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Zechariah 12:10-14 – 13:1-6 
• In 12:1-9 “on that day” occurs six times: 12:3, 4, 6, 8, 8(2x), 9. 

• In 12:10-13:6 “on that day” occurs four more times: 12:11 and 13:1, 2,  4. 

• 12:10-14 should be read to include 13:1. 

• Physical and Spiritual deliverance (salvation) 

o 12:1-9 describes Israel’s eschatological deliverance physically 

o 12:10-13:1 describes Israel’s eschatological deliverance spiritually.  

• Joy and Mourning 

o 12:1-9 describes Israel’s joy and celebration in the goodness and deliverance of the 

Lord. 

o 12:10-13:1 describes Israel’s national mourning for their role in piercing the Lord’s 

servant. 

• 12:10-13:1 describe Israel’s response to having pierced the Lord: 

o 12:10-14 – sorrow 

o 12:10 – new spirit 

o 13:1 – cleansing  

 

Zechariah 12:10 – “And I will pour out on the house of David and the inhabitants of Jerusalem a 

spirit of grace and pleas for mercy, so that, when they look on me, on him whom they have 

pierced, they shall mourn for him, as one mourns for an only child, and weep bitterly over him, 

as one weeps over a firstborn.  

 
1. “Pouring out” – wesapakti - by the Lord is usually divine wrath, but here it is not judgment but 

grace that is poured out. 

a. This same eschatological “pouring out” is seen in Joel 2:28-29: 

“And it shall come to pass afterward, that I will pour out my Spirit on all flesh; your sons 

and your daughters shall prophesy, your old men shall dream dreams, and your young 

men shall see visions. Even on the male and female servants in those days I will pour 

out my Spirit.” 



2 
 

b. This verse is quoted by Peter in Acts on the Day of Pentecost  

2. “spirit of grace and pleas for mercy” 

a. “Spirit” is ruah and can be interpreted in a wide range of ways: 

i. The Holy Spirit 

1. Isaiah 32:15 

2. Isaiah 44:3 

3. Isaiah 59:20-21 

4. Jeremiah 31:31, 33 

5. Ezekiels 36:26-27 

6. Ezekiel 39:29 

7. Joel 2:28-29  

ii. God’s spirit as in Zechariah 4:6 and 6:8 and 7:12 

iii. The human spirit as in the new spirit or new heart  

1. “spirit of” in OT tends to speak of things like: 

a. “spirit of jealousy” (Nu. 5:14) 

b. “spirit of justice” (Is. 28:6) 

2. “new spirit” of Ezekiel 36:26  

a. God gives them a new heart and a new spirit with the result being 

mourning, pleas for mercy and repentance. 

b. Ezekiel 36:24-29 – “I will take you from the nations and gather you 

from all the countries and bring you into your own land. I will 

sprinkle clean water on you, and you shall be clean from all your 

uncleannesses, and from all your idols I will cleanse you. And I will 

give you a new heart, and a new spirit I will put within you. And I will 

remove the heart of stone from your flesh and give you a heart of 

flesh. And I will put my Spirit within you, and cause you to walk in 

my statutes and be careful to obey my rules. You shall dwell in the 

land that I gave to your fathers, and you shall be my people, and I 

will be your God. And I will deliver you from all your uncleannesses. 

And I will summon the grain and make it abundant and lay no 

famine upon you.” 

3. Jeremiah 31:31-34 – the New Covenant – “I will put my law within them, 

and I will write it on their hearts. And I will be their God, and they shall be 

my people.” 

3. “Grace” is God accepting the unworthy people. Undeserved favor from the Lord. 

4. “Supplication” – tahanunim – is “pleading” and refers to pleading for grace from the Lord. The 

definition is “supplication for favor” 
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a. Psalm 143:1 – “Hear my prayer, O LORD; give ear to my pleas for mercy! In your 

faithfulness answer me, in your righteousness!” 

 
5. This event is also seen in: 

a. Ezekiel 37 

b. Isaiah 11:1-16 

c. Micah 4:1-8 

6. After their heart has been made new and the understanding has changed the Lord says in the 

first person, “They will look on me” 

a. This is referred to in:  

i. John 19:37 

ii. Revelation 1:7  

b. “They will look to me” is sometimes considered here as in looking to the Messiah in faith 

as in: 

i. Numbers 21:9 

ii. Isaiah 45:22 

iii. John 3:14-15 

7. “pierced” – daqaru – “to pierce”, “to pierce through” 

a. Jewish commentators see this as a future event when the Messiah is pierced 

i. Here in the Babylonian Talmud (Sukkah 52a) two Messiahs are presented – one 

in 12:10 is the Messiah son of Joseph  

ii. Then there is Isaiah 53:4-6 -  

“Surely he has borne our griefs and carried our sorrows; yet we esteemed him 

stricken, smitten by God, and afflicted. But he was pierced for our transgressions; 

he was crushed for our iniquities; upon him was the chastisement that brought us 

peace, and with his wounds we are healed. All we like sheep have gone astray; 

we have turned—every one—to his own way; and the Lord has laid on him the 

iniquity of us all.” 

iii. John 19:34-37 – this would be one phase of this prophecy which untimately leads 

to Romans 11:25-27 

b. Modern Christian commentators have tried to find someone in the past from Zechariah’s 

day that fills this role: Gedeliah, one of the kings, etc. 

c. Others consider this a general historical attitude the Jews had. 

12:11 – “On that day the mourning in Jerusalem will be as great as the mourning for Hadad-

rimmon in the plain of Megiddo.  
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12:12 – “The land shall mourn, each family by itself: the family of the house of David by itself, 

and their wives by themselves; the family of the house of Nathan by itself, and their wives by 

themselves;  

 
12:13 – “the family of the house of Levi by itself, and their wives by themselves; the family of 

the Shimeites by itself, and their wives by themselves;  

 
12:14 – “and all the families that are left, each by itself, and their wives by themselves. 
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13:1 – “On that day there shall be a fountain opened for the house of David and the inhabitants 

of Jerusalem, to cleanse them from sin and uncleanness.   

 
 

 

13:2 – And on that day, declares the Lord of hosts, I will cut off the names of the idols from the 

land, so that they shall be remembered no more. And also I will remove from the land the 

prophets and the spirit of uncleanness.  

 

13:3 – “And if anyone again prophesies, his father and mother who bore him will say to him, 

‘You shall not live, for you speak lies in the name of the Lord.’ And his father and mother who 

bore him shall pierce him through when he prophesies. “   

 

13:4 – “On that day every prophet will be ashamed of his vision when he prophesies. He will 

not put on a hairy cloak in order to deceive,  

 

13:5 – “but he will say, ‘I am no prophet, I am a worker of the soil, for a man sold me in my 

youth.’  

 

13:6 – “And if one asks him, ‘What are these wounds on your back?’ he will say, ‘The wounds I 

received in the house of my friends.’ 

 

 

 

 


