
 1 

 
Deuteronomy 7:1-6 

“How To Avoid Becoming Idol Worshippers” 

 

NKJ Deuteronomy 7:1 "When the LORD your God brings you into the land which you go to possess, 

and has cast out many nations before you, the Hittites and the Girgashites and the Amorites and the 

Canaanites and the Perizzites and the Hivites and the Jebusites, seven nations greater and mightier than 

you, 

 2 "and when the LORD your God delivers them over to you, you shall conquer them and utterly 

destroy them. You shall make no covenant with them nor show mercy to them. 

 3 "Nor shall you make marriages with them. You shall not give your daughter to their son, nor take 

their daughter for your son. 

 4 "For they will turn your sons away from following Me, to serve other gods; so the anger of the 

LORD will be aroused against you and destroy you suddenly. 

 5 "But thus you shall deal with them: you shall destroy their altars, and break down their sacred 

pillars, and cut down their wooden images, and burn their carved images with fire. 

 6 " For you are a holy people to the LORD your God; the LORD your God has chosen you to be a 

people for Himself, a special treasure above all the peoples on the face of the earth. 

 

When I decided to give the sermon the title I did, I realized that there was the danger that people would 

conclude that what I meant was that in these verses simple instructions are being given to God’s people 

in every age about how to avoid becoming idolaters. So that we for instance would read these verses 

and conclude that the first thing we have to do after buying a new house and moving into a new 

neighborhood is to destroy the pagans living about us and destroy their houses of worship. Admittedly 

there are some to whom the simplicity of that answer might appeal.  

 

But while much in these verses is applicable to us and every Christian in every age, and will help us to 

fight the spiritual war against idolatry, and that where it is particularly invidious and difficult to root 

out, namely within our own lives and hearts, they are God’s instructions conveyed to the people as 

they are about to enter Canaan. These are instructions for a Holy War in which God’s people Israel  are 

going to be his means of judgment the nation that are Cherem which is a Hebrew word that means 

“devoted to destruction” or “placed under a curse”. The conquest of Canaan was singular in the sense 

that it was the only physical holy war that God ever instructed his people to fight, but as I intimated 

there is a sense in which every believer is involved in Holy warfare during his time on earth. The 

difference being that the warfare we are involved in is spiritual warfare. As Paul put it in Eph. 6:12  as 

he told us to put on the whole armor of God: “For we do not wrestle against flesh and blood, but 

against principalities, against powers, against the rulers of the darkness of this age, against spiritual 
hosts of wickedness in the heavenly places.”  Every Christian is involved in the conflict with our three 

great enemies, the world, the flesh, and the devil. But we are told: “For though we walk in the flesh, 

we do not war according to the flesh. For the weapons of our warfare are not carnal but mighty in 

God for pulling down strongholds, casting down arguments and every high thing that exalts itself 

against the knowledge of God, bringing every thought into captivity to the obedience of Christ, and 
being ready to punish all disobedience when your obedience is fulfilled.” (2 Cor. 10:3-6) So there 
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will be applications here for us as we fight that spiritual war, and I will try to make them, as well as 

great lesson about the coming judgment that all men need to keep in mind.  

 

Now inevitably when you begin to talk about things like the conquest of Canaan, or the Amalekite 

massacre, people in the world become very upset. “That’s horrible!” they say, how could a good God 

instruct his people as he did in these verses to utterly destroy Seven nations and kill every and woman 

and child without showing any mercy! To the modern hearer the only thing worse would have been if 

he had instructed them to go and kill puppies and kittens. Even Christians will fall all over themselves 

trying to apologize for these sections of the Old Testament, but brothers and sisters do not do this. 

Because if you can’t justify the Herem, you cannot justify any judicial act of God’s judgment, 

especially the final judgment and hell and will eventually slip towards universalism. 

 

Because we need to understand that the cherem was in a very real sense, God’s final judgment carried 

forward in time. It was not sudden, it was not without warning, and it was in no sense unjust. 

