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I. Additions To the Church
A. Those who were added were converted.

1 Thessalonians 1:4-6 For we know, brothers
loved by God, that he has chosen you, 5 because
our gospel came to you not only in word, but also
in power and in the Holy Spirit and with full
conviction. You know what kind of men we
proved to be among you for your sake. 6 And you
became imitators of us and of the Lord, for you
received the word in much affliction, with the joy
of the Holy Spirit,

Romans 10:8-10 But what does it say? “The
word is near you, in your mouth and in your
heart” (that is, the word of faith that we
proclaim); 9 because, if you confess with your
mouth that Jesus is Lord and believe in your
heart that God raised him from the dead, you will
be saved. 10 For with the heart one believes and
is justified, and with the mouth one confesses
and is saved.

B. God uses ordinary means of grace.

Hebrews 4:12 & 13 For the word of God is living
and active, sharper than any two-edged sword,
piercing to the division of soul and of spirit, of
joints and of marrow, and discerning the
thoughts and intentions of the heart. 13 And no
creature is hidden from his sight, but all are
naked and exposed to the eyes of him to whom
we must give account.

Psalm 138:2 [ bow down toward your holy
temple and give thanks to your name for your
steadfast love and your faithfulness, for you have
exalted above all things your name and your
word.

2 Timothy 4:2 preach the word; be ready in
season and out of season; reprove, rebuke, and
exhort, with complete patience and teaching.

1 Corinthians 1:21 For since, in the wisdom of
God, the world did not know God through
wisdom, it pleased God through the folly of what
we preach to save those who believe.
Philippians 2:10 & 11 so that at the name of
Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven and on
earth and under the earth, 11 and every tongue
confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of
God the Father.

C. God worked daily = beyond the "comfort zone"

Acts 24:25 And as he reasoned about
righteousness and self-control and the coming
judgment, Felix was alarmed and said, “Go away
for the present. When I get an opportunity I will
summon you.”

1 Thessalonians 5:19 & 20 Do not quench the
Spirit. 20 Do not despise prophecies,

Acts 17:6 And when they could not find them,
they dragged Jason and some of the brothers
before the city authorities, shouting, “These men
who have turned the world upside down have
come here also,

[I. The Church To Whom Additions Were Made
A. The Holy Spirit makes the difference.

Colossians 4:3 & 4 At the same time, pray also for
us, that God may open to us a door for the word,
to declare the mystery of Christ, on account of
which I am in prison— 4 that [ may make it clear,
which is how [ ought to speak.

1 Thessalonians 1:4-6 For we know, brothers
loved by God, that he has chosen you, 5 because
our gospel came to you not only in word, but also
in power and in the Holy Spirit and with full
conviction. You know what kind of men we
proved to be among you for your sake. 6 And you
became imitators of us and of the Lord, for you



received the word in much affliction, with the joy
of the Holy Spirit,

John 16:13 & 14 When the Spirit of truth comes,
he will guide you into all the truth, for he will not
speak on his own authority, but whatever he
hears he will speak, and he will declare to you
the things that are to come. 14 He will glorify me,
for he will take what is mine and declare it to
you.

B. The church was steadfast.
1. In doctrine.

John 7:16 & 17 So Jesus answered them, “My
teaching is not mine, but his who sent me. 17 If
anyone’s will is to do God’s will, he will know
whether the teaching is from God or whether [
am speaking on my own authority.

James 1:19-21 Know this, my beloved brothers:
let every person be quick to hear, slow to speak,
slow to anger; 20 for the anger of man does not
produce the righteousness of God. 21 Therefore
put away all filthiness and rampant wickedness
and receive with meekness the implanted word,
which is able to save your souls.

Philippians 3:12 Not that [ have already obtained
this or am already perfect, but I press on to make
it my own, because Christ Jesus has made me his
own.

Hebrews 5:11-14 About this we have much to
say, and it is hard to explain, since you have
become dull of hearing. 12 For though by this
time you ought to be teachers, you need
someone to teach you again the basic principles
of the oracles of God. You need milk, not solid
food, 13 for everyone who lives on milk is
unskilled in the word of righteousness, since he
is a child. 14 But solid food is for the mature, for
those who have their powers of discernment
trained by constant practice to distinguish good
from evil.

