilhah, and with the sons of Zilpah, his father's wives: and 
Joseph brought unto his father their evil report. 

     Verse one opens up with this introduction into the story of Jacob’s son, Joseph. It informs the 
reader that Jacob’s father Isaac, sojourned in this land and now Jacob is back in this land. He and his 
father were labeled “a stranger” in the land; therefore we conclude that they had not yet entered 
into possession of their inheritance. They were still alien residents of the land of Canaan.  

     The second verse which some have said is actually the first verse of the chapter opens up with 
the story of Joseph. Eleven years had passed since Jacob and his family had entered the land of 
Canaan. Joseph was born six years before departing from Haran and now he is seventeen so this 
would put them in that area for the past eleven years.  

     Joseph at seventeen was with his brothers feeding the flock and something bad must have 
occurred between his brethren because Joseph brought back their evil report. Whether Joseph 
brought this evil report back on his own initiative or at the request of his father on four of his ten 
brothers is not clear. But it is clear that there is reason for the dislike of Joseph even before verse 
three is expounded on. 

Genesis 37:3-4 

3 Now Israel loved Joseph more than all his children, because he was the son of his old age: and he 
made him a coat of many colours. 

4 And when his brethren saw that their father loved him more than all his brethren, they hated him, 
and could not speak peaceably unto him. 
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     The obvious show of favoritism of Joseph from his father with the gift of this special robe was a 
sign to show him as the primary son of the father. This act would further to serve as reason for the 
brothers to conspire toward him with hate and envy.  

     Surely Joseph must have noticed this and that it was going to cause problems because it is clear 
from verse four that his brothers noticed it, and they hated him for it. Jacob loved and favored 
Joseph more than all his other children for various reasons, some of them could have been: 

1. He was the son of Rachel, the wife that Jacob loved the most who had recently died; (Genesis 
35:19). 

2. His birth had not caused the death of his wife Rachel, like his brother Benjamin’s had; 
(Genesis 35:18; Genesis 44:20). 

3. In Jacob’s old age, Joseph was his most faithful and reliable son; (Genesis 37:2). 

Genesis 37:5-10 

5 And Joseph dreamed a dream, and he told it his brethren: and they hated him yet the more. 

6 And he said unto them, Hear, I pray you, this dream which I have dreamed: 

7 For, behold, we were binding sheaves in the field, and, lo, my sheaf arose, and also stood upright; and, 
behold, your sheaves stood round about, and made obeisance to my sheaf. 

8 And his brethren said to him, Shalt thou indeed reign over us? or shalt thou indeed have dominion 
over us? And they hated him yet the more for his dreams, and for his words. 

9 And he dreamed yet another dream, and told it his brethren, and said, Behold, I have dreamed a 
dream more; and, behold, the sun and the moon and the eleven stars made obeisance to me. 

10 And he told it to his father, and to his brethren: and his father rebuked him, and said unto him, What 
is this dream that thou hast dreamed? Shall I and thy mother and thy brethren indeed come to bow 
down ourselves to thee to the earth? 

     The content of the dreams which Joseph recounted would bring forth great envy and hostility 
between him and his brothers. The second dream was one that brought paternal rebuke from his 
father Jacob because the dream symbolism needed no special interpretation it was clear to see how 
that the favored son would be given a significant elevation to a ruling status over his brothers and 
all his family for that matter. 

Genesis 37:11-17 

11 And his brethren envied him; but his father observed the saying. 

12 And his brethren went to feed their father's flock in Shechem. 

13 And Israel said unto Joseph, Do not thy brethren feed the flock in Shechem? come, and I will send 
thee unto them. And he said to him, Here am I. 
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14 And he said to him, Go, I pray thee, see whether it be well with thy brethren, and well with the flocks; 
and bring me word again. So he sent him out of the vale of Hebron, and he came to Shechem. 

15 And a certain man found him, and, behold, he was wandering in the field: and the man asked him, 
saying, What seekest thou? 

16 And he said, I seek my brethren: tell me, I pray thee, where they feed their flocks. 

17 And the man said, They are departed hence; for I heard them say, Let us go to Dothan. And Joseph 
went after his brethren, and found them in Dothan. 

     It took some time no doubt but after things settled down a bit and Jacob had time to think of the 
matter of these dreams and concerning his son the Bible says in verse eleven: his father observed 
the saying. His brothers, who immediately rejected any meaning to Joseph’s words yet allowed the 
dream to sorely irritate them into greater resentment of their brother.  

      The feeding of their father’s flock in Shechem would providentially bring Joseph to Dothan, a site 
more convenient for contact with the traveling merchants using that particular trade route on their 
way to Egypt.  

Genesis 37:18-27 

18 And when they saw him afar off, even before he came near unto them, they conspired against him to 
slay him. 

19 And they said one to another, Behold, this dreamer cometh. 

20 Come now therefore, and let us slay him, and cast him into some pit, and we will say, Some evil beast 
hath devoured him: and we shall see what will become of his dreams. 

21 And Reuben heard it, and he delivered him out of their hands; and said, Let us not kill him. 

22 And Reuben said unto them, Shed no blood, but cast him into this pit that is in the wilderness, and 
lay no hand upon him; that he might rid him out of their hands, to deliver him to his father again. 

23 And it came to pass, when Joseph was come unto his brethren, that they stript Joseph out of his coat, 
his coat of many colours that was on him; 

24 And they took him, and cast him into a pit: and the pit was empty, there was no water in it. 

25 And they sat down to eat bread: and they lifted up their eyes and looked, and, behold, a company of 
Ishmeelites came from Gilead with their camels bearing spicery and balm and myrrh, going to carry it 
down to Egypt. 