 

First how long would you say that it is fair to give a people time to repent? With the people of Nineveh 

God gave them forty days after Jonah’s Warning and I haven’t heard many people saying, well that 

wasn’t enough time, especially because that city did indeed repent that time and avoided God’s 

judgment much to Jonah disgust. Well what about a hundred years, enough time for one generation to 

go through its life expectancy and their children to grow to adulthood? Shouldn’t that be enough time? 

Two hundred years? How about three hundred years, or longer than the United States has been a 

nation? Surely we’d say that’s enough? Well the Lord’s longsuffering is seen in that he gave the 

Canaanites 430 years to repent. 

 

In fact, long before Moses preached these verses to the Israelites God in his promises to Abram said 

the following: 

 

Gen. 15:13 Then He said to Abram: "Know certainly that your descendants will be strangers in a land 

that is not theirs, and will serve them, and they will afflict them four hundred years. 

 14 "And also the nation whom they serve I will judge; afterward they shall come out with great 

possessions. 

 15 "Now as for you, you shall go to your fathers in peace; you shall be buried at a good old age. 

 16 "But in the fourth generation they shall return here, for the iniquity of the Amorites is not yet 

complete." 

 

400 years the people were afflicted under bondage in Egypt, they were delivered when God judged that 

nation, but he says they will only enter into the promised land after hundreds of years have passed. 

Why can't they just go in now, in Abram's generation? Why did they have to labor in Egypt for so 

long, wander in the wilderness, wait, wait, wait… because the iniquity of the Amorites is not yet 

complete. 

 

God was waiting for these Canaanite nations to repent, giving them time, he will not judge them until 

their sins, so to speak, reach the high water mark. God's mercy is so great he is willing to wait 

hundreds of years and even put the final deliverance of his people on Hold. He showed them greater 

longsuffering than he showed the people of Soddom and Gomorrah, and yet people seldom call his 

actions in utterly destroying those two cities “unjust.” Well they were really hard-hearted, really bad. 
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Well brothers and sisters, read the list of the common sins that the Canaanite nations indulged in verses 

1-28 of Leviticus sometime, and which the Lord was so zealous to see his people not be infected with. 

They include but are not limited to: idolatry, incest, adultery, ritual prostitution, homosexuality, and 

infant sacrifice by burning them alive. These weren’t occasional practices, most of them were actually 

part of their regular worship practices.  

 

430 years after God had set the timer, they hadn’t turned from them, in fact they had through 

impenitence and idolatry, sunk lower and lower, and harder and harder in their sins. And that is 

generally the way in works with sins long continued in. In one sense the cherem was made easier for 

the Israelites in that the Canaanites were so obstinately opposed to the Israelites, hated them with a 

perfect hatred. People don’t understand the herem because their view of the Canaanites is of a peaceful 

pastoral people welcoming in the Israelites rather than a debased, debauched, bloodthirsty people who 

attacked them whenever they had a chance. 

 

What were the Israelites in this, they were the army of the Lord bringing His judgment upon a 

unrepentant people. And although they were involved, God makes it clear that he would do the 

conquering, not them. In that sense the situation is like a prefiguring of that final battle in Revelation 

19 when Jesus, the KING OF KINGS AND LORD OF LORDS comes in final judgment to wage war 

on the beast, the kings of the earth, and their armies, and those armies are made up of everyone who 

has opposed Christ and His Kingdom, all people, free and slave, both small and great. And in one 

sense there is no battle, the people don’t actually fight, its all over with a word from Christ: 

 

Rev. 19: 19 And I saw, gathered together to make war against Him who sat on the horse and against 

His army. 

 20 Then the beast was captured, and with him the false prophet who worked signs in his presence, 

by which he deceived those who received the mark of the beast and those who worshiped his image. 

These two were cast alive into the lake of fire burning with brimstone. 

 21 And the rest were killed with the sword which proceeded from the mouth of Him who sat on the 

horse. And all the birds were filled with their flesh. 
 