2. In fellowship.

1 John 4:12 No one has ever seen God; if we love
one another, God abides in us and his love is
perfected in us.

John 13:34 & 35 A new commandment I give to
you, that you love one another: just as | have
loved you, you also are to love one another. 35

By this all people will know that you are my
disciples, if you have love for one another.”

3. In the sacraments.
4. In prayer.

Ephesians 6:18 praying at all times in the Spirit,
with all prayer and supplication. To that end
keep alert with all perseverance, making
supplication for all the saints,

Luke 18:1 And he told them a parable to the
effect that they ought always to pray and not lose
heart.

C. The signs of blessing.
1. unity.

Ephesians 4:2-4 with all humility and
gentleness, with patience, bearing with one
another in love, 3 eager to maintain the unity of
the Spirit in the bond of peace. 4 There is one
body and one Spirit—just as you were called to
the one hope that belongs to your call—

2. generosity.

1 Timothy 6:18 They are to do good, to be rich in
good works, to be generous and ready to share,

3.joy.

Romans 14:17 For the kingdom of God is not a
matter of eating and drinking but of
righteousness and peace and joy in the Holy
Spirit.

[saiah 12:3 With joy you will draw water from
the wells of salvation.

4. worship.

John 4:23 But the hour is coming, and is now
here, when the true worshipers will worship the
Father in spirit and truth, for the Father is
seeking such people to worship him.

Psalm 95:1 & 2 Oh come, let us sing to the Lord;
let us make a joyful noise to the rock of our
salvation! 2 Let us come into his presence with
thanksgiving; let us make a joyful noise to him
with songs of praise!

Luke 19:37 & 38 As he was drawing near—
already on the way down the Mount of Olives—



the whole multitude of his disciples began to
rejoice and praise God with a loud voice for all
the mighty works that they had seen, 38 saying,
“Blessed is the King who comes in the name of
the Lord! Peace in heaven and glory in the
highest!”

[II. Practical Applications
A. Breastplate of remembrance.

Exodus 28:29 So Aaron shall bear the names of
the sons of Israel in the breastpiece of judgment
on his heart, when he goes into the Holy Place, to
bring them to regular remembrance before the
Lord.

Revelation 1:5 & 6 and from Jesus Christ the
faithful witness, the firstborn of the dead, and
the ruler of kings on earth. To him who loves us
and has freed us from our sins by his blood 6 and
made us a kingdom, priests to his God and
Father, to him be glory and dominion forever
and ever. Amen.

1 Samuel 7:8 And the people of Israel said to
Samuel, “Do not cease to cry out to the Lord our
God for us, that he may save us from the hand of
the Philistines.”

B. prayer.

Romans 10:1 Brothers, my heart’s desire and
prayer to God for them is that they may be saved.

C. invite.

John 1:43-46 The next day Jesus decided to go to
Galilee. He found Philip and said to him, “Follow
me.” 44 Now Philip was from Bethsaida, the city
of Andrew and Peter. 45 Philip found Nathanael
and said to him, “We have found him of whom
Moses in the Law and also the prophets wrote,
Jesus of Nazareth, the son of Joseph.” 46
Nathanael said to him, “Can anything good come
out of Nazareth?” Philip said to him, “Come and
see.”

Mark 5:18 & 19 As he was getting into the boat,
the man who had been possessed with demons
begged him that he might be with him. 19 And he
did not permit him but said to him, “Go home to
your friends and tell them how much the Lord
has done for you, and how he has had mercy on

”n

you.

D. expect.

Ephesians 3:20 Now to him who is able to do far
more abundantly than all that we ask or think,
according to the power at work within us,

James 1:5-7 If any of you lacks wisdom, let him
ask God, who gives generously to all without
reproach, and it will be given him. 6 But let him
ask in faith, with no doubting, for the one who
doubts is like a wave of the sea that is driven and
tossed by the wind. 7 For that person must not
suppose that he will receive anything from the
Lord;

Matthew 9:29 Then he touched their eyes,
saying, “According to your faith be it done to
you.”

E. follow up.

Matthew 28:18-20 And Jesus came and said to
them, “All authority in heaven and on earth has
been given to me. 19 Go therefore and make
disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the
name of the Father and of the Son and of the
Holy Spirit, 20 teaching them to observe all that I
have commanded you. And behold, I am with you
always, to the end of the age.”