26 And Judah said unto his brethren, What profit is it if we slay our brother, and conceal his blood? 

27 Come, and let us sell him to the Ishmeelites, and let not our hand be upon him; for he is our brother 
and our flesh. And his brethren were content. 
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     The brothers planed, plotted or conspired against Joseph; at first the plan was to kill him. They 
were actually trying to come up with some fraudulent means to kill Joseph. What we actually have 
here is a vile democracy in which the majority votes for a plan of homicide.  

     The dreams that had come from God to Joseph had really stirred the hearts of these boys. Their 
wrath and anger was kindled toward Joseph because he had told them of these dreams. God’s Word 
had so pierced the hearts of the ten older brothers that they wanted him dead.  From a human 
standpoint there is nothing to stop these brothers from killing Joseph.  

     Notice here who it is that surfaces to want to protect Joseph; it is Reuben: and he delivered him 
out of their hands; and said, Let us not kill him.  

     Reuben did not want to go through with this plan for his own personal reasons, he had a different 
motivation and it was not that out of love for Joseph. Shed no blood, but cast him into this pit that is 
in the wilderness, and lay no hand upon him.  

      Reuben convinced them not to kill Joseph for his own motives: that he might rid him out of their 
hands, to deliver him to his father again. 

     Reuben’s motive was to take Joseph back to his father which would probably put him back in the 
good graces of his father after having committed the terrible act of immorality with his father’s 
concubine, Bilhah. It is here where the Sovereignty of God is clearly displayed in yes even the 
brother Reuben.  

     Why would God permit Reuben to commit such an immoral act with Bilhah? Why didn’t God 
prevent this, or have them both destroyed after the act was committed? Because even this act 
would serve God’s purpose and the act would be something that God would use down the road to 
spare the life of Joseph by the hand of his brother Reuben so that God could raise him up to be a 
great leader.  

     Remember God is Sovereign regardless of the circumstances, no matter how bizarre the situation 
or the sin our God is in complete control and there is nothing that catches Him off guard. God has 
never, ever reacted to anything. 

Genesis 37:28      

28 Then there passed by Midianites merchantmen; and they drew and lifted up Joseph out of the pit, 
and sold Joseph to the Ishmeelites for twenty pieces of silver: and they brought Joseph into Egypt. 

     The Ishmeelites who were also known as the Midianites. This people were from two lines of 
Abraham so technically they were all family. The Ishmeelites came from Ishmael by the mother, 
Hagar. The Midianites came from Midian in Genesis 25:1-2 by the mother, Keturah.  

     These tribes had intermarried or had such dealing in trade together that they are viewed as 
synonymous groups.  

     Under the guidance of Judah the brothers in the absence of Reuben sold their younger brother 
for twenty pieces of silver.  
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     This was the average price of a slave at that time. Although most slaves were part of the booty of 
military conquest, private and commercial slave-trading was also very common in that day. Joseph 
was sold into slavery around 1897 B.C. 

     Notice the similarities developing in the picture of Joseph and the LORD Jesus Christ: 

1. He was a miracle birth. 
2. Loved by his father. 
3. Hated by his brothers. 
4. Exalted by his father, above all others. 
5. Sold for the price of a salve. 
6. Placed in a pit (or a grave) and left for dead. 

 

Genesis 37:29-30 

29 And Reuben returned unto the pit; and, behold, Joseph was not in the pit; and he rent his clothes. 

30 And he returned unto his brethren, and said, The child is not; and I, whither shall I go? 

     Reuben’s plans had been changed and Joseph was now gone. He tore (rent) his garments.  

     His grief is now manifested in how much he had actually wanted to rescue Joseph but sadly 
enough it was not out of his unwavering love for his brother but his own personal gain. 

Genesis 37:31-35 

31 And they took Joseph's coat, and killed a kid of the goats, and dipped the coat in the blood; 

32 And they sent the coat of many colours, and they brought it to their father; and said, This have we 
found: know now whether it be thy son's coat or no. 

33 And he knew it, and said, It is my son's coat; an evil beast hath devoured him; Joseph is without 
doubt rent in pieces. 

34 And Jacob rent his clothes, and put sackcloth upon his loins, and mourned for his son many days. 

35 And all his sons and all his daughters rose up to comfort him; but he refused to be comforted; and he 
said, For I will go down into the grave unto my son mourning. Thus his father wept for him. 

     These verses show how that the deceiver of Isaac; Jacob his own son is now being deceived by his 
own sons.  

     Sins punishment is often long delayed but a Sovereign God keeps excellent records and the law of 
sowing and reaping in the area of deceit has come to collect. 
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Genesis 37:36 

36 And the Midianites sold him into Egypt unto Potiphar, an officer of Pharaoh's, and captain of the 
guard. 

     This last verse of this chapter is just as important as the others. Because this verse shows how 
that the Sovereignty of God will get a person to where God wants them to be. This is no mere 
coincidence that these things placed out such as they did. This is none other than the Sovereign 
hand of God using these ugly events in the life of Joseph to move him to where He wants Him to be. 

     If you purpose to do God’s will and to be faithful to the LORD, know this that you will face 
adversity and many times from those within your very own family. But God is ultimately in control 
and trust in His work through faith and obedience, stay faithful to the One who has called you and 
the One who has purposed you.  

 

 