Now in this case, the Lord warns his people that if they do not do what he commands, if they do make 

covenants, then they will inevitably end up falling into their abominations. They will assimilate you, 

and gradually you will find yourself adopting their worship practices, and their cultural practices, even 

things like infant sacrifice. And indeed, because Israel failed to conquer them utterly, that is exactly 

what happened. 

 

He sets out several things they must not do in addition to destroying them: 

 

No Alliances: Who will you depend upon? Foreign princes or Yahweh? Additionally the very act of 

entering into those alliances becomes a temptation for idolatry. In 2 Kings 16 for instance, Ahaz pays 

the king of Assyria to attack the Syrians and Israelites who were attacking him, and while he is 

Damascus thanking the Assyrian king he sees a pagan altar and sent back its plans to Urijah giving him 

instructions to build a copy in the temple at Jerusalem and put it in the place of the Bronze altar that 

the Lord had instructed His forefather Solomon to make. It was upon this new altar dedicated to a  

Assyrian God that Ahaz burnt his sacrifices, the bronze altar became something simply for inquiries. In 

other words, if the new altar doesn’t work, I may have to fall back on that one as backup in times of 

difficulty. 
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No Intermarrying: He explains why in verse 4 , if you do "they will turn your sons away from 

following Me, to serve other gods” Now later we will see that some of these foreigners do become 

members of Israel and two Ruth and Rahab are even in the bloodline of Christ, but that is only because 

they became believers. 

 

Brothers and Sisters, I don’t want to stress this point because we’ve been going through it in our 

Sunday School classes for four weeks but this is the same today we too must avoid marriages with 

unbelievers or we will end up turning to their Gods. I can’t tell you how many times I’ve seen 

Christian men and women plunged into woe because they think they can beat this. Brothers and 

Sisters, the enemy knew then that if he could not beat them head on in battle, or bring them under a 

curse, he could use love, romance, and sex against them. Which is why at Baal Peor, Balaam told 

Balaak don’t use your armies against them, you’ll lose every time. Use your women, make them 

idolaters and turn their strength, Yahweh, against them! You can’t curse them, but you can make them 

curse themselves 

 

14 Do not be unequally yoked together with unbelievers. For what fellowship has righteousness with 

lawlessness? And what communion has light with darkness? 

 15 And what accord has Christ with Belial? Or what part has a believer with an unbeliever? 

 16 And what agreement has the temple of God with idols? For you are the temple of the living God. 

As God has said: "I will dwell in them And walk among them. I will be their God, And they shall be 

My people." 

 17 Therefore "Come out from among them And be separate, says the Lord. Do not touch what is 

unclean, And I will receive you." 

 18 "I will be a Father to you, And you shall be My sons and daughters, Says the LORD Almighty." 

 

Finally destroy their worship places and images, eliminate all vestiges of false worship from the 

land: Lest the people of God be tempted to adopt them. That process, syncretism, has happened more 

times than we can count, we saw it in the way for instance that the Roman church as it advanced 

through Europe began to incorporate and transform pagan practices, they transformed their gods into 

saints to be prayed to, they transformed their holy days into feasts for Christians to observe (the 

Saturnalia) until we had a thoroughly superstitious religion that had very little in common with the 

worship of the NT. 

 

Why should we not do these things? Because God’s people are called to be different from the nations. 

Because we are called to be Holy, Qodosh, set apart, God’s people are his treasure his (segullah). How 

precious are they to Him, He chose them and purchased them through the redeeming blood of His own 

Son. And that not when you were his friends, but enemies, rebels, condemned and far off. and made 

Mal. 3:17 "They shall be Mine," says the LORD of hosts, "On the day that I make them My jewels. 

And I will spare them As a man spares his own son who serves him." 

 

There is a day of judgment coming and there will be only two sides on that day, his people, called by 

His name, purchased by His Son, and those who reject Him. There is no middle ground, Luke 11:23 

"He who is not with Me is against Me, and he who does not gather with Me scatters.”  


